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Sheriff’s Officers Stop
Knife Attack in Elizabeth

ELIZABETH — Union County
sheriff’s officers, last week, sub-
dued a man attempting to stab an-
other individual on 3rd Street in
Elizabeth, according to authorities.

According to a police report ob-
tained by The Westfield Leader,
Antonio Lopez, 52, of Elizabeth
was observed by Sergeant Carlo
Caparruva and Officer George
Gyure “repeatedly trying to stab”
Juan Esparcza, 43, of Elizabeth,
“in the torso area” with a steak
knife.

Officer Gyure drew his gun and
ordered  Lopez to drop his knife, but
Lopez “continued to lunge towards”
Esparcza, according to the police re-
port.

Sergeant Caparruva started shout-

ing commands in Spanish, at which
time Esparcza ran from the scene
while Lopez put the knife down.
The officers then tackled Lopez and
handcuffed him, according to the
report.

Lopez was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault with a
weapon, unlawful possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon.
Bail was set at $35,000, with a 10
percent cash bail. He was transported
to the Union County jail.

Esparcza was located and brought
to the sheriff’s department in Eliza-
beth for a statement. During the pro-
cess, it was found that Esparcza had
an outstanding criminal warrant, for
which he was charged and taken to
the county jail.

SUGAR COOKIES...The Woman’s Club of Westfield made 100 packages of
Christmas cookies at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield to be shared with the
patients of Runnels Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row, Delores Kilkenny, Anne Galante, Clemmie Tabor, Julia
Nardone and Midred Beese. Second row, Nancy Youngling, Marjore Wieseman,
Sally Brown, Helen Assmann and Madeline Roeber.

HELPING HANDS...Members of Pack 177 of Mountainside joined the community
to do their part on Clean Community Day. These Boy Scouts picked up trash and
debris at the Trailside Nature and Science Center in the Watchung Reservation.
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crease.” Whereas in the past, the vendor
would lower the bid price because he
would benefit from the resale of paper,
that is not happening at present.

Still, Mr. McAloon said the $20 per-
unit (household) fee is lower than sur-
rounding towns such as Kenilworth
and Cranford, which pay $24 or $26.

The alternative to the town’s recy-
cling practice, said third ward Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca, is to adopt
Fanwood’s model of operating a town
recycling center.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the town must
weigh the benefits of each. Westfield’s
method is more convenient, as opposed
to Fanwood’s, in which people must
sort their plastics by number and other
items by color.

“More and more, these are the judg-
ment calls we have to make [when
considering the economic impact of
such programs],” he said. “It’s a signifi-
cant service. It is convenient, but people
are paying a tax point and a half.”

As part of the omnibus fee package,
the ordinance calls for a $1,000 fee to
convene a special meeting of the plan-
ning board or board of adjustment, up
from $750.

In addition, the town council at its
Tuesday, December 3, meeting in-
creased other fees.

Concerning the Lamberts Mill Road
conservation center, permits will now
cost $65, up from $55. The daily fee,
formerly $15, has risen to $20.

The town will increase its per-prop-
erty sidewalk permit fee, from $1 to
$10.

The fee had not been changed since
the mid-1980s. Public Works Commit-
tee Chairman JoAnn Neylan called the

fees “reasonable” and “[commensu-
rate]” with those of other towns.

According to Acting Town Engineer
Kris McAloon, the permit is “for any
work done – repair, replacement or
constructing new sidewalk in the town
right-of-way. Everyone’s required to
get one. It’s only been a dollar. It gives
us an idea of where the work’s occur-
ring, gives our inspector a chance to
make sure everything is done to our
standards.”

The town council will hold its reor-
ganization meeting on Friday, January
2, 2009, at 6 p.m. at the municipal
building.

Greg Ryanfor The Westfield Leader
AN ANNUAL TRADITION…Westfield High School students gather to watch the
annual bonfire on November 26, at the Edison Intermediate School field. The
bonfire serves as a kickoff for the Homecoming Parade, Powder Puff game and
the traditional Westfield-Plainfield football game.
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WF Council OK’s Contract
For CWA Members

Westfield
Friday, November 21, Robert

Carter, 52, of Westfield was arrested
at the intersection of South Chestnut
Street and Tremont Avenue on a
Cranford warrant in the state crimi-
nal warrant system, with bail of $929.
Cranford authorities released Carter
on his own recognizance with a No-
vember 24 court date.

Friday, November 21, Jeremy D.
Joblon, 34, of Bloomfield was ar-
rested on a Clark traffic warrant dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the inter-
section of Central and Myrtle Av-
enues. He posted $321 bail and was
released.

Monday, November 24, Vincent L.
Irving, 57, of East Orange was ar-
rested at the East Orange Police De-
partment on an outstanding Westfield
criminal warrant with bail of $166.50.
He was held pending the posting of
bail.

Tuesday, November 25, Iris Y.
Contreras, 37, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at South Avenue and Crossway
Place on an outstanding North
Plainfield traffic warrant with bail of
$200. She was turned over to the
North Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, November 26, Rafael
Perez, 41, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant in the amount of $496. He
was turned over to the Union County
jail.

Wednesday, November 26, Joseph
Pintauro, Jr., 40, of Cranford was
arrested at the Monmouth County jail
on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant in the amount of $750. He
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, November 26, Robert
H. Schwartz, 38, of Westfield was
arrested on Doris Parkway on four
outstanding, Westfield traffic warrants
totaling $402. He was released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, November 26, Tina
Wissel, 47, of Westfield was arrested
on Lawrence Avenue on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant in the
amount of $120. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, November 26, Kim-
berly Matics, 37, of Union was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue, West, and Boule-
vard. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible individual.

Thursday, November 27, David
Ryan, 28, of Cranford was arrested at
North and Central Avenues on an
outstanding New Brunswick crimi-
nal warrant in the amount of $250. He
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, November 28, Derrion Ab-
erdeen, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
on South Avenue on an outstanding
Scotch Plains traffic warrant in the
amount of $165. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, November 28, Ronald
Posyton, Jr., 48, of Westfield was
arrested on the 100 block of Clifton
Street on an outstanding no-bail war-
rant from the Union County Sheriff’s
Office. He was processed and turned
over to the Sheriff’s Office.

Friday, November 28, Qing Yang,
40, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two
outstanding Clark traffic warrants, with
total bail of $329. She was released
after processing and posting bail.

Friday, November 28, Nicole
Carscadden, 24, of Cranford and
Matthew Poirier, 22, of Westfield were
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana after their motor vehicle
was stopped in the area of Central
Avenue and Oxford Terrace for hav-
ing tinted windows.

After further investigation, police
also charged Carscadden with three
separate counts of possession of pre-
scription legend drugs. She and Poirier
were transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed, issued sum-

monses and released.
Saturday, November 29, Nelson

Lemes, 24, of Linden was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on traf-
fic warrants from Westfield and Lin-
den, with bail amounts of $500 and
$154, respectively. Lemes was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail
on both warrants.

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 24, Leslie

Winn, 27, of East Orange was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to headquarters where she
was processed and released.

Monday, November 24, a student
at the Union County Vocational Tech-
nical School reported that someone
removed her backpack from her un-
locked locker, which contained an
iPod valued at $205.

Tuesday, November 25, a student
at Union Catholic High School re-
ported that someone removed his iPod
valued at $175 from his unlocked
locker.

Thursday, November 27, Brian
Mundy, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Saturday, November 29, Tanya
Meyers, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to headquarters where she was
processed and released.

Saturday, November 29, Heather
Christy, 19, of Cranford was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to headquarters where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, November 30, Max
Delnegro, 19, of Scotch Plains was
arrested for an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, November 30, a resident
of Canterbury Drive reported that
someone removed his vehicle, which
was parked in the street in front of his
house.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 25, Jennifer R.

Clementi, 36, of Winfield Park and
Renee A. Ronchi, 52, of Morristown
were arrested and charged in connec-
tion with prescription medication fraud.

According to police, a doctor on
Route 22 told police Clementi, a
former employee of his, might have
been fraudulently obtaining prescrip-
tions. Upon questioning, Clementi
told police Ronchi, her former co-
worker at the doctor’s office, would
call in the prescriptions for her and
Clementi would then pick them up.
The prescriptions were filled at four
different pharmacies.

Police said the prescriptionwere
datedfrom January 19, 2007  through
July 31 of this year. The prescriptions
in question were for Alprozolam or
Xanax, given for panic disorder and
anxiety; Advair Diskus, prescribed
for asthma or COPD; and Vicoden, a
pain management drug.

Ronchi was arrested at police head-
quarters on Monday, November 24,
and charged with fraudulently ob-
taining prescription drugs and pro-
viding them to others, obtaining a
controlled dangerous substance by
fraud and possession of prescription
medications without proper authori-
zation. She was released pending a
Friday, December 5, court date.

Clementi was arrested at her home
on Tuesday, November 25, and
charged with prescription fraud and
obtaining controlled dangerous sub-
stances by fraud. She was processed
and released pending a December 5,
court date.

Thursday, November 27, Mark
Dwyer, 27, of Mountainside was ar-
rested and charged for driving while
intoxicated after being involved in
an accident. According to police,
officers patrolling Summit Lane
found Dwyer next to his vehicle
where it came to a stop after hitting
two trees. He admitted to have been
drinking and was transported to
Overlook Hospital for injuries sus-
tained in the accident at which time
samples of his blood were taken for
blood alcohol level testing.

Sunday, November 30, a patron of a
restaurant on Route 22 reported that
while dining at the establishment,
someone entered her vehicle damag-
ing the driver’s side door lock and
attempted to remove the ignition box.
According to police, surveillance cam-
eras caught the perpetrators on tape
and the incident is under investigation.

daunting,” she said.
The Westfield program, “only

teaches the students English, it is not
a bilingual program,” she said. The
distinction comes based on student
numbers, she said. The Westfield dis-
trict has 10 or more students who
have a native language other than
English. With these numbers, the dis-
trict must provide an ESL program
and have certified ESL teachers. Were
there to be more than 20 students
whose native language was the same,
the district would be required to pro-
vide for a bilingual program and more
support specific to this common na-
tive language, Ms. Liggera said.

The curriculum that Ms. Liggera,
Ms. Ulanet and Mr. Greer plan to
teach focuses on the four core lin-
guistic areas of listening, speaking,
reading and writing with beginner,
intermediate and advanced levels for
each area, and related to the language
that students will need for school
itself and other practical issues.

The language of science, language
arts, mathematics and social studies
are core aspects of the curriculum.
“At the beginner level, for example,
we want to teach them the basic things
to do to survive in our schools,” Mr.
Greer said. At the more advanced
levels, students will be prepared to
“be in the school district once they’re
ready to exit the program.” Addition-
ally, students will learn to communi-
cate in day-to-day social interactions.

Board Vice-President Julia Walker
inquired about the exit rate of stu-
dents from the ESL program, which
Ms. Liggera said was typically three
to four years, although variations ex-
ist due to personal factors of students,
such as prior knowledge of English or
family situation.

The board also thanked the three
ESL teachers for their dedication and
“connection to families in situations
where the parent might not have the
answer,” Ms. Dolan said. For example,
the ESL teachers hold a meeting ev-
ery year at the Westfield Memorial
Library to meet parents and intro-
duce them to the ESL program, as
well as introducing them to a free
service that the town offers.

Board President Ginny Leiz also
asked the ESL teachers about the
standardized testing procedures for
English Language Learners (ELL’s).
Ms. Liggera said the state requires
ELL’s to take the mathematics por-
tion of the standardized tests, but
exempts them of the language-arts
portion for their first year. However,
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BOE Discusses ESL, Must
Meet New State Standards

the state has just implemented a Span-
ish version of the NJ ASK standard-
ized test. For students whose first
language is Spanish, exempting from
the language-arts portion will no
longer be an option because they will
take the Spanish version of the test.

In other business, Robert Morrison
of the public accounting firm Hodulik
and Morrison said he was “happy to
say” that he found “three clean opin-
ions” on the district’s accounting pro-
cesses. Mr. Morrison said the results
of a recent audit were a “tribute to the
management and staff” of the dis-
trict. “Everything is operating the way
it is supposed to be. You should take
comfort in this.”

The one, “small, managerial” rec-
ommendation Mr. Morrison had was
regarding a late reimbursement of
grant funds to the state. The grant
money totaled $5,000, according to
Board Member Anne Riegel.

The board also passed a motion to
approve the retirement of Renata
Miller Brenner, a biology teacher at
Westfield High School. Ms. Dolan
called her an “extremely knowledge-
able resource.” Ms. Dolan said Mr.
Brenner’s supervisor, David
Stonebach, said it was “not unusual
for [Brenner] to stay for hours after
the school day to help other teachers
plan their labs.”

The board also approved compen-
sation for the directors of the Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
spring musicals, after discussion from
the board prompted by board mem-
ber Ann Cary. Ms. Cary spoke to
“express her reservation” about the
EIS spring musical director, an out-
of-district hire who cannot be present
for the two weeks prior to the show.
Ms. Dolan said this would not happen
“in a perfect world,” but that “thought
went into [the current arrangement]”
and that “other options did not work
out.”

Finally, during the public portion
of the debate, resident Amy Flax rep-
resenting the New Jersey Coalition
for World-Class Mathematics, ap-
proached the podium. Ms. Flax said
the New Jersey Coalition for World-
Class Math is a “grassroots coalition
of people concerned with the state of
mathematics education in New Jer-
sey.” She requested that the Westfield
BOE consider a resolution urging the
state to revise its mathematics educa-
tion, as the Bridgewater-Raritan
school district has done. Ms. Leiz
said the matter would be discussed by
the board’s curriculum committee.

Police Officer Charged
With Stealing From PBA

PLAINFIELD — A Plainfield po-
lice officer was charged on Monday
with one count of third-degree theft
after he allegedly stole several thou-
sand dollars from the local Policeman’s
Benevolent Association (PBA), ac-
cording to Union County Prosecutor
Theadore Romankow.

 For the last year, Richard D. Brown,
Jr., 52, was the treasurer of the local
PBA in Plainfield, where he has served
as an officer for nearly 25 years. An
investigation revealed that between
June 11 and November 12 of this year,
“Brown wrote checks to himself from
the PBA account and treated the funds
as his own,” Mr. Romankow said.

During an audit last month other
members of the PBA noticed the fi-
nancial discrepancies and reported
their findings to the prosecutor’s of-
fice. Brown has been suspended from
the department and is scheduled to
make his first appearance before State
Superior Court Judge Joan Robinson
Gross on Friday, December 12, ac-
cording to a prosecutor’s office spokes-
man.

Drug-Prevention
Awareness ‘Takes Off’
WESTFIELD – Drug- and alco-

hol-prevention awareness is taking
many forms in the Westfield public
schools this fall.

Every school was provided with
reminders and materials during Red
Ribbon Week. Washington and
Jefferson Elementary school children
were visited by the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard, who landed by helicop-
ter on the school fields.

Officers on board spoke to the stu-
dents about leading healthy, drug-
free lives and gave all of them tours of
the helicopter. The visit was arranged
through Officer Gary Moore of the
Westfield Police Department’s
D.A.R.E. program.

Ro Ro’s Luncheonette at the site.
The next owner of the property could

maintain it as a restaurant but would
need to seek the approval of the zoning
board if he or she wished to increase
the size of the structure.

“So, a new restaurant could come in,
they could fix it up, but they couldn’t
make it any larger,” Mr. Blechinger
said. “A renovation can happen, but
they can’t enlarge it at all without a
variance.”

Given its location on South Avenue,
Mr. Nagy said he believes another simi-
lar restaurant could succeed on the prop-
erty.

“There has been talk that it is a good
location because it has parking, and it is
high-density traffic, and traffic for about
what I would call relatively quick pick-
up of food, fast food, it’s a good place,”
Mr. Nagy said.
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