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Opposition Grows on Bill For
Surcharge to MV Violations

any legislation that funds police ser-
vices for another town.

“I was under the impression that
the surcharge would only be in juris-
dictions that have been receiving state
police coverage, however, since it
hasn’t been written, I may be wrong,”
said Chief John Parizeau when asked
to comment on the proposed legisla-
tion.

“I’ve been following this story for
awhile. I’m strongly against any sur-
charge on tickets that would pay for
another jurisdiction’s police cover-
age. I do not understand the logic of
the State of New Jersey, or of these
jurisdictions, as to why they should
not pay for their own police coverage.
The state already receives a big per-
centage of every ticket written as
well,” Mr. Parizeau said.

On the $80 million fund for grants
for towns with paid departments,
Chief Parizeau said, “It would end up
like all the other money the state
collects. Gone.”

Fanwood Councilman Anthony
Parenti, a former borough police chief
and ex-director of the Union County
police academy, said of the bill, “I’m
totally opposed.”

“It’s like putting a bounty out,” he
said, adding that the number of tick-
ets issued would likely drop, “be-
cause the police really don’t believe
in this (surcharges).”

He said the state’s police chiefs
association and the traffic officers

association both oppose the legisla-
tion.

“I really don’t think the bill is go-
ing anywhere,” Mr. Parenti said.

Mr. Parenti said he is proposing
that the legislation instead focus on
how the current revenue stream in
the municipal courts in New Jersey
is calculated. He said revenue is
currently divided 50 percent to
towns and 50 percent to county gov-
ernments. Mr. Parenti said he wants
that changed to 80 percent to mu-
nicipalities and 20 percent to coun-
ties.

“It would have no impact on mo-
torists, but it would help municipali-
ties,” Mr. Parenti said.

The New Jersey Police Traffic Of-
ficers’ Association will discuss Mr.
Van Drew’s bill, as well as Mr.
Parenti’s proposal at its September 3
meeting, according to Mark Wilson,
operations manager for the associa-
tion. Mr. Parenti serves as executive
director for the association.

According to Roman Martyniuk, a
spokesman for the New Jersey Police
Chiefs Association, the association
has a “long standing existing policy
opposing surcharges on law enforce-
ment.”

“It’s safe to say we would be op-
posed to it (the legislation),” Mr.
Martyniuk said, although the police
chiefs association has not taken a
formal position given the association’s
summer recess.

national historic consideration. He said
the applicant’s planner did not bring
this to the board’s attention.

Mr. Schmidt also called Ronald
Graiff, a radio frequency engineer
licensed since 1975. He said there
was no evidence saying, “that calls
will fail when you get outside of that
sea of green,” referring to the area
that has cell phone coverage.

Mr. Graiff also noted the applicant
has stated  they are applying for 1950
PCS band coverage. Nowhere does it
state that they are applying for capac-
ity, he said. Glenn Pierson of PierCon,
a radio frequency expert for the appli-
cant, had testified at earlier meetings
as to the capacity problems cell phone
carriers will see by 2010.

Capacity is the ability of a cell
phone carrier to serve a multitude of
call at once, and if it cannot handle
the capacity, then a call would not go
through, but would at a later time
when the lines were not busy.

Mr. Graiff also disagreed with Mr.
Pierson’s calculations on capacity that
the carriers would max out in capac-
ity by 2010; Mr. Pierson took the

“super capacity” dots from the graph
he presented and “extrapolated that”
to reach his conclusion, according to
Mr. Graiff. Mr. Graiff believed he
should have used the “mean line.”

“If I tried to design for that kind of
peak, I would go bankrupt,” he said of
Mr. Pierson’s chart, and noted that
Mr. Pierson used times of the year
where people tend to make more calls,
such as holidays.

Mr. Graiff also called the proposed
area for the tower “poor cell sit place-
ment,” showing an overlay map he
drew  based on Mr. Pierson’s data. He
also said that all three carriers have
duplicated coverage in the range of
42 to 63 percent, where “good engi-
neering” calls for 10 to 12 percent.

He also said that because of “con-
fusing testimony” that he could not
say there was a gap in coverage.

The applicant’s attorney, Gregory
Meese, will question Mr. Graiff at the
next meeting on October 6. He is
expected to question the witness for
an hour to an hour and a half. Mr.
Schmidt also has one other expert
witness to testify.
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Back to School

DWC 2nd Sidewalk Sale,
Southside Parking Revisited

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Monday’s meeting
of the board of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) focused on end-of-
summer promotions, with a second side-
walk sale this week and a discussion of
how the DWC should proceed with pro-
moting other parking improvements.

Teh baord said that the sidewalk sale
will kick off with a Wednesday night
concert at the North Avenue Train Station
site by the Michael Craig Band, and the
sale will run through Friday evening.
This summer’s Sweet Sounds Downtown
program wound to a close on Tuesday
night, with good weather contributing to
record attendance. The outdoor movie
program is scheduled to run on Septem-
ber 20 and 26.

A discussion of parking followed show-
ing off the DWC’s new parking brochure.
Board member Lee Hale, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky’s liaison to the DWC, presented
a draft of the brochure centering on rede-
velopment of the South Avenue train sta-
tion lot. Responding to Mr. Hale’s pre-
sentation, First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena said, “I think this project is going to
take our eye off the ball,” noting the time
demands on the council to fight the state’s
new COAH (Council on Affordable Hous-
ing) regulations.

Citing the lack of readily available
parking, downtown merchant Joe Spector
described it as a “festering problem.”

“What has always been missing is plan-
ning,” Mr. Spector said.

Noting the corrosive effect of the lack
of parking, Board President Dominick
Verdic said, “We can’t give office space
away in downtown.”

As the discussion wound down, Mr.
Verdic asked Mr. Arena, “Do we have a
shot?” Mr. Arena replied, “I don’t think so.”

Other discussion centered on the South
Avenue streetscape project. Mr. Verdic
commented that in order to avoid work

during the holiday season, due to the lag
time caused by the town’s bid process,
work on the project could not begin until
spring.

Some minor revisions to the plan may
be needed. It was noted that Chris Statile,
the project manager, received informa-
tion from Kris McAloon, the assistant
town engineer, noting that the county
plans to perform a major reconstruction
of the South and Central Avenue intersec-
tion within the next three to five years, so
backing the project away from that inter-
section would avoid the need to perform
work twice.

Mr. Verdic questioned the anticipated
bid process, asking why a general con-
tractor would be asked to bid, rather than
individual contractors. By Mr. Verdic’s
estimate, the job likely would entail only
two or three contractors, one for the ma-
sonry and paving, another for electrical
and lighting, and a third for landscaping,
unless the paving contractor wins that
part of the contract. Mr. Verdic said since
Mr. Statile is to manage the project, a
general contractor would be redundant,
and letting the contracts be done sepa-
rately would likely save 25 to 30 percent
of the cost.

A discussion of the retail vacancies
was also held. It was revealed that the
former site of Little Treasures would be-
come a Halloween specialty store this fall
and a driving school is to be located in the
space on West Broad Street where What
a Dog Wants was located. A deal is pend-
ing for the Bombay space, and there is
interest in the Tarpley Jewelers site, offi-
cials said.

A new sign at Westfield Sleep Center
has been installed, and Mademoiselle,
between Bovella’s Bakery and the Leader
Store, is discussing doing façade work.
The DWC is also pressing the town to
revise the town’s sign ordinance, and has
offered to help pay for a consultant to help
draft the new law.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, August 25, Gian Nieto, 18, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
criminal trespassing after entering Westfield
High School through, as he told police, an
unlocked side door. Alarms were activated
from within the high school and police
surrounded the building. Nieto concealed
himself in shrubbery next to the building
after exiting the building. As an officer
exited his police vehicle, he began to walk
away but was stopped by police. According
to police, nothing has been reported missing
from the school building.

Tuesday, August 19, after being stopped
on South Avenue for allegedly acting in a
suspicious manner, Mark Walker, 2nd, 21,
of Neptune was arrested on two outstanding
Asbury Park warrants. They included a
criminal warrant for $250 and a traffic
warrant for $350. He was released on his
own recognizance.

Tuesday, August 19, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations at East Broad
Street and Central Avenue, Jesse Leibowitz,
26, of Livingston was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was released on his own
recognizance with two summonses.

Wednesday, August 20, after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Boule-
vard, Ronald Dismuke, Jr., 21, of Easton,
Pa. was arrested on a charge of possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and on a criminal warrant from
Plainfield for $500. He posted bail and was
released on a summons.

Thursday, August 21, James F. Moloney,
54, of Cranford was arrested at New Street
and Central Avenue on a Warren Township
traffic warrant for $89. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and released on his own
recognizance.

Saturday, August 23, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, Philip Fladger,
37, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) on
the 1000 block of South Avenue, West. Per
John’s Law, he was held at Westfield police
headquarters until sober and then released.

Saturday, August 23, Isha C. Lee, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 600 block of South Avenue
on traffic warrants from Union and
Fanwood, each with bail of $500. She posted
bail on the Union warrant and was released
on her own recognizance on the Fanwood
warrant.

Saturday, August 23, Brian Walsh, 48, of
Westfield was arrested at Central Avenue
and Frazee Court and charged with DWI.
He was turned over to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, August 24, Vincent Yannone,
47, of Cranford was arrested at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court and charged with
DWI. He was turned over to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, August 24, Christine Hynes, 49,
of Westfield was arrested on the 200 block
of Delaware Street and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. She was released on her own recogni-
zance.

Monday, August 25, Jamie Levine, 19,
of Manville was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue, West and
Tuttle Parkway on a criminal warrant from
Seaside Park. He was released after posting
$300 bail.

Mountainside
Sunday, August 24, a Route 22 theater

employee reported that someone attempted
to exchange five movie theater tickets for
cash. The employee told police the female
suspect was driving a champagne or tan
colored Dodge Neon with another male
occupant and child in the car. The male
suspect also attempted a similar transac-
tion. Police said no money was given to the
suspects.

Wednesday, August 20, police responded
to a female driver on Route 22 who reported
that her brakes were cut two times in three
weeks while she was at work. The victim
told police she had no brakes on July 21 and
August 14 while the victim was driving
home on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. She
told police her mechanic suspected some-
one had tampered with the brakes. Police
said the incidents are under investigation.

Wednesday, August 20, Robert A.
Pezzino, 48, of Bloomfield was arrested

and charged with driving with a suspended
driver’s license. He was initially stopped
for driving a commercial vehicle with pas-
senger vehicle plates.

Thursday, August 21, Ramond O. Boone,
37, of East Orange was arrested and charged
with a suspended driver’s license. He was
stopped by police for not obeying a red
traffic signal.

Thursday, August 21, Ramon E. Santiago,
33, of Montclair was arrested by Elizabeth
police on a $400 outstanding warrant for
contempt of court out of Mountainside.

Sunday, August 24, police removed a
dog from an unattended vehicle in a Route
22 theater parking lot after unsuccessful
attempts to reach the owner by phone. The
dog was taken to police headquarters, given
water and placed in an air conditioning
room. The owner was given a summons for
leaving a living animal in a vehicle under
inhumane conditions. The owner later called
police to retrieve the dog.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 18, Aubrey McKoy,

49, of Newark was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant. McKoy was transported to
police headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Tuesday, August 19, someone spray
painted the building at a township park with
graffiti.

Tuesday, August 19, a resident of East
Second Street reported someone entered
her vehicle and removed a GPS valued at
$400.

Wednesday, August 20, Belda Pena, 37,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant. Pena was transported to
police headquarters where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, August 21, Thomas Sacco,
45, of Plainfield and Raymond Smith, 20, of
Plainfield were arrested and charged with
theft. Police located the two men on railroad
tracks as they were removing railroad spikes
so that they could sell the scrap metal. They
were transported to police headquarters
where they were processed then transported
to the Union County jail after they were
unable to make bail.

Sunday, August 24, Luis Figeurdo, 22, of
Hillside was arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension. Police stopped
Figuerdo on a motor vehicle violation. Po-
lice said Figuerdo gave several names be-
fore his true identity was discovered.
Figuerdo was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, August 24, Charlie Fields, 45, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS). Fields was transported to
police headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, August 24, a resident of Jackson
Avenue reported being a victim of fraud. He
stated that he arranged to sell his vehicle on
the Internet, and when the suspect sent him
the check for $15,000, the bank informed
him that the check was drawn on a closed
account.

Sunday, August 24, a business owner on
Mountain Avenue reported that someone
threw eggs at his storefront.

Fanwood
Monday, August 18, a resident of the 100

block of Beech Avenue reported that un-
known person(s) have been removing
money from a PNC checking account in the
resident’s name. The suspect(s) removed
$8,000 from the account at a bank in Dela-
ware. Police are currently investigating the
situation.

Wednesday, August 20 at 9 p.m. to Thurs-
day, August 21 at 8 a.m., a resident of the
100 block of Tillotson Road reported that
someone entered their unlocked vehicle
and removed a GPS system. Police are
investigating the report.

Thursday, August 21, Cheryl L. Idec, 32,
of Clark was arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct at Terrill Road and
Chetwood Terrace for urinating in public
after police patrol spotter her in the street.

Thursday, August 21, Maribel M. Maria,
42, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop at Terrill Road and Midway
Avenue. Maria was processed and released.

Friday, August 22, after an investigation,
Fanwood police recovered a stolen vehicle
at 7 a.m. The vehicle was stolen out of
Plainfield the day before. The vehicle was
towed and the owner was contacted.

Laptop Computers Stolen
From Park Middle School

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township po-
lice are investigating a burglary at Park
Middle School.

According to Detective Lieutenant of
the Scotch Plains Police Department,
Brian Donnelly, someone entered Park
Middle School through a courtyard door
and removed laptop computers from
rooms sometime during the night on
Monday, August 18 and Tuesday, Au-
gust 19. A school custodian discovered
the burglary last Tuesday morning.

The laptops, according to Lt. Donnelly,
were kept in a cart for student use. Ap-
proximately 15 to 20 laptops were taken
from the school, and no sensitive mate-

rial or important personal information
was contained on the laptops, Lt.
Donnelly said. Police are currently in-
vestigating the burglary and following
leads.

When asked if she could confirm what
was stolen from the school and whether
the school building was equipped with
an alarm system, Park Middle School
Principal Lisa Rebimbas told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she could
not comment on the burglary due to the
ongoing police investigation. However,
she said the school would look into
getting the laptops replaced through the
district insurance policy.

Park Middle School is not equipped
with any alarm systems.

Kids Fun Day at SP Farmers
Market Set for Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The first an-
nual “Fun Bus Kids Day at the Market-
place” will make its debut Saturday,
August 30, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
outdoor Scotch Plains Farmers Market
on Park Avenue.

The event is sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Asso-
ciation in conjunction with Fun Bus
Fitness on Wheels of Union County.

A full-sized school bus for kids
(ages 2 to 7 years) will be at the
marketplace. The bus is retro-fitted
inside with a safe, clean and fun envi-
ronment. The seats are removed, and
the walls and carpet are specially
cushioned and padded.

The bus stays parked at the market-
place for the event’s duration. It fea-
tures a supervised, hands-on approach
to fitness, including trampoline, tum-

bling, climbing, games, music, singing
and learning, with activities adjusted
for the age of kids who participate.

“The event is really about the kids,”
said Jeff Stein, market manager. “It’s
also part of our new ‘There’s Always
Something Happening at Our Market-
place’ campaign. The idea is to create a
venue for the community to gather and
have fun, for kids to learn where their
food comes from and for local produc-
ers to sell their fresh products.”

Vendors provide a variety of fresh-
grown produce, handmade baked goods
and gourmet-style food products. The
venue brings the farmers directly to the
community, and visitors have an op-
portunity to get to know them.

Additional information can be found
at visitscotchplains.com or by calling
Mr. Stein at (908) 322-6774.

John Maguire for The Westfield Leader
WELL DONE...Sergeant Scot Worswick receives a Letter of Commendation last
week from Mountainside Councilman Keith Turner upon retiring from the
Mountainside police force.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ASSEMBLYWOMAN SELECT...Newly selected Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (LD-20) of Elizabeth assumes her duties at a seniors event in Union last
Thursday. Asw. Quijano was chosen by the Union County Democratic Committee
to replace former Asm. Neil Cohen of Roselle, who resigned over child pornogra-
phy allegations. Pictured, second left to right, are: Asm. Joe Cryan (LD-20,
Union), New Jersey Democratic Party Chair; Mrs. Quijano, and Union Mayor
Clifton People Jr.

She said 23 or 24 students in a class
is not unusual.

“Our teachers can successfully
teach that,” Ms. Dolan said.

The board also approved a long list
of personnel items, including an ad-
ditional paraprofessional that Ms.
Dolan said, “we had not budgeted
for.”

Board member Julia Walsh did a
first reading of a new regulation en-
titled Pupil Supervision After School
Dismissal, a directive that gives par-
ents the option to have their child(ren)
only picked up by one specified adult
escort throughout the school year.

Schools must now have parents read
and sign this in response to the case of
Jenkins vs. Anderson, where a nine-
year-old was injured and a parent
sued. Parents also must sign a sepa-
rate form that just notifies the school
office that the parent had read the
regulation. Information on this draft
policy is available at the school, and
parents will receive forms once the
policy has a final reading and a vote.

Richard Solomon, board member,
mentioned that the Westfield High
School Blue Devils TV is now avail-
able on Verizon FIOS on Channel 36,
a project he has worked on during the
year.

He said this would not have hap-
pened if television production teacher
John Burns were not there to assist in

the matter.
Mr. Burns has announced his re-

tirement after coming on board with
the school district in 1999 as a special
education teacher.

William McMeekan, a former co-
ordinator for Mr. Burns and recently
a tenured teacher at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, will fill his
shoes at an annual salary of $57,049.
Mr. Solomon said Mr. McMeekan is
an award-winning videographer and
a documentary filmmaker.

Resident Michael Nemeth ad-
dressed the board during public dis-
cussion to state his concerns that there
has not been parking at the high school
for at least seven years, and that this
has since caused parking problems
for residents.

“When the school was built, not
every student came driving a car,”
said Ms. Dolan.

She said the board has had many
discussions with the town and that
they have not been able to come up
with a mutual solution.

Ms. Dolan said that paving into the
field would jeopardize team sports,
especially field hockey. “We are not
going to build a parking deck,” she
stated.

“We are taking it seriously,” she
noted.

Mr. Nemeth suggested that staff
park at the commuter lots, which
Board President Ginny Leiz said was
a possibility but improbable.

He also said “at least 40 spaces can
be quickly added on Rahway Av-
enue.”

Ms. Dolan said, “We want to alle-
viate the problem, but perhaps not
solve it.”

She said the board is open to sug-
gestions by anyone.

She also said the district has used
its bond project money for what is
needed at the high school. The final
improvement to the school that will
fulfill the bond project is installation
of air conditioning.

Mr. Nemeth also brought up that
the open lunch policy causes more
driving and more litter. Ms. Leiz sug-
gested that he contact the school’s
principal regarding the matter.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
ONE TIME, AT BAND CAMP…Seventy members of the Westfield High School
Blue Devil Band board buses for band camp. Parents helped as the band departed
for four days of marching and playing in prepartion of the 2008-09 band season.
The band will perform during the halftime ceremonies of the Westfield home
opener football game on September 27.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SCHOOL’S IN SESSION...Classes be-
gin next Wednesday, September 3, in
Westfield.

the district is up 50 students from two
years ago.

Jeanette Baubles begins her first
full year as the district’s new chief
school administrator, after having
served a year as Deerfield School
principal. She was previously assis-
tant principal at Terrill Middle School
in Scotch Plains.

Deerfield School students will be
greeted by the school’s new principal,
Robert Phillips, who comes to
Mountainside from the Bridgewater-
Raritan school district where he was
principal for two years of a kindergar-
ten to grade 4 school. He was previ-
ously a middle school assistant princi-
pal and math teacher in Fairfax, Va.

Garwood schools open Thursday,
September 4, with a new principal,
Mary Emmons, in place at Lincoln
School. Four new teachers were also
hired.

In addition, teachers enter the year
without a resolution for a new con-
tract with the school board.

The Garwood Education Associa-
tion and Garwood Board of Education
are currently in mediation to settle
their ongoing contract negotiations.
Under the previous contract, which
ran for three years, the starting salary

for a new teacher with a bachelor’s
degree was $41,789. The previous
contract covered approximately 40
teachers and staff members.

“The one thing that is a big change
for us this year is that we are starting
a self-contained preschool disabled
class (at Washington School),” said
Garwood Superintendent Teresa
Quigley. “We haven’t had that in the
district before.”

Ms. Quigley said that generally it is
better for special needs children to re-
main in the district, but that Garwood’s
small size made maintaining self-con-
tained special needs classes difficult.

“Because we’re so small, that’s been
hard, but we had enough preschool
disabled children that we could make
a class and bring them back in dis-
trict,” said Ms. Quigley.

Ms. Quigley estimated the enroll-
ment for the 2008-2009 school year
at 415, which is down slightly from
an enrollment of 419 in June, but 22
more than the 2006-2007 school year.
Ms. Quigley noted that in past years
there has been a rush on enrollment as
the school year grows closer.

“It’s a little down, but not much and
I expect, this week, to get more
people,” said Ms. Quigley.


