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D’ANNUNZIO NAMED 1ST TEAM ALL-CEN ALL-STATE

Raider Soccer Boys Stepped
Up at Section Tourney Time

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring a team composed prima-
rily of 14 juniors, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team struggled somewhat through the
regular season but stepped up when it
came sectional tournament time.

“We had six seniors, 14 juniors, one
freshman and two sophomores. One
of the things that hurt us a little bit was
losing one of the premier players in the
state, Johann Hernandez with an in-
jury; however, throughout the course
of the season there were times when
we did exceptionally well and there
were times when we stumbled a little
bit. We had to fill some of our blank
spots with people who played JV last
year and didn’t have previous varsity
experience,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky said.

Junior co-captain Joe D’Annunzio,
who was very dangerous at the for-
ward position, was moved to center
back for defensive purposes just be-
fore the Raiders went on a seven-
game run, winning six and tying one.

“It paid dividends. A lot of these
guys had the opportunity to play a
variety of different spots, which is a
good thing,” Breznitsky said. “The
highlights came as we approached
state tournament time when we started
to hit our stride and peak a little bit.
We had to play everything on the

road. Getting to the finals was an
accomplishment.”

Seeded ninth, the Raiders began
their run to the North Jersey Group 3,
Section 2 title game with victories
over Somerville, top-seeded
Mendham and Summit in a shootout,
respectively, before losing to
Millburn, 3-0, for the championship
and ending with a 13-9-2 record to
bring coach Breznitsky’s career total
to 567-141-43. Millburn went on to
win the Group 3 crown.

“Millburn was an exceptionally
good team. That particular game, I
thought it was a tale of two halves. We
made a couple of mistakes early on.
They got up 3-0 and the second half it
was 0-0,” Breznitsky recalled.

Junior Anthony Zukofsky shared
goalkeeper duties with senior Mike
Bumiller and combined for 11 shut-
outs. Senior Joe DelPrete added a lot
of excitement and scored the winning
goal in the upset victory over
Mendham. Although playing various
positions, juniors Matt Greaney, Jason
Pearl and Justin Brownstein were also
solid in the backfield, as was junior
midfielder/back Chris Freeman.

Juniors Mike Delsordi, Brendon
McEvoy, Mike Henkels, Steve Bello
and Brian Kahn provided some of-
fensive threat, as did sophomore Blake
DeJohn and freshman Travis Cortes.
Delsordi led the Raiders in scoring

with seven goals and four assists and
D’Annunzio was second with five
goals and two assists, while Greaney
and McEvoy had four goals each.

“It took us a little while to gel.
Defensively, we did a good job. Of
our nine losses, six were by one point,
two of them in overtime, but we had
difficulty scoring goals,” Breznitsky
said.

D’Annunzio, Delsordi, Freeman and
Greany were named All-Union County
First Team Coaches poll, while Bello,
Henkels and Pearl received Honor-
able Mentions. D’Annunzio was also
selected All-Central All-State First
Team, Delsordi and Freeman made
the Third Team and Greaney was an
Honorable Mention.

Next year, the Raiders will be a
senior-heavy squad with plenty of
experience and a great leader in
D’Annunzio working with a healthy
Hernandez. Also the JV squad was
co-champs with A.L. Johnson for the
Union County crown.

“We anticipate Johann being back.
He is progressing very nicely from
the knee surgery. The leadership of
Joey D’Annunzio is, without a doubt,
one of the finest competitors and ath-
letes in my many, many years there.
Needless to say, we are looking
opportunisticly at an outstanding sea-
son providing everybody can stay
healthy,” coach Breznitsky said.

Blue Devil Swim Boys Return
Most of Public A Title Squad

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is no high school sports team
in New Jersey, male or female, public
or private, that can match the perfor-
mance of the Westfield High School
boys swim team over the past 50
years. In addition to 21 team champi-
onships, there are 49 county champi-
onships and more individual/relay
state and county championships than
any other two teams combined!

And it looks like it will be more of
the same this winter, as third-year
coach Jeff Knight returns most of the
team that won the state Public A Di-
vision championship last winter with
a 91-79 victory over Cherry Hill West,
after losing a heartbreaker to the Li-
ons in the ’07 final.

Gone to graduation were standout
sprinter Matt Green, versatile Matt
Blutfield, and depth guys like Jon
Holt, Matt Gelmetti, Luke Granstrand,
Matt Haddad, Mike Rediker, Mike
Kane and Alex Greenspan.

“We lost some good guys, but we
also have a great deal of returning
talent, along with some quality in-
coming freshmen, so the expecta-
tions are high,” Knight said.

Expectations for the WHS boys
swim team means … February, when
the county championships are held,
followed later in the month by the
state team tournament.

Seniors are always important, and
Knight has four outstanding fourth-
year back serving as his captains: Max
Blum, Chris DeLaFuente, Matt Mor-
gan and Evan Paulan. While each has
their specialty stroke, all four are multi-
talented and could be used in pretty
much any event against any opponent.

Blum has been a freestyler, both
sprints and distance, but his butterfly
and individual medley are also very
good; DeLaFuente has won the past
three 100 butterfly titles at counties
(his 52.91 is fifth on the WHS Top 15
List, just 1.08 seconds off the record),
but is also a great IMer (2:02.19, No.
10 all-time), freestyler (1:44.73 200,
No. 2 all-time; 48.21 100, No. 6 all-
time) and breaststroker; Morgan, the
fifth member of his family to be a
WHS captain (dad Dan, uncles James
and Chris, and sister Katie), has evolved
from a distance freestyler to a breast/
fly/IMer; Paulan is ultra-strong in all
four strokes, especially the fly and
back (56.19, No. 11 all-time).

Behind them are solid sprint
freestylers Chris Joyce and Justin Lo,
along with Pat Fringer, Ryan Gradel
and Jake Lang, rounding out a nine-
man senior class.

Juniors Matt Meserole and Mike

Oster are coming off monster sopho-
more years, with Meserole counting
the days until he breaks the school
record in the 100 backstroke (52.38;
he’s gone 53.18 for WHS, but 52.14
at Y Nationals), an event where he is
a two-time county champion. Mezz
also anchored the meet-deciding
freestyle relay in last year’s state fi-
nal, and is solid in the IM and fly.
Oster has been deadly in the freestyle,
the 50, 100, 200 and 500, for two
years. Versatile John Taylor finished
strong his sophomore year and is ready
for a breakthrough season, while
Andrew Cordiero has been a major
point producer in distance freestyle
since freshman year. Trent Gabriel
and Yixiao Wang complete the class.

Larry Zhang’s performance in last
year’s state final was the stuff of
legends, as the freshman had insane
time drops to earn surprise seconds in
the 200 IM (2:01.96, No. 9 all-time)
and 100 breaststroke (1:01.82, No. 5
all-time). He’s also sub-minute in the
butterfly and backstroke. Sprinters
Jack Lorentzen and Nick Boyle were
both regular point scorers as ninth-
graders. Other sophs who could help
are Mike Blutfield, Matt Cifelli, Sean
Clark and Joe Greenspan.

Swimming is one sport where fresh-
man can be immediate contributors,
and Knight has some good ones com-
ing in this year: Alex Bond, Brennan

Haley, Ryan Hobson, Lawrence
Keating, Kevin Oster, Matt Trinkle
and Tim York.

“As the defending state champi-
ons, we know that the target is squarely
on our backs,” Knight said. “But the
guys have dedicated themselves right
from the start to working hard and
keeping a focus on our ultimate goals
as a team.”

WHS has a long history of swim-
ming against the top competition, and
that won’t change this year. The sea-
son opened this past Tuesday against
four-time defending state Public B
Division Mountain Lakes. Before the
regular season ends, WHS will have
faced Bridgewater-Raritan (Dec. 18,
away), Metuchen St. Joseph (Jan. 15,
home), Lawrenceville (Jan. 17, home)
and Middletown Christian Brothers
(Jan. 23, home). WHS hasn’t beaten
St. Joseph since 1993, has lost the last
three meets with Lawrenceville and
has never beaten CBA. That last meet
could quite possibly be between the
Nos. 1 and 2 teams in the state.

“We have a really good schedule
with some of the state’s elite teams,”
Knight said. “Swimming teams like
these should help prepare us for a run
in the state tournament come Febru-
ary. I know the guys are chomping at
the bit to get the season started, and
I’m really looking forward to seeing
what this team can accomplish.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin (Fall 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CREAM OF THE CROP…Raider junior Joey D’Annunzio, a very strong presence offensively and defensively, was selected
to the All-Central All-State First Team Coaches Poll.
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COLONIAL TUDOR

VICTORIAN

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

NEW CONSTRUCTION RANCH TOWNHOUSE

$729,000

$875,000

$1,895,000

$1,279,000 $489,900 $569,000

Impressive Colonial Tudor style home situated on a cul-de-sac of a very desirable
neighborhood. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with dramatic wood burning stone fireplace, newer roof, huge basement with high
ceilings and plenty of storage, Central Air, 2 car garage, Deck off Family Room, attic storage
accessed by pull-down stairs and hardwood floors under carpeting. MLS # 2574942

Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with granite,
custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver patio. 5
generous sized Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and a fully
fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools, town and
transportation. MLS # 2472150

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square foot. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of WestfieldR17;s desirable “Indian ForestR21;. Offering
5 Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding
amenities include: exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized
chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining
Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens
to the Great Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious
Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the
Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

A commuters dream! Spacious well-maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch on large lot on a
quiet, dead-end street. NYC bus on corner. Large rooms, Eat-In-Kitchen with newer cabinets
and appliances, hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace in Living Room, newer Timberline
roof. Sunny Family Room, large, partially finished basement with recreation room and bonus
room, abundant storage, attic fan. Home warranty included! MLS # 2608735

Great Townhouse on the river. 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 2 car garage, new Eat-In-Kitchen
and Bath. Hardwood floors, Central Air, Living Room with a Wood burning Fireplace,
finished basement. Close to town, train, shopping and major highways. MLS # 2604647

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


