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Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

August 27, 2004: Seeded last in the
Angels Division, 6-16 St. Anthony
saved all of its artillery when it counted
and snuffed fourth-seeded St. Blaise,
12-9, in the St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League play-
offs at Brookside Park. Captain Tony
Perconte ignited Anthony’s 17-hit as-
sault with a two-run home run and
finished 3-for-3, including two doubles,
with four RBI and three runs scored.
Randy Grizzard whacked a two-run
homer and singled and Tim Deegan
ripped a pair of two-run singles.

August 27, 2003: Top-seeded
Hunter Avenue cruised to a, 15-2, vic-
tory on August 26 then emptied their
shotguns in Game 2 to finish off Shady
Lane, 11-4, to claim the Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball League championship
for the third consecutive year at Forest
Road Park. Slugger Steve Kamins,
who also had two singles, launched a
monumental three-run homer.

August 21, 2002: June 4-7, 1942 –
60 years ago – the United States Navy
and Air Force soundly defeated the
Japanese in history’s pivotal battle of
Midway in the Pacific Ocean. Two
veteran pitchers, Al Manzi and Pete
Lima, with a combined softball league
experience of more than 60 years
battled in a critical, emotional duel
until Watson Avenue scored two runs
in the bottom of the seventh inning to
sink Midway, 5-4, in Game 2 of the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation semifinals at Forest Road Park.

August 16, 2001: Nilsen Detective
Agency caused a major communication

breakdown by disconnecting Comcast
Cablevision, 18-5, in the deciding game
of the Union County Senior 50+ A Divi-
sion semifinals at Brookside Park. The
decisive victory set Nilsen up with a
showdown against top-seeded Antone’s
Pub & Grill for the championship. Al
Theresa went 3-for-3 with a double,
three RBI and two runs scored. Lenny
Yenish, who had three hits, and Ron
Ivory, who had an RBI double and a
single, each scored three runs.

August 16, 2000: Getting the best
of the law does not happen often.
However, Pioneer Transport trampled
L.A. Law, 16-0, in the first game of a
best of three semifinal series in the
Union County Senior Softball League
at Bierteumpfel Field in Union. Scotch
Plains’ own Dom Deo held the Law-
yers at bay by tossing a three-hitter.

August 17, 1999: Meyer’s Maraud-
ers staggered J. M. Quick, 14-5, in the
Game 4 of the Scotch Plains Softball
League A Division championships.
Marauder Mark Nies led the scourge
by thrashing two towering home runs
and amassing six RBI. On August 18,
Mark Nies launched a three-run home
run in the bottom of the eighth inning
to push Meyer’s Marauders to the title
with a 12-11 victory.

August 19, 1998: The Fanwood
Softball League is led by one man —
Bob Brelinsky. He umpires, helps
chalk the lines on the field, puts up his
homemade standings board and is well-
versed in every rule of the game. So it
was not surprising to see “Bobby”, as
he is known by all in the league, mak-
ing the last minute preparations for the
game between Shady Lane and
Willoughby.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Conference
Should Open in 2009-10

While it won’t happen during the
current school year, some major
changes will hit the local athletic land-
scape in 2009-10. Look for the Union
County schools currently in the
Watchung and Mountain Valley con-
ferences (plus Summit of the Iron Hills
Conference) to join forces and create
a Union County Conference.

“It’s going to happen,” WHS ath-
letic director Ed Tranchina said. “The
county athletic directors are all for it
and we’ve contacted the NJSIAA about
it, and they’re good with it.”

(If this sounds slightly familiar, you
might have read about the idea in the
Devil’s Den back on Sept. 14, 2006.)

County conferences are the only
way to go. They create better local
rivalries and don’t bleed the athletic
budget dry paying for gas. Forced con-
ferences, where the NJSIAA assigns
teams to a league, never, ever work
out.

After long absences, Gov.
Livingston, A.L. Johnson, Rahway and
Summit will return to the WHS sched-
ule in most sports, while Cranford is
back after a two-year hiatus in the
MVC. And Kearny, Shabazz, East
Side, West Side and Irvington would
be out. Basically it will look a lot like
the Watchung Conference of the 1960s
and early ’70s.

“It just makes sense,” Tranchina said.
“Less travel, less gas, more competi-
tive games in most sports, and more
time for the kids to do their home-
work, instead of traveling on buses.”

For football only, however, the
Union County Conference would
likely merge with the Skyland Confer-
ence, forming four 10-team divisions.
Here is how the football divisions
would break down, with enrollment in
parenthesis:

Division A: Elizabeth (3209),
Hunterdon Central (2147),
Bridgewater-Raritan (1989), Union
(1914), Hillsborough (1715),
Watchung Hills (1484), Franklin
(1438), Linden (1385), North
Hunterdon (1331), WHS (1317).

Division B: Montgomery (1249),
Plainfield (1244), Ridge (1216),
Phillipsburg (1135), SP-F (1096),
Warren Hills (1007), Rahway (827),
Voorhees (822), Somerville (797),
Summit (795).

Division C: Cranford (788), Gov.
Livingston (761), Hackettstown (737),
Delaware Valley (698), Hillside (693),
North Plainfield (625), A.L. Johnson
(618), Immaculata (596), Bernards
(558) and Roselle (558).

Division D: North Warren (531),

Roselle Park (469), New Providence
(463), Belvidere (414), Dayton (402),
Pingry (391), Brearley (358), Bound
Brook (340), Manville (270), South
Hunterdon (173).

The non-public (and non-football)
schools – Union Catholic (600),
Mother Seton (594), Roselle Catholic
(518), Kent Place (398), Oak Knoll
(360), Oratory (322), Benedictine
(260), St. Mary (214), St. Patrick (198)
– would compete in the other sports,
with schools put into divisions based
on size.

For a WHS fan, there are two big
problems from a football standpoint:
1) no SP-F on the schedule, and 2) no
Plainfield on Thanksgiving Day. In
that order! Supposedly, there is some-
thing built into the system where
Thanksgiving rivals could still meet,
while one division team would not be
on the schedule.

That’s fine. But there is no way
WHS should ever have a football
schedule that does not include SP-F.
Ever. Screw the playoffs. WHS and
SP-F simply have to be on each other’s
schedule. Make SP-F the Thanksgiv-
ing Day opponent (as they should be
already), and let Plainfield face Eliza-
beth (SP-F’s current Turkey Day foe).
Yes, the WHS-Plainfield game is
loaded with tradition, but 10 years
after it has been replaced by WHS vs.
SP-F, nobody will remember it. (Re-
member the great Westfield-Montclair
football games? How about the WHS
vs. Newark Academy swim meets?
Westfield’s baseball games in the
Greater Newark Tournament? Remem-
ber the varsity swim meets in the Rooke
Pool? Remember the tiny hot dog stand
where the football scoreboard is now?)

Of course, nothing is official yet.
The NJSIAA proposal will be voted
on at an executive meeting next month,
where there will be discussion and a
possible vote. If voted in, the plan
would go into effect in September
2009.
SUMMER BASEBALL UPDATE

The Westfield Kekumbas captured
the 18-and-under Central Jersey Base-
ball League regular-season champi-
onship on July 23 with a 7-6 victory
over Somerville. The Kekumbas fin-
ished the regular season with a 9-1
record. In the league’s post-season
tournament, the Kekumbas beat
Westfield Blue 7-3, Ridge Green 12-7
and then Dunellen 12-2 in the title
game.

The team’s was composed of re-
cently graduated WHS athletes and its
regular lineup was: cf Evan Einstein,

2b Mark Melino, ss-p Evan Shapiro,
1b Mike Mosier, ss-p Mike Melillo,
3b-dh Matt Loughlin, c Mike Nanna,
rf James Hughes, lf Ray Connery, dh
Joe Vall-Llobera, p Joe Green.

The Westfield Martin Walberg Post
3 American Legion team posted an 8-
12 record. While most Legion teams
use the best, most experienced players
available (including college freshmen
who are still eligible, age-wise), Post
3 for quite a few years now has used
the Legion season to give next year’s
varsity players some experience to
prepare them for next spring, sort of an
extended junior varsity season. This
summer’s team had only three mem-
bers of the 2008 varsity: Matt Isabella,
A.J. Murray and Kyle Hayden.

Second-year coach Ken Miller’s
normal lineup (with batting average)
included: ss Rob Granstrand (.378),
2b Max Fusaro (.274), c Murray (.403),
3b Isabella (.333), dh-3b Rob Ander-
son (.347), cf Joe Ondi (.288), rf Mike
Buontempo (.250), lf Kevin Clancy
(.230) and 1b Brett Johnson (.260),
along with Dave Babetski 2b-of (.227)
and Phil Russo ss (.225). Pitching was
handled by Aiden Scanlon (5-3),
Hayden, Jake Fox, Russo and Ander-
son.

Highlight of the summer was a win
over Elizabeth, against the same
pitcher who defeated WHS in the
Union County Tournament final! Add
flame-throwing pitcher Chris Jenkins
and hard-hitting Mike Clark – who
both opted to play in other leagues – to
that group and it should be another
very interesting baseball season next
spring.

“Not having Chris and Mike hurt,”
Miller said, “but it gave more kids a
chance to play every day. It was a good
learning experience.”

GONE, NOT FORGOTTEN
Speaking of summer baseball, this

past Aug. 19 was the 19th anniversary
of the passing of longtime Westfield
Hawks/Bombers/Merchants player-
coach Robert Turner, who was killed
by a hit-and-run driver while helping
an accident victim on the Garden State
Parkway in Aberdeen.

Turner, whose grandson Lamont
(WHS ’99) was one of the great all-
around athletes in recent school his-
tory, was a beloved man. It would only
be right if the Town of Westfield did
the right thing by renaming Tamaques
No. 4 as Robert L. Turner Memorial
Field in his memory next Aug. 19 (a
Wednesday), on the 20th anniversary
of his death.

All former Merchants or interested
parties please contact me at the email

address below, and let’s make this
happen!

SCRAPBOOKS, PHOTOS
SOUGHT

The late Bobby Dougherty is being
inducted into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame this Nov. 24, at the
Westwood. Since the Hall of Fame has
been unable to locate any relatives, we
are asking that any “old timers” or
former classmates who read this and
might have scrapbooks and/or old team
photos or even any information at all
about “old No. 10” contact me at the e-
mail address below, or write me in
care of The Westfield Leader. The
scrapbooks and photos will be re-
turned, but are needed for the displays
each athlete gets at the banquet. Bobby
was one of the all-time great athletes
at WHS and deserves to be re cognized
by the community.

WOJCIK TO PENN
After serving as an assistant coach

for six years at Harvard and last year at
Bowdoin in Maine, former WHS star
Chris Wojcik has been named an as-
sistant lacrosse coach at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. Wojcik was a
three-sport star (soccer, wrestling, la-
crosse) at WHS (’92) and a two-sport
star and captain (soccer, lacrosse) at
Harvard. He was inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in
2002.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
After scrimmaging Long Branch this

past Tuesday, WHS will hold its sec-
ond scrimmage on Saturday, 10 a.m.,
when Somerville comes to Kehler Sta-
dium. The “game scrimmage” will
take place a week from tomorrow,
Sept. 5, 4 p.m., against Livingston,
also at home.

The real season opens Friday night,
Sept. 12, at Shabazz. After another
Friday night game the following week
at Kearny, the Blue Devils’ home
opener will be Saturday, Sept. 27,
against Linden.

P.S.: There are just 15 days until
opening night!

Speaking of opening night, my
brother CJ and I were in Massillon,
Ohio, last Friday night to watch the
Tigers outlast Akron Buchtel 45-29.
The crowd was just over 8,000 and the
50-50 winner took home $2,405. We
even stayed to watch Bo Grunder, a 5-
foot-9 junior receiver who caught four
TD passes, lead the amazing Massillon
Swing Band in the playing of the school
song, as the team and fans sang along.

With a new coach, Massillon aban-
doned its all-black helmets with the
Tiger decal, and went for blank white
helmets – the same style as the Tigers’
last state championship team. (Oh, did
I mention the speakers hooked up at
every corner downtown, with ’50s old-
ies music playing non-stop? I thought
I was in heaven.)

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return on

Sept. 18. Every Thursday in-season a
WHS athlete, relay team, coach or fan
will be honored, and earn a free sub
from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
complaints, comments and suggestions
at bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Returns

September 18

Luxury Condominium Residences
For Those 55-plus

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 
Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900

Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

By Appointment Only

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Model Now 
Open!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering
plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where
prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and
specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

Leave your car in the garage,
Downtown is at your doorstep.

Luxury Condominium Residences 
in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
FINAL REGULAR-SEASON:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of August 24:)

TEAM  W   L Pct
St. Patrick 17   7 .708
St. Luke 16   8 .667
St. Jude 14 10 .583
St. Joseph 12 12 .500
St. Anne 10 14 .417

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM  W   L Pct
St. Aloysius 14 10 .583
St. Anthony 13 11 .542
St. David   9 15 .375
St. Matthew   8 16 .333
St. Stephen   7 17 .292

St. Luke 18, St. Stephen 10
The Lukes plated 11 runs in the

second. Luke’s Tom Ulichny went 4-
for-4, while Rick Regenthal and Bruce
Evans added three hits each. Bob
Camisa led the Stevie Wonders with
three hits, including a round-tripper.
St. Patrick 22, St. Jude 9

Pat men Keith Gibbons, Scott
Curtis, Marty Bernstein, Al Betau
and Sal Gano all had three hits. Kevin
St. Onge rapped two dingers. Judie
Damon Roth homered and doubled.
St. Aloysius 11, St. David 10

Bob Guy went 3-for-3 with a homer.
David’s Jeff Friedlander stroked four
singles.
St. Joseph 30, St. Anne 11

Every player on Talcott’s Joeys had

multiple hits. Walt Patrylo (HR) went
6-for-6.
St. Stephen 16, St. Anthony 7

Jason Fiore and Fessock led the
Stephen attack with four hits apiece.
Anthony’s Pat Reilly went 3-for-3.
St. Matthew 12, St. Luke 7

Matts Scotty Smith collected four
hits and Mark Ragan added three,
including a homer.
St. Aloysius 18, St. Matthew 8

Bob Barone led the Als with three
doubles and a homer. Tim Deegan
also contributed four hits. Mattmen
Marty Marks went 4-for-4, while
Keith Karyczak and Captain Tony
Radice added three hits apiece
St. Luke 20, St. Joseph 4

Lukester Gerry Riepe had four bin-
gos, while Harry Semple and Bruce
Evans hacked three hits apiece.
St. Anthony 22, St. David 13

Anthony scored 14 runs in the first
frame. Captain Tony Perconte had
four hits and five RBI. Lou Messano,
Brian Mahoney and Dave Stetin also
contributed four hits each. David’s
Larry Fleischman and Jerry Miccolis
had four hit nights.
St. Patrick 19, St. Stephen 4

The Patties were led by Kevin St.
Onge, Jim Killeen, Brian Dunn and
Brian Glod with four hits each.

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield . . .Magnificent brick ranch in a prestigious location on a cul-de-sac. This home has all the amenities

that one could ask for.Great flow for entertaining with foyer opening to gracious living room  w/frplc and

formal dining room. Gourmet kitchen features a Viking  appliance package, granite cntrs, wet bar w 2 drawer

refrig, Heritage cabinets w/silver drawers, lighted glass frnt panels. Adjacent family room has 2 walls of Anderson

wndw w/tinted shield, corner frplc. Master suite offers his & her walk-ins closets, new step-in oversized shower

w/rain shower. 2 additional BRs, newer family bath & laundry Full basement has enormous gaming room,

media room w/ frplc, full bath w/ whirpool tub & stall shwr, porcelain tile flr throughout. Extensive landscaping

w/ custom lighting & circular drive. This is a must see. The ideal place to call home.      $1,599,000.


