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‘Chippery’ Owner Reflects
On Restaurant’s History

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After standing on
the same triangular patch of South
Avenue for nearly 38 years, The Sea-
farer Chippery shut its doors for good
more than a month ago.

Though she admitted it was “a very
sad day,” owner Catherine Cianciulli
said it was just time to close down her
“cozy little shack.”

“Everything has a beginning and
everything has an end and best to
close it down,” she continued.

From her home in California, she said
a combination of factors ultimately led
to the closing of the Fanwood landmark,
including the economy, family illness
and difficulty finding workers. The main
reason though, she said, was that the
rising cost of Atlantic cod made it harder
to maintain the quality of the food, while
keeping prices low for patrons.

“We could have gotten a lot less
quality of fish, but I wouldn’t have
served it,” Ms. Cianciulli said. “It got
to the point where it was just becom-
ing outrageously pricey.”

Ms. Cianciulli, who started the res-
taurant in 1970 with her brother, Louis
Kudlik, said they decided on a menu
centered on fish and chips because at
the time there were no restaurants in
the area serving the dish. Although she
was unaware of it, Ms. Cianciulli said
Arthur Treacher’s, a similarly themed
fast-food restaurant, opened around
the same time and peoples’ interest in
the traditionally English fare exploded.

“But fish and chips were just com-
ing into fashion at that time. And we
opened with a bang,” Ms. Cianciulli
said, recalling a line of customers
that stretched around the block. “One
customer walked in and said ‘I don’t
know what you’re selling but with all
those people it must be good.’”

Long lines of customers were a
common sight at the eatery, particu-
larly on Fridays during the Lenten
season when many area Catholics

would seek out The Chippery as a
tasty means to comply with the
season’s fasting rules.

“That was definitely our season,”
Ms. Cianciulli said. “We always
looked forward to the Lenten season.
But business was good year-round.”

At one time, Ms. Cianciulli said,
The Chippery was one of six stores
operating simultaneously in the area.
The Fanwood location was the flag-
ship store and the last to close.
Catherine O’Brien, Ms. Cianciulli’s
niece, had been running the restau-
rant for the last four years.

“She had been working in The
Chippery prior to that, but she took
over in running it when I moved to
California,” Ms. Cianciulli said.

A long-time Scotch Plains resi-
dent, Ms. Cianciulli said her favorite
memories of the restaurant are the
employees and devoted customers
who were a part of its history. She
said many of the workers through the
years were students and she was proud
the store was “a small part of them
getting their education because obvi-
ously they were working, a lot of
them, to pay for their own education.”
She also said she regretted not being
able to show her appreciation for the
loyalty of The Chippery’s customers.

“I would have liked to close with
notice that we were going to close and
do something to let my customers
know how much I appreciated them all
through the years because they were
wonderful, and so many of them fond
memories,” Ms. Cianciulli said.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWLY ELECTED... Congressman-elect Leonard Lance chats with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times editors Christina Hinke, left, and Suzette Stalker in the newspaper’s
office in Westfield last Thursday. On video, which can be viewed at goleader.com,
Mr. Lance discusses the challenges and issues he faces next year in his new
position.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL ABOARD...Santa, Mrs. Claus and their many helpers greet a throng of area riders on New Jersey Transit’s Santa
Train, which departed from Westfield on Saturday.

Lance Prepares to Take Over
7th District From Ferguson

Holiday Deadlines
The Christmas and New Year’s edi-

tions of The Times will be published a
day earlier for the December 25 and
January 1 issues. The paper will be
printed on Tuesdays and mailed on
Wednesdays. Please send your sub-
missions by the Friday beforehand for
those issues. Advertising submittals
should also be made earlier.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS...The Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department
escorted Santa on its engine so he could deliver presents to children at their homes
in Fanwood such as these kids at 124 Watson Road. The department has been
doing this service for more than 30 years.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WILL YOU MARRY ME?...Jim Drewes, a third-generation Fanwood volunteer
firefighter, and an EMT, proposed to Melissa Gassler, also an EMT, on Saturday
morning, December 13, before firemen and Santa delivered Christmas presents
to children throughout Fanwood. She said yes.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – It has been a busy
couple of weeks for Congressman-
elect Leonard Lance as he prepares to
take a seat in the House of Represen-
tatives representing the Seventh Con-
gressional District in January.

For the past 17 years, Mr. Lance, a
Republican, has represented the 23rd
Legislative District in Trenton.

 “The (Seventh) district is really a
microcosm of the entire nation stretch-
ing virtually from Raritan Bay to the
Delaware River,” Mr. Lance said during
an interview in the offices of The Westfield
Leader on Tuesday, December 9.

The district includes a population of
about 700,000, spread across 54 towns
in Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset
and Union Counties. Mr. Lance said
all but 100,000 constituents in
Hunterdon County would be new for
him. The legislator will no longer rep-
resent Warren County residents.

“I think it’s my responsibility to get
to be better known in those portions
of the district that I have not repre-
sented in the Legislature,” Mr. Lance
said. He said the Seventh District
represents 17 towns in Union County
including Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Garwood

and Cranford.
Mr. Lance said he has hired Todd

Mitchell as his chief of staff for his
Washington, D.C. office staff, as well
as Jean Ashmore, his chief of staff in
his legislative office, and his cam-
paign manager Amanda Woloshen for
his New Jersey offices. Mr. Mitchell
previously was chief of staff for
former Rep. Rob Simmons (R-CT).
Dave Glass, another former Lance
staffer, will serve in his eastern dis-
trict office, likely in Union County.

Mr. Lance will join some 53 other
new members of Congress when the
111th Congress convenes in January.
New members participated in a lottery
system to choose their offices in House
office buildings. Mr. Lance said he
came in 12th out of the 54 members.

“My office in Washington will be
on the second floor of the Canon
office building,” he said. “That is
open to the public and I hope con-
stituents will come to Washington
and visit me at that location.”

He said he plans to open two dis-
trict offices  in Hunterdon and Union
Counties, although those plans are
not definite.

When asked about the $15 billion
federal bailout of the United States

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Eye 2009 Budget and Calendar

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Superinten-
dent of School Margaret Hayes pre-
sented her proposal for the 2009-
2010 school year calendar at last
Thursday’s board of education (BOE)
meeting. The school year for students
would begin on September 10, 2009
and end on June 23, 2010. Mrs. Hayes
said it is similar to other districts and
many of them would also be starting
after the late Labor Day.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
commented that camps usually begin
June 21, which may cause a problem
for parents. Mrs. Hayes said that mov-

ing the close of school that much
earlier in June would have to mean
starting school before Labor Day and
her recommendation would be not to
do that.

The calendar also includes a pro-
fessional development day for staff
on June 24. Superintendent Hayes
said there would be benefits to sched-
uling this after school lets out be-
cause state testing results are usually
back and also it is a good time for
teachers to reflect on the past school
year while it is fresh in their minds.

The calendar will be voted on at the
December 18 regular public board
meeting.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi said that budget pack-
ets have already gone out to princi-
pals and supervisors. Discussing as-
sumptions for the 2009-2010 budget,
he said that principal budget allot-
ments would reflect a 10 percent de-
crease over the 2008-2009 spending
plan.

Supervisor budgets will reflect a 5
percent decrease over 2008-2009. Mr.
Del Sordi told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that other assump-
tions for the 2009-2010 budget are
that medical benefits will increase by
8 to 10 percent, while dental premi-
ums will reflect a 10 percent increase
above 2008-2009 estimates.

In addition, natural gas and elec-
tricity will reflect an 8 to 10 percent
increase above anticipated 2008-2009
costs, Mr. Del Sordi said. Staffing, he
said, would be adjusted to reflect
anticipated enrollment trends, and
special education tuition would re-
flect the most recent state-approved
rates and will anticipate seven addi-
tional students. Funding for technol-
ogy will remain where it currently
stands.

In addition, board members dis-
cussed an e-mail that the BOE re-
ceived from resident Craig Nowlin
regarding board of education meet-
ings not being aired on television
durig prime-time hours. Currently,
meetings are broadcast once in
prime time each week, Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse said.

Board member Rob O’Connor sug-
gested putting the meetings online.
“Setting your schedule around a tele-
vision show, unless you have TiVo, is
impossible,” he said. “If it was online,
people could watch it when they had
time.”

Superintendent Hayes said that this
idea has been discussed and will con-
tinue to be looked into.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) students belonging
to the Students Movement Against
Cancer (SMAC) group were recog-
nized at Thursday’s BOE meeting
for receiving the Nationwide Top
Five Youth Per Capita Award from
the American Cancer Society (ACS)
for their fundraising and involve-
ment in the Relay For Life event.
This marks the third year in a row
that SP-F students have won this
award.

SMAC members were joined in

Bratti Slated to Fill Malool’s Seat
On Scotch Plains Council in 2009

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Dominick
Bratti, a member of the planning
board since 2004, is slated to be-
come the next member of the town-
ship council, filling the seat being
vacated by Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool when she becomes mayor on
January 1.

Mr. Bratti, an attorney who has
lived in Scotch Plains since 1991,
attended the council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday night. He spoke
briefly as the council, in a somewhat
pro forma manner, considered the
three candidates put forth by the local
Republican Party to fill Mrs. Malool’s
seat. He said he hoped to “bring my
experience as an attorney and my
service experience to assist the town.”
Two other names, Jeff Noonan and
Joel Horowitz, were also submitted
for consideration, but neither attended
the meeting.

The council will formally vote on

Mr. Bratti’s candidacy at its January 1
reorganization meeting, at which Mrs.
Malool will assume the mayoralty
and Republican Mary DePaola will
be sworn in as a council member.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Mrs. Malool
announced a change in the council’s
meeting schedule for 2009 where
conference and regular meetings will
be held back-to-back every other Tues-
day night instead of the weekly meet-
ings alternating between conference
and regular sessions that have been

the practice for many years. “I think
we can accomplish in two weeks what
we accomplish in four,” she said, add-
ing that holding double meetings on
the second and fourth Tuesdays of
each month would allow more time
for ordinances to be prepared and for
any questions and concerns about
matters under discussion to be more
completely addressed and answered,
while also “freeing up time in our
own lives.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Approves Use Variance
For K-9 Resorts Expansion

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The planning board
Tuesday night approved a bifurcated
use variance application sought by
K-9 Resorts, a dog day-care and
boarding facility, to expand into its
next-door neighbor’s building – the
Mattress Factory. The town only
allows one use on any property. K-
9 Resorts will occupy 2,500 square
feet in the back of the Mattress
Factory’s building. The vacant space
was previously used to manufac-
ture mattresses for the Mattress
Factory.

Because the application sought a
use variance, the applicant would
need five votes in agreement in or-
der to go ahead. Only five of the
seven voting board members needed
for this application were in atten-
dance. The applicants, represented
by attorney Stanley Fink, were un-
sure of whether to continue pursu-
ing their application because they
would need a unanimous vote.

The applicants were given a
choice of proceeding with voting
on the application Tuesday with only
five voting members, or waiting
until January to present their case to
the board with the hope of more
than five members in attendance.

The applicant and Mr. Fink con-
sulted for over five minutes, at which
point Mr. Fink approached the po-
dium, saying he “apologized for the
time, but it really is a difficult choice.
It’s a gamble, it’s really like being in
Atlantic City.”

“My clients have opted to wait,” he

started, when Steven Parker, the 50-
percent owner of K-9 Resorts, ap-
proached the podium and spoke into
Mr. Fink’s ear. “Nevermind,” Mr. Fink
began again. “My clients have
changed their decision. They have
now opted to move forward.”

Mr. Fink said that the current appli-
cation was similar to an application
approved “just shy of two years ago.”
That application involved expanding
K-9 Resorts onto the second floor of
the current K-9 Resorts building.
However, constraints such as lifting
heavy construction items up to the
second floor prompted the K-9 Re-
sorts owners to seek the Mattress
Factory space, said Mr. Fink.

Mr. Fink then called his witness,
Ronald Shovlin to the podium. Mr.
Shovlin owns the Mattress Factory
and is a member of the LLC, which
owns the property the Mattress Fac-
tory occupies. He said his property
measured 8,200 square feet and he
“didn’t really need the space” the
Mattress Factory would be leasing to
K-9 Resorts, because the Mattress
Factory has begun to outsource some
mattress manufacturing.

All five voting members in atten-
dance approved the K-9 Resorts ap-
plication. “This isn’t really a gray
area application, and as far as the
second use [K-9 Resorts] goes, it
should be encouraged,” said board
member John Deitch.

Board member John Celardo
agreed, “We’ve already approved an
expansion [on K-9], and I think K-9
Resorts has been a very good citizen
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Happy Hanukkah
Menorah Lighting Schedule on Page 8


