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POLICE BLOTTER

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
THROUGH THE EYES OF CHILDREN...Santa Claus brings visions of Christ-
mas to children at the holiday celebration in Scotch Plains last Sunday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOUSE FIRE...Shortly after 8 p.m. Saturday, the Fanwood Fire Department was
called to a house fire at 188 South Martine Avenue. Once on scene, the call went
out for help from within the county. Units from Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Garwood, Plainfield, Mountainside and Cranford were sent to the scene or
covered the town as backup. The fire was started by a lit candle in the den area
and was extinguished quickly.
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Bush’s top priority. “I think we owe
him a debt of gratitude,” said Mr.
Chertoff.

In discussing hurricane planning
since Katrina hit New Orleans in 2005,
Mr. Chertoff said his department
“built a very robust and detailed set of
plans” that led to a “remarkable evacu-
ation of the coast of Louisiana” in
preparation for Hurricane Gustav this
past summer.

He said that since 2005, FEMA
“has very significantly been recon-
structed.”

“For the first time in its history,
FEMA has a strong planning pro-
cess,” he said, and now draws upon
communication equipment and train-
ing available from other Department
of Homeland Security agencies.

Mr. Chertoff said “planning and
preparation,” as well as “coordina-
tion” with various agencies is the
“key to success” when dealing with
“manmade” or “natural” disasters.
He said FEMA does not have its own
air and helicopter fleet or the ability
to conduct law enforcement opera-
tions.

The homeland security secretary
said FEMA should not be taken out of
the department and returned again as
an independent agency. Mr. Chertoff
said the 9/11 Commission, co-chaired
by former New Jersey Governor Tho-
mas H. Kean, noted the “radical dis-
connect between the fire department
and the police department in the City
of New York” as one of the many
problems that plagued to the response
of 9/11.

“The last thing we need to do is to
go back to the days of stove piping
when everybody protects their own
turf,” Mr. Chertoff said.

“If there is any lesson that the last
eight years has taught us, it is the
thing that is most difficult to address
but most urgent to consider, is the low
probability but very high consequence
event,” the secretary said, citing 9/11,
Hurricane Katrina and the current
financial crisis as examples. He said
the key is the development of “inte-
grated emergency incident manage-
ment.”

Mr. Chertoff said the department
is working with states and local
governments “on a series of com-
prehensive plans and exercises.” He
said “civilian emergency manage-
ment” is the next domain the Fed-
eral government must enter to ad-
dress future cyber attacks, massive
health threats, terrorist attacks and
natural disasters.

The secretary also spoke of what
he called the “very fragmented Con-
gressional [committee] oversight sys-
tem,” which remains a pre-9/11 sys-
tem. He said when coordinated ap-
proaches are discussed the commit-
tees often feel they are “losing a little
bit of their turf.” He said Congress
must empower the Homeland Secu-
rity committees that have been set up

to make “this process of jointness and
unity of effort a reality.”

Former Westfield Mayor Bud
Boothe asked Mr. Chertoff to com-
ment on a recent report that stated
there is a likelihood of a biological
attack on the U.S. within five years.

Mr. Chertoff said while he does not
agree with the “time frame” of five
years in the Weapons of Massive
Destruction and Terrorism Commis-
sion report, he does “agree that the
chances of a biological attack are
greater than a nuclear attack.” He said
the “potential of the dirty bomb” re-
mains the nation’s biggest risk. He
said the department is working with
hospitals to “change the way they
deal with radioactive materials that
are for medical purposes” so that it
becomes more difficult for these ma-
terials to be stolen and used in dirty
bombs.

Mr. Chertoff said five years ago,
cargo coming into the country by
containers on ships was not scanned
for radiation. “Now virtually 100 per-
cent goes through radiation scanners,”
he said.

Another change is that privately
operated airline flights from overseas
will now be screened for dangerous
passengers with weapons headed to
the United States. Also, some two-
dozen cities now have biological sen-
sors to avert potential attacks.

Mr. Chertoff also said the depart-
ment has developed security require-
ments that will have to be met by
chemical plants, while security im-
provements have been made for the
transportation of hazardous materi-
als along rail lines.

Gary Whyte of Mountainside, who
runs a banana import business, said
he has seen fewer customs officers on
ships. “I think you should go back to
the old days of going on the ships and
making your presence known because
it is a deterrent across the board,” he
said.

Mr. Chertoff said technology is
being used better to determine which
ships to board and that a lot of inter-
action is now done at foreign ports
where ships are being loaded.

He said the toughest challenge for
Secretary-designee Janet Napolitano
will be to “continue to ensure that we
are properly investing in these issues”
to prevent future attacks or incidents.

Mr. Chertoff started his career as an
assistant U.S. Attorney under than U.S.
Attorney for New York Rudy Giuliani.
He later headed the criminal division
of the Department of Justice, was U.S.
Attorney for New Jersey from 1990 to
1994, and served as Third Circuit Court
of Appeals judge.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), who introduced Mr.
Chertoff, said the secretary was the
only U.S. Attorney appointed by a
Republican, President George H.W.
Bush, and then reappointed by a
Democrat, President Bill Clinton.
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Chertoff Discusses Security,
Storm Preparation at Kean

Westfield created special cards to hang
on them, while also donating their
own tree.

Washington School in Westfield
also donated a tree, and the second
graders made a whole package filled
with cards.

Fifth graders from Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains also partici-
pated, with student
council president
Olivia Mendes com-
posing a heartfelt note
on behalf of the coun-
cil.

Olivia concluded the
note by saying, “As
Americans, we will for-
ever remember the sac-
rifices you have made
to preserve our safety
and freedom.”

Mr. Williams said he
was “amazed” by the
wonderful way such young students
were able to express themselves on
the notes for the troops.

Williams Nursery employee Tim
O’Neil was particularly touched by
the visit from a woman clearly miss-
ing her son, who is currently serving
his country in Iraq.

“You could see how much she
needed this,” Mr. O’Neil said of speak-
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Trees for Troops Initiative
ing with her during her purchase of
four trees. “You could read it on her
face.”

“It gave her something tangible to
do,” Mr. Williams added.

He approximated that 30 percent
of tree donations purchased from his
nursery came from groups and orga-
nizations, while the rest were from

individuals, including
many who drove by
and saw the large Trees
for Troops sign on the
FedEx truck parked out
front.

He said the trees at
his store were brought
in from Perfect Christ-
mas Tree Farm in
Philipsburg, and card-
making supplies were
donated by Staples in
Springfield.

According to the
CSF and FedEx, between its incep-
tion in 2005 and Christmas 2007,
Trees for Troops has sent military
families more than 34,000 live
Christmas trees.

“It’s a great way to share the holi-
days with another family,” Mr. Wil-
liams said. “And to be able to share
that essence even overseas is a great
thing.”

PACK 171...Wilson School
Webelos Will Fazio, Evan
Moore, Dakota Williams,
James Landriau, Matt Fazio
and Etan Zeller-Maclean help
load the trees for troops.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 2, Dawid P.

Klusek, 22, of Manchester was arrested at
the Ocean County jail on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount of
$500. He was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, December 3, John
McDonough, 21, of Cranford was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at Cen-
tral and Hardwick Avenues on an out-
standing Montvale traffic warrant in the
amount of $120. He was transported to
police headquarters and released on his
own recognizance per the Montvale Po-
lice Department.

Wednesday, December 3, Cintia
Delacruz, 41, of New York City was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue, West, and West Broad
Street on outstanding motor vehicle war-
rants from Elizabeth, for $145; Jersey
City, for $130, and East Brunswick, for
$113. Delacruz was transported to police
headquarters and released after posting
bail.

Wednesday, December 3, Derrick Lee,
37, of Jersey City was arrested at the
Hudson County jail on outstanding traffic
warrants from Westfield and Newark, in
the amounts of $750 and $250, respec-
tively. He was held at the Westfield Po-
lice Department in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, December 3, a resident of
the 300 block of West Grove Street re-
ported that her unsecured, attached ga-
rage was burglarized. Unknown suspects
entered the garage and removed an elec-
tric powered scooter valued at $250.

Thursday, December 4, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 400 block of
Quantuck Lane. Sometime between 7 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m., the residence was forcibly
entered and approximately $21,300 worth
of property was stolen, including coins,
four watches and assorted jewelry.

Friday, December 5, Jose Maria-Coto,
72, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting after allegedly taking
cheese and chocolate from a store on the
100 block of Elm Street. He was released
after posting $100 bail.

Friday, December 5, a resident of the
500 block of First Street reported an
incident of attempted fraud. The victim
reported receiving a check in the mail
from a securities company that he had
never heard of, accompanied by a re-
quest that the victim send money to cover
the taxes.

Scotch Plains
Friday, December 5, Chelsea

Holloway, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was processed
and released.

Saturday, December 6, an attendant at
a Route 22 gas station reported that a
patron ordered $18 worth of gas and fled
without paying.

Saturday, December 6, Carl Parks, 25,
of Irvington was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, December 6, John Donahue,
53, of Edison was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after officers
smelled the odor of alcohol. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, December 7, Anthony
Styciura, 21, of Beachwood was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Sunday, December 7, Curtis White,
25, of Piscataway was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Sunday, December 7, a student at the
Magnet High School stated that another
had been calling her several times during
the school day as well as after school.

Monday, December 8, the manager of
a Jerusalem Road business reported that
someone removed a television set from
inside the building.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 2, a resident who

lives in the vicinity of Oak Tree Court
dropped off a women’s black handbag
that she found on the ground while walk-
ing her dog. The purse contained, among
other things, several prescription drug
bottles that either were empty, half full or
containing different medications in each
bottle. The owner of the handbag was
notified, police said.

Tuesday, December 2, Ilton L. Ghenou,
40, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Deer Path. He was
processed and released.

Thursday, December 4, an employee
of a Sheffield Street business reported
that sometime overnight, someone dam-
aged the window of his motor vehicle by
striking it at a high velocity. Access was
not gained into the vehicle, police said.

Thursday, December 4, a Sheffield
Street business reported suspicious activ-
ity recorded on a surveillance tape. Ac-
cording to police, the tape shows an uni-
dentified pickup truck parked between
the two buildings with its lights off. An
employee exited the building and handed
something to the driver, then re-entered
the building, at which time the vehicle left
the scene. The incident is under investi-
gation, authorities said.

Thursday, December 4, a resident of
Linda Drive reported that an advertise-
ment for a cleaning service taped by the
service to her new garage door pulled off
new paint when she removed it. The clean-
ing service did not offer to repair the door
when the homeowner called the business
to complain, authorities said.

Thursday, December 4, a resident of
Kings Court reported that an individual
living overseas whom she met on an
Internet dating site asked her to borrow
$3,000 for a business venture of his in
Nigeria that was in trouble. The victim
wired money on several occasions in ex-
cess of $4,500. She became suspicious
when the suspect repeatedly asked her for
more money. The incident is under inves-
tigation.

Sunday, December 7, Ronald J.
Giameo, Jr., 23, of Union was arrested
and charged with DWI after being in-
volved in an automobile accident on Route
22. According to police, Giameo was
disoriented and confused and was unable
to produce documentation. He also was
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia, authorities said.

Fanwood
(no information provided)

HELPING IS ELEMENTARY…Fifth graders from Brookside School in Cranford
raised more than $500 to purchase 11 trees as part of Williams Nursery’s Trees
for Troops initiative. Students, above, help load trees on the truck.

The Governor’s proposal still needs
legislative approval, and Ms. Villaggio
said the borough would need to con-
sider many factors, including whether
the payments are exempt from the 4
percent cap on tax increases and what
future payments would be, before
deciding if the borough would par-
ticipate in the payment deferral plan.

“We have to look at the figure at that
point in time to see which way is most
advantageous,” Ms. Villaggio said.
“We don’t know that at this time.”

In other business, Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud recommended that
the governing body consider changes
to Garwood’s ordinance on signs to
specifically outlaw liquid crystal dis-
play (LCD) and intermittent signs.

“Most towns are prohibiting this
because, among other things, they’re
very distracting to motorists, and a
safety hazard exists,” Mr. Renaud said.

Mr. Renaud said other townships
have experienced issues where com-
panies are challenging municipal sign
ordinances and having them declared
invalid on “technical violations.” He
said businesses are then installing
large billboards before a new ordi-
nance is passed.

“That’s really what I’m attempting
to avoid,” Mr. Renaud said.

He said that the ordinance would
not affect existing LCD or intermit-
tent signs that were installed legally.
He also recommended the borough
amend the ordinance to lessen re-
strictions on “non-commercial
speech” signs. The matter was re-
ferred to the planning board for re-
view and recommendations.

During the public comment por-

tion of the meeting, resident Bruce
Paterson asked the council to appoint
a different representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Board of Commissioners.
Mr. Paterson criticized the RVSA for,
among other things, its recent deci-
sion to reappoint Democrat State
Senator Raymond Lesniak’s law firm,
Weiner Lesniak, as counsel. He also
described the borough’s current rep-
resentative, former borough council-
man Charles Lombardo, as a “Demo-
crat political boss of the town,” which
he said creates a conflict of interest
for the majority Democrat council.

“There’s some undue manipulation
and undue influence that shouldn’t be
there,” Mr. Paterson said. “I seriously
think that we need a new member to
be appointed.”

Mr. Lombardo defended both his
record and the actions of the RSVA.
He said the decision to re-appoint
Weiner Lesniak as counsel was ap-
proved by an 8-3 vote and that the law
firm is well equipped to handle any
potential legal issues, which the au-
thority might face. Mr. Lombardo
also said that Republicans currently
hold a majority on the RVSA’s Board
of Commissioners.

Tuesday’s meeting was the last of
the year for the governing body and
also the final meeting for retiring
council members Walter Tucker and
William Schadewald. Neither coun-
cil member sought re-election this
past November.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said Mr.
Tucker and Mr. Schadewald’s retire-
ment  would be recognized at a future
meeting.
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Garwood Council

“It’s not really about whether you are
Republican or a Democrat, it depends
on what are your ideas, what are your
values, and what do you have to offer
the country to help solve the challenges
that we face,” the congressman ex-
plained.

Speaking about the attacks on In-
dia last month, Mr. Ferguson said the
role of the United States should be to
“serve as a calming influence in the
region” between India and Pakistan.
He said the United States could pro-
vide intelligence information and re-
sources on the tracking of terrorist
organizations.

“I think we should he prepared to
help India in a number of different ways
if they want the help,” Mr. Ferguson
said, noting the the United States must
be “careful about overstepping our
bounds.”

Speaking about Homeland Secu-
rity issues as they impact New Jersey,
Mr. Ferguson said, “If we want to live
in a free society, as we do, we are
always going to be vulnerable.”

“Unless we live in an absolute
lockdown police state, we will not
have the level of security that we
might otherwise have,” he added.
“Will there never be another attack on
U.S. soil? I think it’s impossible to
say that. But there are certainly lots of

things we can be doing, and we are
doing many of them, to help secure
our chemical plants [and] our ports.
We need to continue to do that and
continue to be vigilant in that regard.”

Discussing the current recession,
Mr. Ferguson said, “The challenges
that we face today are as significant,
certainly, as any we have seen in any
of our lifetimes and certainly some of
the most significant we have seen in
the history of our country.”

Mr. Ferguson said Congress must
work with President-elect Barack
Obama by providing oversight as well
as “support and resources.”

In terms of the transition of office
to Mr. Lance, Mr. Ferguson said he
feels the change will be “very
smooth.”

“He has a great record of accom-
plishment in Trenton in the legisla-
tion. He is someone who has impec-
cable credentials and integrity,” he
said. “I’m doing whatever he asks of
me during this transition time.”

Asked about his future, Mr.
Ferguson said he is considering “do-
ing some policy” or “think tank work,”
as well as going back into teaching as
he previously did at the high-school
and college level.

“I’ll probably end up doing a few
different things,” he said. “But I re-
ally am so thankful as I leave office.
It’s been a remarkable eight years. I
love this district. I am so appreciative
of the opportunity that the people of
this district gave me to represent them
in the House of Representatives.”

While Mr. Ferguson “doesn’t have
any plans to run for any political
office again,” he said, “there may be
opportunities to serve in the future,”
at which time he and his family will
look at them. But for now, he will
focus on “family life” with his wife,
Maureen, and their children.

A video of the interview can be
seen at goleader.com.
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Ferguson Looks Back

“The Tough
Get Going”

Advertise
Here

goleader.com


