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Freeholders OK Raises to
Dept. Directors, Employees

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will not receive a pay raise next year,
but its department heads and employ-
ees will see salary increases.

At last Thursday’s board meeting,
the freeholders voted to continue their
salaries at $29,500, with the chair-
man earning $31,500, and the vice-
chairman at $30,500. The freehold-
ers have not given themselves a raise
since 2006.

Department directors would receive
raises of between 1.5 and 6 percent
under an ordinance introduced last week
and to be adopted following a second
reading on Thursday, December 11.

County Manager George Devanney’s
salary is to be increased by $4,500 to
$168,336; Deputy Manager Elizabeth
Genievich’s, who heads the department
of administrative services, wage will
go up by $4,000 to $146,357; County
Counsel Robert Barry will make
$149,500, a hike of $3,600, and Parks
and Community Renewal Director Al
Faella’s new wage will be $120,300, a
hike of $7,000.

Public Safety Director Richard Childs
will earn $113,470, a $2,300 increase;
Finance Director Larry Caroselli, will
be paid $131,771, a $2,600 hike; Human
Services Director Frank Guzzo’s salary
will be $131,340, up $3,500, and Cor-
rectional Services Director Brian Riordan
will make $117,300, a boost of $2,300.

In addition, the freeholders passed
a resolution to increase Nicole
DiRado’s, clerk of the board, salary
to $92,196, a 2.8 percent or $2,500
increase over this year’s salary.

The board also approved 3 percent
raises for the county’s Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi and Surrogate James
LaCorte. Their salaries for 2009 will
be $147,000, up $4,300 from 2008.

Also, non-union employees will be
eligible for merit-based raises averaging
3 percent for 2008 retroactive to July 1.
In 2009, Mr. Devanney said employees
earning over $90,000 will not receive
increases, those earning over $50,000
would be eligible for a hike of 2 percent,
with those making under $50,00 eligible
for 3 percent pay increases.

He said all pay raises are retroac-
tive to July 1, 2008, as opposed to
January 1, 2008, saving the county
$500,000. Also, he said the county
would save another $180,000 by
implementing health insurance co-
pays to non-union workers.

On another matter, the board ap-
proved three resolutions for a total of
$477,000 for contracts with This is It!
Concept and Event Productions of
Hoboken to “plan, produce and pro-
mote” the Kids Kingdom Traveling
Jubilee series, the R&B By The Brook
Festival and MusicFest for next year.
An additional $27,500 was approved
for a consulting services contract with

Across the River, LLC of Cranford
for MusicFest.

Kenilworth resident John Bury said
he felt the This Is It! $265,000
MusicFest contract “just seems way
out of line.”

Mr. Devanney said the county ex-
pects to offset costs by raising $250,000
in corporate sponsorships for
MusicFest and using money from a
$400,000 insurance claim collected
by the county after this year’s event
was cut short due to rain. He said
MusicFest “in essence pays for itself.”

Tina Renna of Cranford, president of
the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, questioned how money given to
the Union County Arts Center to book
talent at MusicFest has been spent.

“If I can’t get this information, that
speaks for itself,” she said, adding
that she continues to request paper-
work on the total costs associated
with MusicFest 2008.

Next year’s MusicFest will be held
Saturday and Sunday, September 12
and 13, 2009, at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. The R&B concert will be at
Cedar Brook in Plainfield on Satur-
day, June 6, 2009. The Kids Kingdom
series will be held at the R&B and
MusicFest events, as well as on Sun-
day, July 12 at Mount Carmel Hall in
Berkeley Heights and Sunday, Au-
gust 16 at Conant Park in Hillside.

Board members noted the passing of
former Union County Freeholders
Elmer Ertle, 82, and Walter McLeod,
76, and current Middlesex County Free-
holder Director David Crabiel, 78. Mr.
Ertle, a former Roselle mayor and
councilman, and Mr. McLeod, a
former Rahway councilman, served
on the board in the 1990s.

Prior to the meeting, Mr. Faella
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the county’s newly created foreclo-
sure task force held its first meeting
Tuesday afternoon. The panel in-
cludes Elizabeth Mayor Chris
Bollwage, Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson Briggs, Union Mayor
Clifton People and Assemblyman
Jerry Green (LD-20, Plainfield).

Also included are counseling
agencies such as the Urban League
of Union County and New Jersey
Citizens Action Group, and the re-
gional office of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, the Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless, community
development and construction code
officials, as well as Mr. Faella and
Mr. Guzzo.

The board will hold its final meet-
ings of the year on Thursday, Decem-
ber 18 with an agenda session start-
ing at 7 p.m. followed by the regular
meeting. The board’s reorganization
meeting will be held starting at noon
on Sunday, January 4, in the court
room of State Superior Court Judge
Walter Barisonek.
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Court Blocks Auction of
Airport Slots by U.S. DOT

NEW YORK — The U.S. District
Court of Appeals has blocked a plan
by the United States Department of
Transportation to auction off arrival
and departure time slots at the metro-
politan area’s three major airports.
The department was scheduled to hold
a sale for the slots on January 12,
according to Dallas Morning News.

In response to the court action, the
Port Authority released the follow-
ing statement:

“The Port Authority applauds
today’s decision halting the Bush
Administration’s 11th-hour plan to
auction existing landing and take-
off slots at the New York metropoli-
tan airports to the highest bidder,
which would invariably drive up
ticket prices for passengers for the
same service without alleviating de-
lays,” the Port Authority said. “We
are confident that upon full review,
the court will agree that the (Bush)
Administration does not have the
authority to conduct an auction, and
we look forward to working with the
next administration to develop real,
long-term solutions to improve air
travel.”

According to Dallas Morning
News, the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) said it would inves-
tigate whether the Port Authority

was blocking open access to airlines
by opposing the slot auctions.

“The slot auctions are necessary
to ensure that all airlines have an
opportunity to compete in the New
York markets now that the number
of flights at each of the three major
regional airports has been capped.
The auctions will preserve competi-
tive airline service, help lower fares
for service to and from the region,
and give new carriers an opportunity
to enter the market,” the FAA said in
a statement published by the Dallas
Morning News.

A Port Authority spokesman told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times earlier this
year that the goal of auctioning time
slots at airports was to attract “low
budget” airlines like Southwest and
to “move as many people as possible
in an efficient and affordable man-
ner.”

Continental Airlines had called
airport slot auctions “nothing more
than an illegal taking and a disguised
tax, [that] will do nothing to reduce
delays and congestion.”

The New Jersey Congressional
delegation, including Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence),
also opposed the plan as did Senator
Robert Menendez (D-NJ).
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Fanwood Planning Board
Approves COAH Obligation

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment voted to approve the Housing
Plan Element of the Master Plan,
which includes the borough’s Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
obligations at a special meeting of the
board on Monday, December 8.

The Fair Housing Act of 1985 cre-
ated COAH as the State Legislature’s
response to a series of New Jersey
Supreme Court cases known as the
Mount Laurel decisions.

The decisions stipulated that mu-
nicipalities have a constitutional ob-
ligation to provide a “realistic op-
portunity” for the construction of
low- and moderate-income hous-
ing.

Any participating municipality,
such as Fanwood, must also track its
housing and job creation numbers
since 2004, and project the trend
through 2018.

The board heard a presentation by
T & M Planning Consultant Stan
Slachetka regarding the borough’s
third round COAH obligations.

According to Mr. Slachetka,
Fanwood is required by COAH cal-
culations to provide 26 affordable
housing units, based on projected resi-
dential and non-residential growth
over the next 10 years.

The third-round rules establish a
new ratio of requiring that one afford-
able unit be built for every four mar-
ket-rate units and one affordable unit
be created for every 16 jobs added.

The borough can claim 21 housing
unit credits for existing bedrooms in
two group homes. Out of the 65 resi-
dential units approved in the down-
town redevelopment zone, 10 units
have been allocated for affordable
housing, bringing the total number of
units meeting the obligation to 31, or
five units more than required.

Mr. Slachetka explained that the
number of units required can increase
or decrease depending on bi-yearly
re-evaluations of the borough’s
growth. The 31 units show COAH
that the borough “has the realistic
opportunity to meet its obligation,”
Mr. Slachetka said.

Even though the Housing Element
resolution is incorporated into the
Master Plan as a function of the plan-
ning board, the resolution will now
be sent to the borough council as a
courtesy. The borough council re-
viewed the resolution at its Decem-
ber 9 monthly meeting.

Mr. Slachetka told the board that
the plan must be adopted and submit-
ted to COAH by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 31.

In other business, the planning

board set the agenda for its next regu-
lar meeting, which will be held at a
special time due to the upcoming
holiday week.

On Tuesday, December 16, the
board will hear a use variance appli-
cation by K-9 Resorts on South Av-
enue requesting to expand into the
back of the adjacent mattress factory.

The board will also discuss the
revised land disturbance ordinance
and the 2009 planning board meeting
calendar. There will be no planning
board meeting on Wednesday, De-
cember 24. All meetings of the board
are held in the borough council cham-
bers at 7:30 p.m.

Corzine: Feds Must
Assist Homeowners

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In a speech
to regulators and professionals in the
residential mortgage lending indus-
try, Governor Jon Corzine has called
for federal assistance to families strug-
gling to make payments on their
homes in these trying economic times.

“We’re here today to discuss the
housing crisis – perhaps the worst
housing crisis in the nation’s history,”
Governor Corzine said during the
Office of Thrift Supervision Housing
Conference in Washington. “It’s a
crisis that has shaken our country to
the core as we grapple with how we
allowed more than two million
homeowners and their families to be
evicted, literally scrambling for shel-
ter, deprived of their fundamental right
to shelter.”

“And it’s not just the worst housing
crisis in American history, it’s the
root of the current economic freefall
that has erased so much of our nation’s
wealth that was accumulated over the
past decade,” he said.

As such, Governor Corzine said a
federal program needs to be imple-
mented to address the housing crisis
– or risk driving the nation even deeper
into recession. He said such a pro-
gram must keep homes affordable
and keep families in their homes, thus
preserving local communities and
their economies.

Governor Corzine said the elements
that need to be addressed include:
modification of bankruptcy laws to
permit judges to adjust the principle
on a mortgage, when necessary;
implementation of a structured me-
diation process that helps
homeowners stay in their homes; le-
veraging of Troubled Asset Relief
Program (TARP) funds already allo-
cated to financial institutions to
modify mortgages; make affordable
mortgage money more readily avail-
able through state Housing Finance
Agencies; overhaul the Federal regu-
latory system to better safeguard
against predatory lending, and a three-
to six-month foreclosure “time out”
for certain qualifying homeowners.


