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POLICE BLOTTER

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.
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Westfield
Wednesday, August 6, a resident of a

senior facility reported the theft of ap-
proximately $1,000 in cash from a wal-
let in his room.

Friday, August 8, Lance Henry, 50, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing no-bail warrant from the Union
County Sheriff’s Department at the in-
tersection of South Avenue, East and
South Elmer Street. He was processed
and turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, August 8, Ronald Villa, 30, of
Westfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill and Raritan
Roads on a no-bail warrant from Rahway
Municipal Court. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and turned over to the Rahway Police
Department.

Friday, August 8, Michelle Sarasti,
42, of Clark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
contempt of court warrant from
Westfield. She was processed and re-
leased after posting $455 bail.

Saturday, August 9, a Highland Av-
enue resident reported a light post was
broken at the home.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the
500 block of Cumberland Street reported
the theft of a wallet and multiple credit
cards from an unlocked motor vehicle,
which was parked in the driveway.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the
100 block of North Euclid Avenue re-
ported that someone smashed out the
rear window of his motor vehicle.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the
400 block of Lawrence Avenue reported
that someone damaged exterior lights at
the home, causing approximately $500
in damage.

Sunday, August 10, Armando Joseph
Derrico, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield contempt of court
warrant. He was released after posting
$99 bail.

Monday, August 11, Priscilla Reed,
26, of Piscataway was arrested on the
600 block of South Avenue, West on an
outstanding Plainfield contempt of court
warrant. She was released after posting
$275 bail.

Monday, August 11, Gerardo Gallo,
25, of Roselle Park was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at Stanley and Ar-
lington Avenues on an outstanding
Roselle Park contempt of court warrant.
He was released after posting $120 bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 5, Shavonne B.

Delaney, 26, of Newark was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant. According
to police, she was processed and re-
leased.

Friday, August 8, LTD C. Hannah, 30,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after police
responded to a report of suspicious ac-
tivity on Herbert Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 5, Chanel J. Ander-

son, 21, of Irvington was arrested for
driving with a suspended license after
she was pulled over for an obstruction of
view offense.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident reported
that her purse was stolen in England and
was reporting it to United States au-
thorities as well. According to police,
the purse contained, among other things,
her wallet, which contained her New
Jersey driver’s license, New York Uni-
versity identification card, several credit
cards, a St. Claire’s Hospital identifica-
tion, a debit card and $200 in cash.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident of Dog-
wood Way reported that a raccoon, which
appeared to be ill, attacked her dog.
According to police, she has not ob-
served the raccoon in the area again. The
dog owner stated that she had the dog
examined by a veterinarian and was
advised to call authorities if she saw the
raccoon again, police said.

Tuesday, August 5, a woman returned
a wallet to police headquarters after she
found the wallet, which contained
money, several credit cards and identifi-
cation, at a bank a week before. Accord-
ing to police, the wallet owner’s identi-
fication was determined and a message
was left on his voicemail that the wallet
was being held at headquarters.

Wednesday, August 6, officers re-
sponded to a call from a Route 22 theater
that a utility pole had caught fire and was
dropping sparks onto debris in the area,
which was causing fire. PSE&G was
contacted and the Mountainside Fire
Department arrived, police said.

Wednesday, August 6, officers re-
sponded to a gas station on Route 22
concerning a report that a motor vehicle
traveling on the highway had gone out of
control and struck the safety bar at the
pumps. According to police, the atten-
dant was able to identify the make of the
car and get the license plate, which was
traced to a home in Westfield. Westfield
authorities were notified and were able
to locate the vehicle allegedly involved

in the crash parked in front of the house,
police said. The car in question had
front-end damage, authorities reported.

The owner of the vehicle, identified
as Christopher Cassett, 20, of Westfield
was asked to come out from inside the
house by Westfield police, as
Mountainside officers arrived at the
scene. According to authorities, Cassett
admitted to the accident but said he fled
the scene because he was nervous. Of-
ficers smelled alcohol on his breath and
administered sobriety tests, which
Cassett failed, police said.

According to authorities, he was ar-
rested and charged with driving under
the influence (DUI). When authorities
tried to place handcuffs on the suspect,
he became belligerent, striking an of-
ficer in the head before being restrained
by three other officers, police reported.
Cassett continued to struggle as several
officers attempted to get him into the
back of a police vehicle, yelling terror-
istic threats at officers, authorities re-
ported.

In addition to DWI, Cassett was
charged with aggravated assault, resist-
ing arrest, obstruction, careless driving,
leaving the scene of an accident and
failure to report an accident.

Friday, August 8, a resident of Long
Meadow reported that she gave a lighter
to her son’s homeless friend who lives in
the loft above the garage and, moments
later, heard an explosion from that area.
According to police, an aerosol can had
exploded in the loft, causing smoke and
some fire damage to the floor. The home-
less tenant fled the scene and was not
located, police said.

Friday, August 8, a Cherry Hill Road
resident reported that a white male, ap-
proximately 6 feet and 2 inches tall, with
short reddish blond hair, came to her
door and sold her magazine subscrip-
tions in the amount of $206, for which
she paid him in cash and by check.

According to police, the homeowner
was not sure if the salesman was a li-
censed vendor, but a search of the area
revealed nothing.

Friday, August 8, Marcos A. Espaillat,
25, of Edison was arrested for allegedly
driving an unregistered vehicle with a
suspended license, after a motor vehicle
stop on Summit Road.

Saturday, August 9, James
Schoenknecht, 21, of Mountainside was
arrested at Mountainside police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield
contempt of court warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $560 bail.

Sunday, August 10, William J.
O’Sullivan, 20, of Mountainside was
arrested at police headquarters during
an interview regarding a motor vehicle
accident that occurred in Springfield.
According to authorities, he was charged
with providing police with false infor-
mation and on warrants out of Berkeley
Heights in the amount of $275, Cranford
in the amount of $750, Garwood in the
amount of $89 and Westfield in the
amount of $1,000.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, August 6, Jacquil Wash-

ington, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant.

Thursday, August 7, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that someone
did approximately $75 worth of damage
to her mailbox.

Thursday, August 7, police responded
to Front Street on a report of a hit and
run. According to police, the victim
reported that someone struck the rear of
his motor vehicle while it was illegally
parked.

Thursday, August 7, Eugene Owens,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Thursday, August 7, Albert Alfredo,
21, and Amlicar Santiago, 19, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with possession of a loaded handgun.
According to police, the motor vehicle
in which the pair was traveling was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
and the handgun was observed between
the two. They were processed, released
and transported to the Union County jail
after they were unable to make bail.

Thursday, August 7, Cortney Ramey,
18, of Brick was arrested and charged
with DWI after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, at which time
officers smelled alcohol in the vehicle.
According to police, Ramey was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, August 9, John Checcio,
51, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, August 10, Krystalda
Andrews, 22, of Hillcrest was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, she was processed
and released.

Sunday, August 10, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed his steer-
ing wheel, valued at approximately $200.

Change a Light,
Change the World

CRANFORD – The Cranford Envi-
ronmental Commission will participate
in the New Jersey Clean Energy Pro-
gram; national Change a Light, Change
the World Campaign to save energy and
help protect the environment.

Residents can stop by the Cranford
Post Office, located at 3 Miln Street,
this Saturday, August 16, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. to receive a free Energy Star-
qualified light bulb.

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIGGER WARNING…Union County Police Officers Lt. Richard Buschel, left,
and Steve Mykytka at the Union County Hazardous Waste Disposal on Saturday,
August 9 in Scotch Plains show ammunition received for disposal. The Union
County Police also received hazardous firecrackers, pool chemicals, fluorescent
lightbulbs and mercury switches.

CERT RECEIVES DONATION…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club Presi-
dent Janet Strunk of PNC Bank and Club Vice President Ray Pardon, right, of
ERA Suburb Realty present a check for $250 to Fanwood Community Emergency
Response Team Leader Mike Prasad.

cilman David Pickering. “Why should
we pay to pick up [residents’] ‘you-
know-what?’”

Also with an eye toward maximiz-
ing local revenue sources, the gov-
erning body approved increases in
permit parking fees and extra charges
when additional construction code
permit reviews are required.

“These fees are still in line with
other towns,” Councilman Bruce
Walsh said.

Regarding this month’s closing of
Muhlenberg Hospital, Mayor Mahr
said the “impacts will affect Fanwood,
not just Plainfield.”

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
said Fanwood’s rescue squad now
has to “take the patients further [to
other area hospitals], which of course
takes more time and costs more be-
cause of the price of gas.”

“But, that’s what we have to do to
provide [emergency] services to our
residents,” Councilwoman Mitchell
said.

Council President Wheeler added
that she and the mayor are meeting
with the rescue squad “to really un-
derstand the impacts on our commu-
nity and [we will] communicate that
back to the public.”

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AUTO’s-BIOGRAPHIES… Fanwood held its annual Cruise Night car show on
Tuesday night. The night was hosted by the Fanwood Business & Professional
Association and the Cougar Club of NJ and PA. Classic cars on display included
Judi Jones’ two 1956 Fords and Jerry Sinagra’s 1965 T-Bird.

Garwood Approves $6.8
Million Municipal Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council approved an amended
2008 municipal budget on Tuesday,
which will see the borough spending
roughly $6.8 million in the coming
year.

The new budget will have a tax im-
pact of $177 per house assessed at
$100,000, which Council President and
Borough Finance Committee Chair-
woman Kathleen Villaggio called
“much better” than the initial projected
tax increase of $518. This increase does
not include the additional increases in
property taxes from the county and the
school district.

The size of the increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of the property tax was
dampened by a partial restoration in the
borough’s state aid and controls over
increased spending recommended by
the finance committee. In addition, the
mayor and council reduced their sala-
ries in June.

“Most departments [budgets] were
reduced in one form or another,” said
Ms. Villaggio. “Maybe not by much,
but most of them were.”

During the workshop portion of the
meeting, Councilman Steve Napolitano
introduced a resolution “urging that
certain Union County freeholders be
elected by district.” Presently, repre-
sentatives on the nine-member board
are elected at-large. Mr. Napolitano
said that he would like to see “at least
four of the nine” freeholders elected by
district.

The resolution is similar to a mea-
sure introduced by Councilman An-
thony Sytko during the council’s last
meeting. Mr. Sykto said he feels the
present system for electing freeholders
results in unequal representation from
larger municipalities such as Elizabeth
and Linden as compared to smaller
communities such as Garwood.

“It has nothing in my mind to do with
the politics,” said Mr. Sytko. “It has
everything to do with taxes.”

He added that other towns in the
county have passed similar resolutions.
The council will vote on the resolution
at its next meeting.

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance relating to the state’s
new Defined Contribution Retirement
Program. Borough attorney Robert
Renaud said the ordinance is necessary
to comply with Chapter 92, a law
adopted by the state legislature last
year. Mr. Renaud said this law moves
certain public employees from Public
Employees Retirement System into the
Defined Contribution Retirement Sys-
tem.

The council had previously intro-
duced an ordinance to comply with the
state regulations, but the state had up-
dated the law since the borough adopted
the ordinance.

The prior ordinance was tabled and
the new ordinance will be voted on at
the council’s next meeting.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, resident John Quattrocchi ad-
dressed the council regarding a number
of issues, including the cleanliness of
North Avenue, the timing of a traffic
light on North Avenue and truck traffic
along side streets in the borough.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said the
council would reach out to the state
regarding the issues on North Avenue
since the state is responsible for the
road. Mr. McCarthy did note that the
borough has inquired about the timing
of the traffic light in the past.

Garwood Police Captain Leonard
DiStefano said the department does
enforce laws regarding truck traffic on
side streets and that they would be sure
to look into the matter.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held on September 9.

Towns Struggle With New
State Retirement Statute

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – County and local govern-
ments are in the process of implementing
a defined contribution retirement plan
(DCRP) for government officials. How
the program will impact towns, however,
remains to be seen.

The program affects state and local
officials elected or appointed as of July 1,
2007, and employees in the state’s Public
Employees Retirement System (PERS)
and the New Jersey Teachers’ Pension
and Annuity Fund (TPAF) as of July 1,
2007.

TPAF members will be included if
their salaries are in excess of $102,000.

The Westfield school system does not
envision any impact from the new legis-
lation.

Spokesperson Lorre Korecky said, “I
don’t think it affects us because we are in
different plans,” noting employees are in
403(b) and 457 Retirement Plans.

At the municipal level, positions that
are exempt from being forced into the
new defined contribution plan include the
certified health officer, tax assessor, tax
collector, municipal planner, chief finan-
cial officer, registered municipal clerk,
construction code official, licensed uni-
form subcode inspector, qualified pur-
chasing agent and certified public works
manager.

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, the new sys-
tem does not apply to members of TPAF,
State Police Retirement System, Judicial
Retirement System or the Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System.

When asked about state savings pro-
jections given the above exempted em-
ployees and officials, Gloria Montealegre,
deputy press secretary for Governor Jon
Corzine, said the administration projects
billons of dollars in savings by 2022.

“The savings [for towns] are prospec-
tive. The package of reforms enacted by
New Jersey in 2007 [pension and health
care combined], inclusive of the DCRP,
will save state and local governments an
estimated $6.2 billion in the aggregate
between now and 2022,” Ms. Montealegre
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

State Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), the original sponsor of the legis-
lation creating the DCRP, pulled his name
off the bill after amendments that he op-
posed were added. He also disagreed with
the state projections, saying he did not see
any “long-term cost savings.”

He said, “The original bill was a won-
derful bill.” However, according to the
senator, “the savings in the amended bill
are really going to be insignificant.”

He said the pension bill had been
“pecked away a little piece at a time” by
lobbyists.

Senator Scutari added, “The pension
board is still not up to speed on how to
administer this bill.”

State Treasury Department spokesman
Tom Vincz said the DCRP and PERS are
“two completely different systems, so
comparisons are very awkward.

“The state makes contributions on be-
half of all employees in the system, irre-
spective of how long an individual em-
ployee has been in the system. The fund is
funded by a macro combination of em-

ployee contributions, employer contribu-
tions and pension fund investment re-
turns,” Mr. Vincz said. “The amount of
cash contributions is determined annu-
ally by the executive branch and the Leg-
islature, and deliberations take into ac-
count an annual actuarial assessment of
the system.”

The new law, passed by Trenton law-
makers and signed by Governor Corzine
last year, will have no immediate impact
on Westfield municipal employees to date,
according to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea.

According to a resolution passed by the
Westfield council on August 5, the posi-
tions of town administrator, engineer, at-
torney, prosecutor, public defender and
municipal judge are eligible for the DCRP.
However, Mr. Gildea said, the officials
who currently hold those posts, including
himself, were in PERS before July 1,
2007, and thus will remain in PERS.

Mr. Gildea said only positions ap-
pointed directly by the mayor and town
council are eligible for the DCRP. Mr.
Gildea said no current town employees
would be eligible for the new program.

The Scotch Plains Township Council
discussed the issue at its meeting Tuesday
night.

Prior to the council’s approval, Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins told the
council at its conference meeting Tues-
day that it had been difficult for local
officials to get definitive information from
state officials on how the new program is
supposed to be operated.

Mr. Atkins told the council on Tuesday
that “my gut tells me that [next year’s
council] will be dealing with this again”
as state officials continue to issue further
regulations.

Fanwood Municipal Clerk Eleanor
McGovern said the borough council has
passed an ordinance as required by the
state. Garwood’s council also addressed
the matter Tuesday night.

Under the new DCRP system, employ-
ees will contribute 5.5 percent of the base
salary into the system while the state,
county or local government provides a 3
percent match. The minimum salary for
elected or appointed officials to join the
defined contribution program is $1,500.

Unlike the pension system – in which
officials must work 10 years before re-
ceiving matching funds from an employer,
a system known as vesting – members of
the DCRP are vested immediately and
can collect matching money.

The sponsor of the legislation, former
Democratic Senator Ellen Karcher of
Monmouth County, was quoted in a 2007
press release saying, “We cannot afford
Cadillac benefits on a Chevy budget.”

She said the bill was aimed at cracking
down on pension boosting.

The New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties, which initially opposed the legisla-
tion, told its members in an on-line letter
that its biggest concern was over those
towns that “employ an attorney on a full-
time basis with a fixed salary, as opposed
to the professional contract provision.
We believe full-time positions will con-
tinue in PERS, but it is clear that all
professional contractors are excluded from
membership in PERS as of January 1,
2008.”

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, “A person
who is employed or appointed in the
regular or normal course of employment
or appointment procedures will not be a
participant in the DCRP. It would appear
that this broad exclusion precludes the
application of the plan to most, if not all,
school employees.”
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Mountainside Teen Dies
In Route 22 Car Accident

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A 16-year-
old Mountainside driver died Tues-
day from injuries sustained in a one-
car accident on Route 22 in Spring-
field early Sunday. The accident oc-
curred adjacent to the AutoLand com-
plex in the eastbound lanes.

Although authorities would not re-
lease the victim’s name, family friends
contacted by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times identified the teen-
ager as Timothy Black, Jr., and said
he attended Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights the
past two years.

“We have heard the name being
talked about, and we can’t dispute
that,” said John Holl, a spokesman for
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Timothy, the car’s only occupant,
was not wearing a seat belt, accord-
ing to Springfield police. He died at
University Hospital in Newark.

Sergeant Ed McNany of the Spring-
field Police Department would not
release further information, saying it
was “a juvenile matter.”

“We’re in the process of reviewing

the information with the (Union
County) prosecutor’s office,” he said.

As of press time, the prosecutor’s
office, after reviewing the accident,
turned the case back over to Spring-
field Police.

Mountainside Police Captain Ri-
chard Osieja said his department was
called in to notify the driver’s grand-
mother, who was at home at the time
of the accident. He also said his de-
partment has no further role unless
the investigation warrants its involve-
ment.

According to the New Jersey Mo-
tor Vehicle Commission, a 16-year-
old may drive under a “supervised
driving period” which includes “no
driving between 11:01 p.m. and 5
a.m.” The accident occurred at 2:30
a.m. The rules also stipulate that driv-
ers must be accompanied by an adult
driver at least 21 years of age.

According to family friends, the
Higgins & Bonner Funeral Home, lo-
cated Springfield Avenue in Westfield,
is handling funeral arrangements.

Services will be held at Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
in Mountainside. Dates and times
were not available as of press time.


