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Fanwood Approves $8.4-Mil.
Budget, Resulting in 2 Layoffs
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John Maguire for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELL DONE...Sergeant Scot Worswick receives a Letter of Commendation last
week from Councilman Keith Turner upon retiring from Mountainside police force.

Fanwood Implements Bulk
Waste Program Permit Fee

FANWOOD — Effective this fall,
the Borough of Fanwood will imple-
ment a permit fee for the annual
residential bulk waste cleanup pro-
gram. The cost of the annual permit
fee is $65 (for one pickup, one time
only) and provides for the disposal
of up to 750 pounds of bulk waste
per residence.

The rules and regulations, with
the exception of the weight limit and
permit fee, are the same as previ-
ously published in the 2008 Depart-
ment of Public Works annual sched-
ule.

Residents who have less than 750
pounds of material for disposal are
encouraged to combine with their
neighbors and purchase one permit
under one name.

All materials must be placed in
front of the permit holder’s residence
and the combined total amount placed
at the curb for disposal may not ex-
ceed the 750-pound limit.

Residents who do not have a permit
in the window will not have their bulk
waste picked up. The completed per-
mit application, including a check
and proof of residence, should be

returned to the borough no later than
September 10.

A copy of the application can be
downloaded at visitfanwood.com.
The permit placard and sticker will
be mailed once the completed appli-
cation is received.

For more information, contact the
Department of Public Works at (908)
322-7404.
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Tom Atkins
event as an outright crisis during his
tenure, Mr. Atkins said “protecting
the town” from the state’s affordable
housing mandates might fall into that
category. He also said the periodic
litigations against the township, es-
pecially the employment-related
cases, “were trying.”

He said some of the unexpected
deaths within the township family —
including Councilman Frank
Donatelli in May 1999, Councilman
Tarquin Bromley in September 2000,
Police Chief Mark Zyla in October
2005 and Township Attorney Dou-
glas Hansen two months later — were
“very sad.”

Mr. Atkins said his advice to his
successor would be to “keep your
ears and eyes open all the time. Speak
when you’re ready. Speak after you’ve
thought.” He said he was confident
that Mr. Capabianco was up to the
task. “He’s very patient. He listens
and observes.” He said it was impor-
tant that Mr. Capabianco “get to know
the town, get to know the people.”

Mr. Capabianco began working for
the township on August 18, and Mr.
Atkins said he spent time introducing
him to certain people around town,
including local businesspeople, edu-
cation officials, and local clergy who
“might be able to help with social
services.”

Whether or not he gets to use his
township car one last time, Mr. Atkins’
one-mile trip home tomorrow will be
different than when he left Metuchen
in 1980. After his last day there he
turned in his borough-provided car
and, with no way else to get home,
jogged the eight-plus miles back to
Fanwood.
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Back to School

jurisdictions, as to why they should
not pay for their own police coverage.
The state already receives a big per-
centage of every ticket written as
well,” Mr. Parizeau said.

On the $80 million fund for grants
for towns with paid departments,
Chief Parizeau said, “It would end up
like all the other money the state
collects. Gone.”

Fanwood Councilman Anthony
Parenti, a former borough police chief
and ex-director of the Union County
police academy, said of the bill, “I’m
totally opposed.”

“It’s like putting a bounty out,” he
said, adding that the number of tick-
ets issued would likely drop, “be-
cause the police really don’t believe
in this (surcharges).”

He said the state’s police chiefs
association and the traffic officers
association both oppose the legisla-
tion.

“I really don’t think the bill is go-
ing anywhere,” Mr. Parenti said.

Mr. Parenti said he is proposing
that the legislation instead focus on
how the current revenue stream in the
municipal courts in New Jersey is

calculated. He said revenue is cur-
rently divided 50 percent to towns
and 50 percent to county govern-
ments. Mr. Parenti said he wants that
changed to 80 percent to municipali-
ties and 20 percent to counties.

“It would have no impact on mo-
torists, but it would help municipali-
ties,” Mr. Parenti said.

The New Jersey Police Traffic Of-
ficers’ Association will discuss Mr.
Van Drew’s bill, as well as Mr.
Parenti’s proposal at its September 3
meeting, according to Mark Wilson,
operations manager for the associa-
tion. Mr. Parenti serves as executive
director for the association.

According to Roman Martyniuk, a
spokesman for the New Jersey Police
Chiefs Association, the association
has a “long standing existing policy
opposing surcharges on law enforce-
ment.”

“It’s safe to say we would be op-
posed to it (the legislation),” Mr.
Martyniuk said, although the police
chiefs association has not taken a
formal position given the association’s
summer recess.

Laptop Computers Stolen
From Park Middle School

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
police are investigating a burglary at
Park Middle School.

According to Detective Lieutenant
of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment, Brian Donnelly, someone en-
tered Park Middle School through a
courtyard door and removed laptop
computers from rooms sometime
during the night on Monday, August
18 and Tuesday, August 19. A school
custodian discovered the burglary last
Tuesday morning.

The laptops, according to Lt.
Donnelly, were kept in a cart for
student use. Approximately 15 to 20
laptops were taken from the school,

and no sensitive material or impor-
tant personal information was con-
tained on the laptops, Lt. Donnelly
said. Police are currently investigat-
ing the burglary and following leads.

When asked if she could confirm
what was stolen from the school and
whether the school building was
equipped with an alarm system, Park
Middle School Principal Lisa
Rebimbas told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she could not
comment on the burglary due to the
ongoing police investigation. How-
ever, she said the school would look
into getting the laptops replaced
through the district insurance policy.

Park Middle School is not equipped
with any alarm systems.

Westfield
**Monday, August 25, Gian Nieto, 18,

of Westfield was arrested and charged with
criminal trespassing after entering Westfield
High School through, as he told police, an
unlocked side door. Alarms were activated
from within the high school and police
surrounded the building. Nieto concealed
himself in shrubbery next to the building
after exiting the building. As an officer
exited his police vehicle, he began to walk
away but was stopped by police. According
to police, nothing has been reported missing
from the school building.**

Tuesday, August 19, after being stopped
on South Avenue for allegedly acting in a
suspicious manner, Mark Walker, 2nd, 21,
of Neptune was arrested on two outstanding
Asbury Park warrants. They included a
criminal warrant for $250 and a traffic
warrant for $350. He was released on his
own recognizance.

Tuesday, August 19, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations at East Broad
Street and Central Avenue, Jesse Leibowitz,
26, of Livingston was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was released on his own
recognizance with two summonses.

Wednesday, August 20, after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Boule-
vard, Ronald Dismuke, Jr., 21, of Easton,
Pa. was arrested on a charge of possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and on a criminal warrant from
Plainfield for $500. He posted bail and was
released on a summons.

Thursday, August 21, James F. Moloney,
54, of Cranford was arrested at New Street
and Central Avenue on a Warren Township
traffic warrant for $89. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and released on his own
recognizance.

Saturday, August 23, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, Philip Fladger,
37, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) on
the 1000 block of South Avenue, West. Per
John’s Law, he was held at Westfield police
headquarters until sober and then released.

Saturday, August 23, Isha C. Lee, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 600 block of South Avenue
on traffic warrants from Union and
Fanwood, each with bail of $500. She posted
bail on the Union warrant and was released
on her own recognizance on the Fanwood
warrant.

Saturday, August 23, Brian Walsh, 48, of
Westfield was arrested at Central Avenue
and Frazee Court and charged with DWI.
He was turned over to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, August 24, Vincent Yannone,
47, of Cranford was arrested at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court and charged with
DWI. He was turned over to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, August 24, Christine Hynes, 49,
of Westfield was arrested on the 200 block
of Delaware Street and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. She was released on her own recogni-
zance.

Monday, August 25, Jamie Levine, 19,
of Manville was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue, West and
Tuttle Parkway on a criminal warrant from
Seaside Park. He was released after posting
$300 bail.

Mountainside
Sunday, August 24, a Route 22 theater

employee reported that someone attempted
to exchange five movie theater tickets for
cash. The employee told police the female
suspect was driving a champagne or tan
colored Dodge Neon with another male
occupant and child in the car. The male
suspect also attempted a similar transac-
tion. Police said no money was given to the
suspects.

Wednesday, August 20, police responded
to a female driver on Route 22 who reported
that her brakes were cut two times in three
weeks while she was at work. The victim
told police she had no brakes on July 21 and
August 14 while the victim was driving
home on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. She
told police her mechanic suspected some-
one had tampered with the brakes. Police
said the incidents are under investigation.

Wednesday, August 20, Robert A.
Pezzino, 48, of Bloomfield was arrested

and charged with driving with a suspended
driver’s license. He was initially stopped
for driving a commercial vehicle with pas-
senger vehicle plates.

Thursday, August 21, Ramond O. Boone,
37, of East Orange was arrested and charged
with a suspended driver’s license. He was
stopped by police for not obeying a red
traffic signal.

Thursday, August 21, Ramon E. Santiago,
33, of Montclair was arrested by Elizabeth
police on a $400 outstanding warrant for
contempt of court out of Mountainside.

Sunday, August 24, police removed a
dog from an unattended vehicle in a Route
22 theater parking lot after unsuccessful
attempts to reach the owner by phone. The
dog was taken to police headquarters, given
water and placed in an air conditioning
room. The owner was given a summons for
leaving a living animal in a vehicle under
inhumane conditions. The owner later called
police to retrieve the dog.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 18, Aubrey McKoy,

49, of Newark was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant. McKoy was transported to
police headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Tuesday, August 19, someone spray
painted the building at a township park with
graffiti.

Tuesday, August 19, a resident of East
Second Street reported someone entered
her vehicle and removed a GPS valued at
$400.

Wednesday, August 20, Belda Pena, 37,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant. Pena was transported to
police headquarters where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, August 21, Thomas Sacco,
45, of Plainfield and Raymond Smith, 20, of
Plainfield were arrested and charged with
theft. Police located the two men on railroad
tracks as they were removing railroad spikes
so that they could sell the scrap metal. They
were transported to police headquarters
where they were processed then transported
to the Union County jail after they were
unable to make bail.

Sunday, August 24, Luis Figeurdo, 22, of
Hillside was arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension. Police stopped
Figuerdo on a motor vehicle violation. Po-
lice said Figuerdo gave several names be-
fore his true identity was discovered.
Figuerdo was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, August 24, Charlie Fields, 45, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS). Fields was transported to
police headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, August 24, a resident of Jackson
Avenue reported being a victim of fraud. He
stated that he arranged to sell his vehicle on
the Internet, and when the suspect sent him
the check for $15,000, the bank informed
him that the check was drawn on a closed
account.

Sunday, August 24, a business owner on
Mountain Avenue reported that someone
threw eggs at his storefront.

Fanwood
Monday, August 18, a resident of the 100

block of Beech Avenue reported that un-
known person(s) have been removing
money from a PNC checking account in the
resident’s name. The suspect(s) removed
$8,000 from the account at a bank in Dela-
ware. Police are currently investigating the
situation.

Wednesday, August 20 at 9 p.m. to Thurs-
day, August 21 at 8 a.m., a resident of the
100 block of Tillotson Road reported that
someone entered their unlocked vehicle
and removed a GPS system. Police are
investigating the report.

Thursday, August 21, Cheryl L. Idec, 32,
of Clark was arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct at Terrill Road and
Chetwood Terrace for urinating in public
after police patrol spotter her in the street.

Thursday, August 21, Maribel M. Maria,
42, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop at Terrill Road and Midway
Avenue. Maria was processed and released.

Friday, August 22, after an investigation,
Fanwood police recovered a stolen vehicle
at 7 a.m. The vehicle was stolen out of
Plainfield the day before. The vehicle was
towed and the owner was contacted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Surcharge to MV Violations

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ASSEMBLYWOMAN SELECT...Newly selected Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (LD-20) of Elizabeth assumes her duties at a seniors event in Union on
August 14. Asw. Quijano was chosen by the Union County Democratic Committee
to replace former Asm. Neil Cohen of Roselle, who resigned over child pornogra-
phy allegations. Pictured, second from left to right, are: Asm. Joe Cryan (LD-20,
Union), New Jersey Democratic State Committee chairman; Mrs. Quijano and
Union Mayor Clifton People, Jr.

in Westfield classrooms this Septem-
ber. Close to 20 revised courses will
be offered in 2008-2009, as well as a
new driver’s education program at
the Westfield High School, according
to Mrs. Korecky.

“Many veteran teachers have spent
time over the summer developing new
curriculum, learning new educational
software and attending training ses-
sions in more advanced pedagogical
strategies,” said Ms. Dolan.

In Mountainside, school children
will head back to school on Wednes-
day, September 3. Some 750 children
will return to Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools. Enrollment in
the district is up around 50 students
from two years ago.

Jeanette Baubles begins her first
full year as the district’s new chief
school administrator, after having
served a year as Deerfield School prin-
cipal. She previously was assistant
principal at Terrill Middle School in
Scotch Plains.

Deerfield School students will be
greeted by the school’s new princi-
pal, Robert Phillips, who comes to
Mountainside from the Bridgewater-
Raritan school district where he was
principal for two years of the Van
Holten School, a kindergarten to grade
4 school. He was previously a middle
school assistant principal and math
teacher in Fairfax, Va.

Garwood schools open Thurs-
day, September 4, with a new prin-
cipal, Mary Emmons, in place on
Lincoln School. In addition, teach-
ers enter the year without a resolu-
tion for a new contract with the
school board.

Officials have projected a fall en-
rollment of 415 students, a slight de-
crease over last year.

One of the additions in the district
this year is a new in-district full-time
pre-school disabled class at the Wash-
ington School. The board of education
approved the program last week and
hired a teacher for the class.

former chief of police in the borough.
The amount to be raised in taxes is

up $738,557, an increase of 16 per-
cent, to $5,311,554 from last year,
according to a comparison of legal
advertisements placed in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times for the 2007
and 2008 municipal budgets. Mu-
nicipal officials said the projected
increase in municipal taxes was re-
duced $600,000 from the initial bud-
get introduced in March of
$5,925,289.

The overall budget is up $80,308 to
$8,406,125 over 2007. The overall
budget increase was trimmed from
$8,462,498 in March to $8,406,125.

In July, the borough received an
additional $425,000 in extraordinary
aid from the state to increase munici-
pal revenues.

As a result of both the amended
budget and state aid, borough Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tompkins said
residents should see a “9 percent re-
duction or about $200 for the average

home owner” in their fourth-quarter
tax bill since all of the savings will be
reflected in one bill.

Mayor Mahr also said that although
the council received most of the blame
for tax increases, a majority of the tax
bill goes to the school system and the
county.

“We have control over 20 percent
of your tax dollars,” Ms. Mahr said.
“The 80 percent that’s driving it is not
us.”

“I think you [Ms. Mahr] have a
pulpit to preach from, especially in
the county, to get mayors in the other
21 towns behind you to say ‘stop,
you’re killing us,’” resident David
Pickering said in reference to the
mayor’s position as president of the
New Jersey Conference of Mayors.

Councilman Bruce Walsh said the
public should be more active in mak-
ing their voices heard on all levels,
noting that typically government
meetings are not well attended by the
public “except for times like this.”

Campaign Release, Scotch Plains Republicans

Malool, DePaola Open Office
SCOTCH PLAINS — Deputy

Mayor Nancy Malool, candidate for
mayor, and Mary DePaola, candidate
for township council announced the
opening of their 2008 campaign of-
fice located at 328 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Also, the two Republi-
can candidates have begun a door-to-
door program to meet with constitu-
ents and hear what is on the minds of
Scotch Plains residents.

Ms. Malool has served on the
Scotch Plains Township Council since
2002, serving as deputy mayor in
2006 and 2008. She has served on
numerous Scotch Plains boards and
commissions including the planning
board, environmental commission
and cultural arts committee.

She has also served as legislative
aide to Assemblymen Alan August-
ine (deceased) and Tom Kean, Jr.
Deputy Mayor Malool is a practicing
attorney in Scotch Plains, and is mar-
ried to Paul Malool, a battalion chief
in the Scotch Plains Volunteer Fire
Department. They have two children

Ms. DePaola has served in numer-
ous capacities as a volunteer in the
community and in municipal govern-
ment including membership on the
zoning board of adjustment, the cul-
tural arts committee and the McGinn
School PTA Board. Mrs. DePaola is a
licensed engineer, and is married to
Edward DePaola. They have six chil-
dren.

Ms. Malool said, “This is a critical
time for Scotch Plains government.
Budgetary pressures are at an all-
time high especially with Governor
Corzine drastically slashing our mu-
nicipal aid when state statute requires
that it be increased. We are constantly
being asked to do more with less and
I believe we are achieving that goal.
Recently, while neighboring commu-
nities have experienced dramatic tax
increases and loss of services and
personnel, we have been able to pro-

duce fiscally responsible budgets that
provide the services that our resi-
dents expect and deserve.”

Mrs. DePaola said, “Now more than
ever, we need elected officials that
have municipal government experi-
ence, and who can put ugly politics
aside to work for the best interests of
the community. With the retirement
of Municipal Manager Thomas
Atkins, and the departure of Mayor
Martin Marks and Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, the next few years
will be an incredible challenge.

“The local and state government
experience of Nancy Malool will be
a tremendous asset to the 2009 town-
ship council. Nancy has demon-
strated that she can lead and build
consensus in a bipartisan manner
and not be subservient to political
bosses,” according to the campaign
release.“We are hearing back from
our residents that they are quite
pleased with the progress we con-
tinue to make with the creation of
new recreational venues for our
youth. They are also enthusiastic
about the Special Improvement Dis-
trict (S.I.D.) initiative led by Deputy
Mayor Malool and feel that is a big
first step to improving our down-
town. Many have also expressed
gratitude that our township’s Open
Space Trust Fund to purchase pri-
vately owned properties continues.”

For more information, see Malool-
DePaolaforscotchplains.org.

Fanwood Democrats Set
Fundraiser for September 15

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Democratic Committee will hold a
fund-raising event on Monday, Sep-
tember 15, at the Sun Tavern, located
at 15 South Avenue in Fanwood, to
support the campaigns of Council-
woman Joan Wheeler and her run-
ning mate, Russell Huegel, for two
open seats on the Fanwood Borough
Council.

The fundraiser will be held from 6
to 8 p.m. upstairs at the Sun Tavern.
Suggested donations of $35 per per-
son, which will include pizza and
beverages, may be made at the event
or by mail to the Committee to Elect
Wheeler and Huegel, P.O. Box 163,
Fanwood, NJ 07023.

“The committee welcomes
Fanwood voters to meet our candi-
dates for the two three-year council
seats that will be contested in the

November 4 general election,” said
Bill Populus, a former  borough coun-
cil president. “It’s a good opportunity
to talk with Joan and Russ in a casual
setting and get acquainted with other
Fanwood neighbors who are concerned
about our local government.”

Ms. Wheeler was elected to the
Fanwood Borough Council in 2005
and is currently council president.
She is associate administrator at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in Ber-
keley Heights.

Mr. Huegel is an attorney in pri-
vate practice and a former pros-
ecutor for several towns. He is the
secretary for the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Asso-
ciation.

For further information, call Mr.
Populus at (908) 789-7577, or visit
fanwooddems.com.

COAH Story Moves
To Next Week, 9/4

Editor’s Note: Due to space
constraints, we are moving the
second part of our COAH se-
ries, focusing on the legislative
element of the issue, to next
Thursday, September 4.

Kids Fun Day at SP Farmers
Market Set for Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The first an-
nual “Fun Bus Kids Day at the Market-
place” will make its debut this Satur-
day, August 30, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the outdoor Scotch Plains Farmers
Market on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The event is sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Asso-
ciation in conjunction with Fun Bus
Fitness on Wheels of Union County.

A full-sized school bus for kids (ages
2 to 7 years) will be at the marketplace.
The Fun Bus is retro-fitted inside with
a safe, clean and fun environment. The
seats are removed, and the walls and
carpet are specially cushioned and pad-
ded. The bus stays parked at the market-
place for the event’s duration.

It features a supervised, hands-on
approach to fitness, including trampo-
line, tumbling, climbing, games, mu-
sic, singing and learning – with activi-
ties adjusted for the age of kids who
participate.

“The event is really about the kids,”
said Jeff Stein, market manager. “It’s

also part of our new ‘There’s Always
Something Happening at Our Market-
place’ campaign. The idea is to create a
venue for the community to gather and
have fun, for kids to learn where their
food comes from and for local produc-
ers to sell their fresh products – just
picked, baked or made only hours be-
fore.”

The marketplace has top-quality ven-
dors, who have a passion for what they
do. They provide a variety of fresh
grown produce, handmade baked goods
and gourmet-style food products.

The venue brings the farmers di-
rectly to the community, and visitors
have an opportunity to talk and get to
know them. Many farmers have sam-
plings, and they can suggest ways to
prepare their unique offerings. “This
really is what fun and healthy eating is
all about, and it doesn’t take much gas
to get there,” Mr. Stein said.

Additional information can be found
at visitscotchplains.com or by calling
Mr. Stein at (908) 322-6774.


