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CIEMNIECKI CRACKS WINNING HR

Watson ‘Glory Boys’ Nip
Willoughby, 5-4, in 10th
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courtesy of Jayne Summers for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CJBL TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS…The Westfield White 10-year-old champs
include: Eric Varakian, Christopher Rinaldi, Vincent Difilippo, Nick Mele,
Christopher Boutsikaris, Devin Anderson, Brett Robertshaw, Scott Tupper,
Ethan Smith, Hopper Murray, Thomas Summers and Christopher Varano.
Manager is Joe Rinaldi and Coaches are Glenn Anderson, Vin Difilippo and Rich
Varakian.

WF White 10s Capture
CJBL Tourney Crown
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield White 10-year-old
baseball team grabbed a dramatic, 76 victory over Long Hill to claim the
Central Jersey Tournament championship. Westfield White previously
claimed the Babe Ruth District 12
title and finished with a 26-8 season
record.
The young Blue Devils took a 3-0
lead in the first inning. Eric Varakian
ripped a triple to right center and Vin
Difilippo drilled an RBI single. Nick
Mele and Chris Boutsikaris rapped
consecutive singles to load the pods.
Devin Anderson cracked an RBI
single and Mele alertly whizzed
across the plate on a passed ball.
Westfield White plated two runs
in the second. Hopper Murray lined
a sharp single to left, Tommy Summers worked a walk and Varakian
took one for his team. With the pods
full of little Devils, Christopher
Rinaldi drove a hard two-run single
up the middle.
Hard throwing right hand pitcher
Rinaldi, backed by a stubborn defense held Long Hill scoreless
through three innings, highlighted
by strong defensive plays from Ethan
Smith, Christopher Varano and Brett
Robertshaw.
Long Hill did manufacture two
runs in the fourth but fine defensive

damage control by shortstop Nick
Mele resulted in a double play. White
answered with a run in the bottom of
the fourth. Scott Tupper lined a
single, Murray walked and Varano
walloped an RBI single to extend the
lead to 6-2.
Long Hill tied the score with four
runs in the fifth on two walks and
three hits. Star-studded defensive
plays by Mele and Difilippo ended
the threat. In the bottom of the fifth,
Varakian ripped a leadoff single, stole
second and advanced on a fielder
choice. Difilippo smacked an RBI
single to put Westfield up, 7-6.
Long Hill managed to make things
interesting after loading the bases,
but Difilippo stepping to the mound
in relief, recorded a strikeout and
got the next batter to pop up to
short. Boutsikaris, manning first
base, gabbed a heater to secure the
victory.
“The boys put forth a great team
effort against a very strong, wellcoached Long Hill team,” said
Westfield manager Joe Rinaldi. “Our
boys really pulled together under
pressure in the late innings and that
allowed us to hold on for the win. We
got contributions from every player
in the lineup throughout the year and
that was certainly the case tonight.
Winning the championship was a
great way to complete our season.”

See it all on the web in color . . .

Scrappy Watson Avenue “Glory
Boy” Brian Ciemniecki mangled the
first pitch to deep center in the bottom
of the 10th inning to advance his team
to the second round in the Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association playoffs by edging Willoughby, 5-4, in a
two-day showdown at LaGrande Park
game on July 31.
The level of play was intense, emotions and quality ran high on July 29
as Watson, seeded third, and
Willoughby, sitting in the sixth slot,
exited the battlefield in the ninth inning tied, 4-4.
In the top of the 10th, veteran pitcher
Mike Jascow yielded a single to J.
Barish and a two-out single to Jay
Marks. Redding, patrolling leftfield,
demonstrated his prowess by chasing
down a fly ball. In the bottom of the
inning, leadoff hitter Ciemniecki

Brian Ciemnieicki

strolled to the dish and deposited the
first pitch, a monstrous home run
blast to deep center.
The Watson Avenue softball team
featured former Westfield High School
athletes: Brian Ciemniecki, Ben Kocket,
Quinton Redding, Chris Swertzenbeck,
Jim McKeon, Nick Guysler, Mike Frye,
Greg Frye, Matt DeMasi, Rock Stuart,
Doug Kolony and Jay Cook. Watson
Avenue would return for a showdown
with second seeded Poplar Place in the
best-of-two games and Midway seeded
fourth, plays top-seed and defending
champ Montrose.
Describing the action on July 29,
Redding said, “It was a well-pitched
game and well-played game in the
field by both teams. In the second
inning they had a hit and we committed two errors, resulting in two runs.
In the bottom of the third, leadoff
hitter Ben Kocket got a double and
McKeon knocked him in with his
double that made the score 2-1. In the
fifth, we were down by three runs. I
came up with a two-run double, making the score, 4-3.
We played great defense. They
managed a couple of bloopers but
Cook came in, caught a ball on the
run and I made a snag that gave us the
energy needed going into the bottom
of the seventh. McKeon then had a
one-out single, stole second and I
came up with a double to right that
tied up the game. It went into extra
innings and then called due to a film
that they (Recreation Department)
were rolling back there. We came
back tonight, played great defense
and again as he usually does,
Ciemniecki did the rest.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT HOME…Sheriff Tim Millhall, right, cannot believe the call, while
Westfield copper Nick Norton shows the ump the ball. The Sheriffs won 12-9.

Sheriff Department Men Sting
Westfield PD Softballers, 12-9
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runs to beat them. We knew coming
in that we would have to score in
double digits and that’s what we did.
We hit, we held them down and came
out on top.”
The Sheriffs targeted a run in the
top of the first inning when Kolbeck
and Antonucci each cracked singles
and Warner thumped an RBI sac fly
to left center. Westfield retaliated with
Perkins’ two-run double to center.
In the second, Donovan unloaded
his triple to right to put Blue on top, 32. The Sheriffs returned fire with seven
runs on eight hits in the third, highlighted by Kolbeck’s salvo blast and

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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LANDING JUST IN TIME…Watson “Glory Boy” second baseman Ben Kocket creates a cloud of dust to grab the ball before
a Willoughby runner reaches second. Shortstop Jim McKeon covers second.

three RBI by Powers. Warner, Parnes
and Cabra provided backup with an
RBI to make the score, 8-3. In the
bottom of the inning, McCullough
and Brady each banged singles and
Peterpaul lofted a RBI sac fly.
Two Sheriff runs scuffed the plate
in the fourth when Grady and Millhall
each singled and tapped home on a
misjudged play.
“Put a glove on that foot, hollered
Sheriff Powers to Smalls. “He’s like a
church mouse out there now.”
“Yeah,” added Sharkey. “That’s the
way to shut him up. Uh, no it won’t!”
Westfield added a run in the bottom
of the inning. Wayman singled and
scored on Padovano’s RBI sac fly.
The Sheriffs notched two runs in the
fifth when Capra scored on Kolbeck’s
triple and Antonucci added an RBI
triple. The men in Blue followed with
a run on Martinez’s RBI double and
exploded with three runs in the sixth,
highlighted by Perks’ whistling
double, Smalls RBI sac fly and
Padovano’s two-run blast.
After the game, Sheriff Powers
noted, “We went up 8-1 but being the
good team that Westfield is, they came
back and made it close. Going into
the seventh, luckily it was the bottom
of their order. We were up by three,
but three runs against a team like
Westfield is not a lot. We got the first
two outs then got a very good hitter
(Peterpaul), making the last out on a
line drive.”
Sheriff Dept.
Westfield PD

107 220 0
211 113 0

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,279,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,469,000

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home built
in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close to Franklin
School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your perfect
home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors
throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central
vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included in this gem. Will
Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing
custom interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining
rooms, large center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over
a breakfast nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays &
wood burning fireplace w/marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will
host a full bath, closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4
bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room & walk up attic. The master suite will include his/
her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283
for more details. MLS # 2488244

WESTFIELD

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5 Bedrooms,
4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding amenities include:
exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized chandelier lift, 2
Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining Room, 1st Floor
Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens to the Great
Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious Master Bedroom
Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the Finished Basement
and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

WESTFIELD
OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/10 1-5PM

$559,000

Immaculate 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial with an open floor plan. The updated kitchen has
a center island and tile floor, the family room features a raised ceiling with 2 new ceiling fans
with lights. Relax in the hot tub in the 3 season sun room overlooking a very large yard. Other
amenities include central air, hardwood floors, bay window in living room, a full basement for
storage and a 2 car attached garage. All this in a great neighborhood and close to schools.
Directions: Rahway Ave. to Summit Court #58. MLS # 2517106

NEW CONSTRUCTION

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$709,000

$1,895,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$659,000

Don‘t miss this one! Set on a cul-de-sac, this center hall colonial offers everything you are
looking for. The first level floor plan offers a large living room with a wood burning fireplace,
formal dining room and eat in kitchen with new stainless appliances. Light and airy, a family
room off the kitchen has a picture window overlooking a “storybook” back yard. The second
floor offers 4 generous bedrooms and 2 full baths including the master‘s renovated private
bath (2008) with an oversized shower and travertine tile floor. Additional renovations include
a new 30 year Timberline roof, refinished gleaming hardwood floors, new 6-panel interior
doors, a new electric panel & complete interior painting. A 2 car attached garage and large
full basement finish this great home. MLS # 2507423
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

SPLIT LEVEL

This gracious 4 bedroom Split Level home offers a spacious sunlit floor plan enhanced by quality
upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular .947 acre complete with a sparkling in-ground
pool, just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation and recreation. MLS # 2537361
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