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Uncovering Possible Solutions
In Threat to the Print World

Maybe My Professors Were Right;
Learning More at a Small Newspaper

More Than the Technical Parts,
The Pride it Meant to Me

Much to my initial surprise, from day
one I was not asked to act as a temporary
secretary at The Westfield Leader; rather
I was invited to become a member of the
paper’s staff. After recover-
ing from the shock that my
summer job would not entail
taking superiors’ lunch or-
ders and filing old docu-
ments, I began to take advan-
tage of the independence and
experience my internship of-
fered me, making every
learning opportunity worth-
while.

I discovered first-hand
how a professional newspa-
per operates, not by observ-
ing, but by taking part. Before I knew it,
I was not only manning the phone, but
also preparing press releases and laying
out articles. On hectic Wednesday morn-
ings, I edited page mock-ups, truly expe-
riencing what it’s like to work under a
deadline. Outside the office, I was cov-
ering local happenings and reporting like
a real journalist. I even was afforded the
opportunity of visiting the New York
Stock Exchange, and though the busy
trading floor was at first daunting, it was
fascinating to learn about the media’s
role in one of the most important build-
ings in the world.

As I came to discover through the
course of my internship, today we live in
a world where technology threatens the

print media outlet. Newspapers have to
offer more than just text, and reporters
cannot rely on only their writing skills.
As I aspire to be a journalist, these prob-

lems that face the communi-
cation industry worry me. But
while interning at The
Westfield Leader, I uncov-
ered possible solutions. Just
as much as I experienced pure
reporting and editing, I also
learned about photography,
videography, graphic design
and web publishing — skills
necessary to master in order
to become a journalist in this
rapidly changing era.

The technology The
Westfield Leader embraces and the pro-
fessional work I did with the responsi-
bility entrusted in me taught me more
about journalism than I could ever have
imagined. I can’t wait to utilize all that
I’ve learned this summer as Tri-Editor of
Westfield High School’s weekly news-
paper, Hi’s Eye, this fall. I believe that
my experience at The Westfield Leader
will also assist me in the more distant
future, in college and with my eventual
career. Interning at The Westfield Leader
educated me so much about journalism
and reinforced a passion in me that can
only continue to grow.

Amanda Simmons
Westfield

I always knew I wanted to be a writer.
This is somewhat attributed to the fact that
I am terrible at math and science. How-
ever, I have been passionate about be-
coming a journalist for as long as I can
remember.

So, to achieve my goal, I
have tried to intern at as many
different papers I can before I
graduate [University of Dela-
ware]. My professors have
always told me, ‘writers will
learn more at any small news-
paper than they will at a big-
ger paper.’ So, I took this ad-
vice and ran with it.

This summer at The Leader
and The Times, I have gained
more experience to help ad-
vance me into my chosen ca-
reer.

Covering a small town in which the
news may be slim some weeks, and coun-
cil meeting controversy is oftentimes at
its peak, has taught me how to look for
news where there sometimes isn’t quite so
much going on.

Coming off of a managing news editor
position at my twice-weekly school news-

paper and being a reporter at a weekly this
summer was a nice change for me.

This gave me some room to step away
from my beloved AP Stylebook for a
minute and focus on how to grow as a
writer. I have successfully learned a new

type of page layout system,
met many great people who
were kind enough to let me
feature them in stories, and I
even got the chance to spend
a day on a movie set of a new
Spike Lee film with Peter
Fonda.

All in little Westfield, who
knew?

Thank you to everyone at
The Leader/Times for the
opportunity to intern this
summer. I feel I have gained
valuable knowledge of cov-

ering small-town news and more experi-
ence on editing and layout. I had bylined
stories nearly every week, and I even
have some photo credits to my name.

So, as for what my professors said, I’m
thinking, they may have been right.

Katie Rogers
Linden

Coming from an internship at a daily
newspaper in a city like
Trenton, I found the
change of pace that a
weekly, local newspaper
affords to be more enjoy-
able. The weekly paper is
something that I am used
to as a result of my in-
volvement with my
weekly college paper. It
was, to say the least, nice
to go from police blotters
and gang activity in April
to charity events and stay-
at-home dads in May.

However, the best thing about my
experience at The Westfield Leader/
Times was not the familiarity of the
situation but the workload. Sounds
strange, right? I was given the opportu-
nity to do work that all the regular
writers did. I went in to the office ex-
pecting to be relegated to simple
deskwork, and, maybe in two weeks, I
would be given stories no one else
wanted. Instead, I was taught page lay-
out, and by the end of the first day, I had
my first assignment.

True, the interns didn’t have quite the
same workload as everyone else; but I
didn’t feel like I was just an intern. I got
my own press pass with my picture on
it, and I even had the unique experience
of following Assemblywoman Linda
Stender around for the day (thank you,
Mrs. Stender, for putting up with me).

Plus, I had the pride of having an
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

D.K.

Rudolph Buonanno, 80
A Funeral Mass was offered yester-

day, Wednesday, August 27, for
Rudolph V. Buonanno, 80, of Garwood
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church of Westfield. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Born and raised in Westfield, Mr.
Buonanno lived in Garwood for many
years. He worked for IBM.

His wife, Grace Buonanno, prede-
ceased him.

Surviving are a son, Rudy
Buonanno, Jr., and a brother, Ralph
Buonanno.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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Rev. William Burke, Jr.

Rev. William Burke, Jr., 79, Had Been
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Rector

The Very Reverend Canon William
A. Burke, Jr., D.D., 79, of Westfield
died on Monday, August 18, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in New York City, he had
lived in Scotch Plains before moving
to Westfield in 1966.

The Reverend Burke attended St.
Sophia Ukrainian Ortho-
dox Seminary, was or-
dained in 1974 and served
as rector of St. Stephen’s
Anglican Church in
Plainfield for 25 years be-
fore retiring in 2005. He
was elevated to the office
of Canon by Bishop John
Walter Gaines, D.E. in
2007.

His career as a railroad
signal tower operator be-
gan at the age of 19 on the
BandO Railroad and ended when he
retired from NJ Transit in 1991. He
served in the United States Army in
1953.

A self-taught musician, the Rever-
end Burke was substitute organist for
many local churches throughout his
life. He also was a gifted photogra-
pher, with his work having been fea-
tured in countless books, and local
newspapers for over 60 years.

An avid motorcyclist, he penned
the column “Sasquatch Sez” for the

NJ ABATE Newsletter. The Rever-
end Burke was a vital contributor to
local historical societies, most re-
cently providing input and narration
for programs on Channel 35 in
Fanwood.

His wife, Marnie Burke, prede-
ceased him in 1996.

Surviving are his
daughter, Maren Burke
Sugarman, and her hus-
band, Paul; his brother,
Richard Burke; two
granddaughters, Kate and
Marnie, and his beloved
cat, Bootsy.

A memorial service
will be held at 1 p.m. on
Sunday, August 31, at St.
Stephen’s Anglican
Church, located at the
Crescent Avenue Presby-

terian Church, 716 Watchung Avenue
in Plainfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
(www.ststephensanglican.com) or to
the Jersey Central Railway Historical
Society (www.jcrhs.org).

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. For additional information
or to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Mabel ‘Stevie’ Orr, 87, Former President
Of Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford

Priscilla A. Timler, 71, Avid Gardener;
Loving Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Mabel “Stevie” Stevenson Orr, 87,
died on Thursday, August 21, at the
Westfield Center-Genesis ElderCare
in Westfield.

Born October 7, 1920 in Pocomoke
City, Md., she was the daughter of the
late Marcia Ellen (Gibbons) Stevenson
and William Miller Stevenson.

Stevie graduated from Pocomoke
High School in 1939 and from
Goldey Business School in
Wilmington, Del. in 1941.

An avid gardener and longtime
member and former president of the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford,
she won numerous awards for her
floral arrangements.

Stevie worked at the pharmacy as a
volunteer at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit and became a full-time employee
in that department prior to retiring.

In 2001, she was preceded in death
by her husband, William H. Orr, Jr.,
whom she met at Overlook Hospital
and married in 1976.

Surviving are a brother, William
David Stevenson, and sister-in-law,
Frances Scott Stevenson, of
Pocomoke City, Md.; two nieces,
Susan Jean Stevenson of Fruitland,
Md. and Joan Scott Stevenson of
Takoma Park, Md., and a nephew by
marriage, Eric N. Sepler, also of
Takoma Park, Md.

A graveside service, officiated by
the Reverend Michael Samson of
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, will be held at 10 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, August 29, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. Pri-
vate cremation was under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made to The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.
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Priscilla Anne Timler (née Speitel),
71, of Westfield passed away peace-
fully at home surrounded by her lov-
ing family on Sunday, August 24,
after a long illness.

Mrs. Timler was born on April 26,
1937 at Fairmount Hospital in Jersey
City. Soon after, she moved with her
family to Elizabeth, where she at-
tended public grade schools. She
graduated from the Benedictine Acad-
emy and from the Berkeley School in
East Orange.

She had worked as a secretary for
the Baker-Taylor Company before
joining her husband at Fort Meade,
Md. as an Army wife in 1958.

In 1960 she moved to Westfield,
where she was a daily communicant at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church.

Mrs. Timler loved the Jersey Shore,
especially Long Beach Island, and
her home of 48 years in Westfield,
where she spent countless hours tend-
ing to her flower gardens. But most of
all she loved children, and in addition
to raising her own family, she was a
nanny to two other families’ children,
tending to them like they were her
own. She loved them and they loved
her back. There was never a shortage
of children around the Timler home.

Her five grandchildren, the oldest
now 19 and the youngest one year
old, were a source of great pride and

pleasure, and she enjoyed being with
them and following their accomplish-
ments every step of the way.

Mrs. Timler was the beloved wife
of 51 years to her husband, Richard
J. Timler, and the loving mother of
Patricia Buerkle and her husband,
Richard, of Hillsborough, John
Timler and his wife, Christine, of
Hillsborough and Kimberly Lord and
her husband, Tim, of Boyertown, Pa.
She also will be deeply missed by
her five cherished grandchildren,
Alison Buerkle and Ryan Buerkle of
Hillsborough, Timothy Lord and
Kirstin Lord of Boyertown and
Jessie-Amanda Timler of
Hillsborough, and by her loving sis-
ter, Colette Ward, and her husband,
Dr. Jack Ward, of Prescott, Ariz.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
August 28, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

A Funeral Mass will be offered at
10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, August 29,
at St. Helen’s Church in Westfield.
Entombment will be at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the Center For Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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‘Farmers Deserve Chance to Make
A Living at a Well-Run Market’

We read your recent article “Largest
Vendor Leaves Westfield Farmers Mar-
ket.” We were mentioned in the article,
and what is said about us in not correct.

Ms. McElynn is purported to have said
that, “An inspection revealed that Purple
Dragon imports organic fruits.”

There was never any inspection, and
we do not import anything. However, we
did have a distressing experience remi-
niscent of what happened to Donaldson’s
Farm, which caused them to leave the
market.

Earlier this year, we were contacted by
Ms. McElynn and asked if we would sell
at the Westfield Farmers Market.

My first response was that Purple
Dragon is not a farm; we work with many
small area farmers, both organic and al-
ternative. She said that she understood
that we were not a farm but still wanted us
there.

I said that although we have been in
business for over 20 years, we had not
found adequate amounts of organic pro-
duce in New Jersey and now worked with
farmers in New York, Vermont, Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania and Delaware.

She said we could sell anything as long
as it was raised on small farms. I asked if
we could sell bananas, which we get
through a supplier who buys from a farm
cooperative, which is made up of small
farmers.

She said that would be OK as long as
we were not buying from big companies,
which I understood to be Dole, etc., but
from small farms. We had a couple of
conversations to clarify points. I asked
for a letter stating what we had discussed
but got a very vague one, saying we could
sell food from small farms.

Not wanting to jeopardize the relation-
ship by complaining, I accepted that let-
ter. Ms. McElynn’s office had the Farm
Bureau mail us a Farm Market applica-
tion, which took a couple of months to
arrive.

In the interim, we were invited to par-
ticipate in several Earth Day events and
did so, having a farm market type display
at each so that we could see what sold,
what was involved and to educate our-
selves so we could do a good job in
Westfield.

We bought a canopy to protect the
workers and the food. My boyfriend, a
former New Jersey organic farmer who
participated in the New York City
Greenmarket and several New Jersey
farmers markets for years, said we had to
have a refrigerated truck to protect the
produce.

He had one that needed repair, so we
spent $1,800 to have it towed to the dealer
in Passaic and then about $7,000 having
it repaired. We then insured it. We pur-
chased about $1,000 of New Jersey honey

in five varieties so we could offer that at
the market.

Ms. McElynn said we could sell honey
even though another vendor would be
selling it as well. We filled out the paper-
work and submitted it with the requisite
checks. There was a small section about
having to be part of a New Jersey Farm
Council, and I contacted Ms. McElynn’s
office to find out if that applied to us since
we were not farmers.

It turned out that we did have to join
that organization to be able to sell at the
market, and after several phone calls to
them by Ms. McElynn’s office, they al-
lowed only New Jersey produce to be sold
at the market.

You can imagine our distress at hear-
ing this news after investing many hours
and over $10,000 to prepare to sell at the
Westfield Farmers Market. It seems that
any Westfield employee working to en-
list vendors for the farm market should
have known that only New Jersey goods
could be sold.

If we had been told this in our initial
conversation with Ms. McElynn, we cer-
tainly never would have made the prepa-
rations or spent the money that we, in
good faith, did.

To read Ms. McElynn’s reasoning,
that we could not be present at the mar-
ket because “an inspection revealed that
Purple Dragon imports organic fruits,”
is not only a slap in the face after all the
effort we put into trying to be there, with
no guarantee that we would make a profit,
let alone break even, but it is also not
true.

We have only represented ourselves as
doing what we do. We work with many
small, regional organic farmers and orga-
nize neighborhood groups where mem-
ber families get a market-variety basket
every other week.

We have been in business for over 20
years, with 1,000 member families, and
we have several groups in the Westfield
vicinity.

Interested families can find out more
information on our website at
PurpleDragon.com or call us at (973)
429-0391.

We have suffered financial loss and
harm through our interaction with the
people running the Westfield Farmers
Market. We do not want to suffer damage
to our long-established excellent reputa-
tion as honest and fair-priced purveyors
of organic foods due to misinformation
being published about us.

The people of Westfield deserve a well-
run market that can offer them a wide
variety of goods, and farmers and small
purveyors deserve a chance to make a
living at a well-run market.

Janit London,
Purple Dragon

Glen Ridge
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Robert Baird, 79, Was Plant Engineer;
Active In FCC, YMCA and Golf Club

Robert B. Baird, 79, of Scotch
Plains died on Friday, August 22, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in New York City, he was
raised in Montclair and moved to
Scotch Plains in 1955.

Mr. Baird had been a plant engi-
neer with Union Carbide in Bound
Brook for 40 years, retiring in 1994.

A 1950 graduate of Princeton Uni-
versity with a degree in general engi-
neering, he subsequently attended the
Wharton Business School. He then
entered the United States Navy as a
lieutenant and served during the Ko-
rean War.

Mr. Baird was a member of the
Suburban Golf Club in Union and
served for many years on the board of

directors of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA.

He was an active member of the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, serving as a trustee, usher
and also as the church photographer.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Darrow Howell Baird; a son, Arnold
H. Baird; two daughters, Susan D.
Baird and Linda B. DePrima; a brother,
David Baird, and seven grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Tues-
day, August 26, at the First Congrega-
tional Church. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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article with my name printed at the top
of it in the paper almost every
week. While my name in the
byline probably meant noth-
ing to most readers, it meant
the world to me (and my par-
ents).

The Leader/Times taught
me more than the technical
parts of reporting: It taught
me that when I graduate from
Rider University next May, I
will have the skills and expe-
rience to do my job.

I thank everyone at the
paper who didn’t get frus-

trated when I asked a dozen questions a
day, and I thank everyone who I got the
chance to meet and interview during
my short stint as an intern for The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

Laura Mortkowitz
Scotch Plains

New Round to Begin
For Walking Program
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Depart-
ment will accept participants for
Round 6 of its Steps to a Healthier
Mountainside walking program start-
ing the first week of September.

The eight-week program, which
will run from September to Novem-
ber, is funded in part by a grant from
the Blanche M. and George L. Watts
Mountainside Community Founda-
tion. Its purpose is to motivate resi-
dents to increase their activity levels
and maintain healthy lifestyles.

For a registration fee of $10, par-
ticipants receive a pedometer, T-shirt
and a guidebook. Participants, who
must be borough residents, are asked
to walk on a regular basis and count
their steps using the pedometer.

Walking can be done on one’s own
or as part of a group – even on
vacation or business trips. Weekly
step counts are submitted to the rec-
reation department, where they are
tallied and posted on the program’s
website, mountainside-nj.com/
steps.htm. New and returning par-
ticipants are welcome to register.

Incentive prizes, including gift
cards to local businesses and restau-
rants that promote healthy lifestyles,
will be awarded weekly.

Participation is limited. Registra-
tion takes place at the Mountainside
Recreation Department, 1385 Route
22, East. For more information, call
(908) 232-0015, or visit
m o u n t a i n s i d e - n j . c o m /
recreation.htm.

Joseph G. Gladis, 97
Joseph G. Gladis, 97, of Westfield

died on Tuesday, August 26, at home.
His wife, Mary Jane Ginthner

Gladis, predeceased him in 1993.
Surviving are his children, Joseph

Gladis, Frederick Gladis, Jane Gladis
and Elizabeth Lorenz, and seven
grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, August
29, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Funeral Mass will be held at 10
a.m. on Saturday, August 30, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Entombment will be at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
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