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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Chamber Choir sing Christmas carols as lights on the tree at the Fanwood Train
Station lights are lit. On the lawn of the station, a heated tent housed Santa Claus,
entertainment and food at the Sunday afternoon festivities.

SOUNDS OF SWITZERLAND...The Alphorn Ensemble of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, directed by Ted
Schlosberg, entertains shoppers in downtown Westfield during the holiday season. The Alphorn Ensemble recreates the
sounds of the Alps on Saturdays in December from 2:30 until 3:30 p.m. at the corner of East Broad and Elm Streets.

Ferguson Looks Back on Eight
Years in House, Challenges Ahead

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) said
he would miss constituent service the
most as he prepares to leave Wash-
ington, D.C., after serving eight years
in Congress.

“There are so many opportunities
that you have in this job to make a real
life impact on other people’s lives.
We have close to 700,000 people who
live in our district,” Mr. Ferguson
said in an interview held in the
newspaper’s office. “Our staff has
helped them on everything from im-
migration issues to Social Security or
Medicare challenges.”

He said international adoption is
another area his office has been called
upon to help families.

“To be able to help someone in that
regard is really rewarding,” Mr.
Ferguson said.

The congressman currently serves
on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, which focuses on healthcare,
telecommunications and energy.

“So, I’ve spent the bulk of my leg-
islative work on those areas,” Mr.
Ferguson said. “They are industries
that have been going through huge
changes. They are industries that are
very important to us here in New
Jersey. We have tens of thousands of
people who are employed in those
industries.”

He said he has worked on DYFS
(Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices) foster-care issues and has
helped secure federal funding for the
Green Brook and Cranford flood con-

trol projects, as well as funds for first
responders.

“Any project like that is a multi-
year project. Any time you involve
the federal government, it is going to
take a long time because they do their
due diligence. They really do a lot of
studying and a lot of work before they
invest enormous taxpayer dollars in a
project,” he said. “I think the future is
very bright for Cranford, and if they
are looking for that continued part-
nership with Washington…I am cer-
tain that [congressman-elect Leonard
Lance] will continue the work that
we’ve begun and continue to be a
great partner for that community.”

Mr. Ferguson, 38, first ran for Con-
gress from New Jersey’s Sixth Dis-
trict in 1998 in Monmouth County
when he was 27 but lost to Demo-
cratic Rep. Frank Pallone. Mr.
Ferguson then moved into the Sev-
enth District, where he won a four-
candidate primary before defeating
Democrat Maryanne Connelly of
Fanwood in 2000 for the open House
seat being vacated by Bob Franks.

“I really felt like I had something to
offer. I had energy and enthusiasm
and an interest in policy issues and an
interest in serving people,” he said.

Mr. Franks and Mr. Ferguson served
eight years each in Congress under
Presidents Bill Clinton and George
W. Bush, respectively. Of those 16
years in office, collectively, a total of
12 were spent as members of the
majority political party in the House.

“You certainly think you can get
more done in the majority than you
can if you serve in the minority. But

there is a very important role for the
minority,” Mr. Ferguson said.

He sees the role of the minority
party as to “find areas of common
ground to try and accomplish
something…on behalf of your con-
stituents or on behalf of the country.”

“When you are in the majority,
you’re in the business of governing.
You have the responsibility of actu-
ally running the country. When you
are in the minority, you don’t neces-
sarily have those responsibilities…but
you still have a lot of opportunities to
do a lot of good,” Mr. Ferguson said.

He said he considers himself to be
a “centrist Republican,” one who is
willing to oppose the majority party
when he or she disagrees, but who is
likewise willing to bring members
together to “forge a consensus; to
forge a compromise.”

“You can only do that if you have a
minority party who is engaged and
who is willing to participate in that,”
Mr. Ferguson said.

Looking at the election results, Mr.
Ferguson reasoned, “One party will
be in power for a while, and if they
don’t do a good job, they won’t be in
the majority for very long.”

“And that’s what voters have de-
cided about Republicans for now. So,
Democrats will have their opportu-
nity, and we certainly wish them well,
and we hope that we as Republicans
can work with them and help them to
govern in a way that’s good for the
country,” Mr. Ferguson said. “But if
the people of the country don’t see
them as doing a good job or meeting
the needs that our nation faces right
now, they’ll suffer the same fate, and
then Republicans will be given an
opportunity at some point in the fu-
ture.”

Chertoff Says Preparation, Coordination
Is Key to Weathering Storms, Attacks

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — Homeland Security
Secretary Michael Chertoff, a former
Westfield resident, returned to Union
County last Thursday to talk about
his department’s efforts, from avert-
ing future terrorists attacks to prepar-
ing ahead of time for major hurri-
canes.

Mr. Chertoff, who spoke for a little
over an hour at Kean University’s
Wilks Theater, praised President
George W. Bush and his administra-
tion for their success in averting a
terrorist attack since 9/11.

“We have not been attacked suc-
cessfully over the last seven and a
half years. I don’t think people in the
wake of 9/11 would have believed

that would have been possible and I
don’t think that is an accident. It’s
certainly not emblematic of a lack of
intent on the part of terrorists,” Mr.
Chertoff said, reminding attendees of
the December 2001 shoe bomber and
the plot to blow up bridges or apart-
ment buildings with natural gas, as
well as ongoing criminal cases.

Mr. Chertoff said his department,
which includes the Transportation
Security Administration, Customs
and Border Protection, Immigration

Customs Enforcement, Secret Ser-
vice, Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and the U.S.
Coast Guard, has “taken very ener-
getic steps to protect this country.”

For instance, he said the depart-
ment has taken steps “to make it much
harder” to enter the United States by
utilizing false identification, as oc-
curred with the 9/11 attackers.

Mr. Chertoff said keeping America
safe since 9/11 has been President
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Rob Connelly for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE TO D.C....Rep. Mike Ferguson (Seventh N.J. Congressional District)
discusses his eight years in Congress last week with editor Paul Peyton, left. Mr.
Ferguson did not seek re-election, and Congressman-elect Leonard Lance defeated
Asw. Linda Stender for the seat. See the video of the interview at goleader.com.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
NATION’S SAFETY...Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff, a former
Westfield resident, speaks at Kean University in Union last Thursday.

Sara Hoffman for The Westfield Leader
HEARTY FANS...Mountainside students of Governor Livingston High School
show a lot of heart in their support for their football team at Giants Stadium last
Saturday in the state championship against Caldwell. Despite the loss, the
Highlanders had a great season.

Area Schools and Individuals
Send Holiday Cheer to U.S. Troops

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — It’s often been
said there’s no place like home for the
holidays, but many members of the
United States military will not have
the luxury of being home this Christ-
mas. So, the FedEx Corporation and
Christmas SPIRIT Foundation (CSF)
are working together to help deliver
some holiday cheer to the troops and
their families, wherever they may be,
with the Trees for Troops program.

Dave Williams, co-owner of Will-
iams Nursery in Westfield and a CSF
member, explained that while the pro-
gram started out as a way to collect
donated Christmas trees in bulk from
tree farms and have them sent to the
troops, this year they have expanded
it to get the public involved.

This provides people the opportu-
nity to select real trees and then com-
pose and attach personal notes for the
troops.

Williams Nursery, located on
Springfield Avenue, serves as one of
only 40 Trees for Troops retail loca-
tions nationwide and is the only one
in New Jersey where the public can
participate on site.

Mr. Williams said the nursery has
selected Fraser Fir trees for donation
because they hold their needles well.

This past weekend was Trees for
Troops Weekend, and on Monday,
Mr. Williams said he was pleased to
report that over 101 trees were sent
via FedEx to the Fort Gordon U.S.

Army Base in Georgia. Williams
Nursery donated 15 of those trees.

Many local schools, groups and
organizations visited Williams Nurs-
ery to participate, including the fifth
graders from Brookside Elementary
School in Cranford, who raised over
$500 to send 11 trees to the troops.
The fifth graders included laminated
cards and notes plus attached con-

struction paper gingerbread men cre-
ated by the school’s first graders.

The fifth graders even helped lift
and load the trees onto the delivery
truck.

Mr. Williams reported that New
Jersey Senator and Westfield resident
Tom Kean, Jr. donated 10 trees, and
Cub Scouts from Wilson School in
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Zoning Board Hears Proposal For
2-Family Dwellings on E. Broad St.
By CAROLYN D. FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The zoning board
of adjustment held a special meeting
Tuesday night to discuss the con-
struction of two, two-family dwell-
ings on 1464 East Broad Street, off of
Springfield Avenue, where currently
there are two single-family dwell-
ings. The proposed construction of
the two new buildings would infringe
on five ordinances, including the ne-
cessity for a variance that would ex-
empt the lot from being a single-
family dwelling. The meeting was an
extension of a previous meeting held
on Monday, June 16.

The two single-family dwellings
located on 1464 East Broad Street
were purchased by Millennium Prop-
erties in the hopes that they would be
able to turn them into townhouse-
style units that would house two fami-
lies each. The proposed homes would
be designed in a similar fashion to the
neighboring homes, using the same
color scheme, same fencing and a
similar roof design.

According to Jeffrey Tiger, Mil-
lennium Properties principle, the
homes are aimed to house “families
that just got married, the younger
population that can’t afford a brand
new home in Westfield or people who

want to downsize and reduce mainte-
nance on their homes, for instance an
older couple.”

The board of adjustment exten-
sively questioned the proposal, ad-
dressing major concerns that the board
and the public had. One major con-
cern was the potential traffic flow
generated by the increased residents
on the street.

The four proposed residential
townhouses have three bedrooms and
two-and-a half baths. The homes
would include two-car garages and a
driveway that is large enough to hold
three cars per household, allowing
for the possibility of 16 cars at the
vicinity at one time. The proposed
driveway would be located on West
Court Avenue, and the complex’s ex-
tensive parking could potentially gen-
erate a lot of traffic in the area.

In the June meeting, a planner, an
engineer, a traffic expert and a few
principles of Millennium Properties
spoke on behalf of the proposed plan.
The plan discussed at Tuesday night’s
meeting was a newly issued plan,
based on the original but altered ac-
cording to the board and public sug-
gestions.

At Tuesday night’s meeting, the
traffic expert and planner were un-
able to attend due to scheduling con-
flicts. Millennium Properties engi-
neer, Julius Szalay, their lawyer, John
Schmidt, and principle, Jeffrey Tiger,
were in attendance to testify on be-
half of the proposal. Because the plan-
ner and the traffic expert were not in
attendance, the board and Millen-
nium Properties decided to postpone
the meeting until a future date to be
announced in January.

Garwood Pension Payments
To Decrease $40,000 in ’09

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — With 2008 com-
ing to an end, and a new year (and
new budget process) set to begin,
Garwood Council President and Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman
Kathleen Villaggio provided an up-
date on some of the costs facing the
borough in 2009.

During Tuesday’s council meet-
ing, Ms. Villaggio said the borough’s
combined payment to the Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System (PFRS)
and the Public Employees’ Retire-
ment System (PERS) would decrease

by roughly $40,000 in the coming
year. Ms. Villaggio said PFRS is cur-
rently fully funded, and the PERS
will be after next year’s payment. She
also said the borough’s payment to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), while still an increase,
may be lower than anticipated.

Also discussed was Governor Jon
Corzine’s recent legislative proposal
to allow municipalities to defer half
of their pension payment in the com-
ing year. The plan would call for full
pension funding to be restored by
2012.
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