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Westfield Council Views

By Westfield Councilman David Haas

Like clockwork twice a year, at budget
time and when they are appointed, we
object to the enrollment of our municipal
attorneys in the state pension program.
Some may ask why we persist. After all,
hasn’t the point been made?

We don’t believe the point can be made
too often, especially since resident tax
dollars are involved.

These pensions aren’t proportional to
their pay. Each year in the system adds up as
if these attorneys were full-time employees.
They accrue as much credit toward a pen-
sion as any full-time employee. At retire-
ment, the benefit is proportional to only two
things, the number of years of service and
the highest three years of salary.

Many attorneys in our state work a few
hours a week as a part-time municipal
attorney for 22 years. After retiring from
their full-time jobs, they accept a position
as a full-time municipal or state agency
attorney for a high full-time salary (typi-
cally $100,000 per year). They keep that
job for three years and retire with a pen-
sion equal to that of someone who had
actually worked full time for the town for
25 years. These pensions will be worth at
least a half a million dollars and most
likely more than $1 million per person at
retirement. These costs will be borne by
future taxpayers.

The enrollment of part-time profes-
sionals in the pension system is wrong
because the reward is not proportional to
the work performed. It is wrong because
we are putting off the cost of our current
legal needs to future taxpayers. It is wrong
because the pension system is bankrupt,
with a huge debt threatening the pensions
of those state and municipal employees
who have worked full time for 25 years.
The pension enrollment has been cited as
one of the top four needed corrections to

Part-Time Professionals In The
Pension System Is Wrong

the system by commissions examining
the NJ pension system under both Repub-
lican and Democratic governors.

The state acknowledged the enrollment
was wrong by changing the rules for all
future employees. They didn’t remove
current part-time employees (the legisla-
tors themselves) from the system. There
is now a defined-contribution program,
similar to a 401(k) plan, for part time
employees that would provide a benefit
proportional to the salary and work per-
formed. This is the system in which our
employees should be enrolled.

Lastly, the pension enrollment of part-
time professionals is wrong because we
don’t have to do it. Our survey of the
legal services provided to similar towns
in our area in 2006 shows that about half
do not enroll attorneys in the pension
system; in fact, just last year, Cranford
stopped this. Those towns are not paying
significantly higher salaries to these em-
ployees. This is an unnecessary and mas-
sive reward.

We hear a lot of complaining about
wasteful spending and mismanagement
at the state level and yet nothing about
our continuing to provide an unneces-
sary boondoggle for political appoin-
tees, generating more unfunded debt.
This issue has nothing to do with the fact
that we believe that we get excellent
legal advice and work from our current
legal team. No matter how good they are,
it is bad public policy to give them full-
time credit for part-time work, to incur a
potentially huge future debt to pay for
current needs and to provide an unneces-
sary benefit from a pension system that
is massively indebt.

We believe it is just plain wrong. And,
for that reason, we’ll continue to object –
whenever appropriate.

Media Hypocrisy Seems Bent
On Driving God from Country

Material Safety Data Should
Be Published for Artificial Turf

We Must Choose Our Words Carefully
In Our Land of Many Ethnicities

Superintendent Thanks
Westfield Parents

I asked parents to come out and vote in
the school election, and you did. Thank
you. This year, approximately 900 addi-
tional voters made their voices heard in
Westfield. It was extremely gratifying to
me, as your new superintendent, to wit-
ness the support of our schools that was
demonstrated in the 2-to-1 passage of the
school budget.

The final tally totaled 2,553 “yes” and
1,352 “no” votes. Westfield parents care
about their children’s education, their
schools and their town. We will work
with a lean budget next year but with your
commitment and with the important pro-
grams that you and your children expect
and deserve.

Thank you for taking the time to make
your vote count.

Margaret Dolan
Westfield Schools Superintendent

Where is the outrage over Bill Maher’s
diatribe against Pope Benedict XVI and
the Catholic Church? Last year, Don Imus
was front-page news, a lead network news
story for his inappropriate comments
about the Rutgers Women’s Basketball
team. Why is this hypocrisy acceptable?

Has the media decided since the Pope
and Catholic Church was being disre-
spected that this was a non-issue? If Mr.
Maher had chosen to defame a Rabbi,
Muslim cleric, African-American minis-
ter, would he have received the same free
pass?

Like any individual or institution, the
Catholic Church is not perfect. One can
choose to focus on the 4 percent who did

not uphold their vows or the 96 percent
who have. I choose the latter based on its
teaching and principals, the work of Catho-
lic charities, its hospitals and the work of
their inner city school system.

Our founding fathers used the princi-
pals of Christianity as their guide in cre-
ating our great country. In 2008, whose
example should we follow — Bill Maher
or Pope Benedict XVI?

By choosing not to cover his com-
ments, the media seems to have sided
with Bill Maher and those who want to
drive God from our culture.

Tom Madaras
Westfield

There was a recent news report that
there was a safety concern over artificial
turf. Last year, Scotch Plains approved a
$2 million bond issue for the south side
ball field; and the Scotch Plains–Fanwood
School Board [also approved] another $2
million for the school fields.

With the previously indicated safety
concerns, are we in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood free from this safety issue — or
are we to worry? It would be a public
service if The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times would obtain the Material Safety
Data Sheets (MSDS) for the material to
be used and print them in the newspaper.

In addition, a comparison could be
made against the ones in the news with
the problems. These sheets must be gen-

erated by the manufacturer, and I believe
we have a legal right to know what is in
these products, along with its handling,
dangers and actions to be taken should
exposure take place.

Should there be problems, the children
and adults that use or work on the fields
may have a concern. In addition, since
this information is now common knowl-
edge, the township and the school board
may be liable should anyone in the future
claim damages from exposure to the fields.

However, we all know who actually
will be responsible for any compensa-
tion. It would be us taxpayers.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Virtually all U.S. citizens or our fore-
bears are immigrants — unless we are
100-percent Seminole, Hopi, Algonquin,
Lenape or other natives (few are). Every
new ethnic group has been looked at with
some suspicion or dislike by some mem-
bers of the ethnic groups previously
Americanized.

But the writer from Elizabeth, frus-
trated by newcomers to New Jersey, must
realize that his angry-sounding words can
trigger violence or other persecution —
both illegal and also inhumane. We all
must choose our words carefully and re-
alize that America is a land of many
ethnicities that, over time, become woven
into the fabric of our nation.

The writer who voiced frustration about
Warinanco Park in the Union County
Parks system can phone the administrator
to voice concerns about maintenance (908)

527-4900, while realizing that our county
is one of the most crowded in our most
densely populated state. Newcomers of-
ten make little money and rely on public
parks that they and we all contribute to for
the general good.

Perhaps the resident of Elizabeth, no
doubt a good citizen concerned with civic
life, could reach out to local community
groups to try to communicate his ideas and,
thus, help newcomers understand some of
the environmental concerns he voices.

 One thing is certain, if we incite vio-
lence or persecution, we harm our nation
as well as the people directly attacked,
who are fellow human beings. Besides
the danger of provoking harm, this would
be a poor way to handle frustration and
unfortunate for everyone.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

Erratum
The date of the “Stamp Out Hunger”

food drive was omitted in a letter in last
week’s paper from the Westfield Food
Pantry. The food drive, sponsored by the
National Letter Carriers Association, will
be held Saturday, May 10, at the Westfield
Post Office.

Iraq War is Not
Helping Anyone

Staying in Iraq is not a political and moral
responsibility as John McCain says. It goes
against psychological principles. Mothers
who care for children, caretakers who care
for the sick and elderly and  countries who
care for others all need to care for them-
selves first or they will be no good to
themselves or others. If we go down the
drain, we will be no good to anyone.

America knows, instinctively, that we
need to bring our young men and women
home. We need to stop sacrificing dead,
wounded and mentally ill victims, and we
need to stop the recession and the debt
burden on our children.

We made a mistake by not having
specific congressional consent and con-
gressional oversight for the war. Two
wrongs don’t make a right. Our
neuroplastic brains choose connections
that best solve the problem. When start-
ing with wrong assumptions, we get nega-
tive neuroplasticity. We should end the
debacle now. It is insulting to think Iraq
cannot solve its own problems. The only
behavior we can change is our own.

Mary Helen Chamberlin, M.D.
Westfield

DeCristofaros Thank
Schools For Support
I would like to take this opportunity to

thank so many people for their support in
helping our family during our young son’s
long-term illness. The school communi-
ties of both Franklin and McKinley
Schools supported my wife and me with
both deeds and words.

The faculties and staffs of both schools
raised funds to purchase gas cards and
food certificates. Many people offered to
help with holiday gifts. The cards and
messages were endless. We were sur-
rounded by people who cared.

Winston Churchill once remarked, “We
make a living by what we get, but we
make a life by what we give.” The mem-
bers of the two school communities dem-
onstrated that they are extraordinarily
giving people who reach out to all who
need them. We are so grateful for their
support. Due to this wonderful support
and the doctors of the Children’s Hospital
in Philadelphia, our son is making a good
recovery. Thank you to all for your help.

Joseph DeCristofaro
Garwood

Closing Muhlenberg Hospital
Would Put Patients at Risk

We sent the following letter to Com-
missioner Heather Howard at the New
Jersey Department of Health and Senior
Services, with copies to Governor Jon
Corzine, Senator Frank Lautenberg and
Senator Robert Menendez. We strongly
suggest that everyone interested in pre-
serving good health care in our area
contact these same people, especially
Commissioner Heather Howard.

*****
We are writing to ask you to deny

Solaris Health Systems’ request to close
Muhlenberg Hospital.

The closing of this wonderful hospital
would have serious consequences for all
the residents of the surrounding area. The
other hospitals in Union County are al-
ready seriously overburdened. We know
that if you investigate the situation, you
will find waiting time in emergency rooms
dangerously long and patients frequently
spending days in the emergency room
waiting for a bed. The closing of
Muhlenberg and the impact of another
35,000 patients will only make the situa-
tion dramatically worse.

It has also come to our attention that the
surrounding hospitals are frequently on
divert, necessitating transport of patients
to distant facilities, further endangering
lives.

We personally have two friends who
each had a heart attack in the past two
months. One man went to Overlook Hos-
pital and spent three days in the emer-
gency room waiting for a bed. The other
man went to JFK Medical Center, was
triaged and told to wait in the waiting
room until they had an emergency room
bed available. Fortunately, they both sur-
vived, although the man at JFK was even-
tually transferred to Robert Wood Johnson
in New Brunswick. These types of situa-
tions should not be tolerated or allowed in
our “modern” society.

We respectfully request that you inves-
tigate this matter thoroughly and deny the
application of Solaris Health Systems to
close Muhlenberg Hospital. Inadequate
government payment for [charitable] care
patients is a problem for all hospitals.
However, it seems like the profitable as-
pects of Muhlenberg have been, and are,
being transferred to JFK to make
Muhlenberg’s financial situation appear
worse. This, too, should be investigated.

It is morally wrong for patients’ lives to
be endangered by the closing of
Muhlenberg just to bolster JFK’s corpo-
rate greed.

Gerald and Barbara Hughes
Scotch Plains

Earth Day – It’s Encouraging that
We Finally Recognize a Problem

Arbor Day, celebrated in America on the last
Friday in April, and Earth Day, which occurs April
22 worldwide, seem to have much in common – most
people like trees and, presumably, most people like
the Earth. When it comes to greenhouse gases, such
as carbon dioxide, trees really suck it up.

The first Arbor Day was celebrated in Nebraska on
April 10, 1872, thanks to J. Sterling Morton, a civic
leader, agriculturist and former newspaper editor.
By 1920, 45 states celebrated Arbor Day. Today,
Arbor Day is observed in all 50 states and in many
countries around the world.

The Arbor Day Foundation fosters the Tree City
USA program, in cooperation with the USDA Forest
Service and the National Association of State For-
esters. According to the foundation, the program
“creates a framework for action, education, a posi-
tive public image and citizen pride.”

There are more than 3,000 communities in Tree
City USA. New Jersey has 145 towns in the program
out of 566 towns total. In Union County, the follow-
ing nine (of 21) towns are members: Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Fanwood, Linden, Rahway,
Roselle, Springfield and Summit. Whether a mem-
ber of the program or not, all towns in the county
cherish our wonderful trees.

This time of the year, New Jersey trees are beau-
tiful. If you don’t have allergies, step outside and
smell the blossoms. The state tree of New Jersey is
the red oak, adopted in 1950. Its acorns were an
important food for the Lenape Indians. The tree has
brilliant scarlet leaves, which turn in the fall.

Trees contribute considerably to our wellbeing –
and the Earth’s wellbeing, too. So, when celebrating
Earth Day, remember the trees and what they do for
us. It’s all right to be called a ‘tree-hugger.’

Two months after man first landed on the moon
(Neil Armstrong – July 16, 1969), people in Septem-

ber got together in Seattle with a new appreciation
for the Earth. U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson an-
nounced that in the spring of 1970, there would be a
nationwide grassroots demonstration on the envi-
ronment.

Today, Earth Day international network reaches
more than 17,000 organizations in 174 countries.
Organizers say Earth Day is the only event cel-
ebrated simultaneously around the globe by people
of all backgrounds, faiths and nationalities. More
than a half billion people participate.

There’s been considerable progress since 1969 –
our water has been cleaned up, and much has been
done about the air. There are several setbacks, whether
one believes ‘global warming’ is real or not. It’s all
about energy.

Gas will hit $4 a gallon this summer; consumption
is higher than ever, and we have no real energy plan.
We’ve wasted nearly 40 years of engineering knowl-
edge and time to do something about it in dealing
with the energy crisis in the United States – going
from 40 percent foreign oil dependency to now more
than 70 percent foreign dependency. Our cars are
bigger than ever, and the world population is explod-
ing. We’re cutting down the rain forest at a record
pace.

One might say that at least it’s encouraging that we
now recognize the problem. Unfortunately, we knew
about it then and started cleaning up the water and air
in the 1960s – started addressing the energy crisis in
the 1970s. The energy progress all came to a sudden
stop by the end of the 1970s. And now, we are energy
hostages of foreign enemies – and the engineers to
fix the problem have dwindled. It does little good to
be chasing windmills.

We think it’s time, no matter how brazen, for our
leadership to inspire, to lead us, so we can again land
a man on the moon within the decade.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Fanwood Recycling Center Celebrates Earth Day
All Year Long – Neighboring Towns are Welcome

I double my plastic bags to hold my
grocery items. This makes strong carriers
and takes less space than cloth bags. For
not using new supermarket bags, I aver-
age 10 to 20 cents refunds every super-
market bill. I rarely use garbage or yard-
size plastic or paper bags. I recycle so
much in reusable containers that my gar-
bage each week uses about only one plas-
tic shopping bag.

Our town’s deleterious yard waste is
picked up or vacuumed from our streets
by our DPW, taken to our recycling cen-
ter and composted. The only edible food
I trash is from my miscalculation of, or
nonuse during, its storage time here in my
home. I do not use a sink food grinder,
which adds waste to drain water. (I also
usually do not flush the toilet, filled with
ammonia-based waste, until there is other
deleterious waste.)

My town [Fanwood] has one of the best
recycling centers. We are not operation-
ally taxed for recycling except mainly for
non-grass yard waste collection by the
DPW and our own cost of time for collec-
tion of recyclables and delivery of or
adding them to our town recycling areas.
Our citizens, and anyone who wants from
neighboring towns, drop off usually
cleaned recyclables that are sorted by

types that are marketed to the various
materials re-users.

Only lesser quantities of smaller
amounts of higher recycling numbered
plastics and items that are toxic to the air,
water or soil when broken, unsealed or
spilled are not collected locally, but our
county has a Saturday per quarter when
the toxics may be dropped at a rotating
collection location. (Fluorescent lamps,
refinishing and other chemical liquids are
the main culprits!)

In addition to the reduced tax burdens
of recycling and waste disposal in our
town, the citizen volunteer groups that
separate our materials at the center re-
ceive contributions to their organizations.
A few town or area citizens who dedicate
a large part of their available workweek

time receive responsibility motivating
stipends to maintain management and
operation of the site and almost 1,000
volunteers over each year.

Saturday mornings are our main recy-
cling times with the volunteer groups.
Wednesday mornings are “do-it-yourself”
days with the help of management. The
site manager works with local courts and
schools for community service help. Law
offenders are assigned community ser-
vice in the range of 120 to 180 hours and
student detentions are two to four days.

Thanks for all the dedication to and
work for sustainability and recycling of
our planet.

Harry McNally Jr.
Fanwood

Landlords Are the 800-Pound Gorilla
I read Mr. Greco’s letter to the editor

with interest. In part, I agree with his
position on higher parking fines. How-
ever, I disagree with the premise that
parking enforcement and fines have as
big an impact as he portrays.

I believe Mr. Greco has neglected the
800-pound gorilla in the room, namely
the unrelenting increases in rentals de-

manded by the landlords from the retail-
ers. The high rentals have caused the
retailers to pass through higher selling
price increases, thus lowering demand —
a basic function of economics.

The landlords need to be a little less self-
serving. The well’s running dry.

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Saporous – Of or having taste or

flavor
2. Planchet – A flat piece of metal

ready to be stamped as a coin
3. Soldan – A sultan or any Moslem

ruler or prince
4. Anthropophagy – Cannibalism

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VEDRO
1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
2. A Russian liquid measure equal to

3.249 gallons
3. An old woman; a hag
4. A plug, such as in barrels

CRASSAMENTUM
1. The thick red part of the blood
2. The decayed trunk of a tree
3. The part of a clam or mussel which

contains the internal organs
4. A pathological accumulation of se-

rous fluid in a bodily cavity
PANDICULATION

1. A flickering or sparkling
2. Revenge; reprisal
3. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
4. The act of stretching and yawning

JAGER
1. A barrel maker
2. A riding whip
3. A hunter or rifleman
4. A blacksmith

See more letters page 5


