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COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

547 Washington Street, Westfield          $899,000
Nearly completed, this 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath, home built by 
GALAXY Building Contractors will be ready for September 
occupancy. A short distance from town, train, parks and schools, 
this location fills almost everyone’s desires. Gourmet kitchen, 
open family room, finished basement, large master with walk-in 
closet are some of the many amenities.

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated 
by NRT LLC.

Donna Perch, Sales Associate
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-5555
Cell: (908) 468-0242
donna.perch@cbmoves.com 
www.donnaperch.net

E. BELFORD, GUTIERREZ, CIECURA STEAL ‘D’ SHOW

Sofa Kings Rise to Next Level,
Sink DefCon, 11-3, in Game 3

PERCONTE BLASTS DRAMATIC 3-RUN HOMER IN 7TH

St. Anthony Surges in Seventh,
Burns St. Matthew Men, 15-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense stole the show and over-
shadowed the 17-hit attack of the
Sofa Kings in their 11-3 victory over
DefCon Sauces in Game 3 of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
B Division semifinals at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 6.
The victory catapulted the Sofa Kings
into the championship series with the
team known as Novy.

During the regular season, Sofa
Kings controlled DefCon with rela-
tive ease; however, the first two games
of the semifinal round went down to
the wire with the Kings winning Game
1, 16-15, and DefCon grabbing Game
2, 8-7.

“We have been going back-and-
forth all season, but they had our
number,” said DefCon shortstop Ed
Gutierrez at the start of Game 3. “One
run games in the playoffs! We have
something to prove tonight.”

Age certainly did not slow down
veteran shortstops Ed Belford of the
Sofa Kings and Gutierrez. Well known
as one of the best shortstops ever
from the area, Belford showed no
signs of losing his finesse in the third
inning, as he covered for a force play
at second then, instead of making a
“no chance” throw to first, he fired in
the opposite direction, nearly nailing
the lead runner at third.

“That’s a tricky, good old fashion
play,” commented DefCon second
baseman Ivan Rosa, who also made a
few dazzling plays, one by taking a
relay from right field and firing to
catcher Nick Gianacci to nail a run-
ner at the plate.

On the very next play, Belford
scooped a grounder, tagged second
for the force out and fired to first for
a double play (DP). But the infield
play of the evening came in the fifth,
when he used his catlike reflexes to
dive on his right side to grab a liner
that deflected sharply off the third
baseman’s glove. While on his back,
he had the wherewithal to fire to
second to complete a force out.

Gutierrez absorbed several steam-
ing grounders that resulted in putouts
and was also involved in a second-to-
first DP. DefCon third baseman Colin
Weber initiated a second-to-first DP
and first baseman Art Schmidt tested

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High drama at its best played out
when Tony Perconte pounded a three-
run home run to right field in the
bottom of the seventh inning to give
St. Anthony a 15-13 victory over St.
Matthew at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 7. The win allowed
St. Anthony to leap back into a tie for
first place in the Saints Division (as
of August 7) with St. Aloysius, who
suffered a 25-8 defeat to homer-
minded St. Jude.

Perconte, who went 3-for-4, fin-
ished with four RBI and three runs
scored. Teammate Jack Ley, despite

suffering from a severe thigh bruise
from a previous game, went 3-for-3,
with a double, two RBI and two runs
scored. Lou Messano (run scored,
RBI) contributed three singles to
Anthony’s 20-hit total and a blast
from the past, Pat Enright, ripped an
RBI double, singled and scored once.
Chief Brian Mahoney hammered an
RBI triple, singled, scored twice and
added an RBI sacrifice fly.

Scott Smith led St. Matt’s 17-hit
total with a 3-for-3 evening, includ-
ing two doubles, while scoring three
times and adding an RBI. Marty
Marks (2 RBI, double), Mark Ragan
(2 RBI), Tony Radice (triple, RBI)

and Keith Karyczak (RBI) each had
two hits and scored twice. Dave Roth
had an RBI triple and scored once.
Bob Cihanowyz and Bob Gittleman
each had an RBI single and Tom
Kucin singled and scored a run, while
Stan Grausso, Phil Vellucci and Steve
Ferro each added a single.

Smith, from his shortstop position,
pulled off a pair of remarkable catches
in shallow leftfield and St. Anthony
shortstop Messano made a leaping
snag of a liner. Anthony first baseman
Nate Mangiris made a smooth run-
ning catch in foul territory and
Mahoney used his superior height

CIEMNIECKI 4-FOR-4, HR; KOLONY 3 RBI, STUART HR

Watson’s ‘Glory Boys’ Oust
Poplar Place in Semis, 14-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Intensity has been on the rise and
so have the Watson Avenue “Glory
Boys,” since the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball League playoffs had begun.
After pulling out a 10-inning, 5-4,
thriller in Game 1 of the semifinals to
second-seeded Poplar Place, the third-
seeded Westfield boys won the sec-
ond game, 14-3 at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood on August 6 to advance in
the championship series.

Watson Avenue held an 18-9 edge
in hits and Brian Ciemniecki exer-
cised the most proficiency with his
“thunder stick” going 4-for-4, includ-
ing a solo home run, a double with

two runs scored. Chris
Schwartzenbeck (3-for-3) cracked an
RBI triple. Doug Kolony bashed a
two-run double and had an RBI sac-
rifice fly. Jim McKeon smashed two
doubles, singled and scored twice,
and Matt DeMasi provided two RBI.
Jay Cook whacked a double, singled
and scored twice. Ben Kocket clocked
two singles and scored once. Rock
Stuart hammered a homer, Nick
Guysler ripped a double and Mike
Jascow contributed a hit.

Poplar’s Steve Skaar rapped two
singles and had an RBI. Bryan Smith
yanked an RBI single. Bill Guarneri
hammered a triple and Dave Merckel
drilled a double. Kevin Newell, Ryan

Comer and Ed DeFrancesco each
singled.

Poplar Avenue was held scoreless
in the first three innings; however, the
defense registered several sparkling
plays. Newell made a great leaping
stab of a steaming liner at first base
and third baseman Merckel gunned
down a runner heading to first.

Meanwhile, Watson Ave received
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Building Yesteryear Today

Introducing, by Popular Demand

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Kitchens & Baths

 A Winning Equation: 
 

Athletic Skill + Academic Achievement + 
 

A Boomerang Recruiting DVD = 

 

 College Scholarships & Acceptances  

    Boomerang Video (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com  

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 11
The 11th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 11 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIRRING UP A CLOUD OF DUST…DefCon’s Mark Ciecura, right, creates a cloud of dust after sliding into second base
with a double, while Sofa King second baseman Chris Houlihan smothers the ball. See Sofa Kings/Novy game on page 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE…St. Anthony first baseman Nate Mangiris receives the throw well ahead of
time to make the putout on St. Matthew’s Frank Letterio in the third inning.

See Photos of games!
www.goleader.com

Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

FREE REAL ESTATE BROCHURES 
For BUYERS, SELLERS & INVESTORS 

 

www.RequestFreeBrochures.com 
 

Compliments of   
 

TEAM DIRECT:   1-877-285-2477   TOLL FREE 

 

TEAM MEMBERS and 

REALTOR-ASSOCIATES® 
 

GEORGE BIPS, SRES® 
TEAM LEADER 

 

DEBORAH CITARELLA 

FRANK D ANTICO 

VALERIA GUIMARAES 

MABEL T. LEVINE 


