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Start of School Year Offers
Opportunity For Reflection
By REVEREND PAUL KRITSCH

“School bells ringing, children
singing. It’s back to Robert Hall
again.” If you grew up in the “Chi-
cago Land” area in the 1950s and
’60s, like I did, you’ll recognize that
jingle advertising a local clothing
store. As soon as we heard it, all of us
children knew that summer was al-
most over and school was looming
on the horizon. The thought elicited
a joyous “Hooray!” from the
kindergarteners and an almost pain-
ful groan from the teens.

In recent years, the thought of an-
other school year also often has en-
gendered a spirited discussion about
the separation of church and state and
how that impacts upon our public
schools. Public school teachers who
are active Christians are very aware
of what they can and cannot say about
their faith and in what contexts. Most
students and parents want to show
respect for the wide variety of faiths
and non-faiths reflected in the school
population, but some wish they also
could find a venue to express their
specific, heartfelt prayers about the
school year to come.

For the past 55 years, Redeemer
Lutheran Church of Westfield has
been blessed with a parochial grade
school where we not only start each
year, but also every day, with prayer.

We know how valuable such begin-
nings have been for us. Rather than
keep that goodness to ourselves, Re-
deemer has frequently offered a back-
to-school worship service for the en-
tire community.

This September 3 at 7 p.m. will
mark the eighth time in the last 14
years that a back-to-school worship
service will be held at Redeemer.
Educators, students, parents and ad-
ministrators from all the local schools
are invited. The service will have a
quiet, contemplative tone. This year’s
theme is “Is my space His space?,”
based on St. Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians chapter 10 verse 31:
“Whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God.”

One hundred and eighty-one days
are upon us. The atmosphere is one of
anticipation of both joy and trepida-
tion. There’s much to accomplish and
to experience. Even nine months isn’t
long enough; even one day can be too
long. No matter where you’re at in
your thoughts about the new school
year, we invite you to join us on
September 3.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Kritsch currently is in his
20th year as senior pastor of the
Redeemer Lutheran Church and
School, located at 229 Cowperthwaite
Place in Westfield.

NAMI Program to Address
Loved Ones of Mentally Ill

AREA – The Union County Chap-
ter of NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) will begin its fall Fam-
ily-to-Family Education Program on
Thursday, September 4. The course
will meet from 7 to 9:30 p.m. on
Thursdays over a 12-week period.
There is no charge and all necessary
materials will be furnished at no cost.

This course is offered specifically
to parents, siblings, spouses, teen-

age and adult children and signifi-
cant others of those with severe and
persistent mental illness.  In a confi-
dential setting, loved ones will learn
how to understand and support their
ill relative while maintaining their
own wellbeing. This program is not
appropriate for persons who, them-
selves, suffer from one of the major
mental disorders.

NAMI members who have com-
pleted intensive training will instruct
this course. Curriculum topics will
include schizophrenia, bipolar disor-
der (manic depression), clinical de-
pression, panic disorder and obses-
sive-compulsive disorder, among other
conditions; the clinical treatment of
these illnesses and how caregivers can
learn to cope more effectively.

Attendees will learn about the biol-
ogy of the brain, new research, medi-
cations, skills needed to successfully
communicate with a relative and how
to deal with critical periods. Other
topics will include advocacy, fight-
ing stigma and problem solving.

Classes will meet at the Clark Rec-
reation/Municipal Building, 430
Westfield Avenue in Clark. Registra-
tion is required prior to the start of the
course. To register, call Pat at (732)
382-0762.

Church Women Reveal
Needle Nite Sessions

FANWOOD – The women of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church have
announced that Needle Nite sessions
will be held on Fridays, September 5,
October 3 and November 7, at 7:30
p.m. in the church’s Westminster Hall
on Marian Avenue.

“Anyone with a desire to learn a
new needle skill is welcome,” the
women said in a statement. “If you
would like to use your needle skills to
benefit Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital with quilts or afghans, we will
be glad to have you join us. Our goal
this year is 25 quilts.”

Materials, patterns and guidance
will be available, and walk-ins are
welcome. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891
or e-mail fanwoodpres@erols.com.

Fanny Wood Festival Events
To Include Kids’ Activities

FANWOOD – The Children’s En-
tertainment area at the annual Fanny
Wood Day festival on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21, once again will feature a
variety of activities for youngsters and
adults, sponsored in part by PNC Bank.

This year’s event will include such
offerings as the Trackless Train, Jun-
ior Obstacle Course, Bounce ’n Slide
Funhouse, Kiddiepillar maze,
Moonwalk and Rockwall.

Emphasizing greater safety, these
activities will allow children of all
ages to bounce and slide as they spend
time in these air-supported amuse-

ments. Some activities will have age
limitations so that younger children
will not have to compete for space
with older, more energetic partici-
pants. A nominal fee or a $10 unlim-
ited all-day pass will be charged to
participate in all of the activities to
cover the remaining rental costs.

Fanny Wood Day also will include
music, gymnastics demonstrations,
ice cream and pie-baking contests,
food vendors and arts and crafts items
for sale. The festival will be held from
noon to 5 p.m. along South and
Martine Avenues in Fanwood.

CONTACT We Care Plans
Open House at First Baptist
WESTFIELD – CONTACT We

Care, the 24-hour caring and crisis
hotline based in Westfield, will hold
an open house on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield. The public is in-
vited to attend to learn about volunteer
opportunities with the organization.

The 33-year-old, non-profit orga-
nization offers the gift of listening to
callers in need. Since it first began in
1975, CONTACT has trained more
than 1,000 volunteers. The next train-
ing class will begin on Wednesday,
September 24, in Westfield.

CONTACT’s 50-hour volunteer
training includes presentations by
experts in active listening, grief re-
covery, mental health issues, sub-
stance abuse, spirituality and sui-
cide prevention.

Along with a presentation by

Training Director Susan Fasano, the
open house will include a special
interactive presentation for
caregivers entitled “Constructive
Caring.” Licensed Clinical Social
Worker Connie Palmer will give the
presentation.

“CONTACT’s Open House is a
wonderful opportunity for members
of the community to learn more about
our unique direct service organiza-
tion and to meet and talk to current
CONTACT volunteers,” said David
Owens, executive director.

For more information or to re-
spond for the open house, call (908)
301-1899.

Blood Drives Slated
At Area Locations

AREA – New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices (NJBS) will conduct blood
drives on Saturday, September 6,
from 1 to 6:30 p.m. and Sunday,
September 7, from noon to 5:30 p.m.
at the Jersey Gardens Outlet Mall,
located at 651 Kapkowski Road in
Elizabeth.

Drives also will be held on Monday,
September 8, from 3 to 8:30 p.m. at
Temple Beth O’r, located at 111 Valley
Road in Clark, and on Saturday, Sep-
tember 13, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
Citi Smith Barney, located at 140 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield.

All donors will receive free mini-
medical exams on site and informa-
tion about their temperature, pulse rate,
blood pressure and hemoglobin level.

Eligible donors must be at least 17
years old, weigh a minimum of 110
pounds, be in good health and meet
all Food and Drug Administration
and New Jersey State Department of
Health donor criteria.

NJBS also welcomes inquiries
from organizations that wish to
schedule a blood drive. To contact
NJBS, call (800) 933-2566 toll free
or visit nybloodcenter.org.

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.300 $149
FULL ea. pc. 440 $219

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 420 $209
FULL ea. pc. 570 $285
QUEEN set 1300 $649
KING set 2000 $999

J A D E
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 570 $285
FULL ea. pc. 720 $359
QUEEN set 1670 $835
KING set 2490 $1245

S A V O Y
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.1140 $569
FULL ea. pc. 1380 $689
QUEEN set 3000 $1499
KING set 4320 $2159

S A T U R N
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.1320 $659
FULL ea. pc. 1600 $799
QUEEN set 3510 $1755
KING set 5020 $2509

on these featured models!
SAVE 50%

It’s an incredible opportunity – the world’s finest mattresses at 50% off! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman hand-tufted

mattress since 1893. They’re entirely handmade in the USA, utilizing only the finest natural 
cotton upholstery. What’s more, each boxspring is 8-way hand-tied with fine Italian twine. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

4 days only!

Plus save 35-45%
on all other models

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 • www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5

Annual Chelsea Golf Outing
To Benefit Rescue Squads

AREA – Volunteer rescue squads
in nine New Jersey communities will
receive the proceeds of the Fifth
Annual Golf Outing on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16, sponsored by Chelsea
Senior Living and Inglemoor Reha-
bilitation and Care Center.

The event will take place at the
Fiddler’s Elbow Golf and Country
Club, located at 81 Rattlesnake
Bridge Road in Bedminster. Break-
fast at 7 a.m. will be followed by an
8 a.m. shotgun start for 18 holes.

Lunch and presentation of awards
will be held at 1 p.m.

Golfers or their companies pay to
play or may sponsor a banner, holes
or tees. Checks will be presented to
the volunteer rescue squads that serve
Chelsea communities in
Bridgewater, East Brunswick,
Fanwood, Manalapan, Montville,
Tinton Falls, Warren, Brentwood As-
sisted Living in Toms River and The
Worthington in Brick. In past years,
squads have received up to $2,000
each.

“This is our annual thank you to
the volunteer EMTs and first re-
sponders who serve our communi-
ties,” stated Roger Bernier, presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer of
Chelsea Senior Living.

Inglemoor is an acute care nursing
home and rehabilitation center in
Livingston, which also is served by
volunteer EMS responders.

Interested individuals or compa-
nies may call (908) 889-4200 to ob-
tain a registration form.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

NEW LION YEAR…The Westfield Lions Club will resume its regular meetings
on September 9. Meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the
month at 7 p.m. at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield. New members are welcome to attend a meeting and join at any time.
For more on Lionism, visit westfieldnj.com/lions. Pictured, Alberta Capria-Ryan
passes the gavel to 2008-2009 President Mike Gordeuk.

Toastmasters Post
September Events

WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of
Westfield, a local public speaking club,
will host two special events next month.

On September 4 will be the annual
Storytelling/Kids Night, hosted by
Westfield resident Anne Baker. This
meeting, which begins at 7:30 p.m.
(a departure from the usual time),
will feature fun, lighthearted stories
and speeches designed for children.

The second event will be the club
contest, which will begin at 7:45 p.m.
on September 11. The winner of the
contest, which focuses on humor, will
progress to the next level of Toast-
master contests later in the year.

Prospective members and guests
are welcome to visit a meeting before
joining. The club meets every first,
second and fourth Thursdays of each
month, from 7:45 to 9:30 p.m. at
Sunrise of Westfield, 240 Springfield
Avenue. For more information, visit
tmwestfield.freetoasthost.ws or call
Allison Inserro at (732) 516-9852.

UNLIMITED COMMUNICATIONS
305 South Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

908-654-6440

GRAND RE-OPENING
OUR 8TH YEAR IN WESTFIELD

FREE AIR CARD
After Rebate

with new 2 Year
Activation

Blackberry Pearl
$9999

AFTER REBATE

$149.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN-REBATE WITH
NEW 2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN OF $79.99

Voyager
$14999

AFTER REBATE

$199.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN REBATE WITH
2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for $59.99 BroadbandAccess Plan).  IMPORTANT
CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate
form and credit approval.  Up to $175 early termination fee.   V CAST and VZ
Navigator: Add’l charges req’d.  V CAST Music and Song ID: V CAST Music
phone, airtime and per song charges req’d.  Offers and coverage, varying by
service, and handset, not available everywhere.  [Offer valid until July 31,
2008 while supplies last and only on any new 2 year activation.]  Network
details and coverage maps at vzw.com.  Offers & coverage, varying by service,
not available everywhere.  While supplies last.  Shipping charges may apply.
[Rebate takes up to 6 wks.]  2008 Verizon Wireless Authorized Retailer

JCC Trip to Feature
Grounds For Sculpture

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, is launch-
ing a new program entitled Active
Adult Adventures.

A trip to the Grounds for Sculpture
in Hamilton will take place on Thurs-
day, September 11. The bus will de-
part the JCC at 9:15 a.m. and return at
approximately 3:30 p.m. The cost is
$45 for members and $50 for non-
members. Advance registration is re-
quired by Thursday, September 4.

To register or learn more about
Active Adult Adventures, visit
jccnj.org or contact Barbara Weisbart
at bweisbart@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 207.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom 

 A Place To Call Home 
 

Our Welcome Weekend is almost here!  Come 

and get to know us.  Please RSVP to the office by 

9/3 if you can attend. 
 

Friday, 9/5, 7 p.m.  - Wine & cheese for the 

adults, Crafts for the Kids, followed by Family 

Shabbat Service at 8:00  

 

Saturday, 9/6, 9 a.m. -  Religious School Open 

House.  Find out why our kids (and teachers) LOVE our 
Shabbat morning program for K – 3rd  graders. 
 

We welcome members from the surrounding communities in 
Union and Essex counties and offer dynamic programming 
for all interests and ages.   
 

The High Holidays will be here before you know it!  
Please join us as we celebrate in reflection, renewal and 
song.  Please call our office for service details and to 
RSVP. 
 

                Celebrating over 50 Years 

of Reform Jewish Commitment 

 

78 S. Springfield Avenue, Springfield, NJ 

973-379-5387 - www.shaarey.org 

Chelsea to Present
Free Wine Tasting

FANWOOD – A free wine tasting
will take place on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 10, at 7 p.m. at Chelsea As-
sisted Living, located at 295 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

The event will feature a compli-
mentary lesson on French wines fol-
lowed by the wine tasting. Interested
individuals are asked to respond by
calling (908) 654-5200.


