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Skibitsky, Caruana: State
Is to Blame for Tax Problems

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield munici-
pal taxes will rise more than 9 percent
this year not because of monetary
mismanagement by the municipality,
but because of county and state “dys-
function,” Finance Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Sal Caruana said in an
interview at The Westfield Leader on
Sunday.

The state’s fiscal crisis will also
impact neighboring towns. Accord-
ing to Mr. Caruana, while Westfield
will “escape” the loss of 100 percent
of its state aid, which occurred in
towns with less than 10,000 citizens,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Fanwood were not so fortunate.

Mr. Caruana and Mayor Skibitsky
told The Leader during an on-camera
interview conducted by Leader Pub-
lisher Horace Corbin (goleader.com/
video) that there is a disconnect be-
tween government and New Jersey
citizens. Until that gap is bridged, no
meaningful property-tax reform can
be realized, the town officials said.

Calling it the “best example of the
state’s dysfunction,” Mr. Caruana
pointed to the Paid Family Leave
measure that recently passed in the
State Legislature. The plan would
allow workers to take up to six weeks
off to care for ill family members or
newborn children. The bill stipulates
that workers can receive two-thirds
of their salaries, up to $504 a week,

RVSA Elects Papen Chair,
Lombardo, Vice Chairman

Board OK’s Tear Down of
Porches for New Deck

RAHWAY —  Joan Papen of Scotch
Plains has been named 2008 chair-
man of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) Board of Com-
missioners and Charles Lombardo of
Garwood has been named vice chair-
man. In addition, two new members
have joined the board this year: Rich-
ard LoForte, representing Kenilworth,
and Maria Abram, representing
Springfield.

Ms. Papen was appointed to the
RVSA in 1995 and served one previ-
ous term as chairman. Ms. Papen has
been a four-time mayor and deputy
mayor of Scotch Plains during her 16
years on the township council. She
initiated the municipal TV program-
ming, environmental commission and
the Downtown Business Alliance.

She served on the planning board,
master plan review committee, library
board of trustees and local assistance
board. Ms. Papen was president of
the Scotch Plains/Fanwood PTA
Council and the Union County

Women’s Political Caucus; was vice
chairman of the Union County League
of Municipalities and Union County
Republican Committee, and presently
is vice chairman of the Scotch Plains
Republican Committee.

Mr. Lombardo was appointed to the
RVSA in 1995 and served one term as
chairman. He is employed by the
County of Union, Department of Pub-
lic Works as the safety coordinator.
Mr. Lombardo served six terms as a
councilman in Garwood, and served
as council president, police and fire
commissioner. Mr. Lombardo  has been
liaison to the Union County Solid
Waste Authority, the board of educa-
tion, planning board, the shade tree
commission and the Union County
Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board.

Mr. LoForte has served Kenilworth
as recreation commission chairman,
emergency management coordinator,
planning board member and two terms
as a borough councilman. He is a 30-

SEE FOR YOURSELF...Westfield Leader publisher Horace Corbin, left, inter-
views Mayor Andy Skibitsky, center, and Finance Policy Committee Chairman
Sal Caruana about the Westfield budget. During the session, Mr. Corbin encour-
aged the readership to visit goleader.com/video to view this discussion in conjunc-
tion with  Governor Jon Corzine’s definition of the fiscal crisis, filmed during his
January 30 presentation at Union County College. This, Mr. Corbin said, will
allow citizens to understand the full scope of the state’s fiscal problems.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said while the governor is stressing
consolidation of towns as a way to fix
the fiscal dilemma, he is not address-
ing the “core issue” – spending.

Mayor Skibitsky said fellow may-
ors of Union County towns have told
him, after the state aid cut, that they
would be “very happy” to keep tax
increases below 10 percent. The bor-
ough of Fanwood is facing increases
as high as 29 percent.

Mr. Caruana, a first ward council-
man, said a Westfield taxpayer whose
home is assessed at $183,000 should
expect to pay roughly $12,260 in
taxes, an increase of more than $768.
Approximately $180 of the $768 can
be attributed to town increases. The
rest arises from state mandates, county
increases and the board of education
budget.

during their leave.
He said the state is encouraging

municipalities to cut spending and
increase revenue; “yet, the state passes
a program that will cost $168 million
a year…this is a program we can’t
afford.”

Mr. Caruana said the measure’s
passing shows that “on a visceral
level, legislators don’t get it.”

Mayor Skibitsky, while “applaud-
ing” Governor Jon Corzine for “bring-
ing the [fiscal] problem to the fore-
front,” took issue with the state for
not giving municipalities the au-
tonomy to handle their own prob-
lems.

For example, as per state mandate,
Westfield must raise an additional
$137,000 to fund the Westfield Me-
morial Library. The formula states

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment approved all
eight of the variance applications
heard during Monday night’s meet-
ing.

David Barbosa of 400-402 East
Dudley Avenue was approved to tear
down two existing rear porches at the
two-family home and to build a deck.
The variances approved were: im-
provement coverage of about 10 feet
more than allowed, a maximum cov-
erage by buildings and above-ground
structures with a deck of about 23 feet
more than allowed, a street side yard
setback of 9.7 feet, where 20 feet is
needed, and a side yard setback of
four feet when 10 feet is required.

This application was carried over
from 2006 with multiple hearings
since then.

Neighbor Cynthia Folke has op-
posed this application since the be-
ginning of the case. On Monday, she
said she was “pleased the applicant

has elected to narrow the driveway
[from 27 feet to 20 feet]. It will make
a big difference with how the prop-
erty looks.” Previously she was un-
happy with the amount of impervious
surface Mr. Barbosa had in his back-
yard. She told The Westfield Leader
prior to this meeting that he “black
topped the whole back lot and en-
croached on the neighbor’s yard.”
She filed a lawsuit on the matter in
June 2007.

David and Lisa Bleich were also
approved to build a deck, which makes
their rear yard setback at nine feet
where 35 feet is required and 16.6
feet is the present condition. Because
their home is on a corner lot made it
an unusual application and the board
agreed the “applicant made a good-
natured” attempt to put the deck in an
area where it is not visible to the
neighbors or passersbys.

Dahn Yoga, or Sun Institute, at 241
North Avenue, West, was allowed to
install a perpendicular “blade sign”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
SLEEP OVER...About 1,000 Westfield residents line up at the municipal building Saturday morning in hopes of signing up
for the remaining spots at the Westfield Memorial Pool. Some came early enough to catch some sleep in the early morning
darkness.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DELIGHTED...Westfield Board of Education members are delighted Tuesday
night at board member Richard Solomon’s home on Ambree Crescent upon
learning that voters approved the school budget.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
PLAY BALL...Several thousand players and parents take their annual march,
parading from Mindowaskin Park to Gumbert Field, to kick off the season for the
Westfield Baseball League.

Voters Pass Local School Budgets;
Williams, Jakositz Win MS Seats

Westfield Town Council Approves
$37.9 Mil. Budget Intro by 8-1 Vote

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield voters
passed a $75,086,661 school tax levy
Tuesday. The school tax represents a
4.59 percent increase from last year.
The budget was passed by a tally of
2,553 to 1,352, with a turnout of 19.9
percent, or 3,857, out of a total of
19,712 registered voters. Taxes will
rise $324 on a home assessed for
$183,448. The total budget is
$86,585,234.

Re-elected, uncontested, to the
board of education (BOE) were Alice
Hunnicutt, 2,566; Gary McCready,
2,492, and Ann Ormsby Cary, 2,471.

Write-ins and absentee ballots were
not included in the tally.

“It was a very good turn out,” Board
Chairman Ginny Leiz said.

The polls were open early from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. for the third consecu-
tive year in Westfield.

“I’m really excited. The commu-
nity came out to support our kids
from about two to one. We were able
to preserve our programs for our kids
in this tough year,” said Anne Riegel,
board finance chairman.

“I’m thrilled for the students in the
district. That’s what this is all about,”
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said.

The board of education gathered at
board member Richard Solomon’s
home to wait for the final vote count.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Councilman

Frank Arena and Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca came out to the board of
education gathering to show their
support and offer their congratula-
tions.

In the neighboring Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District, voters ap-
proved a $67,753,660 school tax in
support of a $77,775,487 spending
plan by a tally of 1,879 to 1,187.
Turnout was 14.7 percent in Scotch
Plains out of a total registration of
14,903, and 18.4 percent in Fanwood
out of 4,810 registered voters.

The budget passed by a margin of
1,340 to 845 in Scotch Plains and 539
to 342 in Fanwood.

“We are very grateful for the sup-
port of the community, parents and
students. It demonstrates that are our
town supports education in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. We are looking
forward to moving forward,” Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said.

Re-elected to the BOE were unop-
posed incumbents Donald Parisi,
1,443, and Warren McFall, 1,275, both
representing Scotch Plains, and
Fanwood resident Sasha Slocum, 601.

Based on the totals, Scotch Plains
voters cast 533 less ballots on the
school budget than on the unopposed
candidates. In Fanwood, 280 more
people voted on the budget than for
Ms. Slocum.

In Garwood, 338 of the borough’s
2,545 registered voters (13.3 percent)
turned out and the school tax of
$6,588,420 was approved by a vote
of 174 to 135. This will raise taxes in
the borough by $126 on a home as-
sessed at $100,000. The tax levy will
fund an $8,256,284 spending plan.

Two candidates running unopposed
for three open seats were elected to
the local school board. Incumbent
Christine Guerriero received 177
votes, while former board member
Linda Koenig garnered 143 votes.

According to unofficial results pro-
vided by the borough clerk’s office,
write-in candidate Karen Rusin de-
feated fellow write-in candidate
Debbie Courtney, a former school
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By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council, Tuesday, voted by an
8-1 margin to introduce and approve
a $37.9- million municipal budget
that represents a 9.38 percent tax in-
crease over 2007.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski voted against the budget’s
introduction.

Since the budget was approved by

a majority of the town council, it can
be formally adopted on May 20.

The proposed 2008 municipal bud-
get will represent an approximate
jump of $180 per year to the average
Westfield home assessed at $183,500.

Overall, the average Westfield tax-
payer should expect to pay roughly
$12,260 in property taxes, an increase
of about $765 over last year.

Approximately $22 million of the
$37.9 million budget will be sup-
ported by local property taxes.

Finance Policy Committee Chair-
man Sal Caruana called the 2008 bud-
get the “most difficult in recent years,”
and said Westfield “was subject to
factors that all but guarantee even
greater hardships in 2009 and be-
yond.”

The tax levy represents an increase
of $1.9 million from last year. The
$1.9 million takes into account town
expenses capped at 4 percent
($797,000) and an additional $1.1
million in state-mandated expendi-
tures, such as library costs and pen-
sion payouts.

Mr. Caruana said while spending
jumped more than 5 percent, the por-
tion Westfield could control only rose
1.7 percent. Mandated costs, includ-
ing the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) assessment
($340,000), library ($173,000) and
pension costs ($740,000) comprised
the bulk of the increase.

The finance policy committee
chairman said it became “clear” dur-
ing the budgetary sessions that new
state obligations, combined with es-
calating market and state costs, are
forcing municipal governments into
a “new era” to which they “must be
quick to adapt.”

To “succeed” in the new era, he
said Westfield must not only
downsize, but “we must look to all of

our limited sources of revenues for
increases or enhancements to levels
comparable to other communities.”

To increase revenues, the council
has agreed to bump up the $20 over-
time parking fine to $32, and change
the language in the ordinance, cap-
ping the figure at $50.

Mr. Caruana said Westfield is
“adapting quickly to the new reality”
and that the finance committee is
beginning a review process of “non-
essential” programs and services by
identifying those that should be re-
duced or eliminated prior to the 2009
budget cycle.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
gave a PowerPoint presentation on
the budget before an audience filled
with more town department heads
than Westfield residents.

He outlined that in order to account
for all statutory expenses, which went
up $1.6 million (12.5 percent), and
more than a half-million in salary
increases, as well as declining rev-
enues, the town will use its entire
available surplus, $3.9 million, and
pull more than $326,000 from its sale
of assets account to fund the budget.

Mr. Gildea said the 4 percent cap,
designed as a tax-relief mechanism,
did not “translate” into savings.

After the presentation, the council
voted on its approval.

Mr. Bigosinski commended the
work of the finance committee and
Mr. Caruana. He also acknowledged
the difficulty of working under a
“complex mosaic of laws that ham-
string the committee.” However, he
said he would not support a budget
that continued the practice of enroll-
ing part-time salaried employees in
the state pension system.

Westfield contributes less than
$10,000 annually to fund the pen-
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POLICE BLOTTER

Candidates Set to Battle for
Seats Cranford Committee

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Mayor Robert
Puhak and Commissioner of Public
Safety and former mayor of Cranford,
Michael Plick, both Republicans, are
not running for re-election to the
Cranford Township Committee. The
current five-member committee is
made up of all Republicans.

Christopher Drew and Mark Dugan
are running on the Republican side.
Daniel Aschenbach and Kevin Illing
will challenge them on the Demo-
cratic ticket.

Mr. Drew is currently director of
development and alumni relations at
Queen of Peace High School in North
Arlington. Also, he is in his second
year on the Cranford zoning board.
For the last two years, he has operated
a private investigation and security
firm out of Cranford.

In 1999, he retired after 12 years as
a police officer of the emergency ser-
vice unit with the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey due to a
serious injury that occurred while in
the line of duty.

He holds a Master’s in Education
degree in Administration and Super-
vision from Seton Hall University.
He has been an adjunct professor of
criminal justice since 1999 at a num-
ber of schools, including his alma
mater and Kean and Montclair Uni-
versities. He lives in Cranford with
his wife and three children. He
coaches youth sports such as soccer,
basketball and baseball.

Mr. Dugan is an attorney at
O’Connor, Morss & O’Connor in
Union. He is licensed to practice law
in New Jersey, New York, Washing-
ton DC and Pennsylvania. He gradu-

ated from Lehigh University in 1980
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business and Economics with a ma-
jor in Accounting, and received his
law degree from Benjamin Cardozo
School of Law, in Manhattan, in 1984.

He has held board positions with
many charities in the past and cur-
rently is a member of the board of
the Occupational Center of Union
County in Roselle. He is also on the
finance committee of the Roman
Catholic Church of St. Anne in
Garwood, his place of worship, and
involved in the Knights of Colum-
bus in Garwood. He has also coached
youth sports. He and his wife have
three children.

Mr. Aschenbach was a former
mayor of Cranford in 1993, 2001
and 2006. He served 15 years on the
township committee and was fi-
nance commissioner for nine of
those years. He is a member of
Cranford’s Centennial Village com-
mittee and the Flood Control Advi-
sory committee, both of which he
has held for the last years. He works
for a Wall Street firm and covers
credit issues, which he has done for
25 years. He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in American civilization and
history from Boston University,
1977, and a master’s of public ad-
ministration and finance from
Rutgers University, 1983. He earned
48 credits towards a doctorate de-
gree in public administration at New
York University. He is president of
the Patrick French Foundation and
is married with six children.

Mr. Illing is secretary (2006-2009)
of the Cranford planning board and
was not available for comment.

year member of the Kenilworth Re-
publican Municipal Committee.

Ms. Abram is a life-long resident
of Union County, residing in Spring-
field for the past four years.

She graduated from Northeastern
University with a bachelor’s degree
in political science/law and public
policy.

The RVSA is headed by executive
director Michael Brinker, Jr. It is an
autonomous agency that owns and
operates a trunk sewer system and a

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RSVA Sewer Board
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WF Bd. of Adjustment

that as property values rise, so, too,
must municipal aid to local libraries.

“Maybe we’d rather keep that
$137,000 in our pocket to offset other
spending, or maybe use it to provide
safety equipment to fire and police,”
the mayor said, “but we don’t have
the authority to do that.”

Later, the mayor said, “Govern-
ment treats us like children.”

Mr. Caruana said new budgetary
rules and obligations from Trenton,
combined with declining revenues,
led to the $38-million budget. On top
of that, Westfield experienced a 10-
percent reduction in state aid.

On the salary and wages side,
Westfield started the budget process
having to account for a $440,000
spike.

By the end of the budget process,
the portion of spending that Westfield
controls rose 1 percent, and overall,
expenses increased $340,000.

Mr. Caruana said Westfield did an
“outstanding job” and achieved a “re-
markable feat.”

To cut costs, the town will reduce
four full-time posts to part-time posi-
tions and cut a full- and part-time job
each, saving roughly $95,000. Since
2006, the town has reduced headcount
by the equivalent of eight full-time
positions.

“There will be layoffs,” the mayor
said. However, he did indicate that no
police or firefighters would lose their
jobs.

When asked if the town could ask
high-salaried executives to take pay
cuts, Mayor Skibitsky said, “We don’t
have many executives. We do have
some fairly well paid town employ-
ees. You could cut them 10 percent,
and at the end of the day, it would not
be a big effect.”

The mayor said with a town
workforce of 240, “to make true sav-
ings, you have to look at the employ-
ees.”

Roughly 21 percent of a town tax
bill goes to fund Union County gov-
ernment. Though the number is pre-
liminary, the county tax levy is set to
rise $15.5 million, from $238.5 to
$254 million.

Candidates campaigning for
Westfield Town Council last year
promised to interface with the county
and attend freeholder meetings in
order to establish a relationship. So
far, no Westfield official has done so.

When asked why, Mayor Skibitsky
said, “We’re probably busy on town
business items. Some weeks, the fi-
nance committee meets three or five

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Taxes, State Problems
times.”

The mayor said the freeholders’
budgetary meetings, which included
a Wednesday afternoon meeting and
an upcoming Saturday morning ses-
sion on April 19, are “not the easiest
meetings to get to.”

He did assure, however, that “we
are trying to get people there on a
regular basis.”

Mr. Caruana characterized the
county as “totally unresponsive” to
the town’s needs.

Westfield, along with other Union
County municipalities, is “suffering
from the abuse of one-party rule,” Mr.
Caruana added, laying blame on the
all-Democratic freeholder board.
Union County citizens, he said, pay
the ninth highest taxes in the country.

Locally, because of state mandates
jumping by $1.3 million and a bur-
geoning county tax levy, Westfield
must find ways to offset the increases.
Therefore, the town has voted to raise
over-time meter fines from $20 to
$32.

Mayor Skibitsky said he felt the
$32 charge was “not exorbitant” when
looking at neighboring towns.

Mr. Caruana said the town has only
three or four areas from which it can
generate revenue.

“We’re starting with people break-
ing the law,” he said. “We thought it
was a logical place to say, ‘how can
we help the community?’ Doing so
(raising the rate) allows us to spare
the surplus and maintain program-
ming.”

Saying that $11.50 of a $20 ticket
goes to the state, Mr. Caruana said he
would not call money collected
through parking tickets a “revenue
maker.”

When asked if the town should
simply disband the practice if it be-
comes a break-even situation, Mayor
Skibitsky said the town does not have
the “optimal” amount of spaces and
“must make sure the system is not
abused.”

The mayor said the town is “cogni-
zant” of the importance of downtown
Westfield and does not “want to be
unfriendly. We want to encourage
people to come to Westfield.”

When looking to future budgets,
Mr. Caruana said, “The political cul-
ture has to change.”

Despite the establishment of a 4-
percent cap on annual increases in the
property tax levy, when asked if citi-
zens should expect taxes to increase
at a 4-percent limit, Mr. Caruana said,
“Not anytime soon.”

on North Avenue to advertise its loca-
tion since it is located at the rear of the
building where customers cannot see
them from the road. The ordinance
permits signage attached to the wall.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said, “We have a difficult
property” in weighing the options.
Sherry Cronin, director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, spoke
on behalf of the applicant for the
necessity of the sign.

Three applications for a second-
story addition were approved.

Dr. and Mrs. James Frost of 5
Radley Court will add on to their 15
-by-11.7-foot kitchen and add closet
space in the master bedroom over the
kitchen. The variance was for a rear-
yard setback of 20 feet, where 35 feet
is necessary and presently the home
has 30 feet.

Arthur and Margaret Debowski will
gain a master bedroom, closet and
bath on the second floor of their Dutch

colonial home at 880 Dorian Road.
The board granted a variance differ-
ence of 0.97 percent of maximum
coverage by buildings.

Roy Mandelbaum and MaryJo
McShane will also add a master suite,
walk-in closet and bath on the second
floor to their 1927 bungalow at 934
Ripley Avenue. Their hardship was
an undersized lot and home in com-
parison to neighbors. The board liked
her attempt to retain the architectural
integrity of the home.

Mark Doherty, a board member,
said he did not see a hardship with an
undersize lot as other homes in the
area face a similar situation. The board
unanimously approved the applica-
tion.

Two one-story additions were ap-
proved for variances.

Risa Lower at 810 Prospect Street
will add a sunroom on her side yard,
which is an existing non-conforming
setback of 5.2 feet, the same as pro-
posed.

Robert and Kristin Winters will
construct an expansion of their kitchen
to make it a 10-foot, four-inch by
140-foot, seven-inch room on the rear
of the property. The board had issues
with the side of the house having
minimal windows, creating a large
blank wall. They required the owner
to add a false-corner board at the
vertical line where the addition meets
the existing house to add an architec-
tural interest.

Nineteen applications were sched-
uled for the Monday meeting, but
time constraints caused the board to
move the other 11 to next month.

wastewater treatment facility in
Rahway. The RVSA serves the mem-
ber municipalities of Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield and
Woodbridge, and user municipalities
of Winfield Park, portions of Fanwood
and Linden.

Commissioners serve a staggered
five-year term, and the chairmanship
and vice-chairmanship of the RVSA
rotate annually.

Larissa Curlik for The Westfield Leader
ANTICIPATION...Mary Beth Schaumberg, left, of the Mountainside Board of
Education and newly-elected board member Carolyn Williams wait for voting
tallies Tuesday night outside the borough clerk’s office Tuesday night.

NEWLY ELECTED …Chairman Joan Papen of Scotch Plains and Vice Chair-
man Charles Lombardo of Garwood lead the 2008 RVSA Board of Commission-
ers.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
COMING TOGETHER…The Mountainside fire and police departments faced
each other in a charity basketball game Friday day at a well-attended event held
at Deerfield School. Proceeds will benefit a fund for Wayne Cantagallo who is a
long-time resident of Mountainside fighting multiple myeloma blood cancer.
Donations can be sent to the Wayne Cantagallo Benefit Fund at the Mountainside
Fire Department, 210 New Providence Road, Mountainside, NJ 07092.

Westfield
Wednesday, April 9, the Westfield

Police Department is continuing its
investigation into the theft of linge-
rie from a store on the 200 block of
East Broad Street.

According to police, a man and a
woman, described only as Hispanic,
asked a store employee for assis-
tance with clothing. The man stayed
behind while the woman and the
employee went to another section
of the store.

The employee then saw the man
leave the store, apparently carrying
clothing from the establishment,
which activated the store alarm. In
the wake of the man’s exit, the fe-
male suspect was able to slip out of
the store as well. Shop personnel
subsequently discovered 70 pairs
of underwear valued at more than
$525 missing from the premises.

Thursday, April 10, two women
were arrested on charges of pro-
moting and engaging in prostitu-
tion after Westfield police raided a
business in a two-story building on
the 300 block of South Avenue, East,
at 7:20 p.m.

Police identified the suspects as
Meilan Huang, 34, and Longshi Yu,
37, both reportedly of Westfield.
They were transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where they
were processed and released after
each posting $1,500 bail.

According to Captain Clifford
Auchter of the Westfield Police De-
partment, the arrests were pursuant
to an investigation by detectives over
the past several months. He said the
business involved was known as
Acupressure Therapy Center.

In addition to the arrest of the two
suspects, police also confiscated
ledgers and credit card bills, as well
as approximately $500 in cash. Cap-
tain Auchter said the investigation
is continuing.

Thursday, April 10, a Westfield
resident reported his silver 2006
Lexus was stolen from a business
on the 800 block of Central Avenue.

Friday, April 11, Nicholas Fierro,
20, of South Plainfield was arrested
on a Piscataway traffic warrant af-
ter the vehicle in which he was a
passenger was stopped at Central
Avenue and Grove Street for motor
vehicle violations. He was released
after posting $106 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 9, a resident of

Cray Terrace reported that some-
one removed a bicycle from his un-
locked shed located in his back-
yard.

Wednesday, April 9, Joseph
Materek, 51, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Garwood
warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, April 10, Joseph
Barone, 51, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding Newark
warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, April 10, a resident of
2nd Street reported that his wallet
was stolen from his unlocked motor
vehicle while it was parked in the
street.

Saturday, April 12, Matthew
Small, 46, of South Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Union
warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue.

Sunday, April 13, Jose Salvador,
22, of Laurel County, Md. was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after a motor ve-

hicle stop on Martine Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed
and released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 7, a resident of

Blue Ridge Circle reported that
someone threw a rock, breaking the
passenger side window of his motor
vehicle while it was parked in the
street.

Monday, April 7, John Coll, 43,
of Berkeley Heights was arrested
and charged with simple assault af-
ter police responded to a report of a
disturbance. Authorities said police
found Coll allegedly assaulting an-
other man during an altercation. He
was processed and released, police
said.

Wednesday, April 9, a patron of a
Lamberts Mill Road health club re-
ported that someone removed her
purse from her locker while she was
working out. According to police,
the purse contained several hun-
dred dollars in cash.

Wednesday, April 9, a resident of
Sleepy Hollow Lane reported that
someone entered his motor vehicle
and removed a GPS valued at $290.

Friday, April 11, Demond Will-
iams, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, April 13, Peter Paulsen,
46, of Millburn was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police,
he was processed and released.

Sunday, April 13, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
someone entered her apartment and
removed several thousand dollars
in cash.

Sunday, April 13, Paige Horn, 40,
of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. Ac-
cording to police, she was processed
and released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Friday, April 11, the owner of a

Route 22 tennis club reported that a
suspicious white male was seen in
the kitchen at the establishment.
According to police, a case and a
half of beer and two bottles of MD
20/20 were found in the refrigera-
tor. Authorities said the alcohol did
not belong to the establishment and
the suspect disappeared without
being identified.

Sunday, April 13, Russell
Murdock, 58, of Lyons was stopped
for speeding on Route 22, West, and
subsequently charged with driving
without a license. He was processed
and released with a summons.

Newark Ex-mayor
Sharpe James, Mistress

Convicted of Fraud
At press time Wednesday, a federal

jury convicted former Newark Mayor
Sharpe James of fraud for conspiring
to rig the sale of nine city lots to his
mistress, who quickly resold them
for hundreds of thousands of dollars
in profit.

James' co-defendant and former
girlfriend, Tamika Riley, was also
found guilty on all counts. They face
between four- and seven-year prison
terms.

Both remain free on bail until sen-
tencing, which was set for July 29 at
10 a.m.

board member, by a margin of 154 to
108, to take the third vacant seat.
Borough clerk Christina Ariemma
noted that the Union County Clerk’s
Office will officially examine the
write-in votes to determine if they are
viable.

Mountainside voters approved a
school tax levy of $12.2 million by a
tally of 528 to 302, to fund the total
school expenditure of $15,865,990
for next year. The school tax will
increase by $156 on a home assessed
at $162,700.

Vice President of the Mountainside
BOE, Mary Beth Schaumberg, said
she was “thrilled” that the budget
“passed by a big margin and that the
town supports the schools.”

In the race for school board seats,
Carolyn Williams, 506, and part-time
special education teacher Cathy

sions of six individuals – town attor-
ney, board of adjustment attorney, plan-
ning board attorney, municipal judge,
public defender and prosecutor, Mr.
Gildea told The Westfield Leader.

Mr. Bigosinski said especially dur-
ing such a “challenging” budget year,
the practice of providing pensions to
these individuals is “ripe for stopping.”

Third Ward Councilman and Fi-
nance Committee Vice Chairman
David Haas said because the town
insisted on providing pensions for
part-time salaried employees, he
voted for the budget “with great res-
ervations.”

Mr. Caruana said while the state
legislature has ruled that no new part-
time employee shall be enrolled in
the pension system, the legislature is
“silent” on the practice of supplying
pensions to existing employees.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Town Budget

Chamber of Commerce Urges
Westfield Council to Reconsider Fines
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chamber of Commerce sent the fol-
lowing letter to the Westfield Council
in response to town plans to raise
fines for parking tickets.

*****
“The Westfield Area Chamber of

Commerce urges the Westfield Town
Council to reconsider the proposal to
raise parking fines in the downtown
central business district. The Westfield
business community is suffering in
the midst of the most serious eco-
nomic recession in the past 25 years.
Vacancies are up; street traffic is down.

We respectfully remind the town
council that their historic role has
been to provide sufficient and ad-
equate parking to facilitate a healthy
economic climate downtown. Over
the last 20 years; the town has turned
away from their historic mission as
the need for ratables caused the con-
tinuous granting of parking waivers
justified by the anticipated arrival of
one or even two parking decks. The
town council even increased parking
fees to offset the cost of these pro-

posed decks.
Now with the parking deck debacle

behind them, the town council ap-
pears desirous of increasing parking
fines rather than rolling back parking
fees initiated to help finance the now-
abandoned parking deck. The town
council takes the shortsighted view
that it will only be the frequent abuser
who will be fined. Rather, it is our
experience as business people, many
of whom are in downtown Westfield,
that it is the good customer, who upon
receiving the first ticket, abandons
Westfield for other shopping options.
This is the story today as many of our
merchant and restaurant owners share
stories of their once-good customers
who refuse to return to Westfield as a
result of a bad parking experience.

To do what the town council now
proposes is precisely the wrong thing
at the wrong time and in the wrong
place.

We respectfully urge you to recon-
sider.

Gary Goodman, Chairman
WACC

“We interpreted that silence as
keeping the status quo,” Mr. Caruana
said.

He also called the amount contrib-
uted, a figure less than $10,000, a
“diminimous sum,” when viewed in
the context of a $37.9 million budget.

He said the town has a “sacred
moral obligation” to make its pension
commitments.

Mr. Bigosinski responded that Mr.
Caruana had made an “incredible
mischaracterization” of his point. Mr.
Bigosinski said that he did not sug-
gest that the town renege on past
promises, calling that “ancient his-
tory,” but end the practice of giving
pension credits going forward.

Mr. Haas deemed the awarding of
pension credits to part-time salaried
employees a “bad fiscal practice” that
creates future obligations.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area Votes on School Taxes
And Candidates to BOEs

Jakositz, 440, won the two open BOE
seats. Coming in third was Lauren
Emblad, the daughter of board mem-
ber Carmen Venes, with 402 tallies.
Incumbents John Perrin, BOE presi-
dent, and Scot Worswick did not seek
re-election. Turnout for the race was
19 percent out of 4,615 registered
voters.

“I am very humbled and honored to
be elected to the position,” Ms. Will-
iams said. “I thank my committee and
the community for their support and
look forward to getting to work.” Ms.
Williams, who is the current
Mountainside PTA President, said she
would “endeavor to rise to any chal-
lenges” as a new board member and
would “keep the town’s interest in
mind.”

Raynor Denitzio and Larissa Curlik
contributed to this story.
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MULCH SPREADERS…Hannah Glock, Samantha Bordman and Raina Tellado
of the Park Middle School Environmental Club demonstrate the proper way to
mulch trees by spreading the mulch in a doughnut shape around the tree. Piling
mulch up against the trunk can cause decay and eventually kill the tree. The club
members participated in a tree-mulching workshop at Carriage House Park,
sponsored by the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission.

BOE OK’s One-Yr. Pact to Union;
Raises from 4.3 to 5.0 Percent Given

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) approved, on Thursday, a new
one-year contract for the 2008-2009
school year negotiated with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA).

This one-year agreement means a
4.25 percent salary increase for teach-
ers, coaches and advisors, a 4.75 per-
cent increase for secretaries, and a
4.97 percent increase for aides.

BOE Vice President Linda Nelson
said these numbers are “competitive

with other county settlements.”
“We were very pleased with the

numbers,” she said. She called the
agreement “very fair.”

Ms. Nelson said that the board mem-
bers “were able to have these [negotia-
tion meetings] very cordially,” and
that they got “a lot accomplished.”

“This sets a good tone going for-
ward,” she said.

The agreement and salary guides
would be in effect from July 1, 2008,
to June 30, 2009.

Board officials also accepted a
$2,500 grant from the Investors Sav-
ings Bank Charitable Foundation to
go towards a web-based library server
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS). Areili Gonzalez,
sales manager of Investors Saving
Bank’s Scotch Plains branch, and Ada
Melendez, first vice president for
community development of the In-
vestors Savings Bank’s corporate of-
fice, presented the grant.

“This was such a gracious dona-
tion to our school district,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said.

Board officials were encouraged
by the bank’s representatives to con-
tinue to seek out grants that may be
available to the district.

Additionally, Jeannine Liana, a lan-
guage arts teacher at Park Middle
School, and Brad Siegel, supervisor
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s social studies department,
gave a presentation on the district’s
professional development committee,
which recently received a letter of
acceptance from Union County Ex-
ecutive Superintendent of Schools
Carmen Centuolo.

Ms. Liana explained the benefit of
surveys that the district’s teachers are
asked to fill out regarding profes-
sional development. She said the in-
put helps the professional develop-
ment committee, made up of four
teachers and two administrators, “fo-
cus attention for the following year.”
She added that the survey process is

“very valuable” and helps to “maxi-
mize student achievement.” Ms. Li-
ana said that they have good response
numbers.

Mr. Siegel spoke of the revised
summer orientation that he called
more of an “introductory program”
to classroom topics, as opposed to an
“orientation” of the district as a whole.
Roundtable discussions will be among
some of the exercises. He said the
new teachers would continue to get
support even in their second year.
“That second year support is still
crucial.”

Board Member Sasha Slocum
called the program very “profes-
sional” and “cost effective.”

Ms. Nelson said that the board
greatly appreciated the program and
will “continue to support it.”

“This is a program that is near and
dear to my heart and I’ve seen it grow
throughout the years,” Superinten-
dent Hayes said. “Our new teachers,
as well as our veteran teachers, are in
very good hands in regards to the
support they receive.”

Edward Braun, assistant principal
at SPFHS, presented on the high
school’s industrial and technical edu-
cation (ITE) program, sharing ex-
amples of students’ work from the
computer aided drafting and design
(CADD) classes and shared some
updates to former classes, such as a
focus on entrepreneurship. Two pro-
posed business texts will be up for the
board’s approval.

Future goals for the program, he
said, would include integrating a
Microsoft Office user specialist cer-
tification test into business tech
classes that can be used towards cred-
its at participating colleges and uni-
versities.

In addition, the board accepted the
donation of seven Vogel buses to be
used to transport high school seniors
to Shimon and Sara Birnbaum Jewish
Community Center for the high
school’s Project Graduation 2008.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Construction Co. Seeks Nod
On Two-Story Offices in SP

RVSA Elects Papen Chair,
Lombardo, Vice Chairman

NEWLY ELECTED…The RVSA 2008 Board of Commissioners is led by Chair-
man Joan Papen of Scotch Plains and Vice Chairman Charles Lombardo of
Garwood.

RAHWAY —  Joan Papen of Scotch
Plains has been named 2008 chair-
man of the Rahway Valley Sewer
Authority (RVSA) Board of Com-
missioners and Charles Lombardo of
Garwood has been named vice chair-
man. In addition, two new members
have joined the board this year: Rich-
ard LoForte representing Kenilworth
and Maria Abram representing
Springfield.

Ms. Papen was appointed to the
RVSA in 1995, and served one previ-
ous term as chairman. She has been a
four-time mayor and deputy mayor
of Scotch Plains during her 16 years
on the township council. She initi-
ated the municipal TV programming,
environmental commission and the
Downtown Business Alliance.

She served on the planning board,
master plan review committee, library
board of trustees and local assistance

board. Ms. Papen was president of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council and the Union County
Women’s Political Caucus and vice
chairman of the Union County League
of Municipalities and Union County
Republican Committee. She is pres-
ently vice chairman of the Scotch
Plains Republican Committee.

Mr. Lombardo was appointed to
the RVSA in 1995 and served one
term as chairman. He is employed by
the County of Union, Department of
Public Works as the safety coordina-
tor. He served six terms as a council-
man in Garwood, and served as coun-
cil president, police and fire commis-
sioner. He has been a liaison to the
Union County Solid Waste Author-
ity, the board of education, planning
board, the shade tree commission and
the Union County Air Traffic Noise

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will continue a hearing
next month to consider a site plan
application to construct a two-story
office building on South Avenue. D.
Villane Construction is seeking ap-
proval for the building at the corner of
South Avenue and New Jersey Av-
enue to house its offices and a meet-
ing room for clients.

Two years ago, the board prepared
to turn down a similar application. D.
Villane withdrew it and, instead, sub-
mitted a new plan for a 1,580-square-
foot building to be situated on the
property, which is across from the
county’s public works facility on
South Avenue.

Mr. Villane’s attorney, Robert
Kraus, in explaining the plans at the
board’s meeting on Monday, said five
parking spaces, plus one handicap
space, would be included to serve the
building on what he called “a
cockamamie triangular-shaped lot.”
The applicant’s architect, Roger
Winkle, testified that the building is
designed to look like a house in order
to “fit the character” of the mostly
residential neighborhood.

The hearing will continue at the
board’s Monday, May 12 meeting
when an engineer and professional
planner will testify and neighborhood
residents will have a chance to offer
their views on the proposed building.

The board also approved two mi-
nor subdivision applications from
Messercola Brothers Building Co.
that will become part of the planned
Hidden Meadow development. Single

lots at 2221 and 2241 Morse Avenue,
which are located on either side of
Hidden Meadow Drive, will each be
split into two new conforming lots,
with four new homes to be built. In
2005, the board approved a major
subdivision application to create six
new lots off Morse Avenue at the rear
of the Hidden Meadow Drive cul-de-
sac.

At Monday’s hearing, several resi-
dents expressed concerns about in-
creased vehicular traffic in the area,
especially on Crestwood Road.
Westfield Road resident Jim Fawcett
asked about a tree removal plan for
the new properties, saying that a num-
ber of trees on the six lots that were
approved three years ago are in poor
condition. The board agreed to have
the trees re-assessed prior to any
homes being built.

At the beginning of the board’s
meeting, representatives from Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
briefed the board about plans to de-
velop a building to house a new Union
County Academy for Performing Arts.
The 39,000-square-foot building will
be situated in front of the magnet high
school building and include a 4,000-
square-foot theater, performance stu-
dios and classrooms. Plans call for
completion of the building by Janu-
ary 2010.

At its next meeting on Monday,
April 28, the board hopes to finish its
hearing on a major subdivision appli-
cation on Cooper Road that has drawn
opposition from an adjacent neigh-
bor, who claims an approval would
make it difficult for him to subdivide
and develop his own property.

Courtesy of Renee Payami
BUS ACCIDENT...The driver of a school bus lost control of her vehicle Tuesday
afternoon after letting out the last students at their homes. The bus plowed
through two brick pillars on a resident’s driveway on Winchester Drive in Scotch
Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INTERESTED PARTIES...Two dozen business and property owners meet Tuesday at the township’s Scotch Hills Country
Club to discuss a Special Improvement District for the Scotch Plains business district.

Township Council Searches
For 2008 Budget Answers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During an
hour-long examination of the 2008
municipal budget on Tuesday night,
township council members discussed
possible changes to appropriations
levels contained in the $24.9 million
executive budget submitted to them
in February by Township Manager
Thomas Atkins.

At a budget session last Thursday
— which was devoted mainly to the
revenue side of the ledger and, spe-
cifically, to the new state-mandated 4
percent property tax cap — Mayor

Martin Marks asked council mem-
bers to come to this week’s session
with ideas on possible cuts in appro-
priations in an effort to reduce this
year’s municipal property tax in-
crease.

The township faces a $271,000 cut
in state aid, higher mandated costs in
a number of areas and lower revenue
levels in many items as officials crafts
this year’s spending plan.

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool pre-
sented her colleagues with a two-
page memorandum proposing 20 ar-
eas where she felt cuts could be made

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Business, Property Owners
Discuss SP SID Proposal

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — About 25
individuals met for 90 minutes on
Tuesday evening with Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool and Edward
McManimon, a consultant who has
assisted New Jersey towns in estab-
lishing special improvement districts
(SID), about the creation of such a
district within Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains business and prop-
erty owners will meet again at the end
of the month to further discuss the
establishment of a SID.

Much of the discussion centered
on what the benefits of a SID would
be to individual businesses and prop-
erty owners, and how some of those
benefits would be quantified, par-
ticularly for businesses located on the

periphery of the SID.
In 2004, the council defeated a SID

ordinance in the face of vocal opposi-
tion.

At a meeting with business and
property owners three months ago,
Mrs. Malool outlined some of the
benefits of a SID, including an in-
creased customer base, improved ad-
vertising and promotions, access to
grants and recruitment of new busi-
nesses.

The SID, which will be managed
by a nonprofit corporation that would
hire a professional manager, would
be involved, at the outset, primarily
in promoting downtown Scotch
Plains, business recruitment and re-
tention.

Its annual budget would be funded

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Voters Pass Local School Budgets;
Williams, Jakositz Win MS Seats
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District voters ap-
proved, on Tuesday, a $67,753,660
school tax in support of a $77,775,487
spending plan by a tally of 1,879 to
1,187. The budget passed by a margin
of 1,340 to 845 in Scotch Plains and
539 to 342 in Fanwood. Out of 14,903
registered voters, Scotch Plains ex-
perienced a 14.7 percent turnout.

Fanwood had an 18.4 percent turnout
out of 4,810 registered voters.

“We are very grateful for the sup-
port of the community, parents and
students. It demonstrates that our town
supports education in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. We are looking for-
ward to moving forward,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said.

Re-elected to the board of educa-
tion (BOE) were unopposed incum-

bents Donald Parisi, 1,443 votes, and
Warren McFall, 1,275, both repre-
senting Scotch Plains, and Fanwood
resident Sasha Slocum, 601.

Based on the totals, Scotch Plains
voters cast 533 less ballots on the
school budget than on the unopposed
candidates. In Fanwood, 280 more
people voted on the budget than for
Ms. Slocum.

In neighboring town Westfield, vot-
ers passed a $75,086,661 school tax
levy Tuesday. The school tax repre-
sents a 4.59 percent increase from
last year. The budget was passed by a
tally of 2,553 to 1,352, with a turnout
of 19.9 percent, or 3,857, out of a total
of 19,712 registered voters. Taxes
will rise $324 on a home assessed at
$183,448. The total budget is
$86,585,234.

Re-elected in uncontested races
were BOE members Alice Hunnicutt,
2,566 votes; Gary McCready, 2,492,
and Ann Ormsby Cary, 2,471.

Write-ins and absentee ballots were
not included in the tally.

“It was a very good turnout,” Board
Chairman Ginny Leiz said.

The polls were open early from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. for the third consecu-
tive year in Westfield.

“I’m really excited. The commu-
nity came out to support our kids by
about a two-to-one [count]. We were
able to preserve our programs for our
kids in this tough year,” said Anne
Riegel, board finance chairman.

“I’m thrilled for the students in the
district. That’s what this is all about,”
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said.

The Westfield BOE gathered at
board member Richard Solomon’s
home to await the final vote count.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and council-
men Frank Arena and Mark Ciarrocca
came out to the board of education
gathering to show their support and
offer their congratulations.
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GRAND OPENING…Gerry Vadas of CJS Violations Services recently held a
grand opening of his new location at 1765 East Second Street in Scotch Plains.
Pictured above, left to right, are: Scotch Plains Business & Professional Associa-
tion (SPBPA) Vice President Ray Pardon, of ERA Suburb Realty; Max Pepin, of
CJS Credit Joint Solutions, also at this location; Mr. Vadas; Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks; Mr. Vadas’ son, Chris, of VIP Wholesalers, located at 2014 Route
22 in Scotch Plains; and Jim Ross of CJS Violations Services.

“We appreciated their generosity,”
Ms. Nelson said.

A mother of a McGinn Elementary
School student commended the
school for really “taking on voting.”
She said that, among other things,
students have been wearing red, white
and blue and that there have been
signs at the school promoting the
upcoming elections.

The McGinn mother then asked for
clarification on the four elementary
school positions cut in this year’s
budget.

Superintendent Hayes explained
that the district’s goal is “to continue
to maintain class sizes as we have,”
noting that they have monitored en-
rollment trends “carefully.” She said
that staff turnover would happen
“naturally,” through retirements, for
example.

The board approved, on second and
final reading, the new “Student Su-
pervision After School Dismissal”
policy and the updates to the “Preg-
nant Students” and the “Recruitment,
Selection and Hiring” policies.

The board will recognize the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s Boys’
Varsity Basketball Team champion-
ship at its Thursday, April 24, meet-
ing. The board’s annual organizational
meeting will immediately follow the
presentation.

Westfield Mayor: State
Is to Blame for Tax Problems

SEE FOR YOURSELF...Leader/Times publisher Horace Corbin, left, interviews
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, center, and Finance Policy Committee Chair-
man Sal Caruana about the Westfield budget. During the session, Mr. Corbin
encouraged the readership to visit goleader.com/video to view this discussion in
conjunction with  Governor Jon Corzine’s definition of the fiscal crisis, filmed
during his January 30 presentation at Union County College. This, Mr. Corbin
said, will allow citizens to understand the full scope of the state’s fiscal problems.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield munici-
pal taxes will rise more than 9 percent
this year not because of monetary
mismanagement by the municipality,
but because of county and state “dys-
function,” Finance Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Sal Caruana said in an
interview at The Leader/Times on
Sunday.

The state’s fiscal crisis will also
impact neighboring towns. Accord-
ing to Mr. Caruana, while Westfield
will “escape” the loss of 100 percent
of its state aid, which occurred in
towns with less than 10,000 citizens,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Fanwood were not so fortunate.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said while the governor is stressing
consolidation of towns as a way to fix
the fiscal dilemma, he is not address-

ing the “core issue” – spending.
Mayor Skibitsky said fellow may-

ors of Union County towns have told
him, after the state aid cut, that they
would be “very happy” to keep tax
increases below 10 percent. The bor-
ough of Fanwood is facing increases
as high as 29 percent.

Mr. Caruana, a first ward council-
man, said a Westfield taxpayer whose
home is assessed at $183,000 should
expect to pay roughly $12,260 in
taxes, an increase of more than $768.
Approximately $180 of the $768 can
be attributed to town increases. The
rest arises from state mandates, county
increases and the board of education
budget.

Mr. Caruana and Mayor Skibitsky
told The Leader during an on-camera
interview conducted by Leader Pub-
lisher Horace Corbin (goleader.com/
video) that there is a disconnect be-
tween government and New Jersey
citizens. Until that gap is bridged, no
meaningful property-tax reform can
be realized, the town officials said.

Calling it the “best example of the
state’s dysfunction,” Mr. Caruana
pointed to the Paid Family Leave
measure that recently passed in the
State Legislature. The plan would
allow workers to take up to six weeks
off to care for ill family members or
newborn children. The bill stipulates
that workers can receive two-thirds
of their salaries, up to $504 a week,
during their leave.

He said the state is encouraging
municipalities to cut spending and
increase revenue; “yet, the state passes
a program that will cost $168 million
a year…this is a program we can’t
afford.”

Mr. Caruana said the measure’s
passing shows that “on a visceral
level, legislators don’t get it.”

Mayor Skibitsky, while “applaud-
ing” Governor Jon Corzine for “bring-
ing the [fiscal] problem to the fore-
front,” took issue with the state for
not giving municipalities the au-
tonomy to handle their own prob-
lems.

For example, as per state mandate,
Westfield must raise an additional
$137,000 to fund the Westfield Me-
morial Library. The formula states
that as property values rise, so, too,
must municipal aid to local libraries.

“Maybe we’d rather keep that
$137,000 in our pocket to offset other
spending or maybe use it to provide
safety equipment to fire and police,”
the mayor said, “but we don’t have
the authority to do that.”

Later, the mayor said, “Govern-
ment treats us like children.”

Mr. Caruana said new budgetary
rules and obligations from Trenton,
combined with declining revenues,
led to the $38-million budget. On top
of that, Westfield experienced a 10-
percent reduction in state aid.

On the salary and wages side,
Westfield started the budget process
having to account for a $440,000
spike. By the end of the budget pro-
cess, the portion of spending that
Westfield controls rose 1 percent, and
overall, expenses increased $340,000.

Mr. Caruana said Westfield did an
“outstanding job” and achieved a “re-
markable feat.”

To cut costs, the town will reduce
four full-time posts to part-time posi-
tions and cut a full- and part-time job
each, saving roughly $95,000. Since
2006, the town has reduced headcount

by the equivalent of eight full-time
positions.

“There will be layoffs,” the mayor
said. However, he did indicate that no
police or firemen would lose their
jobs.

When asked if the town could ask
high-salaried executives to take pay
cuts, Mayor Skibitsky said, “We don’t
have many executives. We do have
some fairly well paid town employ-
ees. You could cut them 10 percent,
and at the end of the day, it would not
be a big effect.”

The mayor said with a town
workforce of 240, “to make true sav-
ings, you have to look at the employ-
ees.”

Roughly 21 percent of a town tax
bill goes to fund Union County gov-
ernment. Though the number is pre-
liminary, the county tax levy is set to
rise $15.5 million, from $238.5 to
$254 million.

Candidates campaigning for
Westfield Town Council last year
promised to interface with the county
and attend freeholder meetings in
order establish a relationship. So far,
no Westfield official has done so.

When asked why, Mayor Skibitsky
said, “We’re probably busy on town
business items. Some weeks, the fi-
nance committee meets three or five
times.”

The mayor said the freeholders’
budgetary meetings, which included
a Wednesday afternoon meeting and
an upcoming Saturday morning ses-
sion on April 19, are “not the easiest
meetings to get to.”

He did assure, however, that “we
are trying to get people there on a
regular basis.”

Mr. Caruana characterized the
county as “totally unresponsive” to
the town’s needs.

Westfield, along with other Union
County municipalities, is “suffering
from the abuse of one-party rule,” Mr.
Caruana added, laying blame on the
all-Democratic freeholder board.
Union County citizens, he said, pay
the ninth highest taxes in the country.

Locally, because of state mandates
jumping by $1.3 million and a bur-
geoning county tax levy, Westfield
must find ways to offset the increases.
Therefore, the town has voted to raise
over-time meter fines from $20 to
$32.

Mayor Skibitsky said he felt the
$32 charge was “not exorbitant” when
looking at neighboring towns.

Mr. Caruana said the town has only
three or four areas from which it can
generate revenue.

“We’re starting with people break-
ing the law,” he said. “We thought it
was a logical place to say, ‘how can
we help the community?’ Doing so
(raising the rate) allows us to spare
the surplus and maintain program-
ming.”

Saying that $11.50 of a $20 ticket
goes to the state, Mr. Caruana said he
would not call money collected
through parking tickets a “revenue
maker.”

When asked if the town should
simply disband the practice if it be-
comes a break-even situation, Mayor
Skibitsky said the town does not have
the “optimal” amount of spaces and
“must make sure the system is not
abused.”

The mayor said the town is “cogni-
zant” of the importance of downtown
Westfield and does not “want to be
unfriendly… We want to encourage
people to come to Westfield.”

When looking to future budgets,
Mr. Caruana said, “The political cul-
ture has to change.”

Despite the establishment of a 4-
percent cap on annual increases in the
property tax levy, when asked if citi-
zens should expect taxes to increase
at a 4-percent limit, Mr. Caruana said,
“Not anytime soon.”

Westfield
Wednesday, April 9, the Westfield

Police Department is continuing its in-
vestigation into the theft of lingerie from
a store on the 200 block of East Broad
Street.

According to police, a man and a
woman, described only as Hispanic, asked
a store employee for assistance with cloth-
ing. The man stayed behind while the
woman and the employee went to another
section of the store.

The employee then saw the man leave
the store, apparently carrying clothing
from the establishment, which activated
the store alarm. In the wake of the man’s
exit, the female suspect was able to slip
out of the store as well. Shop personnel
subsequently discovered 70 pairs of un-
derwear valued at more than $525 miss-
ing from the premises.

Thursday, April 10, two women were
arrested on charges of promoting and
engaging in prostitution after Westfield
police raided a business in a two-story
building on the 300 block of South Av-
enue, East, at 7:20 p.m.

Police identified the suspects as Meilan
Huang, 34, and Longshi Yu, 37, both
reportedly of Westfield. They were trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where they were processed and released
after each posting $1,500 bail.

According to Captain Clifford Auchter
of the Westfield Police Department, the
arrests were pursuant to an investigation
by detectives over the past several months.
He said the business involved was known
as Acupressure Therapy Center.

In addition to the arrest of the two
suspects, police also confiscated ledgers
and credit card bills, as well as approxi-
mately $500 in cash. Captain Auchter
said the investigation is continuing.

Thursday, April 10, a Westfield resi-
dent reported his silver 2006 Lexus was
stolen from a business on the 800 block of
Central Avenue.

Friday, April 11, Nicholas Fierro, 20,
of South Plainfield was arrested on a
Piscataway traffic warrant after the ve-
hicle in which he was a passenger was
stopped at Central Avenue and Grove
Street for motor vehicle violations. He
was released after posting $106 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 9, a resident of Cray

Terrace reported that someone removed a
bicycle from his unlocked shed located in
his backyard.

Wednesday, April 9, Joseph Materek,
51, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Garwood warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, April 10, Joseph Barone,
51, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Newark warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, April 10, a resident of 2nd
Street reported that his wallet was stolen
from his unlocked motor vehicle while it
was parked in the street.

Saturday, April 12, Matthew Small,
46, of South Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Union warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Sunday, April 13, Jose Salvador, 22, of
Laurel County, Md. was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 7, a resident of Blue

Ridge Circle reported that someone threw
a rock, breaking the passenger side win-
dow of his motor vehicle while it was
parked in the street.

Monday, April 7, John Coll, 43, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with simple assault after police
responded to a report of a disturbance.
Authorities said police found Coll alleg-
edly assaulting another man during an
altercation. He was processed and re-
leased, police said.

Wednesday, April 9, a patron of a Lam-
berts Mill Road health club reported that
someone removed her purse from her
locker while she was working out. Ac-
cording to police, the purse contained
several hundred dollars in cash.

Wednesday, April 9, a resident of
Sleepy Hollow Lane reported that some-

one entered his motor vehicle and re-
moved a GPS valued at $290.

Friday, April 11, Demond Williams,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, April 13, Peter Paulsen, 46, of
Millburn was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Sunday, April 13, a resident of Country
Club Lane reported that someone entered
her apartment and removed several thou-
sand dollars in cash.

Sunday, April 13, Paige Horn, 40, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Friday, April 11, the owner of a Route

22 tennis club reported that a suspicious
white male was seen in the kitchen at the
establishment. According to police, a case
and a half of beer and two bottles of MD
20/20 were found in the refrigerator.
Authorities said the alcohol did not be-
long to the establishment and the suspect
disappeared without being identified.

Sunday, April 13, Russell Murdock,
58, of Lyons was stopped for speeding on
Route 22, West, and subsequently charged
with driving without a license. He was
processed and released with a summons.

Greg Ryan for The Leader/Times
COMING TOGETHER…The Mountainside fire and police departments faced
each other in a a well-attended charity basketball game, Friday, at Deerfield
School. Proceeds will benefit a fund for Wayne Cantagallo, a long-time resident
of Mountainside fighting Multiple Myeloma blood cancer. Donations can still be
sent to the Wayne Cantagallo Benefit Fund at the Mountainside Fire Department,
210 New Providence Road, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

Larissa Curlik for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANTICIPATION...Mary Beth Schaumberg (left) of the Mountainside Board of
Education and newly elected board member Carolyn Williams await voting tallies
Tuesday night outside the borough clerk’s office.
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School Tax Voting
In Garwood, 338 of the borough’s

2,545 registered voters (13.3 percent)
turned out, and the school tax of
$6,588,420 was approved by a vote
of 174 to 135. This will raise taxes in
the borough by $126 on a home as-
sessed at $100,000. The tax levy will
fund an $8,256,284 spending plan.

Two candidates running unopposed
for three open seats were elected to
the local school board. Incumbent
Christine Guerriero received 177
votes, while former board member
Linda Koenig garnered 143 votes.

According to unofficial results pro-
vided by the borough clerk’s office,
write-in candidate Karen Rusin de-
feated fellow write-in candidate
Debbie Courtney, a former school
board member, by a margin of 154 to
108, to take the third vacant seat.
Borough clerk Christina Ariemma
noted that the Union County Clerk’s
Office will officially examine the
write-in votes to determine if they are
viable.

Mountainside voters approved a
school tax levy of $12.2 million by a
tally of 528 to 302, to fund the total
school expenditure of $15,865,990
for next year. The school tax will

that would total $140,000. The areas
included operating expenses in legal
services, engineering, police, streets
and roads, parks and recreation, the
municipal court, and some cutbacks
in salaries and wages in police, streets
and roads, and parks and recreation.
Mayor Marks asked Mr. Atkins to
evaluate Mrs. Malool’s proposals be-
fore the council takes further action
on those cuts.

Democratic Councilman Kevin
Glover noted that the mayor, last
month, had asked Mr. Atkins to meet
with township department heads to
discuss how appropriations this year
could be cut 5 to 10 percent. He then
asked Mr. Atkins if there was the
possibility that the township man-
ager could propose cuts of 2 percent
from appropriations that are deemed
to be discretionary, a level he esti-
mated at about $8 million, or about
30 percent of the total budget. Mrs.
Malool said that identifying areas to
cut “is our job” as council members.

When the mayor asked if any other
council members had “specific rec-
ommendations” for spending cuts,
Mr. Glover complained about the way
Mr. Atkins presented various line
items in his original spending pro-
posal. He said some of the figures
needed to be “unbundled” in order to
identify specific items within those
larger figures.  When the mayor again
asked Mr. Glover if he had any “spe-
cific” reductions in mind, Mr. Glover

increase by $156 on a home assessed
at $162,700.

Mary Beth Schaumberg, vice presi-
dent of the Mountainside BOE, said
she was “thrilled” that the budget
“passed by a big margin and that the
town supports the schools.”

In the race for school board seats,
Carolyn Williams, 506, and part-time
special-education teacher Cathy
Jakositz, 440, won the two open BOE
seats. Lauren Emblad, the daughter
of board member Carmen Venes, came
in third with 402 tallies. Incumbents
John Perrin, BOE president, and Scot
Worswick did not seek re-election.
Turnout for the race was 19 percent
out of 4,615 registered voters.

“I am very humbled and honored to
be elected to the position,” Ms. Will-
iams said. “I thank my committee and
the community for their support and
look forward to getting to work.” Ms.
Williams, who is the current
Mountainside PTA President, said she
would “endeavor to rise to any chal-
lenges” as a new board member and
would “keep the town’s interest in
mind.”

Raynor Denitzio and Larissa Curlik
contributed to this story.
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BOE Union
Contract

via a six-tiered flat rate formula.
The formula stipulates that com-

mercial properties valued up to
$100,000 would pay an annual as-
sessment of $250; properties between
$100,001 and $200,000 would pay
$550; those valued between $200,001
and $300,000 would pay $800; prop-
erties between $300,001 and
$750,000 would pay $1,250; those
valued between $750,001 and $2
million would pay $1,500; and prop-
erties valued above $2 million would
pay $2,000.

The initial operating budget will
likely be larger than what was antici-
pated four years ago due to the addi-
tional businesses along Route 22 be-
ing included in this year’s SID ordi-
nance.

There remained a good deal of skep-
ticism among the half dozen attend-
ees who spoke at this week’s meet-
ing.

Attorney John Appezzato, saying
that the township government “has
not done a thing” for the downtown,
asked why all the costs of financing a
SID were being placed on commer-
cial property owners.

Mrs. Malool said residents were
not being asked to finance a SID
because downtown businesses would
“benefit the most” from it. She reas-
sured that all residences, including
those located within the SID, would
not be subjected to charges.

Another property owner com-
plained that it was “not fair to give an
assessment without our consent.”
Others warned of vacancies if the

said he was being “denied an oppor-
tunity” to see what was in particular
line items in Mr. Atkins’ spending
proposal.

“I think I got the answer to my
question,” the mayor said before ad-
journing the meeting so the council
could go into closed session.

In the hallway afterwards, Mr.
Glover and Mrs. Malool, who will
oppose each other in this fall’s may-
oral election, spoke with local report-
ers.

“In the spirit of cooperation,” Mr.
Glover said, “let’s understand what’s
in the numbers.”

Mrs. Malool, in her sixth year on
the council, told Mr. Glover she had
been able to find specific areas where
spending could be pared back and
repeated her earlier statement that it
was the council’s job “to find cuts.”
She told Mr. Glover “the longer you’re
on the council, the more understand-
able” the budget process becomes.

When Mr. Glover said he already
had a good understanding of the budget
process, Mrs. Malool countered that
the municipal budget process is differ-
ent from that of the private sector.

Mr. Glover told reporters “knowl-
edge is power” and said that with
more complete information, it should
be possible to find ways to cut 2
percent from the budget. He asserted
that the kind of information he seeks
“has not been afforded to me or to the
citizens of Scotch Plains.”

SID ordinance was enacted.
Mr. McManimon said business and

property owners need to ask whether
there is a better way to improve the
downtown than waiting for the local
government to directly do something.

“If [owners conclude that] every-
thing is fine” with the downtown,
then you don’t need to do anything,”
he said. However, “if everything is
not fine,” then a SID is an option to
consider, he added.

Mr. McManimon presented a more
complex assessment formula, which
would work in concert with the six-
tiered formula agreed to four years
ago. Assessments for capital improve-
ment projects would be based on the
benefits derived by property owners.

For example, new sidewalks on
Park Avenue could be seen as not
providing a direct benefit to busi-
nesses on Terrill Road, thus possibly
affecting assessment levels for those
properties.

Assessments for a SID’s opera-
tional expenses, such as the manager’s
salary and general promotions, would
not be subject to a determination of
whether benefits would be evenly
shared by all properties.

Mr. McManimon said an assess-
ment committee within the SID could
be formed to evaluate individual im-
provement projects and how those
projects would benefit various prop-
erties.

Mrs. Malool said a date for a sec-
ond meeting will likely be announced
at the township council’s meeting next
Tuesday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
Special Improvement District

Advisory Board.
Mr. LoForte has served Kenilworth

as recreation commission chairman,
emergency management coordinator,
planning board member and spent two
terms as a borough councilman. He is
a member of the Kenilworth GOP.

Ms. Abram resides in Springfield
for the past four years. She is a gradu-
ate of Northeastern University, with a
bachelor’s degree in political science/
law and public policy.

The RVSA, headed by executive
director Michael Brinker, Jr., is an
autonomous agency that owns and
operates a trunk sewer system and a
wastewater treatment facility in
Rahway. The RVSA serves member
municipalities of Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield and
Woodbridge, and user towns of
Winfield Park, portions of Fanwood
and Linden.

Commissioners serve a staggered
five-year term, and the chairmanship
and vice-chairmanship of the RVSA
rotate annually.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RVSA

Newark Ex-mayor Sharpe
James Convicted of Fraud
At press time Wednesday, a federal

jury convicted former Newark Mayor
Sharpe James of fraud for conspiring
to rig the sale of nine city lots to his
mistress, who quickly resold them
for hundreds of thousands of dollars
in profit. James' co-defendant and
former girlfriend, Tamika Riley, was
also found guilty on all counts. They
face between four- and seven-year
prison terms. Both remain free on
bail until sentencing, which was set
for July 29 at 10 a.m.
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Freeholders Okay Changes
In Union County Divisions

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders took
action, Thursday, to officially create
a separate department of corrections,
whose director will report directly to
the county manager and the freehold-
ers.

Deputy County Manager Elizabeth
Genievich, filling in for County Man-
ager George Devanney, said the ordi-
nance divides the bureau of motor
vehicles into two divisions.

The division of motor vehicles will
fall under the department of adminis-
trative services, while the new bureau
of heavy equipment and truck repair
will be located within the department
of engineering, public works and fa-
cilities.

She said the county’s larger ve-
hicles are serviced at the county facil-
ity in Scotch Plains, while the smaller
vehicles, such as county police cars,
are repaired at the county’s garage in
Elizabeth.

The ordinance also formalizes the
name change from the department of
engineering and public works to the
department of engineering, public
works and facilities, the latter of which
had been included within the parks
and recreation.

Brian Riordan, who previously
was a warden with the New York
City Department of Corrections, was
hired after the December escape of
two prisoners from the Union County
jail.

In a letter to the freeholders in his
January executive budget, Mr.
Devanney recommended creating a
separate corrections department.

“Given the complex issues that in-
clude overtime, physical structure and
manpower that have historically
plagued the facility, it is my belief
that the jail director should have the
same access and accountability to the
county manager’s office and the free-
holder board as a department direc-
tor. This will serve to simplify the
chain of command for clearer com-
munication, provide better oversight
and response to all situations,” Mr.
Devanney said.

In an unrelated matter, the board
approved a resolution authorizing the
county to make a $600,000 payment
to Trinitas Hospital to cover bills for
the “mandatory care and treatment of
Union County inmates.”

Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said the money would cover
the bills for six inmates who had
preexisting health conditions when
they were incarcerated.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion that stated the board’s “adamant
opposition” to plans to close
Muhlenberg Medical Center in
Plainfield. The resolution states that
the closing of the 396-bed facility
will “put an even greater strain on the

operating community care hospitals
in the area.” The hospital plans to shut
down within six months.

In other business, county residents
continued to speak out against higher
golf fees, which the board has im-
posed, and the overall decline in rev-
enues from the three county-owned
public courses.

Lavinia Ruby of Cranford, who
heads the Galloping Hill Woman’s
Golf Club Association, said the new
rates approved by the board are “very
high” for non-Union County resi-
dents. She said other counties have
seen a “loss of revenue because the
cost [to golf] went up,” which re-
sulted in less rounds played by golf-
ers.

She said she fears Union County
will lose golfers to Middlesex County,
which has lower fees.

“I think that is a shame,” she said.
In response, Freeholder Chairman

Angel Estrada said it is not the
county’s position to “make money on
our golf courses” but that the county
wants the golf facilities to be “cost-
effective.”

He said looking to attract out-of-
county residents is a “mixed bag” in
that not all county golfers want more
people coming in from outside Union
County. He said if the county could
generate an 8- to 10-percent increase
in golfers, “we wouldn’t be having
this discussion.”

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son suggested that the county con-
sider shutting one of the courses,
noting that in private industry, cor-
porations shut plants that are losing
money.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said
county officials have been meeting
with golf professionals at the courses
to look at their long-term suggestions
to generate more golfers and increase
revenue.

“Our problem isn’t on weekends.
We’re booked solid,” he said. “The
problem is Monday through Fri-
day.”

Also, during the public portion of
the meeting, Joe Doherty of Eliza-
beth said the county’s law enforce-
ment agencies should address what
he perceived as an “illegal-immigra-
tion problem” in the county. He said
“hordes of soccer players” have
“abused” Warinanco Park by “stomp-
ing” on the grounds. He also accused
illegal immigrants of turning Eliza-
beth into “a shabby, shady and trashy
environment.”

Freeholder Chester Holmes said
Mr. Doherty “offended” many county
residents with his remarks. Other free-
holders echoed his sentiments.

Mr. Estrada said the federal gov-
ernment has “failed” by not securing
the nation’s borders. He said many
people “who have been here for years”
are being deported, leaving their fami-
lies behind.

Bollwage Faces Challenge
In Bid for Fifth Term

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
has filed for a fifth term. He will face
a June Primary challenge from Ed-
ward Koon, a juvenile detention of-
ficer at the Union County Juvenile
Detention Center. Running with him
for city council seats are current Eliza-
beth Board of Education President
Armando Da Silva, Samuel Rodriguez
and George O’Grady, the latter of
whom ran for county freeholder last
year on the Independent line with
former Freeholder Adrian Mapp, and
three freeholder candidates.

Zimmer Replaces Unanue
In GOP Race for U.S. Senate
Former Rep. Richard Zimmer has

replaced Goya Foods executive Andy
Unanue in the Primary Election race
against State Senator Joe Pennacchio
(LD-26, Morris Plains) and Ramapo
Professor Murray Sabrin of Fort Lee,
politickernj.com has reported.

Mr. Unanue officially dropped out on
Friday and endorsed Mr. Zimmer, a
lawyer and lobbyist in Washington, D.C.,
with residency in Hunterdon County.

A representative for Mr.
Pennacchio, a state senator and
Republican U.S. Senate candidate,
has said the campaign might challenge
Mr. Zimmer’s candidacy, saying Mr.
Unanue had no intention of running
in the first place.

Mr. Zimmer, who served three
terms as the representative for the
12th Congressional District, lost a
bid for U.S. Senate in 1996 to Robert
Torricelli. Mr. Zimmer lost an effort
to reclaim his House seat in 2000 to
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) after defeat-
ing former Rep. Mike Pappas in the
GOP Primary.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) declined to run even
after “key party leaders” asked him to
enter the race, according to

politickernj.com. He instead said he
wants to focus on his duties as Senate
minority leader.
Senate Passes Family Leave Bill
After Chamber Opposes Plan
The State Senate, last Monday,

passed the family leave bill, which, if
signed by the Governor Jon Corzine,
would allow workers to take up to six
weeks off to care for a newborn, newly
adopted child or a sick parent, spouse
or child, The Star-Ledger reported.
Workers would receive two-thirds of
their salary with a maximum of $524
per week.

The program would be funded
through a mandatory employee pay-
roll tax, estimated at $33 a year. Until
revenue is generated, the state could
borrow $25 million for start-up costs
and benefits.

The assembly passed the bill in
March by a tally of 46 to 30 and two
abstentions. The state’s chamber of
commerce and New Jersey Associa-
tion of Counties (NJJAC) have both
opposed the legislation.

NJJAC said the law would “cost mil-
lions and disrupt operations,” hike over-
time costs and result in the hiring of
temporary workers. Governor Corzine
has praised the passage of the bill.
McCain Erases 10-point Obama

Lead, New AP-Ipso Poll Says
Republican Senator John McCain

has erased a 10-point Associated
Press-Ipso poll lead Democratic Sena-
tor Barack Obama had on him in a
head-to-head match up, The Record
reported. While Senator Hillary
Clinton, a Democrat, has a three-
point lead on Mr. McCain, the margin
of error puts a potential Clinton-
McCain race at a dead heat.
Corzine Gave $853,000 to Dems,
Including $37,000 to UC Party
Governor Jon Corzine donated

$853,000 in 2007 to Democrats,  includ-
ing $37,000 to the Union County party.
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By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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TAKING FLIGHT…Falconer Jennifer Pena (pictured with a saker falcon), from
Flight of the Raptor, will present a look into the lives of birds of prey during Union
County’s 18th Annual Wildlife Sunday at Trailside Nature and Science Center on
April 20 from noon to 5 p.m.

Whitman Tops $440,000
In Dist 7 War Chest

Kate Whitman, a Republican candi-
date for Congress in the 7th District, has
announced that she has raised more than
$440,000 from more than 700 individual
contributors thus far. She had amassed
$300,000 by the end of the first quarter.

While she said most of her Republi-
can opponents in the 7th District did not
file Federal Election Commission re-
ports for the last quarter of 2007, Ms.
Whitman reported raising more than
$200,535.

“I am working hard to earn the vote
and confidence of the taxpayers in the
7th District,” she said.

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union has announced it will again en-
list county residents in the annual battle
against the mosquito population. The
county has multiple programs to man-
age mosquitoes, and residents are be-
ing asked to join the fight. There are
about 20 different species of mosqui-
toes in Union County. Included in this
group is the Asian tiger mosquito.

The Asian tiger mosquito (or forest
day mosquito) is, for the most part, an
urban nuisance. Its black and white
striped legs, and small black and white
body characterize it. This species flies
in swarms, strikes both day and night,
and traditionally takes residence in
urban areas. It finds small amounts of
water and containers particularly
appealing for breeding and is difficult
to eradicate.

The Union County Bureau of Mos-
quito Control conducts surveillance
from March to November, seeking out
potential breeding spots. Once the warm
weather sets in, urban backyards, sub-
urban neighborhoods, nature refuges
and industrial areas can all provide
breeding grounds.

Overlooked problem areas such as
back yard swimming pools and pool
covers should be checked regularly.
Other problem areas include chronic
ponding in yards and in wooded areas.
Discarded tires and plastic buckets also
provide some of the most ideal breed-
ing spots.

In all species of mosquito, the female
needs a miniscule amount of standing
water in which to breed. The eggs hatch
into larvae, which develop into mos-
quitoes in about two weeks.

Residents can significantly reduce
the mosquito population if they:

Clean and chlorinated swimming
pools, and remove water that collects
on pool covers; dispose of cans and
plastic containers, and turn over empty
flower pots, toys, and any object that
can hold even small amounts of water;

Spring Begins Annual Battle
Against Mosquitoes in UC

remove old tires, a favorite breeding
place for mosquitoes; keep tight lids
tight on trashcans and recycling con-
tainers and drill holes in the bottom, or
store in an enclosed space; clean roof
gutters regularly; empty out plastic
wading pools at least every three days;
turn over wheelbarrows; change water
in birdbaths every three days; when
landscaping, fill in low areas where
water collects; and  drain and clean out
grills and grill covers.

If ornamental ponds and fountains
are in use, ensure that the water is
constantly circulating. Also stock the
pond with larvae-eating fish such as
minnows, goldfish and mosquito fish.

The bureau also collects mosquitoes
from 30 New Jersey light traps through-
out Union County, allowing the bureau
to identify places where mosquitoes
are breeding rapidly and target them for
larviciding. Samples from the traps are
sent to a state laboratory and checked
for disease.

Union County residents are asked to
call the Bureau of Mosquito Control at
(908) 654-9834 to report possible mos-
quito breeding areas in their communi-
ties. Residents can receive a free in-
spection from the bureau.

How Do You Get The Sleep You Deserve?

The  Natural Latex Mattress Collection

Experience NIRVANA...

A good nights sleep is not a luxury, it is essential to your well being

The Difference is LATEX – The Nirvana latex mattress collection.

EXCLUSIVELY MADE BY

www.mattressfac.com

35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ

319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

908- 322-4178

Our Latex mattress  provides you with up to 33% more pressure

relief than conventional or memory foam bedding. Cradling all

body types with superior support.

A surface that is Hypo-Allergenic, environmentally friendly.

A breathable mattress that dispenses body heat ~ you sleep cooler.

Our Nirvana collection is the highest quality & quantity of latex.

No turning or flipping.
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Stender Launches New
Congressional Website

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Linda Stender, a state assembly-
woman and Democratic candidate for
Congress in the 7th District, has an-
nounced the launching of
LindaStenderforCongress.com, a new
campaign website.

“I’m running for Congress to fight
for real change and get our country
back on track and moving in the right
direction,” Ms. Stender said. “We’re
running a real grassroots campaign,
and this website is yet another way
for voters to get involved and help
bring the change we need.”

The website will be kept up-to-
date with the latest news from the
campaign trail. It has many new and
innovative features, including an
“online fundraising committee”
where supporters can create their own
personalized fundraising pages and
track progress toward their goal in
real-time.

The website will allow visitors to
tell family, friends and neighbors

about the campaign; volunteer with
the campaign through phonebanks,
canvasses, and a host of other activi-
ties; make a secure financial contri-
bution by credit card; and connect
with other supporters via social net-
working tools such as Facebook,
YouTube and Flickr.

Throughout the campaign and over
the coming months, the websitewill
continue to expand as the campaign
grows.

“I invite voters to join our online
community and learn more about our
campaign for change,” Ms. Stender
said.

“In Congress, I’ll fight to create
more good-paying jobs and jump start
our economy, bring our troops home
from Iraq and demand timetables for
withdrawal within a year; provide
every American access to quality, af-
fordable healthcare; and develop a
national energy policy that ends our
dependence on foreign oil.”

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
a Republican candidate for Congress
in the 7th District, has announced that
he is challenging all Republican can-
didates to a series of candidate de-
bates. The challenge calls for four
candidate debates with Union,
Hunterdon, Middlesex and Somerset
counties hosting one debate each.

“With less than two months re-
maining until the primary, I believe it
is imperative for the voters of the 7th
District to see their Republican can-
didates for U.S Congress together,
discussing the important issues that
working families face each day,” Mr.
Marks said.

The content of the invitation, which
was sent to all the declared Republi-
can candidates, is below.

“The primary election this June
will be a defining moment for the
citizens of the 7th District and, indeed,
for the State of New Jersey. As I travel
across the district, I continue to find
many citizens who are interested in
the positions that distinguish you and
me in this campaign.

“I believe the people of the 7th
District deserve to have the
opportunity to hear, in a public debate,
our positions on the critical issues
and what our vision is for the district,

Marks Challenges Other
GOP Candidates to Debates

the state, and our nation. I would
invite you to participate, as well as
the other Republican candidates, with
me in four such public discussions
over the next two months. I would
propose that the debates be held in
each of the four counties of the district
and be structured to cover specific
areas of policy and concern. This will
allow the largest number of citizens
to benefit from the debates, while
illuminating our positions on a broad
spectrum of issues.

“We can finalize dates, locations
and topics after your acceptance of
my offer.

“I believe the people of the 7th
District are interested in this idea and
deserve to hear from us in an
environment free of meaningless
campaign rhetoric,” according to the
iniviation statement.

“The history of our election process
in the 7th District shows us that debates
have been a vital part of educating the
voters to the issues and the stand of the
candidates on those issues. These de-
bates that I am proposing will help the
voters to get to really know the candi-
dates. I hope that each of the candidates
will accept this challenge and work
with my campaign to make these de-
bates a reality,” Mr. Marks concluded.

Hatfield: D.C. Dems Have
Damaged U.S. Credibility

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

“Washington Democrats, under the
leadership of House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, are putting politics above the
needs and security of Americans,”
said Kelly Hatfield, a candidate for
New Jersey’s 7th District.

“When they had the perfect oppor-
tunity to give a much-needed boost to
our economy, which would have cre-
ated jobs for Americans, House
Democrats shirked that responsibil-
ity and instead took a partisan path.”

Referring to action taken by the
House not to “fast track” the
Columbian Free Trade Agreement,
Ms. Hatfield pointed to the fact that
by delaying action at this time means
that the agreement could be sidelined
until after the next election.

“It is no secret that the two finalists
in the Democratic Presidential Pri-
mary are in opposition to the agree-
ment, and recently, Senator Clinton’s
chief campaign strategist resigned his
post when it was revealed that he had
a side job working for the passage of
the very agreement that Clinton says
she is against,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“However, Clinton’s husband, the
former President, has pushed for pas-
sage of the deal and, in 2005, was paid
$800,000 by a Columbian-based orga-
nization to give four speeches through-
out Latin America; the group touts busi-

ness opportunities in Columbia. Also in
2007, Bill Clinton met with, and ac-
cepted an award from, Columbia’s
President and has even urged congress
to view Columbia in a favorable light.
The Clinton camp has made light of the
situation and has gone as far as to say
that all married couples have their dis-
agreements from time to time,” accord-
ing to her press release.

 “Currently, over 90 percent of im-
ports from Columbia enter the United
States duty-free, enabling them to
come into the U.S. marketplace com-
petitively priced,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“Allowing our businesses, agricul-
tural, manufacturing and service sec-
tors to export into this marketplace
duty-free can only increase their prof-
its, allowing them to expand and cre-
ate badly needed new jobs here in the
U.S.,” she explained.

 “American-made products are in
demand around the globe, and it is
obvious that our economy would cer-
tainly benefit from these agreements.
This situation is a national embar-
rassment,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“Not only have the Washington
Democrats put road blocks in the path
to our workers financial stability, they
have also undermined our national
security and our relations with an im-
portant ally,” Ms. Hatfield said.

Proctor Earns Degree
In Homeland Security

ELIZABETH – Union County
Freeholder Rick Proctor has com-
pleted a Master of Arts Degree in
Homeland Security Studies at the
Naval Postgraduate School’s Cen-
ter for Homeland Defense and Se-
curity.

He was among 30 applicants se-
lected for the program in a field of
200, and he was the first seated elected
official to be admitted.

“Freeholder Proctor’s extensive
experience has been a valuable re-
source as Union County plans and
prepares for large-scale emergencies,
and his studies at the Naval Post-
graduate School have added to his
already considerable knowledge of
public health and disaster planning,”
Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said.

 “With Union County’s high popu-
lation density, global transportation
network and numerous chemical fa-
cilities, emergency preparedness is a
top priority.”

Mr. Proctor, a lifelong resident
of Rahway, has served on the free-
holder board since 2002. He is
health officer to many Union
County municipalities, including
Scotch Plains.

Mr. Proctor’s public health experi-
ence includes membership in the New

Jersey Department of Health’s Public
Health Preparedness and Response
to Bioterrorism Task Force, the Union
County Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Advisory Board and the City of
Rahway Local Emergency Manage-
ment Council. He has published ar-
ticles on terrorism and weapons of
mass destruction.

“My goal has been to integrate
public health with the policies,
strategies and organization in-
volved in planning for major emer-
gencies, including terrorism and
weapons of mass destruction,” Mr.
Proctor said.

The subject of the freeholder’s the-
sis was the importance of conducting
disaster consequence assessments as
part of a regional risk-management
strategy.The Naval Postgraduate
School is located in California. The
18-month Master of Arts Degree in
Homeland Security is earned through
a combination of on-site and distance
coursework.

The mission of the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security is
to provide civilian and military offi-
cials with stronger anti-terrorism
experience, both on a theoretical and
practical level, and to strengthen col-
laboration between government
agencies.

Nationally-designated Primary Stroke Centers — 
Morristown Memorial Hospital and Overlook Hospital.
How quickly and effectively you’re treated after a stroke is critical.  Our New Jersey

designated Comprehensive Stroke Centers have been recognized for excellence by

the American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association. 

As leaders in stroke care, we are the first hospitals in the state using  The Penumbra

SystemTM, and among the few using the Merci®Retriever — minimally invasive tools

offering more options to our patients, maximizing recoveries.  

When a stroke occurs, our highly-trained stroke teams are here to treat it as

quickly as possible.  

For a referral to a neurologist, call 866-581-4630. For more information or to sign 

up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

With a stroke, speed is everything.

PEDAL FOR A PURPOSE…Westfield Cooperative Nursery School students
from Angela Murphy’s 3-year old, Diane Young’s 4-year old and Cindy Babetski’s
4-year old classes recently participated in their annual Trike-A-Thon to raise
money for St. Jude’s Research Hospital and The Muscular Dystrophy Association
(MDA). The students pedaled to raise money for St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospitals — a national charity started by Danny Thomas. Patricia Michaels, a
teacher at the school, pictured with the students, presented the program.

Lance to Respond to Whitman
Accusation of ‘Pay-to-Play’

AREA – At 2:30 p.m. Wednesday,
following press deadline, Republi-
can 7th Congressional District candi-
date Leonard Lance was scheduled to
hold a press conference at the
Somerset County Courthouse.

In a media advisory, the campaign
said the “important” press confer-
ence regarded his campaign for Con-
gress  and that state, county and local
elected officials, including members
of the members of the delegations
from  legislaive  districts 16 and 21,
would attend.

Rumored reports said that Mr.
Lance, a state senator from Hunterdon
County, was to condemn fellow GOP
candidate Kate Whitman for what he

perceived as “negative campaigning.”
They are among seven candidates

seeking the GOP nomination to re-
place Rep. Mike Ferguson (LD-7, New
Providence), who is not seeking re-
election. The winner will face Demo-
crat Linda Stender of Fanwood, a state
assemblywoman, in November.

Meanwhile, Ms. Whitman sched-
uled a 11:15 a.m. press conference in
Trenton yesterday to discuss what she
said in a press advisory was Mr. Lance’s
“serious breach of ethics and his em-
bracing ‘pay-to-play’ money in Tren-
ton as a means of soliciting thousands
of dollars of political contributions
from individuals who are lobbyists
and or state contract holders.”
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chyme – Partly digested food
2. Spoffle – To worry about small

things or trifles
3. Liphaemia – Blood deficiency
4. Manavelins – Leftovers; odds and

ends

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAPOROUS
1. Of or having taste or flavor
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Tenative; timid
4. Porous; leaky

PLANCHET
1. A parasitic worm such as the tape-

worm
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. A flat piece of metal ready to be

stamped as a coin
4. A small European hawk

SOLDAN
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negli-

gee
2. A sultan or any Moslem ruler or

prince
3. Utter dismay; astonishment
4. A narrow pathway; a foot path

ANTHROPOPHAGY
1. Memory loss; amnesia
2. Arthritis of the pelvis and lumbar

vertebrae
3. Cannibalism
4. A process of cleansing the body;

fasting

SP-F Scholarship Pres.
Thanks Students, Town

The 41st annual Dollars For Students
Drive was conducted over the weekend of
April 5 and 6 by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, which is celebrat-
ing it’s 42nd anniversary of service to the
young people of our two communities. We
express our appreciation to the students
who participated and to the generous citi-
zens of Fanwood and Scotch Plains who
made their efforts a successful venture.

The monies collected will be presented
as scholarships to graduating Scotcn
Plains-Fanwood High School students at
the annual awards night  on May 21, and
to college students on June 13 at our
awards reception at the Forest Road Park
Community Center.

Since its inception, the foundation, has
assisted students with scholarships total-
ling $1,639,730. This year, we have re-
ceived 140 applications for assistance,
with 28 submitted by college students.
We also assist 15 additional Rotary Garbe
four-year recipients. Our Dollars for Stu-
dents money, as well as that from the 24
additional funds which we maintain and
21 pass-through funds which we admin-
ister, total $151,000 this year.

Thank you to all for showing the young
people of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that
you value them and their education. If
you were not at home when our students
stopped by, or if you did not receive a
request through the mail but would like to
support our efforts, please send your con-
tribution in care of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, P.O.
Box 123, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

The public is cordially invited to attend
the annual meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, which
will be held on June 13, following our
scholarship reception at the Forest Road
Park Community Center.

Ellie Kramps, President
SPFd Scholarship Foundation

Shouldn’t Public Teachers Pay Part
Of Health Care to Level Playing Field?

Response to Editorial: ‘Without
Attorneys, There Can Be No Justice’

Freeholders Must Address Illegal
Immigration Issue in County

Donations Sought for
Annual WF Food Drive

On May, the Westfield Post Office will
sponsor the Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive. Each year the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers not only deliver the
mail on this day but collect bags of food
from each household in Westfield. All the
food collected is delivered to the Westfield
Food Pantry, which provides emergency
food to residents of Westfield and Union
County.

Their hard work provides about 20,000
pounds of food each year. It is one of the
largest food drives for the Westfield Food
Pantry, which has been servicing approxi-
mately 250 people each month for the
past 27 years with emergency groceries.
The pantry is staffed by volunteers and
operates five days a week, 52 weeks a
year.

To insure a successful drive, we hope
the residents of Westfield can provide the
pantry with much needed items – cereal,
pancake mix, shelf milk, syrup, soup,
shampoo, soap and any other household
staples. If anyone is interested in volun-
teering to help sort the food or see the
food pantry and understand just how im-
portant it is to the community, please join
the volunteers on Saturday, May 10 any-
time after 1 pm at 336 First Street,
Westfield (in the Holy Trinity School
building).

Rosemarie O’Hare
Director, Westfield Food Pantry

I was insulted by your intemperate
attacks on lawyers and the legal system in
your “Getting the Thugs Off the Streets”
editorial. While most people, including
lawyers, would prefer to live in a more
civil society, it is the attorneys of this
country who, in the end, will enable this
goal to be met.

Without attorneys, there can be no jus-
tice, only the naked exercise of state power.
While you seem to support prosecutors,
who, by the way, happen to be lawyers,
you decry defense counsel and the fact
that lawyers get paid. How bizarre. Should
the day come when the government comes
for you, let’s see if you don’t think your
lawyer deserves to be paid. And, by the
way, all those “technicalities” that add up
to getting a fair trial, might then also seem
pretty important to you.

Unfortunately, we now live in a society
where the government sometimes may
hold people without trial, deny the incar-
cerated access to an attorney, conduct a
secret trial and may enter our homes and
businesses or listen in to our telephone
conversations without a warrant signed
by a judge. It is the law, the legal profes-
sion and our system of justice, which does
not depend solely on whether one has a

“few hundred thousand dollars for a
snappy lawyer,” that constitutes our great-
est protection for allowing us to freely
walk the streets.

I don’t practice criminal law and
wouldn’t want to. But the average young
person I interview to hire at my law firm
has spent $150,000 for a legal education
on top of what college cost. Lawyers
deserve to be paid and to be paid well.
Most lawyers don’t earn what they should,
given the skills and abilities that are re-
quired and the time, energy, education
and experience needed to effectively rep-
resent the interests of a client.

In the end, if we wind up with a society
that doesn’t allow us to freely walk the
streets, it may be due, in part, to our
failure to better compensate attorneys. It
may also be due, in part, to unfortunate
public displays of contempt for attorneys
and our legal system. Lawyers deserve to
be publicly lauded, not denigrated. So,
repeat after me, “If it’s good for lawyers,
it’s good for America. If it’s good for
lawyers, it’s good for America.” Now,
don’t you feel better?

Larry Cary
Westfield

On April 10, I appeared before the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders to express my opinion on the
subject of Union County Government
and its lack of involvement in the illegal
immigration crisis. Unfortunately, I was
not able to deliver the entire text of my
prepared statement, as the board chair-
man claimed I had exhausted my five
minutes of “public comment” time. The
following is the thrust of my remarks:

As a concerned citizen, I would like to
know what this board, the prosecutor’s
office, the sheriff’s department and the
county police are doing to address the
illegal alien crisis that is impacting the
quality-of-life in this city (Elizabeth),
county, state and nation. Allow me to
answer my own inquiry – little, if any-
thing, and not enough. It is a well-known
fact that this issue has reached the critical
stage and the majority of American citi-
zens want a comprehensive immigration
reform initiative that includes border se-
curity, no amnesty and an aggressive cam-
paign against the illegal interlopers who
plot, plan, scheme and scam their way
into this country, using forged documents
and stealing the identities of American
citizens in the process.

The smuggling of people, weapons and
drugs into America has reached epidemic
proportions. The violence associated with
such activity is staggering. Murderous
cross-border drug wars have engulfed
once-peaceful sleepy towns, turning them
into killing fields and are spreading
throughout the land at an alarming rate.
While the local scene in Union County
has yet to rise to the level of murder and
mayhem I just described, it has the poten-
tial to do so, as we are plagued with gang
and drug-related violence on an almost
daily basis.

Take Elizabeth, it is a prime example
of a dying city that, despite the political
propaganda spouted by its defenders to

the contrary, has been transformed from
a once-upon-a-time typical American city
into a seedy, shabby, trashy environment,
thanks in part to the scourge of illegal
immigration. Let us not, however, ignore
the generous contributions of that certain
homegrown element amongst us who also
bear a huge responsibility for this dis-
graceful destruction and downfall of a
once-clean and wholesome city.

Let me cite just one local example of
the negativity involved as it pertains to
the abuse of county property. Warinanco
Park, a taxpayer-funded facility, is being
transformed from a reasonably well-main-
tained facility into an abused stomping
ground by hordes of soccer players, many
of whom are, I suspect, much like the
congregating day laborers we see and
hear so much about, of questionable legal
residency. On any given weekend hun-
dreds running, romping, stomping and
scampering feet scar the landscape, lay-
ing waste to everything in their path.
They pick their spots, set up shop and
proceed to destroy public property with
impunity, content in the knowledge that
they will not be challenged by any au-
thority. In short, they come, they see, they
conquer.

Once pleasant and serene fields of
green are now “brown and bald” as a
result of this relentless onslaught. Hast-
ily constructed goal posts dot the land-
scape, cutting across the domain of once-
manicured baseball fields, resulting in a
sloppy, shabby, ghetto-like atmosphere.
Allowing such conditions to take root,
flourish and become accepted routine is
just another example of the lunacy that
reigns supreme in our politically-correct
“New America,” where illegal alien in-
vaders are treated with a “do not disturb”
attitude by public officials and law en-
forcement agencies, who, by their fail-
ure to act for the common good, are
granting rights and privileges to foreign
nationals that are generally reserved for
American citizens.

Such outrageous conduct poses a po-
tential threat to our national security,
while assaulting our sovereignty, ignor-
ing the rule of law and abusing the Ameri-
can values of honesty and fair play. By
not acting, the peoples’ elected represen-
tatives, along with bureaucratic civil ser-
vants and “selective” law enforcement
officials, are lending credence and legiti-
macy to the presence of foreign feet on
American soil. The day I saw a county
police officer standing on the sidelines
watching a soccer game with his hands in
his pockets and cheering, while a cast of
questionable characters ran circles around
him, I knew we had gone from the ridicu-
lous to the sublime on the illegal immi-
gration issue.

It is time for the mute and mummy-
like amongst us to rise up and demand
action on this issue. It is time to cast off
the yoke of political-correctness, servi-
tude and repression and put a stop to this
foreign free-for-all. Do not allow the
white flag of surrender to be raised over
Warinanco Park or any other part of
Union County. Stop embracing a sanc-
tuary-like philosophy. Help enforce im-
migration laws.

I still believe that politicians are elected
by the citizenry to represent the people
and conduct the peoples’ business in a
manner consistent with the wishes and
best interest of their constituents, and that
discharging those responsibilities in an
honest, forthright manner is paramount,
and must trump all other conditions and
influences that might bring pressure to
bear to do otherwise.

If this board spent just a fraction of the
time on the illegal immigration issue as
they do on figuring out ways to raise
taxes, Union County might be a better
place.

Joseph Doherty
Elizabeth

I have lived in Westfield for almost 44
years. My wife and I raised four children,
all going to our public schools. The re-
sults were very gratifying because the
schools provided them excellent access
to higher education.

When we first moved here, there was a
disparate gap between what teachers were
earning and what the average Westfield
taxpayer was in the private sector. Over
the years, I have seen the salaries of
teachers and supervisory personnel greatly
improve so that the big gap no longer
exists. I’m not referring to the super-
successful people in finance and banking,
etc., but the middle executive-level per-
son who doesn’t have the tenure comfort
that people in the education field enjoy.

Given this assumption, I decided to
telephone the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. I asked the person involved in public
information about the health insurance
protection for teachers and supervisory
personnel. I was told that two-thirds pay
nothing for the “point of service” health

insurance plan and that one-third pay
between $600 and $1,000 for the alterna-
tive more comprehensive plan. When I
retired about 12 years ago, I was paying
one-third of my company’s plan with no
cap. I don’t imagine the situation today is
much better for the working person in the
private sector. Even retired people have
to pay $96 monthly for Medicare.

Bearing in mind that I have a grandson
and two grandnephews in the Westfield
public school system, for whom I want
the best that education can offer, could
there be a little give on the part of the
board of education? To be fair, shouldn’t
everyone participate something towards
this vital protection? If we’re looking to
ameliorate the present financial crisis New
Jersey is facing with its $33 billion debt,
their participation, along with all the other
public employee personnel, could help
partially. It will also make the playing
field more level.

Jack Dazzo
Westfield

Winter’s Over: Play Ball!
Kudos to Kids, Coaches, Parents

The legendary sportswriter Red Smith once wrote,
“Ninety feet between bases is perhaps as close as
man has ever come to perfection.” And in a sure sign
that winter is truly over, the boys — and girls — of
summer are back as youth baseball leagues in our
area get underway this month. Opening day parades
and ceremonies were followed by the first cries of
“Batter up!” and that sweet sound of spring, bat
meeting ball.

We’re fortunate to have exceptional leagues around
here that cater to all ages and skill levels — from tee
ball for the young budding ballplayer to games
where you might see the next David Wright or Phil
Hughes. And it’s great to watch our kids play with
passion and a sense of good sportsmanship on fields
that are attractive and well-maintained.

Behind every young baseball player stands dedi-
cated parents and coaches who volunteer their time
and share their enthusiasm for what is still the
national pastime. Many parents who first took their
barely-out-of-diapers toddlers out in the backyard
with an oversized plastic bat and ball now drive those
same kids to and from games, practices and sessions
at local batting cages. Coaches not only teach the

finer points of the game, but also spend time organiz-
ing their teams as best they can while ensuring
everyone gets a chance to play, regardless of ability.

Anyone who has played little league baseball has
surely imagined himself standing on the pitcher’s
mound not at Booth Field, but at Yankee Stadium or
standing at home plate not at Tamaques Park, but at
Shea Stadium or hitting the game-winning homerun
in the World Series. The great thing about baseball is
that anyone — young or old, small or big, tall or
short, fast or slow — can play. Its annual return with
the onset of spring cannot be mere coincidence. As
former NFL coach Sam Rutigliano said, “If God
wanted football played in the spring, he would not
have invented baseball.”

With the 2008 season now underway, we wish all
players, coaches and parents good luck, whether
they’re playing hardball or softball. And we’re al-
ways looking for photographs of tomorrow’s super-
stars, so feel free to e-mail them to us at
sports@goleader.com, and we’ll try to include them
in future issues. Don’t forget to provide caption
information with the five w’s; if you need to know
what that means, ask a Cub Scout.

Citizens Lose with the Losing
Attitude of New Jersey GOP

In the topsy-turvy world of politics, we think
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. made the right decision, last
week, to not seek the office of United Senate Senator
in competition for incumbent Frank Lautenberg’s
seat. Mr. Kean has a chance to make a difference,
although in a minority leadership position at the
state, ...and we hope he does. After all, something
positive needs to happen in Trenton. The task is
enormous. One-party rule has run amock. It’s a train
wreck in Trenton, and the only thing left at this time
is to count the survivors and grieve for the victims.
We hope the public will be part of the survivors.

In the face of calamity, the Trenton leadership
remains blind to the changes needed to right our
ship. Governor Jon Corzine seems steadfast in hold-
ing the line for his state budget although draconian
impacts are appearing on the horizon for local  towns,
particularly Fanwood, Mountainside and perhaps
Garwood. No structural changes are being made to
correct the graft, misuse and abuse, which are rip-
pling down the food chain – affecting business,
schools, municipalities – essentially all elements of
society.

With local officials angry at Trenton for cutting
state aid and with this being an “off year” for state
elections, we are particularly interested in how local
elections will play out. Our eyes will be closing
watching the Scotch Plains mayoral race, where
Democrat Councilman Kevin Glover will face Re-
publican Councilwoman Nancy Malool. What will
either of them have to say?

We don’t think they care in Trenton for anything
other than their own interest and the interests of their
buddies. Seems like we’re in for a long ride, and
nobody’s standing up and saying, “Hell no, I won’t
take it any more.”

In the same token, the morass for the U.S. Senate
seat is becoming more entwined as Rep. Ron Andrews
has his wife running to hold his Congressional seat
while he, and party bosses George Norcross and Ray
Lesniak team up to grab more power. The public can
only lose in this despicable display of politics.

New Jersey has been dysfunctional for some time
in the United States Senate, with the likes of Robert
Torricelli (who resigned in the face of corruption
charges pending) and Harrison Williams, the only
senator in the history of the Senate to go to jail – as
a result of his conviction in the ABSCAM fraud
sting.

There isn’t too much bad to say about the job
Senator Lautenberg has been doing – other than
“what has he been doing?” Nice guy and all. Also, if
reelected, he’ll be 90 at the end of his term. Do we
really need this, and will he befall to be a servant of
the political cronies of this state? – How can the
public survive this dilemma?

The state GOP is struggling to find a legitimate
candidate and seems to be making a joke of the
situation. They are going into this with the attitude of
losers. Maybe this is why they haven’t won a U.S.
Senate seat since 1972.

Can’t any party select a candidate to serve the
people and not have it be about garnering power
and enhancing the exploitation that is already
rampant?

The GOP seems to believe that they can’t win, just
as they seem to believe that they can’t win a Union
County freeholder seat. Even the Democrats in Union
County are so bold and disbelieving that they are
amazed in talking to us, saying, “We can’t believe the
Republicans keep running potatoes.” No disrespect
for the sacrificial lambs that do agree to run – they are
given no support or encouragement – just thrown to
the wolves.

Well, there are going to be winners and losers in
these games. For sure, the public is going to be a
loser, to join the destiny already accepted by the
GOP. Will Mr. Lesniak and Mr. Norcross become the
big winners in this charade? If elected U.S. Senator,
will Rep. Andrews become a puppet? Will his wife,
as the bestowed Congresswoman, have a clue about
the job?

Or will Senator Lautenberg beat them all off the
trail for his last hurrah?

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

Voting Machines
Most Be Corrected

Editor’s Note: The following was sent
to the Westfield mayor and town council.

Following up on my previous reports
to you regarding problems with computer
voting, the Star-Ledger is now reporting
that subpoenas are being issued for the
Sequoia touch-screen voting machines in
New Jersey, including Union County.

As we have come to learn via
“Votescam: The Stealing of America” by
Jim and Ken Collier, these machines were
being introduced during the mid-1960’s.

It’s now 2008 and we face yet another
Presidential election without having had
our past concerns properly addressed,
especially in regard to the results of 2000
and 2004.

This is most certainly an issue, which
needs to be addressed by every elected
official in New Jersey, including our lo-
cal elected representatives.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Letters to the Editor
More letters page 19
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Let us start proving it to you today with these great offers!

*Must visit Fanwood Office for entry form and rules.  Drawing June 30, 2008.  **3.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is a promotional rate that will be guaranteed until 6/30/08.  Minimum opening deposit is $2,500.  Minimum daily balance of $15,000 is required to obtain promotional APY.  If the balance falls below $15,000 the standard tiers and variable rates will apply.
As of 4/1/08 the APY for account balances of $0.01 - $2,499.99 is 0%, account balances of $2,500.00 - $9,999.99 is 0.50% and, account balances of $10,000 - $14,999.99 is 1.50%.  Tiers, rates and APY’s are subject to change without notice.  Accounts with balances that fall below $2,500 will be subject to a $10.00 service charge.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Variable
rate account, interest compounded daily and paid monthly.  Offer valid on new non-business accounts only.  ***Offer applies to new Business Checking Accounts.  Minimum opening deposit is $100.  A minimum daily balance of $100 is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Accounts will receive a Free Business Debit Card, Free Online Banking & Bill Pay and,
Free Imaged Statements.  If balance falls below $100, a monthly maintenance fee of $9.75 will be assessed.  ****Offer applies to new personal checking accounts intended for personal, family or household purposes and cannot be used for business/commercial uses.  Account holder must also be a principal of a business that has The Town Bank Business Checking
Account.  The 3.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is a promotional rate that will be guaranteed until June 30, 2008.  Rates and APYs are subject to change without notice.  Valid on new accounts only.  Minimum opening deposit is $1,000.  A minimum daily balance of $5,000 is required to obtain the promotional APY.  A minimum daily balance of $1,000 is required
to avoid the $10.00 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  The interest rate is variable.  Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly on collected balances only.  *****3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is a promotional rate and will expire six months after the loan closing.  The loan must close by 7/31/08.  The APR for this product is variable.  The 
promotional APR requires an automatic payment from The Town Bank checking account or the rate is Prime plus 1.00%.  Prime is equal to the Wall Street Journal Prime which, as of 4/1/08, is 5.25%.  After the promotional period, the APR will be Prime minus 1.00% for the life of the credit line with a rate floor of
4.50%.  Rates are subject to change without notice.  Maximum line amount is $350,000. If you cancel your line of credit within 24 months of the loan closing, you will be required to pay a cancellation fee of $800.  Property must be an owner occupied 1 to 4 family residence (including townhouses or condominiums)
located in New Jersey.  Property insurance is required. Collateral located in special flood hazard areas requires flood insurance.

Everyone deserves a real community bank.
Come Celebrate the Opening 
of our newest branch, 
located in the heart of Fanwood.
328 South Avenue.

W e’re the community bank that’s actually from the
area. We’ve been proving to our valued customers in other
local towns that you can have all the big banking services 
without giving up the kind of personal attention that
only a real community bank can offer. 

Enter to win a Free

Caribbean Vacation*

Enter to win a Free

Caribbean Vacation*

www.townbank.com

44 Elm St. Westfield,
NJ 07090

908.518.9333

520 South Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800

104 Walnut Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.931.0050

328 South Ave.
Fanwood, NJ 07023

908.564.0030

APY**

Town
Prestige

Money Market

3.50% 3.00%
Rewards NOW Account

Business Banking

FREE
Business Checking

P L U S !

Personal Banking

APR*****

Home
Equity
Line of Credit

3.99%APY****

***

MEMBER
FDIC

Equal Opportunity Lender

Equal Housing Lender

Neither Dems Nor GOP Will
Protect Our Interests in Trenton

In mid-February 2008, I suggested to
state Assemblyman Richard Merkt that a
review of the proposed state budget be
conducted with public input via a civilian
advisory panel that the Republicans came
up on their ignored 98 property tax rec-
ommendations.

I mentioned that looking at the state’s
budget must be a monumental task for
just a few. Perhaps he and the Republi-
cans can divide up the budget into differ-
ent committees. These committee mem-
bers could be composed of financial, ac-
counting, legal and contract administra-
tion civilians. This would allow them to
develop a solid alternate plan, which ac-
tually addresses the root cause(s) of our
troubles, and start off with a great deal of
public support. In addition, it would shine
a bright light on the state’s budget.

Assemblyman Merkt responded that
he thought that my idea had merit and
passed it on to Assemblyman Alex
DeCroce. He, in turn, passed it on to
Executive Director Richard Wright and
Deputy Executive Directors Bob DeSando
and Beth Schermerhorn for consideration.
I waited almost two weeks and heard
nothing. Then I asked for an update with
a comment that I wanted to write to the
media about my idea. To date I have not
heard anything from them. We hear com-
plaining from the Republicans about the
governor’s budget, but so far they have
failed to do a forensic analysis of each
line item and develop the concrete recom-
mendations that could lead to an all-en-
compassing improvement in our finan-
cial disaster.

One can only conclude that we taxpay-
ers are on our own. We can expect that
neither the ruling Democrats, nor the
“gang that can’t shoot straight,” Republi-
cans, will act to protect our interests.

This results in only several options.
The first is term limitations. The second is
the immediate passing of legislation giv-
ing us Initiative & Referendum (I&R). I
must point out that this will be resisted
until the end of time by Governor Jon
Corzine and the New Jersey Education
Association (NJEA). Third, we must stop
dual-office holding  (not just elected, but
appointed as well) immediately. We must

stop multiple government pensions im-
mediately, if we do not eliminate the
previously mentioned dual office hold-
ing. We should develop a non-partisan
review board for all government salaries
over a certain dollar figure. Return on
“our” investment (ROI) must be deter-
mined. We should remove all pension
benefits for part-time workers.

These are radical steps to say the least
and many more can be added. But, with
the recent airing of HBO’s “John Adams”
we can see the radical steps that were
taken to obtain the freedom of the first 13
colonies from England in the 1700’s.
This resulted in the “taxation without
representation” cry and our forefather’s
eventual victory over the greatest mili-
tary machine of its time. We, not just as
New Jersey residents (i.e., one of the
original 13 colonies and the scene of a
number of bloody battles) with a pocket
issue, but Americans with a duty to those
that have given so much before us; we
must act to correct this new redevelop-
ment of “taxation without representation.”
We would be willing to do it with the
Republicans leading the charge, but if
they are also part of the problem then it
falls on us. One can only hope that the
media publishes this letter. Perhaps the
spotlight will create a backbone in some.

Albert J. Muller
Scotch Plains

Summit BOE Increases
Are Opposed by STA
Summit Board of School Estimates

(BOE) gave the impression that there was
a broad support in the community for
exceeding the budget cap. Councilmen
and the mayor talked about 125 e-mails
and more in support. Councilman Macioce
said he received many e-mails, and not a
single one in opposition. How ignorant
can elected officials be?

The Summit Taxpayers Association
(STA) represents several hundred resi-
dents, and has participated in many BOE
meetings. It has presented documentation
to the BOE in opposition to an increase
above the 4 percent budget cap. In a
personal letter to Mayor Glatt, he was
urged to represent all Summit taxpayers’
interests and not to vote for a budget
above the 4 percent cap, with waivers and
second question. It is obvious that our
elected officials only listen to a minority
of residents who happen to be parents of
school-age children. All Summit resi-
dents should be heard. Why doesn’t the
Board of School Estimates entertain a
citizens’ survey to find out, if there really
is broad support for its decision to raise
taxes even more?

Ed Vant, President STA
Summit

Claim That Privatization of Water
Helped Rahway Is InaccurateLetters to the Editor

It is with both disgust and dismay that
I read the main headline story in the
Union County section of the April 6, 2007
Sunday Star-Ledger. I was truly astounded
how a newspaper that is supposed to
provide unbiased information as a public
service could publish such a one-sided
and, in my opinion, misleading article.

The article implies that the Rahway/
United Water privatization deal has been
benefited the city’s ratepayers. This claim
has certainly been made publicly by Mayor
Kennedy and his administration, but based
on my investigations; nothing could be
further from the truth. I have a copy of the
privatization contract that I am willing to
share with anyone interested. You don’t
have to be a lawyer to understand from
reading this contract that the citizens of
Rahway are being taken for a ride and not
a pleasant one.

Also, the unwillingness or inability on
the city’s part to provide billing informa-
tion that I requested under OPRA [Open
Public Records Act] also speaks volumes
about this deal. Despite their recalcitrance
in providing the requested information, I
was able to review the city’s bills list,
which clearly document that United Wa-
ter is receiving payment for a lot more
then indicated by their contract. These are
“extras” that the city fails to consider in
their financial analysis of the benefit of
the privatization contract. Anyone who
takes the time to investigate the
privatization deal for Rahway’s public
water supply will have to conclude that it
has actually been more expensive then it
would have been to continue operating as
a public utility.

Is it really believable that Mayor
Kennedy is traveling oversees on this
own dime to profess the benefits of
privatization and for no personal gain?
How many of you spend your own time
and money so that corporations that you
have absolutely no financial interest in, or
connection with, can profit? Is there any-
one besides me who finds it interesting
that Mayor Kennedy draws an annual
salary of over $60,000 from the City of
Rahway, but is willing to incur travel
expenses and spend his own time promot-
ing privatization overseas without any
compensation? If he is such a generous
guy and so interested in doing what’s
right for the public, why doesn’t he serve
as mayor of Rahway for $1 per year? Why
doesn’t he volunteer his time as mayor for
the benefit of city’s residents? (Why does
he insist on parking in a handicapped
space next to Michelinos? Nice example
for an elected official. That’s right mayor.
The area marked out in blue striping that
is adjacent to the sidewalk is part of the
handicap space. Check with the city engi-
neer.) Governor Corzine serves as gover-
nor for $1 per year. Clearly privatization
firms profit by taking over public utili-

ties. There is something about this that
just doesn’t seem right.

The most insulting remark in that ar-
ticle is where it says, “Kennedy is happy
that he’s able to see so many parts of the
work and help people solve their water
and waste problems.” If you want to learn
about people helping others solve their
water supply problems go to the website
for “Water For People” at
www.waterforpeople.org. There are
people that are donating time and money
to help the less fortunate have safe drink-
ing water. Those are the real heroes.

If you would like to learn more about
the Rahway Water privatization, or are
interested in the supporting documents
for my conclusions, please contact me at
Gencare_97@yahoo.com.

Anthony Gencarelli
Rahway

Increasing Parking Ticket Fines is a
Knockout for Downtown Business

After reading the latest edition of The
Westfield Leader, it appears that the mayor
and town council [Westfield] are out to
kill the downtown by driving shoppers
away. Increasing the overtime parking
fees from $20 to $32 and changing the
ordinance so that the governing body can
increase tickets up to $50 without notice
is not one, but two or three nails in the
downtown coffin.

The town council has taken what was a
gentle deterrent for overtime parking and
turned it into a club over the head. Every-
one has a story about the vigorous ticket-
ing from the parking patrols. I know some-
one who received a ticket before she was
able to get out of the car and get to the pay
station. The parking patrol’s response to
her was that she was too short, and he
didn’t see her in the car. But since he had
begun writing the ticket, there was noth-
ing he could do! Are you kidding me?
What’s wrong with this picture?

Enforcement a few years ago consisted
of a parking patrol officer seeing an ex-
pired meter, walking around the block,
and if it was still expired 10 minutes later,
giving the offender a ticket. Today, we
have parking patrols waiting in cars with
computer screens that show what meters
are about to expire. As soon as the time is
up, they pounce.

In the article, [Councilman Sal] Caruana
stated, “The bottom line is that these are
individuals breaking the law…all we’re
doing is enforcing the law.” Yes, Mr.
Caruana, these are hardened criminals
who, after our town sets them straight,
more than likely, will not return to shop
again in Westfield.

In reference to the increased fees,
Mayor Skibitsky added that, “ideally,
maybe parking would be more dynamic,
and more spaces will open up.” Be careful
what you wish for. I agree that that is a
possibility – when Westfield becomes a
ghost town, and the mayor and the town
council will be responsible for it.

Take a look at the downtown. At
present, there is effectively no “walking
traffic” on the streets during the day. We
can attribute part of this to the decline in
the economy, but patrons are turned off
by the vigorous enforcement along with
the change in parking lots from parking
meters to pay stations. While the pay
stations make substantially more money
for the town than the parking meters,
people find them difficult to use and that,
combined with ticket blitzing, has turned
people off to shopping downtown.

Presently, there are at least seven va-
cant stores in the heart of downtown and
talk of two or three additional stores in

prominent locations closing soon. The
town should be doing everything in its
power to encourage people to come shop.
Westfield is very lucky that we have
attracted many national chains to town. It
has made the town an appealing place to
live. To continue being a vibrant town, we
need those stores.

My belief is that Westfield is a “three-
legged” stool. The attractions to our town
are the nice neighborhoods, the schools
and the downtown. In the latest edition of
The Westfield Leader, almost all of the
realtors included in the captions under the
pictures of houses for sale that the prop-
erty was a short distance to the “charming
downtown” or “great shopping and din-
ing in downtown Westfield” or “great
downtown and schools.” With this in-
crease, you are eliminating one leg, and
therefore, the stool has fallen apart.

I realize the Governor has put every
town in a difficult budgetary climate.
However, rather than the downtown al-
ways being the “go-to” member of the
team, why don’t we take a page from the
Mountainside mayor [Robert Viglianti]
and cut every single department’s budget
and reduce any department’s budget by 5
percent if it did not expend all its money
last year.

The most staggering statistic of all is
that in 2007, Westfield was second in the
State of New Jersey in ticketing. More
than 25,000 tickets were written. As the
television commercial goes, the high price
of a parking ticket – $32. The possible
price in the near future for overtime park-
ing – $50. Losing our downtown custom-
ers – priceless.

Norman Greco
Westfield

New Jersey GOP Posts
Top State Budget Cows

TRENTON – According to NJGOP.
com, Governor Jon Corzine has cut prop-
erty tax relief but refuses to cut wasteful
state spending. They have released the
following “top 10 sacred budget cows”:

10. An unlawfully manipulated $145-
million grant program that has grown
from $38 million in six Years. The state
has a program called “Distressed Cities”
intended to help cities facing emergen-
cies. Funded at $38 million just six years
ago, the program has ballooned to $145
million for Mr. Corzine’s proposed bud-
get. There is no standard application and
no objective criteria for awards to the
handful of cities that benefit.

In one year, Paterson received an in-
crease from $3 million to in excess of $30
million.

9. The Governor recently enacted a
new school funding law that contained
gross excesses for 11 Abbott and Rim
schools that have been receiving large
increases in aid for years. These favored
11 schools are slated to receive $150
million more in funding than if they re-
ceived increases in line with inflation.

8. Up until two years ago, there was no
Department of the Public Advocate. De-
spite its name, the department has failed
to investigate or do anything about the
high cost of living in New Jersey – the one
thing the public cares most about.

The department is staffed with workers
from Governor Corzine’s election cam-
paign. Several of the divisions and agen-
cies within the new department would
need to continue, but the Public Advo-
cate, support staff, and office space would
be eliminated.

7. The Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
has become a pit of patronage and waste
over the past six years. Substantial in-
creases in hiring occurred at the BPU
beginning with the board presidency be-
ing awarded to a political activist almost
six years ago. Former candidates for po-
litical office and party loyalists were hired.
The patronage got so bad at one point that
BPU hired a relative of Golan Cipel.

More recently, the Sports and Exposi-
tion Authority began hiring dozens of
people and giving out pay raises after the
resignation of a former leader with busi-
ness experience.

6. Two New York City law firms were
hired without advertised competitive bid-
ding and have been paid almost $5 mil-
lion to prepare for the toll increase and
borrowing scam.

One global firm, Skadden Arps Slate
Meagher and Flom, charges almost $550
per hour for attorneys working on the
matter. It charges up to $240 per hour for
legal assistants. In one particular billing
period that covered slightly more than
one month, the law firm billed $1 million
for services provided by more than 30
different attorneys.

5. There are hundreds of boards and
commissions in state government. Many
pay commissioners to attend monthly
meetings and the pay is just enough to
trigger pension and health benefits for
negligible work that volunteers would be
happy to perform.

4. Eliminate pork added to last year’s
budget for Trenton. Trenton received
$37.5 million in special funding in Fiscal
Year 2008 – much of it added during last
year’s budget process and almost all of it
is continued in the budget Mr. Corzine
just proposed.

3. Mr. Corzine recently signed legisla-
tion creating 16 percent pay raises for
judges. He is refusing to reconsider those
raises or provide for more reasonable
pension plans for judges. Apparently, the
judiciary is immune from budget cutting.

2. The Local Finance Board is a patron-
age pit. Members are supposed to look
over municipal finances. The commis-
sioners ,who meet once a month, dupli-
cate the role of competent full-time staff
and are not needed.

1. Overtime for undertime. Currently,
employees are paid overtime even for
work weeks where they have taken con-
siderable vacation or sick time. For ex-
ample, an employee could take a full
week of vacation and then come in to
work on the sixth day and be treated as
though they were working overtime and
get paid time-and-a-half. The vacation
time is technically, and inappropriately,
considered work time. Other abuses of
overtime are rampant.

Autism Research is
Encouraging, not Done

April is Autism Awareness Month.
Autism affects one in 150 individuals
nationwide, and one in 94 in New Jersey.
While New Jersey has some of the best
autism schools, the services available to
adults with autism are virtually nil. Like
all children, autistic children grow up.
While they may look like young adults,
most will never be able to live on their
own or hold a job without support ser-
vices. Under the law, autistic and other
disabled children are entitled to an educa-
tion until they are 21 years old; after that,
there are virtually no entitlements and
waiting lists are many years long for
group homes and adult day programs.

 Many parents like me, who began rais-
ing funds for autism research when our
children were first diagnosed with autism
in the early 1990s, hoped that by now a
cure would be discovered. That is not the
case. While the scientific research and
public awareness about autism today is
encouraging, the actual causes are still a
mystery. There may be 100 or more genes
working together to cause abnormalities
in brain development. There may be envi-
ronmental factors, such as the preserva-
tives in certain vaccines.

 So while we continue to search for a
cure and expand services available to
young children (early intervention is vital
to a child’s ultimate progress and ability
to function), let’s not forget the adults
with autism. They deserve a life in which
their potential can be fulfilled. As a soci-
ety and a community, we need to help
make that happen.

For more information on autism, con-
tact www.njcosac.org or
www.autismspeaks.org.

Laura Kuntz
Westfield

Bramnick Calls for
Action on Waste

WESTFIELD -- With the recent dis-
covery of rampant waste in the Union City
school district, Assembly Republican Whip
Jon Bramnick is calling for action on leg-
islation, A-222, he has sponsored that
would allow for unannounced performance
audits of state or state-supported agencies.

An audit of the Union City school
district revealed that the school district
pays $13,000 a month for 39 cell phones
for bus drivers, $26,097 a month for
website development, $11,600 in adver-
tising to promote the opening of a new
school, $9,268 for hotel expenses for an
administrative retreat, $2,600 for a staff
party, $2,315 for a student field trip to
Medieval Times and $1,716 for a TV.
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Library Offerings to Include
Author and Book Discussion
SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of

the community are invited to attend
two programs spotlighting authors that
will take place at the Scotch Plains
Public Library. Both events will be
held in the library’s Community Room.
Admission is free and open to all.

Novelist and magazine contribu-
tor Louisa Ermelino will speak at the
library on Tuesday, April 22, at 7:30
p.m. She will discuss growing up
Italian-American in New York’s
Little Italy, the setting for her three
novels.

Ms. Ermelino will read from her
work, answer questions from the audi-
ence and sign copies of her books,
“The Black Madonna,” “Joey Dee Gets
Wise” and “The Sisters Mallone,” all
available for purchase and personal-
ization. The library also has copies to
lend to cardholders. Pre-registration is
encouraged, as space is limited.

The library will wrap its Celebrate
Diversity month on Monday, April
28, with an invitation to the public to
join library staff members for a dis-
cussion of this year’s One Book New
Jersey novel, “The Plot Against
America,” by Philip Roth.

Drawing on his own childhood in
the predominantly Jewish Weequahic
section of Newark, Mr. Roth couples
the familiarity of middle-class New
Jersey life with a terrifying “what-
if” scenario of Nazi sympathizers
running the United States govern-
ment in the years immediately pre-

ceding World War II.
Advance registration is required.

Copies of the novel currently are
available at the library to borrow in
advance of the book discussion.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of town. For further informa-
tion, registration or directions, call
(908) 322-5007, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org. Individuals
should include their name and tele-
phone number.

Brian R. Dyke and Miss Christina M. Chiaravallo

Brian Dyke to Marry
Miss Christina Chiaravallo
Mr. and Mrs. Kermit Dyke of

Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their son, Brian Robert
Dyke, to Miss Christina Maria
Chiaravallo. She is the daughter of
Mrs. Maria Chiaravallo of Pine Brook
and the late Albert Chiaravallo.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Class of 2001, the future
bridegroom received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Management in
2005 from Hartwick College in
Oneonta, N.Y. He currently works as

an account specialist with the
Parsippany office of Paychex.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Montville Township High School in
2003 and earned an Associate’s De-
gree from the County College of Mor-
ris in Randolph in 2007. She currently
attends the College of St. Elizabeth in
Morristown and will graduate in the
fall of 2008 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business.

A February 2009 wedding is
planned.

Dr. Anthony R. Frattalone and Dr. Sharon L. Gambino

Dr. Sharon Gambino to Wed
Dr. Anthony Frattalone

Alan Daniels of East Stroudsburg,
Pa. and Mrs. Roberta Truitt of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Dr.
Sharon Lynn Gambino, to Dr. An-
thony Robert Frattalone. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frattalone
of Saint Paul, Minn.

Dr. Gambino is a 1996 graduate of
Westfield High School, a 2001 gradu-
ate of Pennsylvania State University
and a 2006 graduate of the Touro
University College of Osteopathic
Medicine.

Dr. Frattalone is a 2002 graduate of
Saint Olaf College and a 2006 gradu-
ate of the University of Minnesota
Medical School.

Both currently are serving as phy-

sicians in the United States Army at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C. Dr. Frattalone and
Dr. Gambino are completing resi-
dency programs in Neurology and
Internal Medicine, respectively.

A September 2008 wedding is
planned in Red Bank. After a wed-
ding trip to St. Lucia, the couple will
reside in Silver Spring, Md.

FSO Event to Address
Special Needs Persons
WESTFIELD – A program on plan-

ning for the future of one’s child or
dependent with special needs will be
held on Wednesday, April 30, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Family Sup-
port Organization of Union County,
located at 143 Elmer Street in
Westfield.

Steven Medlin, a financial repre-
sentative of Cowan Financial Group
and a special needs parent, will present
the workshop. Issues to be addressed
include government benefit eligibil-
ity, guardianship and conservatorship/
Guardian ad Litem, financial secu-
rity and funding options. For more
information or to reserve a place, call
Mary or Gail at (908) 789-7625 dur-
ing business hours. This event is of-
fered to the public free of charge.

Actress Plans Library Visit
For Cheetah Film Screening

Hope Davis

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will welcome ac-
tress Hope Davis and present the
film Duma on Saturday, April 26,
from 1 to 3 p.m. Duma is
the Swahili word for chee-
tah.

In the film, Ms. Davis
plays the mother of Xan, a
young boy who finds an
orphaned cheetah cub he
names “Duma.” The two
become best friends and
have wonderful adventures
together, but ultimately,
Xan realizes he must re-
turn Duma to the wild.

After the screening, Ms. Davis
will answer questions from the au-
dience and explain how Duma was
made on location in South Africa
using four cheetahs.

Released in 2005 in the United
Kingdom, Duma won the Genesis
Award in the Family Feature Film
category. The Genesis Award is the
only major media and arts award
concerning animal issues.

Ms. Davis is a native of Englewood
and a graduate of Tenafly High School.
Most recently, she has starred in Proof
with Gwyneth Paltrow and Anthony

Hopkins, About Schmidt
with Jack Nicholson and
Kathy Bates, and The
Weather Man with
Nicolas Cage and Michael
Caine.

“We feel so lucky to
be hosting Hope Davis
for this screening of
Duma, and for her fol-
low-up discussion about
what it was like to work
in Africa, with cheetahs,”

said Assistant Library Director Kathy
Muhm.

This program is open to the pub-
lic and is recommended for ages 5
and older. The Westfield Memorial
Library is located at 550 East Broad
Street. For more information, call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org or stop by the
library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter.

Ms. Novak to Discuss
Clutter This Evening
GARWOOD – Professional orga-

nizer Jamie Novak, author of “1,000
Quick and Easy Organizing Secrets,”
will present a program on dealing
with clutter and organizing one’s life
tonight, Thursday, April 17, at 7:30
p.m. at the Garwood Public Library.
Admission is free.

She will touch on such areas as
paper, bills and mail, toys, closets
and drawers, garage and house clean-
ing. Books will be available for pur-
chase after the program, and Ms.
Novak will be available for book
signing.

Registration is required as seating
is limited. The library is located at
411 Third Avenue in Garwood. For
information and to register, call the
library at (908) 789-1670.

LIVING THE DREAM…Marc Shlissel, a student at Terrill Middle School in
Scotch Plains, celebrated his Bar Mitzvah February 23 at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. In honor of the occasion, Marc donated a portion of his Bar Mitzvah
gifts toward the “I Have a Dream” project at Hubbard Middle School in
Plainfield, which helps youngsters realize their dreams for the future. Marc,
pictured at center with student “Dreamers” at Hubbard, donated multiple
cartons of books to the school.

Scotch Plains Baptist
To Hold Movie Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Scotch Plains Baptist Church will
host a screening of the movie
Amazing Grace at 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, April 20, to be followed by
dessert and coffee or juice. The
church is located at 333 Park Av-
enue (at the corner of Grand
Street) in Scotch Plains. For more
information, call the church of-
fice at (908) 322-5487.
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Philoptochos Reveals Date
For Dinner Fashion Show

WESTFIELD – More than 300
guests are expected to attend “For-
ever Beautiful,” the annual dinner
fashion show hosted by the Ladies
Philoptochos Society of the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of
Westfield.

It will take place on Wednesday,
May 7, from 6 to 10 p.m. at the
Chanticler in Millburn. Fashions by
Noel Brogan Productions of Montclair
will be featured, accompanied by
Greek music. Avi Kiriakatis of
Kenilworth is chairing the event. Me-
tropolis President Bessie Drogaris of
Holmdel is expected to attend, as well
as many out-of-state guests.

Funds raised will benefit the more
than 50 charities and scholarships
that Philoptochos supports each year.
Last year, the organization donated
more than $48,000 to various chari-
ties, among them the Susan G. Komen
Foundation, Hospice of America,
Ronald McDonald House, the Crohn’s
and Colitis Foundation, Valerie Fund,
Lainie’s Angels, National Gaucher
Foundation, Children’s Specialized
Hospital, Parkinson’s Research, Na-
tional Cancer Fund, St. Michael’s
Home for the Aged, St. Basil’s Acad-
emy and Sloan-Kettering Memorial
Cancer Research.

Additionally, the Katrina Hurri-
cane appeal remains an ongoing com-
mitment, addressing the needs of
several families. Many local needs
also are met.

On-premise gift raffles will feature

theme baskets and individual items
valued at over $200 each. Valuable
door prizes also will be available.

Grand Raffle prizes will include:
First prize, a lamb jacket with silver
fox trim (valued at $1,295); second
prize, a women’s diamond pendant
(valued at $1,200); third prize, an
original oil painting (valued at
$1,000); fourth prize, a $1,000 Short
Hills Mall gift certificate, and fifth
prize, a $500 Sixth Avenue Electron-
ics gift certificate.

Proceeds from the Grand Raffle will
benefit all the charities of Holy Trinity,
with a special donation to the National
Gaucher Foundation. Official recogni-
tion of this disease began in 1986, and
the foundation has been researching
various enzyme replacement therapies
and alternative treatments.

Tickets to the event are $55 each.
For tickets or further information,
call (908) 233-8533.

ALWAYS IN FASHION…The Ladies Philoptochos Society of the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church of Westfield will hold its annual dinner fashion show,
“Forever Beautiful,” on Wednesday, May 7, at the Chanticler in Millburn.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Marianne Savrogianakis of Westfield, Connie
Wygera of Tewksbury, Nina Anastasiou of Scotch Plains, Christine Colonias of
Watchung and Ellen Manos-Athenson of Westfield.

Spring Assembly to Explore
Archaeology of New Jersey

WESTFIELD –“Digging New
Jersey’s Past: The Archaeology of
Local History” will be the topic of
Associate Professor Richard Veit, an
author and historian, at the annual
Spring Assembly of the five histori-
cal societies of Westfield. The pro-
gram will be held on Wednesday,
April 23, beginning at 7:30 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church, located at
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Professor Veit is an associate pro-
fessor in the Department of History
and Anthropology at Monmouth Uni-
versity and the author of the award-
winning book “Digging New Jersey’s
Past: Historical Archaeology in the
Garden State.”

He will give an illustrated presen-
tation that examines New Jersey
through an archaeological lens. Sites
from the age of exploration, Colo-
nial America, the Revolutionary War
and the 19th century will be featured
during the program.

Highlights will include traces of a
British campsite from the American
Revolution, Dutch settlers’ farm-
steads, a former king’s lost palace, a
pair of poorly constructed light-
houses and a curious collection of
medical equipment discarded by a
Victorian physician.

Dr. Veit was selected by a commit-
tee of the five historical societies at
a meeting held earlier in the year at
the home of Elizabeth Youngs, presi-
dent of the Genealogical Society of
the West Fields, this year’s host or-
ganization.

Representing the societies were
George Gross, Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR); Stephanie
Mannino, Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution (DAR); Patricia
D’Angelo, Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum; Edward Wittke, the Westfield
Historical Society, and Robert Miller,
the Genealogical Society.

Jane Gross of the DAR will play
introductory piano music featuring
American folk tunes and ballads dur-
ing the interlude before the start of
the program. Light refreshments will
be served at the conclusion of the
program, which is open to the public
at no charge.

Hickory Tree Chorus Plans
To Entertain College Club

FANWOOD – The Hickory Tree
Chorus will be featured at the Mon-
day, April 21 meeting of the College
Club of Fanwood- Scotch Plains, to be
held at the Fanwood Recreation Cen-
ter at Forest Road Park. A brief busi-
ness meeting at 7:30 p.m. will be fol-
lowed by musical entertainment.

Chartered in 1968, the Hickory Tree
Chorus is an award-winning women’s
chorus that sings four-part a cappella
harmony in barbershop style. It is a
chapter of Sweet Adelines Interna-
tional, the members of which hail from
more than 40 communities through-
out New Jersey and Staten Island, N.Y.

The group sings a variety of popular
music, “golden oldies,” novelty tunes
and barbershop classics. Each spring,
the chorus competes in the Sweet
Adelines’ Greater New York Regional
Competition, and has won one of the
top three spots each year since 1977.

Guests are welcome to attend. In-

quiries about the program can be di-
rected to Jean at (908) 654-5460.

The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains provides scholarships
to women of high school and college
age who reside in the local commu-
nity. For information about joining
the club, call the membership chair-
person at (908) 889-4942 or e-mail
CollegeClubFSP@yahoo.com.

Westfield Day Care
Plans Benefit Auction
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Day

Care Center Parents Association will
host its second annual Tricky Tray
Auction on Thursday, May 15, at The
Westwood, located at 438 North Av-
enue in Garwood.

The auction will feature various
theme baskets. Dinner will be in-
cluded. Doors will open at 6 p.m.,
with prize drawings to begin at 7:45
p.m.

This event will benefit the children
of Westfield Day Care Center. A pri-
vate, not-for-profit and non-denomi-
national day care facility, the center
was established in 1968 to provide
affordable, quality, full-day care and
a developmentally appropriate pro-
gram for children ages 18 months
through 6 years.

Governed by a board of trustees
and licensed by the State of New
Jersey, the center is accredited with
the National Academy of Early Child-
hood Programs, a division of the Na-
tional Association for the Education
of Young Children (NAEYC).

“The funds raised by this auction
provide the opportunity for all chil-
dren attending Westfield Day Care
Center to receive extra-curricular mu-
sic and art programs that not every day
care center can provide,” said Thera
Rocco, the center’s executive director.
For more information, contact (908)
771-5512 or mydiesel@comcast.net.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 33 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ., (908) 232-8700 ShopRite

WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Apr. 9 thru

Tues., Apr. 29 , 2008. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Prices effective:
4/9 thru4/29/08

Debit
Card

BLENDED

CANADIAN

BRANDY/COGNAC

TEQUILA RUM

BOURBON

MondaviMondaviMondaviMondaviMondavi

Don Miguel
Gascon
MALBEC
2007 ARGENTINA 899

E. Guigal
COTES
DU RHONE 1099

POUILLY
FUISSE

1599

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 2799

Viña San Esteban
• CABERNET  • MERLOT
• CHARDONNAY
• SAUVIGNON BLANC 699

Veuve
Clicquot
BRUT YELLOW LABEL 3799

750
ML

1.5 L

Kiwi Cuvee
SAUVIGNON BLANC 799

Svedka 1999
1.75 LStolichnaya 3199

1.75 LMajorska 1299

Marlborough,
New Zealand

Spy Valley
Sauvignon
Blanc 2006

1199

750
ML

JP Chenet
ALL TYPES 699

1.75 L

Clan
MacGregor 1599

Canadian
LTD 1199

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD 1999

1.75 L

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1699

1.75 L

1.75 L

Makers Mark
SOUR MASH 2499

Evan Williams
SOUR MASH 1899

1.75 L

Fleischmann’s
PREFERRED 1299

1.75 L

Sobieski
IMPORTED 
FROM POLAND 1799

1.75 L

750
ML

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

Jose Cuervo
GOLD OR
CLASICO WHITE 2999

Fransac
25 YEAR OLD COGNAC 4999

E& J BRANDY 899

Napa ALL 750 ML

ALL 5 L BOXES

Minini
PINOT GRIGIO 999

Di Lupo
CHIANTI 999

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

MACON
VILLAGES

899
750
ML

BEAUJOLAIS
VILLAGES

799
750
ML

750
ML

Southern
Comfort

2599

Pama
Pomegranate
Liqueur 1999

Luminarc
“Nuance”

Glass Set

1299

BeerBeer
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

Is At Our

LOW DISCOUNTED PRICES!
EverydayEveryday

Our Kosher for Passover
Wine Selections

Kosher Wine
20% OFF20% OFF ANY BTL.,

SIZE OR
TYPE OF 

INCLUDING BARON HERZOG, YARDEN,
MANISCHEWITZ, KEDEM AND WEINSTOCK
Excludes Advertised Sale Items and In-Store Specials

Georges Duboeuf

VINTNER
SELECT

1299

OLD WORLD
CLASSICS

1099

HOUSE WINE
FAVORITES

999

Franzia

1.5 L

AUSLESE

1199
SPATLESE

1099
KABINETT

999

Van Müller Riesling
Now & Zen
WASABI WHITE 899

750
ML

750
ML

Monsieur 
Touton
SAUVIGNON
BLANC 799

750
ML

750
ML

Mirassou
ALL
TYPES 799

750
ML

BIG SIZES & BIG SAVINGS!

Hardy’s Stamp
ALL TYPES 599

750
ML

750
ML

Champagne &
Sparkling Wines

Korbel •BRUT
•EXTRA DRY •BRUT ROSE1099

750
ML

Villa Malena
PROSECCO 1099

750
ML

Black Swan
ALL TYPES 1099

1.5 L

1.5 L
Corbett Canyon
ALL TYPES 599

Santa Marvista
RESERVA FROM CHILE
•CABERNET  • MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

Beringer
STONE CELLARS
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

Concha y Toro
FRONTERA WINES 899

Almaden
•CHABLIS  •GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY  •ROSE  •RHINE 999

4 L BTL.

VODKA

Patron Silver3699
750 
ML

750 
ML

1.75 L

Seagram’s
VO 1999

1.75 L

1.75 L

12 PIECE SET
WINE OR 
GOBLET

SCOTCH
Johnnie Walker
BLACK LABEL
12-YEAR OLD 5499

Glenlivet
SINGLE MALT
12-YEAR OLD 3399

1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

Speyburn
SINGLE MALT
10-YEAR OLD 2199

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Amberton
•Merlot

•Chardonnay

•Sauvignon Blanc 999

•Dekuyper
Pucker
Sour Apple 1.75 L

•Giori
Lemoncillo

1699Your
Choice!

Your
Choice!

1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML

CORDIALS

Limit one (1) Manufacturer’s Mail-In Rebate
per household. Rebate forms & details 

available in stores. Rebate expires 6/30/08.

Beefeater
Gin

SALE PRICE
1.75 L BTL. 2799

LESS MFR.
MAIL-IN REBATE -1000

1.75 L BTL.1799FINAL COST
AFTER MFR.
MAIL-IN
REBATE

Limit one (1) Manufacturer’s Mail-In Rebate
per household. Rebate forms & details 

available in stores. Rebate expires 6/28/08.

Johnnie Walker
Red Label

SALE PRICE
1.75 L BTL. 2899

LESS MFR.
MAIL-IN REBATE -500

1.75 L BTL.2399FINAL COST
AFTER MFR.
MAIL-IN
REBATE

Di LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi LupoDi Lupo SimiSimiSimiSimiSimiSimiSimi
•PINOT GRIGIO
•ROSSO 
TOSCANA  . 999

•Chianti  . . 699
750
ML

•CABERNET

1899

•MERLOT  
• ZINFANDEL  . . . . .1499

•CHARDONNAY . .1399

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC  . . . . . . . . . . . .1199

ALL 750 ML

•PINOT NOIR  . . . 1499

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY .1099

•SAUVIGNON BLANC . .999

Sunburst 
Cellars

Sunburst 
Cellars

Sunburst 
Cellars

Sunburst 
Cellars

Sunburst 
Cellars

RUSSIAN RIVER
Pinot Noir  . . . . . . 2199

ALEXANDER VALLEY
Cabernet . . . . . . . . .1999

RUSSIAN RIVER
Chardonnay  . . . .1499

Infinity
Cellars
Infinity
Cellars
Infinity
Cellars
Infinity
Cellars
Infinity
Cellars

ALL 750 ML

ALL 750 ML

•CABERNET  . . . . . . . .1799

•MERLOT  . . . . . . . .1599

•CHARDONNAY . .1499

•FUMÉ BLANC  . . . .1399

750
ML

•CABERNET
•MERLOT

1299
750
ML

•CHARDONNAY

999
750
ML

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

•JOHANNISBERG
RIESLING

899
750
ML

Chat. Ste. Michelle

750
ML

750
ML

399
750
ML

•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY  
•ZINFANDEL

Oak CreekOak CreekOak CreekOak CreekOak CreekOak Creek

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE . . . 3999

That’s
Less Than

3.34
Per Btl.

by the case

WS
90

Mendocino County,
California

Edmeades
Estate

Zinfandel 2006

1499
750
ML

Stags Leap, Napa Valley

Chimney
Rock

Cabernet
Sauvignon 2003

3999
750
ML

WA
90

Napa

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective Wed., Apr. 9 thru
Tues. Apr. 29, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

Program to Be Held
On Flower Containers
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will host a program,
the second in its “Do You Know How?”
series, on spring/summer flower con-
tainers on Tuesday, April 22, at 7 p.m.

An expert from Parker Green-
house in Scotch Plains will discuss
the various aspects of a successful
flower container. There will be time
for questions and answers, and
prizes and refreshments will be
available.

The “Do You Know How?” series
at the library is a lecture-participa-
tion-learning program for the com-
munity on various subjects.

In the future, evening programs
will be available on ice cream mak-
ing, banjo playing, ballroom dancing
and eating sushi. All are welcome to
attend. The Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more informa-
tion, individuals may call the library
at (908) 322-6400.

Sierra Slates Program
On Organic Gardening

AREA – The Sierra Club will meet
on Wednesday, May 14, from 7:30 to
9 p.m. at the Library of the Chathams,
located at 214 Main Street in
Chatham. This meeting is free and
open to the public.

Guest speaker Jonathan Jeans, an
organic gardener for 35 years, will
discuss all aspects of organic garden-
ing. For more information, call (973)
263-0344.

Hiking Club Provides
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a variety of out-
door activities, designed to provide
wholesome recreation while contrib-
uting to physical fitness. Hiking and
bicycling activities are scheduled on
a regular basis. Most events take place
in central and northern New Jersey.
Membership dues are $10 per year.
Guests are invited to try out the club
before joining. For a complimentary
schedule, call (908) 527-4900.

Rev. Koll to Give Talk
About World Mission
FANWOOD – The Reverend Dr.

Karla Ann Koll will speak at 11:15
a.m. on Sunday, April 27, during the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church’s
adult education program following
worship.

She will talk about the World Mis-
sion program of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and particularly about
her missionary work in Guatemala.
Reverend Koll’s mission serves with
the Latin American Biblical Univer-
sity and the Evangelical Center for
Pastoral Studies in Central America.

All are welcome. The church is
located at Martine and LaGrande
Avenues. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891.

Please be advised that Dr. Bateman is moving
out of State and closing her New Jersey private
practice of Helen E. Bateman, MD P.A.

Dr. Pedra-Nobre of North Rheumatology
Center PA is taking over Dr. Bateman’s
Rheumatology patients, as well as seeing
new patients.

Drs. Luka and Benincasa of Consultants
in Asthma, Allergy and Immunology will
be available for Dr. Bateman’s allergy and
asthma patients and any new patients.

 The office address will remain unchanged at:

Phone and fax numbers are as follows:

   Dr. Pedra-Nobre - Rheumatology
     908 - 233 - 9111     Fax: 908 - 233 - 9920

        Drs. Peter Benincasa
   Richard E. Luka

         Adult and Pediatric Asthma,

                     Allergy and Immunology

908 - 233 - 5540 Fax: 908 - 233 - 9920

 577 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

of Westfield

Store Wide Sale

20% Off*

Saturday, April 19th & Sunday April 20th

Store Hours: Saturday - 10:00am - 6:00pm

Sunday - 12:00pm - 4:00pm

Not valid on Gift Cards, Already Discounted Items, or with any other promotion or coupons.  Good for in-stock 

merchandise only, no special orders or requests. Not valid on previous purchases.  Good only at Learning Express of 
Westfield.

184 Elm Street, Westfield
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WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will feature tours
of the historic farmhouse on Sun-

Miller-Cory Museum to Hold
Tours, Cooking Demonstration

day, April 20, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Costumed docents will conduct
tours of the restored, fully furnished
house, which was built in 1740.

Additionally, members of the
museum’s cooking committee will
demonstrate the skills and tech-
niques used in 18th-century open-
hearth cooking, using authentic reci-
pes and seasonal foods, in its Frazee
Building. Treats will be offered for
visitors to sample.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield. Admission is $2.50
for adults, $1 for students and free
for children under age four.

Other upcoming Sunday events
at the museum include the “Sheep
to Shawl Festival” on April 27 and
“Basket Making Demonstration” on
May 4.

The museum also is available
weekday mornings for tours for
school or other groups, as well as
after school for Boy Scout and Girl
Scout groups.

All tours must be arranged in ad-
vance. For information on tours,
Sunday programs or volunteer op-
portunities at the museum, call (908)
232-1776 weekdays between 9 a.m.
and noon.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

Library Invites Community
For ‘Poetry Out Loud’ Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – In celebra-
tion of April as National Poetry
Month, the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary will present its fourth annual
Poetry Out Loud: An Evening of Po-
ets and Poetry on Thursday, April 24,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Gwyn English Nielsen of Scotch
Plains, a published writer and poet,
will again host the event. It will be
held in the Community Room on the
lower level of the library.

All poets, as well as those who
appreciate the art of poetry, are in-
vited to share either their own origi-
nal poems or the works of other
poets in an open-microphone forum.
Attendees need not participate, and
there are no age limitations. How-
ever, parents or guardians must ac-
company children age 14 and
younger.

Ms. Nielsen has published two
children’s books, “Torey the Turkey
Goes Skiing” and “Serendipity and
the Dream Catcher,” plus a collection
of autobiographical poems entitled
“Teaching Love Life.”

She teaches language arts and the-
ater at Terrill Middle School in Scotch
Plains and last year founded the Ac-
tors’ Workshop, a troupe of student

directors and actors at Terrill.
For more information about Poetry

Out Loud: An Evening of Poets and
Poetry, call the Scotch Plains Public
Library directly. Admission to the
event is free, but pre-registration is
highly recommended, as space is lim-
ited. Those interested can register by
calling the library at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or sending an e-
mail to library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of town. For more information or
directions, call (908) 322-5007.

ROTARY GUEST…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes and school district Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi presented
a program on the local school district and the challenges facing school systems
today to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club, March 26, at Pantagis
Renaissance in Scotch Plains. Pictured, right, Club President Pat Plante, presents
a plaque to Superintendent Hayes, left, as Mr. Del Sordi looks on. The Rotary Club
meets at noon every Wednesday at Pantagis and guests are always welcome. For
more information, call Dick Dobyns at (908) 322-5986 or visit fsprotary.org.

Girl Scouts Request
‘Betty Bread’ Recipe
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Girl

Scouts of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) have established a Junior
Girl Scout badge for local Colonial
history awareness. The badge will
make its debut at an event where Girl
Scouts will present loaves of home-
baked bread in honor of Betty Frazee.

Frazee is known to many in the
local area for having drawn the atten-
tion of British troops with the aroma
of baking bread wafting from her
house. The house is in restoration
today, near the corner of Terrill and
Raritan Roads in Scotch Plains.

The GSWRC hopes to draw atten-
tion to the Frazee house and its resto-
ration, and encourage community fi-
nancial support, with an authentic
Colonial “Betty Bread” recipe.

Suggestions may be directed to
Frazee Publicity Chairman Ray Par-
don at secretary@frazeehouse.org or
Blanchard Hiatt at
info@workingmessages.com or (908)
233-9194.

PERSON TO PERSON…Thomas Randazzo, Andrew Stern, Alex Palatucci,
Tyler Lessner and Drew Hopper, nominated by their fifth grade teachers,
returned from Washington, D.C., where they attended a forum that focused on
displays of leadership throughout history. See release at lower right.

TOP EARNERS…Tamaques School students get high marks for collecting the
most box tops during the school’s Box Tops for Education Super Bowl contest.
This year, Tamaques families have raised more than $1,700, with the proceeds
going for library improvements. The school earns 10 cents for each box top
through the General Mills program. Tami the Tiger is surrounded by the winning
students, from left to right, Ryan Geschickter, Jessica Trinkle, David Perry,
Marcus Ciasco, Brannen Depp, Andrew Wellnitz, Evan Trott, Ryan Daniel,
Alicia Harris, Ryan Stroever and Chloe Beauchamp.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS
Students Revive Old Trend

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-
day, February 20, a group of high
school students gathered to show off
their yo-yo skills at
a yo-yo tourna-
ment hosted by
Scotch Plains
Fanwood High
School’s DECA
(Distributive Edu-
cation Clubs of
America) chapter.

DECA members
Kevin Spaeth,
Connor Vigilante,
Joseph Del Prete
and Brian
Hessemer worked
with Garrett Spe-
cialties, a toy-pro-
duction company
located in Cherry Hill, in order to
produce yo-yos with school spirit.

The DECA club had yo-yos pro-
duced in their school colors of blue
and white, with the school’s Raider
logo imprinted on one side.

Sold before and after school in the
club’s DECA store, the yo-yos proved
to be popular among the student body
and sold out within days. The club
also orchestrated the school’s first-
ever Raider Yo-Yo Tournament, at-
tracting many students who gathered
to watch students display their skill
with tricks.

Freshman Paul Honeycutt, who
displayed his yo-yo mastery to the
crowd, won the trick competition.

Senior Brian
Hessemer, who
brought the com-
petition into over-
time with his first-
round perfor-
mance, came in
second place. Eric
Heinze, whose yo-
yo featured an ab-
stract border and a
colorful center,
won the decorat-
ing competition.

The DECA stu-
dents also served
refreshments to
those who at-

tended the event. The sizeable crowd
was kept entertained by the yo-yo
tricks, food and by music played
throughout the event.

WALKING THE DOG…From left to
right, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students Connor Vigilante, Eric
Heinze and Kevin Spaeth showed off
their yo-yo skills at a recent DECA
tournament.

Genoni Attains
Doctorate Degree

WESTFIELD – New York Univer-
sity has announced that Mia Genoni
has been awarded the degree of Doc-
tor of Philosophy in The History of
Art and Archaeology from the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts.

Mia is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth Genoni of Westfield.

She was the 1992 valedictorian of
Oak Knoll School in Summit. She
graduated magna cum laude with a
Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts and
English and American Literature and
Language from Harvard University
in 1997.

She was also awarded a Master of
Arts degree from the Graduate School
of Arts and Science of New York
University in 2000.

Mia Genoni

SP Student Receives
Volunteering Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – Allyson
Salisbury of Scotch Plains recently
received the Outstanding Volunteer
Award at Susquehanna University

Allyson is a senior environmental
science major at Susquehanna.

Susquehanna established Student
Volunteer day in 1985 to recognize
all student volunteers and faculty
members engaged in service learning
activities.

Allyson is a 2004 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and the daughter of Brian and Connie
Salisbury. WF Student Makes

Pennington Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — The Pennington

School honored 159 upper school and
62 middle school students making
the dean’s list in the fall semester of
this academic year.

Westfield 10th grader Jake Bullek
made the list.

For students to be included on the
dean’s list, all of their grades must be
at a B or higher; “high honors” indi-
cates that all of their grades are A-
minus or above.

��������������	�
�����������	�
	����

����������������	�
��
������������������������������

�����������������������������������	�������

���� ��������!�"���������#������	����$$������

�����������%����

���"�%�&����%������

�������������%�������

���#��������������

���������

���

�'�	�����()�"�

�������������

����������%���������

�������������������

�����������

����(������%�

�����������*��

������������

����������������������	������	
��������

���������	��	������
	���������	���
������ 

�����������������������������!�"������#�$%

&'()*+*),-&*������ 	������	��"������ ���

Fifth Graders Attend
Leadership Forum

WESTFIELD – Students from
Westfield’s Edison Intermediate
School, Drew Hopper, Tyler Lessner,
Alex Palatucci, Thomas Randazzo
and Andrew Stern, recently returned
from Washington, D.C., where they
attended a People to People World
Leadership Forum.

The Westfield students, along with
fellow delegates from around the
world, learned about leadership and
how great leaders throughout history
have handled world events.

From Capitol Hill to the
Smithsonian Institution, and from
Gettysburg to the Eisenhower Farm,
the students examined the character-
istics of American leadership during
times of national challenge and pros-
perity.

The Edison students were nomi-
nated by their respective fifth-grade
teachers to participate in the forum.

People to People World Leader-
ship Forums offer students a blend of
specialized educational, leadership
and cultural exposure through a vari-
ety of programs, as well as an itiner-
ary filled with the highlights of the
hosting community.

While in Washington, D.C., the stu-
dents formed friendships with other
student leaders from around the coun-
try.
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Visit, Shop & 

Dine in Downtown

Westfield! 

Take advantage 

of special in-store 

promotions,

demonstrations

and sales.

Don’t forget to visit Westfield Realtors Open

Houses this weekend and receive a packet

including a free 1-hour parking token good

at any meter or pay station.

Downtown Westfield Corporation

105 Elm Street  •  Westfield, NJ 07090

908-789-9444  •  www.WestfieldToday.com

South Avenue W. Grand Openings

Tutti Baci • Mario’s Italian Deli • First State Bank

With a Cherry on Top Ice Cream

Acquaviva delle fonti

Ahrre's Coffee Roastery

Anais Boutique

Bluemercury

Boogie's Tickets

Castle Bootery

Chico's

Cool Vines

Eileen Fisher

Feast Catering & Cafe

Hi-5 Candy & Ice Cafe

Jason Wang Medical 

Massage Center

Juxtapose Gallery

Knit-a-Bit

Learning Express 

of Westfield

Martin Richard Salon

Papyrus

Poppyfields Home

Randal's Shoes

Revive Therapeutic Massage

Roman Boutique and Tailor

Success Express

Tamar Jewelry

The Green Room

Smith & Hawken

Xocolatz

Bittersweet Designs

Aerosoles

Ann Taylor

Bovella's Pastry Shoppe

Brummer's Chocolates

Brunner Opticians

Coach

Cold Stone Creamery

FIT Activewear

Funk & Standard

GAP

Gap Kids

Jersey Mike's Subs

Kiehl’s Since 1851

Liberty Travel

Lucky Brand Jeans

Mademoiselle

Menina

Nirvana

Pumpkins & Petunias

The Leader Store

The Town Book Store

Thinka Dinka

Windmill

Baron's Drug Store

Victoria's Secret

The Flower Zone

Maria Candida Hair Forum

Rockn' Joe Coffeehouse

+ Bistro

Sole

Copies Now

Adlers Jewelers

Citibank

Lord & Taylor

MotoPhoto

Perla

Talbots

Westfield Electronics

The Farmhouse Store

Anthology

Blue Tulip

Brick Oven Westfield

Fastframe

Mephisto Shoes

Rita's Water Ice

Robert Treat Delicatessen

Scott's Shoes of Westfield

Town Embroidery

Westfield Hair Company

Coldwater Creek

Earthchild

Galeria West

Jeffrey's of Westfield

Just Bead Yourself

Presidential Pen & Gifts

Tinga

Douglas Cosmetics

Evalyn Dunn's Gallery

First State Bank

Manhattan Bagel

Mario's Italian Deli

Meeker's Florist

Panoply

Satsang Yoga Studio

Sherwin-Williams

Subway

Tutti Baci

Unlimited Communications

Westfield Seafood

With a Cherry on Top 

Ice Cream

Weather Permitting

Clown Chips

Sidewalk Sales

Visit www.WestfieldToday.com for a complete listing of store 

and restaurant promotions, demonstrations and sales!

Look for Westfield Realtor Open House ads in the newspapers!

Early Childhood Program 

at Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael 
 
   ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN? 

DO YOU NEED BEFORE OR AFTER CARE? 

ENROLL NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2008 

 

• Complete academic program 

• Small class size 

• State certified teachers 

• Music, Movement, Art and more. 

• Early care 8:00 – 9:00 am 

• After care 2:30 – 5:30 pm 
 

For information: 973-376-0539 x22 
Email: juliebernstein@templebethahmyisrael.com 

www.templebethahmyisrael.com 

NAMI to Discuss Plans
For Patient Release

AREA – The National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) of Union
County will present a free program
on Tuesday, April 22, on New Jersey’s
plan for the release of psychiatric
patients from state hospitals.

It will address the issue of patients
remaining in state psychiatric hospi-
tals long after doctors have recom-
mended their release, due to the short-
age of supervised housing and com-
munity treatment programs to meet
patients’ needs following discharge.
With its plan, the state hopes to settle
a 2005 lawsuit brought by a federally
funded advocacy group representing
the legal interests of disabled people.

Guest speakers Jon Poag, deputy
director, and Barbara Neary and Patti
Holland, assistant directors, from the
Division of Mental Health Services
will address timing and funding for
the plan, plus progress made so far.

Audience questions are welcome.
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. at the
Osceola Presbyterian Church, located
at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark. For
more information, call (908) 233-
1628 or visit nami-nj-uc.org.

GW Class Conducts
Spring Clothing Drive
GARWOOD – Garwood eighth

graders will hold their spring cloth-
ing drive fundraiser on Saturday, April
26, from 8 a.m. to noon.

The drop-off zone is located at Lin-
coln School on Second Avenue.

The items being collected include
clothing, linens, handbags, belts,
shoes and stuffed animals.

Donators should note that the cloth-
ing will not be shredded.

The class will also arrange to pick
up donations at homes on the day of
the drive.

Those who wish to take part in the
fundraiser should put bags of clothes
on their front steps on the pick-up
day. The class will come by and col-
lect them.

Anyone who would like to arrange
an early pick up should call Bob
Woelpper at (908) 625-7865 or Karen
at (908) 233-8104.

(HEALTHY) SMILE !…Elaine Swingle, a local dentist, and her staff recently visited
Westfield elementary schools during Dental Health Month this past February. Above,
from left to right, Dr. Swingle, Rachel Benko, dental assistant, and Donna Dowling,
dental hygienist, after helping to promote the value of good oral health, pose with
McKinley second graders, from left to right, Jack, Asia, Sydney and Connor.

Dentist, Staff Visit
Westfield Elem. Schools

WESTFIELD – Elaine Swingle,
who has practiced general dentistry
in Westfield for 28 years, along with
some of her staff, joined three third-
grade classes at Washington Elemen-
tary School and four second-grade
classes at McKinley Elementary
School during Dental Health Month
this past February.

Dr. Swingle’s goal was to promote
the value of good oral health and to
suggest preventative measures to stu-
dents.

A video addressed issues ranging
from the benefits of fluoride and the
importance of wearing a mouth guard
during physical activities.

Donna Dowling, Dr. Swingle’s reg-
istered dental hygienist, talked to kids
about proper oral hygiene and sug-
gested avoiding unhealthy foods and
sticky candies.

Rachel Benko, Dr. Swingle’s reg-
istered dental assistant, demonstrated
the proper brushing technique using
a large model of teeth and an over-
sized toothbrush.

“I’m going to teach what [Dr.
Swingle and her staff] taught me. I’m
going to teach my brothers, too,” a
second grader from McKinley said.

P.E.O. Installs Officers,
Posts Convention Date
WESTFIELD – P.E.O. Chapter U

of Westfield installed its new offic-
ers, March 5, at the home of Lee
Mumford of Basking Ridge. A phil-
anthropic and educational organiza-
tion, P.E.O. is dedicated to promoting
educational opportunities for women.

Midge Hogan of Warren was in-
stalled as president. Also installed
were Lee Mumford, vice president;
Marge McCornick of Westfield, trea-
surer; Cindy McCracken of Warren,
recording secretary; Betty Evans of
Mountainside, corresponding secre-
tary; Charlotte Broadwell of
Westfield, chaplain, and Sue Miller
of Basking Ridge as guard.

The 66th annual convention of the
New Jersey State Chapter of P.E.O.
will take place Friday and Saturday,
April 25 and 26, at the Sheraton at
Woodbridge Place in Iselin. Susan
Baker, 2nd Member of the Interna-
tional IPS Committee, will be the
guest of honor.

Former New Jersey Governor
Christine Todd Whitman will be the
guest speaker. Chapter U delegates
attending will be Cindy McCracken
and Marge McCornick.

For more information on the orga-
nization, visit peo-international.org
or call Cindy McCracken at (908)
647-0217.

SP’s Scholar Makes
Berklee Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Berklee Col-
lege of Music announced that Laurynn
Scholar of Scotch Plains has earned
placement on the dean’s list for the
fall semester of the 2007 academic
year.

Laurynn is seeking a degree in
Music Therapy. To be eligible for this
honor, a full-time student must
achieve a grade point average of 3.4
or above; a part-time student must
achieve a grade point average of 3.6
or above.

The Berklee curriculum focuses on
practical career preparation for
today’s music industry.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 

 
Gray Funeral Home   Gray Memorial Funeral Home 
318 East Broad Street   12 Springfield Avenue 
Westfield, New Jersey  07090  Cranford, New Jersey  07016 
William A. Doyle Mgr.   Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.  
NJ License Number 2325   NJ License Number 3707 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Charles J. Tombs 
NJ License Number 4006 

Director 

(908) 233 -0143      (908) 276 - 0092 

At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

YOUNG AUTHORS…Renowned children’s book author Suzy Kline, center, joins
students at Westfield’s Washington Elementary School March 3 at a luncheon for
the winners of a poster contest celebrating her work. She also addressed the entire
student body about her experiences as an author. Pictured with her, from left to
right, are: Front row, Jordan Lipkind, Joshua Mendelson, Lauren Sgro, Alexandra
Little and Brooke Schaeffer, and back row, Alisha Asija, Sally Susan Heyder
(librarian), Sameena Asija, Jenna Reed, Rebecca Sisto, Sophie Martini, Julia
Wanfried, Logan Robertson, Grace Brown, Sophia Vera and Tomas Taaffe.

VETERAN LEADERSHIP…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post No. 10122 recently presented awards to local winners of the VFW
National Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program. The students had to submit a
three- to five-minute tape on the theme, “My Role in Honoring America’s Veter-
ans.” Katrina Gans of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, pictured at right,
placed first, while Alannah Heffernan and Ashling Coffey, both of Mount Saint
Mary Academy in Watchung, placed second and third, respectively. Katrina was
entered into the District No. 5 (Union County) finals and finished third in the
district. VFW Scholarship Chairman Frank Chupko is pictured at left.

County Residents Complete
Externship at Douglass Col.
AREA – Two Union County resi-

dents recently completed the Associ-
ate Alumnae of Douglass College
(AADC) Extern Program at Douglass
College, the public women’s college
at Rutgers University. The AADC
Extern Program provides Douglass
students with real-world experience
in the field of work they have chosen
or are considering for possible ca-
reers and/or graduate study.

Liliana Lee of Fanwood partici-
pated with Bear Stearns and Com-
pany and Brittney Mack of Linden
participated with Medfit Corporate
Services, Inc.

Established by the AADC more
than three decades ago, the AADC
Extern Program has sponsors who
are typically Douglass alumnae to

provide a hands-on experience for
students. Each sponsor serves as a
role model and mentor. The AADC
Extern Program lasts one or two weeks
and takes place during the student’s
winter or spring break. In some cases,
students work with their sponsor dur-
ing both breaks.

“We’re very proud of Liliana,
Brittney and the other Douglass stu-
dents who have completed the AADC
Extern Program,” said Sheila Kelly
Hampton, AADC president. “We pro-
vide this opportunity for Douglass Col-
lege students to help prepare them for
the world of work. From science labs
to corporate settings to classrooms,
Douglass students are graduating with
hands-on experience that they can share
with potential employers.”

FW Student Makes
Paul Smith Dean’s List

FANWOOD – Wayne Lamore of
Fanwood has been named to the dean’s
list at Paul Smith College for the fall
2007 semester.

Wayne is enrolled in the college’s
Division of Forestry, Natural Re-
sources and Recreation.

Those earning distinction on the
dean’s list must achieve a semester
average of 3.3 or higher to receive
this recognition.

Education/Community News– Obituaries –

Nominations Due April 25
For Outstanding Teachers

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations
for the 11th annual Intermediate
School Outstanding Teacher Award
is Friday, April 25.

Two intermediate school teachers
– one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools – will
be chosen to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 14 at an Optimist
dinner and will be honored at a board
of education meeting in June.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The nominee must be
a full-time teacher in the Westfield
Public Schools in grades 6 to 8 for a
minimum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination letters
to: Outstanding Teacher Award Com-
mittee of the Optimist Club of Westfield,
in care of: Office of the Superintendent,
Westfield Public Schools, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090. Letters
also can be e-mailed to:
optiaward@westfieldnjk12.org.

According to Margaret Dolan, Su-
perintendent of Schools, “The Out-
standing Teacher Award gives deserv-
ing credit to our intermediate school
teachers who provide an education-
ally stimulating and supporting envi-
ronment during the critical stage of
adolescence.”

The Optimist Club of Westfield
also supports the schools and chil-
dren through Project Graduation, the
Freshmen Service Project, Oratori-
cal Contest, Martin Luther King, Jr.
Essay Contest, the Congressional
Seminar and Global Environment
Scholarships and as a co-sponsor for
the Halloween Haunted House.

Previous winners of the award from
Edison include Robert Sanders, Walter
Buda, David Shapiro, Nancy Rygiel,
Gloria White-James, Robert Hild,
Janice Sheridan, Kathleen Zippler,
Teresa Squillace and David Greer.

Roosevelt teachers who have been
honored with the Optimist award in-
clude Frank Nolde, Walter Buda,
Thomas Reynolds, Wendy Masteller,
Jack Martin, Karen Lust, Linda Vail,
Elizabeth Scheuerer, Glen Kurz and
Jeffrey Robbins.

A Fanwood student at Syracuse Uni-
versity worked on the third annual
gala Charity Sports Auction, pre-
sented by the SU Sport Management
Club, which featured alumnus
Donovan McNabb, above.

AADC

Florence Domeshek, 85, Hunter Alumna;
Strong Supporter of Mason Gross School
Florence S. Domeshek, 85, of

Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, March
20, 2007.

Born in New York
City, she lived in Scotch
Plains for 27 years.

Having grown up
during the Great De-
pression, Florence was
careful to prepare her-
self for a “practical” ca-
reer. However, she felt
drawn to the arts and
also studied painting,
which became her life-
long hobby. She gradu-
ated in June 1941 with
a Bachelor of Arts degree, magna
cum laude, after only three-and-a-
half years at Hunter, the premier
women’s college of New York.

With World War II underway, she
married Sol Domeshek and went to
work for the United States Navy, where
she earned awards for outstanding ci-
vilian service. She then enrolled in the
New York University Master of Busi-
ness Administration program, where
she blazed new trails as the sole woman
in otherwise all-male classes. Upon
earning her graduate degree, she was
one of the first women to be inducted
into the business honor society Beta
Gamma Sigma.

Florence was a strong supporter of
the Mason Gross School of the Arts of

Rutgers University in
New Brunswick, both
during the 10 years in
which she oversaw the
school’s budgetary mat-
ters and afterwards, in
her retirement. She and
Sol regularly attended
events, with a particular
affinity for dance. Her
presence is greatly
missed by the entire Ma-
son Gross community.

This past fall, Sol and
the couple’s children,

Steven Domeshek and Marian D.
Schoen, endowed The Florence
Schnepf Domeshek Memorial Merit
Scholarship at the Mason Gross
School of the Arts. It pays tribute to
Florence in perpetuity by awarding
funds to dancers who embody the
same qualities she exhibited through-
out her life: dedication, excellence
and creativity.

Florence also is survived by three
granddaughters, Jeanine Schoen, a
brand manager at Unilever; Heather
Schoen, a graduate student at Hunter
College, and Leahthan Domeshek, a
student at Duke University Medical
School.
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Florence Domeshek

YuPei Chen Yu, Owned Restaurant;
Popular Hostess Enjoyed Singing

Carmelo Spadaro, Accounts Manager;
Was Member of Men’s Cornerstone

Carmelo “Carmen” Spadaro of
Scotch Plains died on Monday, April
7, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Westfield, he was a long-
time resident there before moving to
Scotch Plains 10 years ago.

A graduate of Rutgers College in
Newark, Mr. Spadaro was employed
at Coby Electronics in Queens, N.Y.
for the past two years as national
accounts manager. Prior to that, he
worked as premium accounts man-
ager at Schrade Inc. in Ellenville,
N.Y. for 19 years.

He was a member of the Men’s
Cornerstone at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

He was predeceased by his parents,
Sebastiano and Gelsomina Spadaro.
A brother, Salvatore Spadaro, prede-
ceased him in 2004.

Surviving are his wife of 12 years,
Mary Ann Spadaro, and a son, Nicho-
las Spadaro.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Friday, April 11, at St.
Helen’s Church. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Nicholas
Spadaro Education Fund, 2092 Lyde
Place, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

April 17, 2008

Mary K. Kane, 83
Mary Kathyleen (Welch) Kane, 83,

of Indianapolis, Ind. passed away on
Wednesday, April 9. Mrs. Kane was
the widow of Robert E. Kane.

She was a private duty nurse for
many years and retired in 1990.

Mrs. Kane was a former member of
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church and
the Cathedral High School Mothers
Club, and was an avid bridge player.

Surviving are her sons, Patrick W.
(Joann) and Leo J. (Suzy) Kane of
Westfield; her daughters, Marguerite
(Scott) Galloway and Alicia Kane-
Schnorr; her sister, Virginia Welch
Flannigan; nine grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.

She was preceded in death by eight
brothers and sisters.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
in Indianapolis on Saturday, April 12.

Memorial contributions may be
given to the Alzheimer’s Association
or St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church.

Arrangements were by the Feeney-
Hornak Mortuary in Indianapolis, Ind.
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Adam D. Vasquez, 33
Adam D. Vasquez, 33, of

Bedminster passed away suddenly at
home on Thursday, April 10.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mr.
Vasquez was raised in Puerto Rico
and Westfield. He lived in Bedminster
for the past eight years.

He was a 1994 graduate of Westfield
High School and worked as a diesel
mechanic.

Mr. Vasquez was the devoted son
of Frank and Elizabeth Goddard
Vasquez, the loving brother of Thor
Vasquez and the beloved father of
Logan Vasquez. He also will be deeply
missed and fondly remembered by
his many close friends and relatives.

A funeral service was held on Sun-
day, April 13, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

April 17, 2008

YuPei Chen Yu of Scotch Plains,
affectionately known as Chie Chen,
passed peacefully into heaven on Sat-
urday, April 12, 2008. She was in her
home, surrounded in the love of her
children, family and friends.

Born February 2, 1933 in
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, she was the
daughter of Chen Wen Chi and Wei
She. At the tender age of 3 she lost her
mother, and was lovingly raised by
her stepmother, Chen Lin Mei.

She moved to the United States in
1958, living in Warner Robins, Ga.,
Brooklyn, N.Y. and then for 43 years
on Allen Street on the outskirts of
Chinatown. In 2005, she moved into
the home of her daughter, Janet Blaes.

During the 1970s she was the owner
of Kokoro to Kokoro (Heart to Heart)
Chinese Restaurant and Piano Bar,
located on West 39th Street in New
York City. She would sing all the
popular Chinese/Japanese songs as
well as American favorites. She
earned an article in the New Yorker
magazine naming her as one of New
York’s favorite hostesses.

After she sold the restaurant, she
worked as a hostess to many popular
New York restaurants, such as Mikodo
and Japan’s Kobe Steak House. Her
last place of employment was Jeannie’s
on Mulberry Street in Chinatown.

Her passion for singing was a con-
stant throughout her life, as many of
her neighbors would recall her softly
singing/humming as she climbed up
three flights of stairs to her third-
floor apartment. Even though she was
battling dementia/Alzheimer’s, her
love of singing then became a form of
memory therapy. Her family would
give her lyrical hints and she would
sing them the song. Two of her favor-

ite songs were “Sukiyaki” and “The
Tennessee Waltz.”

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, stepmother and her brother, Wei
Ting Yi.

She is survived by her daughter,
Hsiu-May Lee, her husband, Chih
Lang, and granddaughter, Pei Hsuan,
of Bayside, N.Y.; her grandson, Yen
Feng, and his wife, Carol Chu, of
Taiwan; her daughter, Janet Blaes, and
her husband, Scott, of Scotch Plains;
her sons, Michael MacStoker, his wife,
Mercedes, and her children, Jessica
and Fabrizzio, of Union, and Sonny
Chan and his wife, Nancy Lo, of Paci-
fica, Calif.

She also is survived by her sisters,
Yu Shi (Toki Lau) of Howard Beach,
N.Y. and Chen Yu Ying of Japan, and
her brothers, Chen Yun Ming of Tai-
wan and Chen Ting Fu (Tom) of Flush-
ing, N.Y. She also leaves behind many,
many relatives in Taiwan.

She also leaves behind her dear
friend and caregiver, Mary Yuknus,
and her former husband and friend,
Thomas MacStoker.

The funeral service will be held at
9 a.m. today, Thursday, April 17, at
the Rossi Funeral Home, 1937
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. A
Funeral Mass will follow at 9:30 a.m.
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment will be at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Atlantic Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041.
The family would like to thank the
Hospice organization, which helped
make her final days comfortable,
peaceful and dignified.
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Community Invited to Help
Out on Youth Service Day

CRANFORD – Walnut Avenue
School in Cranford seeks helping
hands from the community to prepare
its gardens for spring planting from 9
a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 26, in
commemoration of Global Youth Ser-
vice Day and Earth Day.

During what has come to be affec-
tionately known as the “Big Dig,”
students, teachers, members of the
PTA Gardening Committee and resi-
dents from the Edward K. Gill and
Lincoln Avenue senior apartments
will be on hand to tend to six gardens
on school grounds – a butterfly flower
garden, a Peter Rabbit herb garden, a
past-PTA-president’s rose garden, a
vegetable garden, a pumpkin patch
garden and a Japanese water garden.

Volunteers, who may include chil-
dren accompanied by adults, are
needed to plant new shrubs, plants,
herbs and trees, and to clean up exist-
ing flowerbeds.

Those planting should bring their
own gloves and shovels, as a limited
number will be on hand.

Those not interested or able to plant
can help out by serving refreshments,
beautifying outdoor spaces and re-
storing birdhouses for the school’s
bird sanctuary.

Walnut Avenue School’s Outdoor
Classroom/Gardens Program, sup-
ported by service-learning grants from
Youth Service America/State Farm and
Learn and Service America, focuses
not only on beautifying public spaces
and providing service to others, but
also on educating students on New
Jersey’s core curriculum content and
workplace readiness standards.

The award-winning program
morphed from its original concept as
a single garden for second-grade sci-
ence study of plants and animals into
a whole-school, multiple-garden, in-
terdisciplinary project ongoing
throughout the year, designed to be a
true model of community coopera-
tion and partnership.

“Walnut’s gardens provide an op-
portunity for kids and the rest of our
community to work together to
achieve a common goal – and get
their hands dirty in the process,”
Stephen Izzo, the district’s manager
of grants and special programs, said.

Mr. Izzo suggested that volunteers
respond to the “Big Dig” coordinator,
and the district’s teacher of the year,
Donna Kull, at
kulldonn@cranfordschools.org or
(908) 709-6253. However, he said in-
dividuals may attend on April 26 with-
out a reservation. In the event of in-
clement weather, “Big Dig” will be
held on Saturday, May 3.

County College to Host
Job Fair on April 24

CRANFORD – On Thursday, April
24, Union County College’s Division
of Counseling Services will host a
job fair on its Cranford campus, lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

The job fair will be held in the
Victor M. Richel Student Commons
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This event is
open to all those currently seeking
employment, including students and
members of the public.

Anyone planning on attending
should come dressed in proper busi-
ness attire and with a résumé that is
complete and ready to hand out.

In addition, tables are still avail-
able to area business owners who
may be interested in attending the job
fair to recruit new employees. For
more information, call May Kortbaoui
at (908) 709-9495 or e-mail
kortbaoui@ucc.edu.

FW Resident Works
At  SU Sports Auction
FANWOOD – Joseph Jacobi of

Fanwood, a Syracuse University (SU)
sophomore majoring in sport manage-
ment, worked on the third annual gala
Charity Sports Auction, presented by
the SU Sport Management Club.

The auction took place on April 8  at
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse, N.Y.

SU trustee and alumnus Donovan
McNabb, five-time NFL Pro Bowl quar-
terback of the Philadelphia Eagles and
a member of the Syracuse All-Century
Football Team, served as the lecture
speaker prior to the auction.

Hundreds of items were sold, includ-
ing sports memorabilia from profes-
sional and collegiate sports teams and
players, as well as non-sports items
ranging from electronics and jewelry to
tickets and restaurant gift certificates.

A portion of the proceeds from the
April 8 charity event and online auc-
tion will benefit the American Diabe-
tes Association and the Sport Man-
agement Club, a student-run organi-
zation of the Department of Sport
Management in SU’s College of Hu-
man Ecology.
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Roosevelt School Paints Over the Past
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They were the vibrant seas of color
whose iridescence dazzled along the
walls of every hallway like waves
under the sun.

They were the bold expressions of
creativity whose mere presence fu-
eled happiness within all.

They were the epitome of the eighth
grade fine-arts class and defined the
term “legacy” for those who partook
in their creation.

They were the murals of Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS), whose
sudden disappearance pierced the
hearts of many with an insipid knife.

I will never forget awkwardly me-
andering to homeroom on my first
day of sixth grade at RIS.

My heart pounded like the bass
drum in a Bon Jovi song as I gazed
down at my schedule, pushing through
random doors and trailing down
whichever hall destiny happened to
lead me to, never letting my eyes drift
from the wrinkled sheet in my hand.

I remember the bell ringing all of a
sudden, scaring me half to death, yet
compelling me to jerk my head up-
ward.

To my surprise, I was staring at a
beautifully painted depiction of Mr.
Peanut. I turned to the left. Clusters of
children donning brightly colored
clothing skateboarded across a per-
fectly blended beige sidewalk.

I turned to the right. Westfield’s
notorious blue devil radiated its evil
grin towards me. Beneath each mas-
terpiece was the imprint of one, or
many, hands, followed by a loopy
name and year of completion etched
in thick black Sharpie ink.

My lips curled into a smile. I was
only an 11-year-old girl desperately
trying to navigate her way around a
whole new world. But, in the heat of
captivation, I lost all track of time,
forgetting where I was and what I was
doing, just gazing at the beauty en-
compassing me and thinking: when
will I be able to do this?

The lengthy tradition at (RIS),
which was unexpectedly cut short
this past spring break, was that eighth-
grade students who chose to take fine
arts as an elective could be granted
the opportunity to paint a mural on
one of the school’s many walls.

Multiple sixth and seventh grad-
ers anticipated their final year at RIS
with an untamable enthusiasm be-
cause it meant their chance to leave
a unique mark upon the school in the
most exciting way: through effer-
vescent paints and a handprint that
could not resemble anybody else’s
but their own.

As a former mural artist and cur-
rent Westfield High School (WHS)
sophomore, news about Roosevelt’s
walls being painted over especially
shattered my heart.

A huge chunk of me lived on
through that large circle gracing the
wall outside of the chorus room,

sponge-painted in a rainbow of col-
ors, with a rendition of an album
cover from The Allman Brothers
Band adorning the inside in tricky
cursive lettering.

Surrounding this mural Meredith
Smith and I completed, were paint-
ings of album covers from bands such
as The Doors and The Talking Heads,
and logos, including the iPod dog
and The Beatles’ submarine.

These were only some of the eye-
catching expressions illuminating the
first floor. The second floor held
even more masterpieces that enlight-
ened everybody’s day, such as Mario
Bros.’ Mario and Luigi, a happy pink
M & M and Mr. Peanut, that “fa-
mously fresh” figure whose smile
alone eased my jittery nerves on that
first journey to homeroom that I en-
dured as a sixth grader.

A significant amount of WHS stu-
dents, who devoted many hours of
time to their work in the halls of RIS
and were endowed with a great sense
of pride through its finalization, are
disheartened by the dismal reality
that their legacies were overridden
by an unpleasant shade of Band-Aid
pink paint. It took only a week during
spring break, without much publi-
cized notice, to erase over 20 years of
student art.

It is heart wrenching to think of
those people who were never granted
the chance to snap a picture of them-
selves besides their painting because
now all that is left in its place is a
strangely bleak abyss of nullity.

Those murals fell under the cat-
egory of our fondest memories of be-
ing an eighth grader. They were the
paintings we would (or thought we
would) keep coming back to as time
went on, constantly presenting them
to our younger siblings, parents and
grandparents with the bubbliest feel-
ings of joy gushing through us.

They were the vivid manifesta-
tions of our inner colors, which figu-
ratively attended the school in our
name even after we graduated. And
just as quickly as it took for one to
grow enamored with them, they were
gone.

I revisited Roosevelt last Thurs-
day afternoon, and my heart sank to
my toes like a lead anchor when I
observed the walls.

While walking down the hallways,
every emotion of warmth and happi-
ness that would once blaze within
me had now perished.

With every turn came the same
vision of dullness, and the feeling
that overwhelmed my heart caused
me to forget ever attending the school
the way it formerly was.

I felt as if someone had thrown me
into an unusual society where every-
thing was, and would always be,
exactly the same. What is the world
without individual expression, color
and legacy? Band-Aid pink.

Alexa is a sophomore at Westfield
High School.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

County Science Program
Discusses Watershed Ecology

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is spon-
soring a special science program that
will visit grammar school classrooms
and community centers to discuss
watershed ecology.

Sixth-grade teachers and local
community groups are encouraged
to register for this free, 45-minute,
in-house science presentation that
relates watershed and environmen-
tal concepts in a meaningful way.

A watershed is a land area that
drains into a river system or other
body of water. Since 1999, these
interactive, “hands-on” earth science
presentations – incorporating a three-
dimensional land use model – have
been receiving positive reviews from
students and teachers alike.

“This is a full period of interesting
material for sixth graders, scouts and

ecology clubs,” said Freeholder Rick
Proctor, liaison to the parks and rec-
reation advisory board. “Kids love
coming to the watershed model and
participating.”

Teachers, students and commu-
nity members will discover how hu-
man behavior can impact the land
and water around them.

Most importantly, the program of-
fers practical solutions that every-
one can implement to reduce pollu-
tion and improve water quality, in-
cluding eliminating or minimizing
the use of pesticides on lawns, pick-
ing up pet waste and not feeding
waterfowl, such as ducks and geese.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, in conjunction with
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the
AmeriCorps New Jersey Watershed
Ambassadors Program, offers the
presentations.

To schedule a presentation or learn
more information about watersheds,
call (908) 527-4032 and ask for the
“Watershed Presentation.”

BEE PREPARED…Ross Workman,
an eighth grader at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, has advanced to the semi-
finalist round to compete in the 2008
New Jersey Geography Bee, which will
take place on April 4. Ross was invited
to compete on the state level, after his
qualifying test scored among the top
100 throughout the state. Ross won
Roosevelt’s school-level bee in Janu-
ary, at which students answered oral
questions on geography, in the first
round of the 20th annual National Geo-
graphic Bee.

Think Purple Week Reminds
Of Drugs, Alcohol Dangers

SCOTCH PLAINS – This week
marks the 21st observance of “Think
Purple” week. Purple ribbons and
banners remind children and adults
of the lives hurt by drug and alcohol
abuse.

For more than two decades, stu-
dents, teachers and volunteers have
built on the purple ribbon theme to
remind Scotch Plains-Fanwood chil-
dren and adults that drugs and alco-
hol hurt children.

Students in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public elementary schools and St.
Bartholomew’s Academy will deco-
rate linked hands and hearts cards
with messages for high school se-
niors, asking them not to drink and
drive, and to avoid drugs.

Middle-school students will write
postcards to graduating seniors, re-
minding them to make responsible
choices as they move on to careers
and college.

Assembly programs in elementary
and middle schools will remind stu-

dents to make healthy choices
throughout their lives. Throughout
the district, students will receive
purple bracelets to wear as reminders
to make healthy choices.

Scouts and other volunteers will tie
ribbons on the trees at the schools,
municipal buildings and public li-
braries.

Banners will inform passers-by
about the purple ribbon’s message –
people who abuse drugs and alcohol
hurt many lives besides their own.

Close to 16,000 people died in al-
cohol-related crashes in 2005 [most
recent statistics available]. Of these,
285 were in New Jersey alone. As a
reminder for all Scotch Plains and
Fanwood drivers, a crashed car will
be towed to the high school’s front
lawn before the senior prom, and it
will be decorated with a purple bow.

For questions or more information
on the program, contact Liz Knodel-
Gordon at (908) 889-7498, or at
lknodel-gordon@spfk12.org.

HOLY TRINITY ROCKS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School Committee
Members get “rocking” as they prepare gift baskets and prizes to be auctioned off
at the school’s second annual Trinity Rocks School Fundraiser, featuring The
Willie Lynch Band. The event will be held on Friday, May 2, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School Auditorium in Westfield. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Daria MacDonald, Doreen Notar, Rose McEwen and Moira Kelly.
For ticket information, visit htisnj.com. This event is open to the public.

CAMPUS NETWORKING…New Jersey City University (NJCU) business alumni
participated in a recent “good E.A.T.S.S.” (Engaging Alumni to Support Stu-
dents) program, a campus series that enables students and guests to interact and
discuss with alumni career options from a wide range of fields. The evening
program was part of NJCU’s “Green and Gold Days,” a week-long homecoming
celebration. Alumni panelists Vijay Sammy, second from left, a certified public
accountant, and Alberto Villalobos of Mountainside, right, an agent and em-
ployee pension specialist with the IRS, gathered with Wanda Rutledge, NJCU
director of alumni relations, Kenneth Freeman, center, a NJCU assistant profes-
sor of business administration, and Jack Egan, second from right, a NJCU
professor of business administration.

LECTURE FOLLOWED BY Q&A

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2008 • 7:30 PM

Kent Place School
42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, New Jersey

Tickets: $20 Adults $10 Students (with student ID)

For more information and ticket purchase, please call
(908) 273-0900, ext. 313 or visit www.kentplace.org

KENT PLACE SCHOOL PROUDLY PRESENTS THE

14TH ANNUAL SPEAKERS SERIES 2008

ACTRESS AND

EMMY AWARD-WINNINGWRITER

SONIA
MANZANO
REACHING FORTHE STARS

For over 30 years,

Sonia Manzano has

inspired, educated

and delighted children

and families as

“Maria” on
Sesame Street.

Breaking ground

as one of the first

Latino characters

on national television,

she continues to

contribute to enriching

diversity on television,

on the stage and in

the educational realm.

Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 26

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, April 27)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

Please RSVP by April 23 rd

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

WHS Sophomore
Wang Uses His Brain
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School Sophomore Yixiao Wang won
second place in the United States
National Brain Bee championship,
held on March 14 and 15, in Balti-
more.

Yixiao competed with 33 state win-
ners from high schools as far away as
Arizona and North Dakota. During
the competition, a player is elimi-
nated when he or she gives three
wrong answers.

Yixiao was one of only two players
left on the stage after 11 rounds of
questions. The final winner was not
determined for another 15 rounds of
questions until Yixiao answered three
questions incorrectly, while the other
competitor from Washington, D.C.
gave two wrong answers.

Yixiao won the New Jersey Brain
Bee, held at Liberty Science Center,
on January 26. The bee is designed to
motivate young people and inspire
them to pursue careers in brain-re-
lated research fields.

Yixiao Wang

Streaman Makes
Oratory Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Ninth grader
Connor Streaman, the son of Donna
and Michael Streaman of Westfield,
was named to the Oratory Preparatory
School Honor Roll in Summit for the
second quarter. For this distinction,
Connor maintained a grade point av-
erage of 85, with no grade below an
80. His name was inadvertently omit-
ted from the overall listing printed in
The Westfield Leader.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 20 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
109 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS…Timothy Williams, right,
community outreach manager at Elizabethtown Gas Company, presents Lawrence
Feinsod, Cranford Public School District’s superintendent of schools, with a
check for $2,500, in order to support the district’s special programs. Stephen Izzo,
the district’s manager of grants and special programs, arranged the grant. This
marks Eizabethtown Gas’s second donation supporting public education in
Cranford in the past year.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 13-18

High School Juniors! 

        
Coaches and Admissions' Officers  

Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!! 

 
Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today! 

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com 

DEVILS BLANK RAIDERS, SHALLCROSS TOPS KRUEGER

Blue Devils Slash Lancers, 5-0,
Despite Tennis Lineup Change

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many future opponents of the
Westfield High School boys tennis
team that won the Tournament of
Champions (TOC) last year and fin-
ished 30-0 would be astonished to
see this year’s lineup change. That
change has demonstrated the true
competitive depth of the Blue Dev-
ils, especially with their 5-0 shutouts

of Scotch Plains-Fanwood on April 9
and Livingston on April 10.

Last year, the Blue Devils won the
TOC with Kevin Shallcross at first
singles, Ravi Netravali at second
singles, James Chu at third singles,
Dean Thompson and Akis Evangelidis
at first doubles, and Justin Snyder
and Graeme Stahl at second doubles.

Against the Raiders, Shallcross,
who was injured during the Union

County Tournament (UCT) last year,
defeated Ryan Krueger, last year’s
UCT first singles champ, 6-4, 3-6, 6-
1. The two are no strangers to each
other and Shallcross has won every
meeting.

“This was the eighth time I have
played him in high school. Yesterday
was definitely a tough match. I thought
I played a really good third set but it

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 23th – June 26th, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil

Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 30th - July 3rd, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.orgwww.curlfilms.com

SPECIALIZING IN:
Sports Highlight Videos

Theatrical Events
DVD Duplication

Internet Commercials
Filming and Editing

(908) 612-5710

Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

The REAL ESTATE Market is ALIVE and WELL 
 

When you are ready to BUY, SELL or INVEST  I m ready to help. 
 

GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®    CELL:  908.477.5379 
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  “Save the Date”

     SUMMER TRAVEL

  BASEBALL TRYOUTS

   Sunday, May 4

MOSIER, D’ANNUNZIO HR, OLSEN RIPS WINNING RBI

Blue Devils Dodge Bullet, Nip
Raider Nine in Seventh, 13-12

MATTHEW Ks’ 9, HOMERS; ABRUZZO, 3-FOR-4, 3RBI

Lady Blue Devils Roll Early,
Rock Softball Raiders, 12-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“It ain’t over till it’s over!” The
famous “Yogism” bellowed oh so
clearly in the season’s first meeting
between the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
and Westfield on April 14. What ini-
tially appeared to be a five-inning
wipeout turned out to be a seven-
inning battle for survival, which was
decided on the final at-bat in the Blue
Devils’ 13-12 victory.

Pitching prowess was not at its
premium as the 4-0 Blue Devils sent
four pitchers to the mound and the 4-
2 Raiders sent three. Blue Devil start-
ing pitcher Chris Jenkins, although
he yielded just an unearned run in his
first three innings, did experience
control problems, yielding five walks
and a single in those innings. In his
final inning, the fourth, Jenkins added
two more walks but got tagged for a
two-run home run from Raider lead-

off hitter Joe D’Annunzio and an RBI
triple from James Dinizo. Jenkins
finished with six strikeouts.

The Blue Devils jumped on Raider
starting pitcher Brian Piccola in the
first inning for six runs on three walks
and three hits, which included a two-
run single from Mike Cappiello and a
three-run homer from Mike Mosier.

“The first pitch was a curve ball.
He threw me a fast ball outside and
then he threw me the next one inside
and I just turned on it,” Mosier re-
called. “I really don’t look for home
runs. I just try to do whatever helps
the team.”

The Blue Devils added five more
runs in the third to take an 11-1 lead
and it seemed the game was destined
to end in five innings. Evan Shapiro
(2-for-4, 2 runs scored) yanked a

three-run double and scored on a wild
pitch, and Mike Clark, who went 3-
for-3 with three runs scored, drilled
an RBI single.

“I felt good at bat. I was relaxed. I
stayed back, waited to drive up the
middle and made good contact,” ex-
plained Clark.

After D’Annunzio and Dinizo con-
tributed their power in the fourth in-
ning, the game promised to go more
than five innings. Blue Devil Mike
Melillo hit an RBI double in the fifth
to make the score 12-4 but the Raid-
ers brought down the house in the
sixth with an eight-run wrecking ball,
which included six hits, three wild
pitches, a passed ball and five walks.
Nick Bonadies (3 walks, 3 runs) and
Kevin Maroney each drilled an RBI

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Total Team” was the theme for the
4-1 Westfield High School softball
team as it rocked host Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 12-1, on April 14. The Blue
Devils played a solid game defen-
sively and offensively, while group-
ing 11 hits, including a two-run home
run from Cyndil Matthew.

Matthew, the starting pitcher, struck
out five Raiders, allowed just two hits
and walked none in her three innings.
Reliever Jamie Wisnowski (2-0) al-
lowed one hit and three walks, while
recording two strikeouts. Brianne
Mahoney took the loss.

“We just could not hit and there
was no strategy to this. We had very
few base runners and we left Kelly
Cianciotta out there a couple of times,”
said Raider Head Coach Kelly Co-
vert. “Mahoney was fine. She’s hit-
ting spots. She stays tough but they’re
just a good hitting team. It just was
not our day.”

“Saturday was a bit of a rough pitch-
ing day, so I went to practice, came out
more confident with all my pitches

and used a lot more movement today.
That was the key,” said Matthew.

The Blue Devils jumped to a 3-0
lead in the top of the first inning on a
two-run double by Krissy Wendel
and an RBI single by Katie Abruzzo
(3-for-4). In the bottom of the inning,
the Raiders had Kelly Cianciotta on
third and Katie Cornacchia on sec-
ond with one out. Matthew, however,
fanned the next two batters.

“Anytime when you are the visitors
and you come out and score runs in
the first inning, it certainly gets mo-
mentum on your side and the girls did
exactly what we wanted them to do.
Matthew got on in the leadoff, then
soon after that we had four hits in a
row that really got the offense going,”
said Westfield Head Coach Tara Pi-
gnoli. “I think the last couple of games
we struggled offensively and we just
try to tell the girls, settle in, don’t try
to kill the ball, make contact and they
did a very good job of that today.”

Westfield added a run in the second
inning after Alex Pecora walked,
swiped second base then advanced
on an overthrow and scored on

Abruzzo’s single. The 3-2 Raiders
gasped in the top of the third when
Matthew blasted her two-run homer
deep into never-never land, giving
the Blue Devils a 6-0 advantage.

“I was waiting for my pitch and it
came, a fast ball straight down the
middle, 3-0, I took it,” explained
Matthew.

“I try to hit the ball hard and stay
confident because one of the things
you learn is never be negative on
yourself. Watching her during warm-

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/SPF Baseball
SPF/Westfield Softball

Westfield/Pingry Lacrosse
SPF/Plainfield Softball

Westfield/Livingston Tennis
Union County U19 Rugby

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE JOB DONE…Blue Devil Dean Thompson moved up to first singles and defeated Livingston Lancer Brad
Jeddis, 6-3, 6-1. The Blue Devils moved on to win the Delbarton Tournament on April 13. See page 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A VERY TOUGH BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL…Blue Devil Mike Clark, who went 3-for-3 with three runs scored, leads
off the bottom of the seventh and gets hit by a pitch. Clark scored the winning run on Justin Olsen’s RBI single.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This past winter it was the girls’
turn. Senior Alexi Kuska and sopho-
more Suzanne Lembert led an assault
on the WHS girls swimming record
board that ended with five individual
records broken – two each by Kuska
and Lemberg, one by freshman Becky
DeLaFuente – and all three relays.

It was a staggering effort by the
girls, who punctuated their season
under first-year coach Brooke Smith
with a second straight state Public A
championship and a state-record
4,809 power points.

Next year look for the boys team,
despite the loss of sprinter deluxe Matt
Green and some outstanding second-
ary guys, to do some major rewriting
of their record board. It hasn’t been
touched since mid-December 1998,
when Seth (Stubby) Burstein cel-
ebrated getting early admission into
Yale by breaking Brendan Lechner’s
school record in the 100 butterfly.

And it will be Chris DeLaFuente
and Matt Meserole bringing the big-
gest erasers.

The records most likely to fall to
DeLaFuente are the 200 freestyle
(1:42.54, Chris McFadden, 1987), the
100 butterfly (51.83, Burstein) and
the 100 freestyle (47.17, Aaron We-
ber, 1988), after he swam 1:42.95,
51.33 and 47.59, respectively, in those
events at the state Junior Olympic
championships last month.

“DeLa” — whose older sister Jackie
(’06) narrowly missed the WHS the
100 breaststroke mark before gradu-
ating and moving on to Amherst Col-
lege — currently ranks sixth, second

Future Is Beyond Bright
For WHS Boys Swimmers

and fifth in those events on the WHS
Top 15 List. He also had a personal-
best 22.13 in the 50 free and 1:57.66
in the 200 individual medley.

And DeLaFuente also went 1 .44 in
the 100 breast at JOs, so he (along
with WHS freshman Larry Zhang
1:01.9 and junior Matt Morgan 1:03
low) could join Dave Schwartz, Pat
Daurio and Rich Andrews in WHS’s
exclusive sub-minute club.

Meanwhile, Meserole is no longer
just knocking on the door of the 100
backstroke mark (52.38, Darren
Hertell, 1993) after going 52.33 at Y
Nationals. He also posted lifetime bests
in the 100 butterfly (53.85) and 500
free (4:56.10) at JOs, and in the 200
IM (1:59.95), 100 free (49.59), 200
free (1:45.16), 100 breast (1:05.41)
and 200 back (1:54.41) at Y Nationals.

In addition to DeLaFuente, who will
be a senior, and Meserole, just a junior
next winter, coach Jeff Knight’s deep
stable of talented swimmers includes
seniors-to-be Morgan, Evan Paulan
and Max Blum, juniors-to-be Mike
Oster, John Taylor and Andrew
Cordiero, and sophomores-to-be
Zhang, Jack Lorentzen and Nick Boyle.

DeLaFuente and Meserole paired
with either Paulan, Morgan, Blum,
Oster, Zhang, Lorentzen or Boyle, is
a serious threat to all three school
relay records: 1:37.28 in the medley,
1:28.35 in the 200 free and 3:14.92 in
the 400 free.

It’s wildly thrilling to think of the
possibilities. And, even better is the
thought of adding the 22nd boys and
12th girls state championship tro-
phies to the WHS trophy case. Both
figure to enter the season as the “team
to beat.”

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
To criticize without correcting is a

waste of time.
THIS AND THAT

This is a big week for the track and
field aficionados. It starts with
Saturday’s all-day Blue Devil Invita-
tional, followed by a huge dual meet
Tuesday against SP-F at Kehler Sta-
dium and concludes next weekend
with WHS’s annual trip to Philadel-
phia to compete in the historic Penn
Relays. Tuesday’s meet with the Raid-
ers, a perennial state power in track
and field, figures to be the meet of the
year, since WHS coach Jack Martin
has one of his strongest teams ever
and since SP-F is still smarting from
last year’s loss, which ended its 20-
plus-year winning streak. If you’re
only going to catch one meet this
year, this is the one. Get Jacked!

The WHS baseball team will join
host Hunterdon Central along with
Hudson Catholic and Notre Dame
this Saturday for the Red Devil Spring
Classic in Raritan Township. In the
10:30 a.m. games, WHS plays Hudson
Catholic at the Jack Cust Baseball
Academy on Route 31, while the host
plays Notre Dame at the high school
field, a mile or so south on Route 31.
All four teams come back at 3:15

p.m., with the morning winners play-
ing at the high school, while the morn-
ing losers meet at the Cust Academy.

The smoke has cleared from the
challenge matches for the WHS boys
tennis team and the results are inter-
esting. Earning the three singles slots
were incumbent Kevin Shallcross at
No. 1, along with Dean Thompson at
No. 2 and Greg (Pong) Luppescu at
No. 3. Coach George Kapner has
three potent doubles teams: Ravi
Netravali and Justin Snyder, Evan
Eisenberg and James Chu, Graeme
Stahl and Adam Reich. The defend-
ing state champions opened their tour-
nament season last weekend with a
victory at the Delbarton Invitational,
beating the host 3-2 in the final.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Former WHS captains Danielle

Coleman and Jessica Bender are ma-
jor contributors to the Connecticut
College women’s tennis team. Bender,
a sophomore, plays No. 3 singles and
Coleman, a senior captain, is at No. 4
and both play doubles for the Camels
(honest!), who were 6-4 at this writ-
ing. Another Westfield resident com-
peting at the New London school is
Grant Moryan, an outstanding sopho-
more swimmer who went to Oratory.

Mike Streaman (’04), a junior at
Montclair State, pitched four strong
innings of relief in a 6-5 10-inning
loss to The College of New Jersey.
Streaman allowed two hits and struck
out four, giving him season’s totals
of: 12 games, 13.1 innings, seven
hits, three runs, four walks, 13
strikeouts and a 2.03 ERA.

HONOR ROLL
Ed Roll, the father of Christina (Kiki)

Roll, tri-captain of WHS’s state cham-
pion 1982 girls swim team, will be
inducted into the Pingry School Hall
of Fame, Friday, May 16, 6 p.m., at the
Pingry School, now located in Ber-
nards Township. A member of Pingry’s
undefeated 1947 golf team, that won
the Union County Tournament when
the school was located in Hillside,
around the corner from what is now
Kean University, Ed Roll was one of
the top players for years at Echo Lake
Country Club, winning club champi-
onships in 1973 and again in 1979.

WHO’S NO. 1?
High school sports in New Jersey

have been organized under the New
Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic
Association’s banner since 1918.
There have been thousands of team
and individual state champions
crowned over that 90-year period.
Did you ever wonder what schools
have won the most team and indi-
vidual titles?

The Devil’s Den has spent well
over a decade researching those num-
bers, and with the help of a grant last
summer from some interested local
individuals and WHS fans/graduates,
spent nearly every day last summer
either at NJSIAA headquarters or the
Trenton Library trying to finish off
the project.

The research, which includes 29
varsity sports and well over 300 pub-
lic high schools, is in the final stages
and, hopefully, will be completed in a
week or two.

Who will be No. 1?
Asbury Park? Atlantic City? Ber-

nards? Bloomfield? Bridgeton?
Bridgewater-Raritan? Camden?
Cherry Hill East or West? Columbia?
Elizabeth? Glen Ridge? Haddonfield?
Highland Park? Long Branch?
Millburn? Montclair? Moorestown?
Morristown? Mountain Lakes? Nep-
tune? Newark Central? Newark South
Side/Shabazz? Passaic? Paterson
Eastside? Paulsboro? Phillipsburg?
Plainfield? Ridgewood? Shawnee?
Somerville? Trenton? Union?
Westfield? Woodbury?

Find out in the final Devil’s Den of
the 2007-08 year on June 12.

SHOP-RITE UPDATE
After a slow start in the fall, WHS

picked up 30 points this winter from
state championships in bowling, boys
swimming and girls swimming to get
right into the thick of the race for the
fifth Shop-Rite Cup, awarded to the
state’s best athletic schools in each
group size.

WHS finished second in Group 4
last year by four points (54-50) to
Southern Regional, down in Stafford
Township, near Long Beach Island.

Points are awarded as follows: 10
for a team state group champion, eight
for runner-up, six for third place and
four for fourth place. There is also a
three-point addition for any school
not having any disqualifications.
(WHS lost six points, and the Group
4 title, last year due to two player
ejections.)

This spring is potentially a strong
one for WHS. The boys tennis team is
defending state champions, while
golf, baseball, softball and boys track
all have teams capable of going all
the way.

Previous Shop-Rite Cup winners
for Group 4 are Shawnee (2004),
Ridgewood (2005), Bridgewater-
Raritan (2006) and Southern (2007).

DID YOU KNOW?
It’s been over 40 years since the

WHS tennis team’s last tie. It came in
the second match of the 1967 season,
a 2-2 draw with then-archrival Pingry
in Hillside. The only other ties in
school history came way back in 1926,
1930 and 1946.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Kevin
Shallcross. The senior four-year vet-
eran won all three of his first-singles
matches in straight sets as WHS beat
Chatham, Bridgewater-Raritan and
the host to capture the Delbarton In-
vitational.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
plaints, comments and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Heroux, Gray Break Record
At Colt’s Neck Track Relays
Westfield High School senior Bran-

don Heroux and sophomore Pat Gray
put together a combined distance of
346’9” to break the meet record in the
javelin at the Colt’s Neck Relays on
April 12. Heroux, with a toss of
196’8”, broke the Union County “new
javelin” record of 196’5” set by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Eric Ledder
in 1986. Gray’s toss was 150’1”. The
county record with the “older” style
of javelin was 236’2” set by Raider
John Towle in 1983.

Blue Devils Andrew Flood (203.8)
Gray (2:01.1), Josh Einbinder (2:00.9)
and Alex Tarlow (1:58.2) crossed first
in the 4x800 meters. Adam Bergo at
45 feet and Malcolm Allen at 40’10”
took first in the triple jump with a
distance of 85’10”. Bergo at 21’1”
and Allen at 19’9” placed second in
the long jump with a distance of
40’10”. Jhaksye Williams, Mike
Mathews, Craig Cognetti and Ricardo
Johnson crossed second in the 4x200
at 1:31.7.

Raider Mike Alleman, with a shove
of 60’10”, and Jason Boff combined
to win the shot put with a distance of

100’11”. Mike Ragan (4:48.7), Dan
Sapienza (4:41.8 personal record
[PR]) Martin Sweeney (4:36 PR) and
Pat Doliber (4:31.6 PR) crossed first
in the boys 4x1,600 with a time of
18:38.31.

“We came from behind to win by
nearly 100 meters,” said Raider coach
Jeff Koegel. “We back-loaded this
relay a bit, and used the traffic and
lapped runners to pull ourselves
along.”

Raiders Cassy Valdes, Ali Pearl,
Cathy Harley and Brittney Veeck
placed seventh in the girls 4x800 to
set a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School record with a time of 9:47.71.
Louvon Powell, in his first season of
spring track, cleared 6’0" PR in the
high jump and Whitney Adams had
the No. 2 performance of the day in
the triple jump at 33’4".

Blue Devils Tessa Schaaf, Rose
Driscoll, Lisa Nehring and Cat
Cognetti placed fourth in the girls
4x800. Ashley Edwards, Emily J.
Harris, Casey Reimlinger and Kelly
Irving placed sixth in the 4x200 with
a time of 1:51.54.

Devil of the Week
Kevin Shallcross

Golf

Blue Devil Golfers Jar
No. 4 Princeton, 198-202

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong indications of how well the
7-1 Westfield High School golf team
would size up against top teams in the
state were answered on April 9 at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

“We played Newark Academy, fa-
vored by The Star-Ledger to win the
Parochial B and we lost by one shot, so
we had a good match with them earlier
in the week,” “Today, we play
Princeton, (4-1) ranked No. 3 or No. 4
in the state and unfortunately my num-
ber one player, I just found out, has
food poisoning, so we’ll see how the
other players can rise to the occasion
today,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
John Turnbull prior to the match.

The Blue Devils responded with a
198-202 victory. Princeton’s Jon
Bichsel came up with the best nine by
shooting a 36. Blue Devils senior Co-
Captain Dan Liebowitz and Nick
Livolsi were tied at 37, with Princeton
Curtis Smith coming in at 39. Blue
Devils Dave Pusar had a 40, Kevin
Russell shot a 41 and Brandon Molson
finished up with a 43.

Looking to reclaim the Watchung
Conference title (WCT), captured by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
last year, coach Turnbull said, “We

have most of our team back from last
year. We have our top three with Nick,
Dan and Dave Pusar and I have been
very happy so far with a young sopho-
more, Dave Athenson, who’s really
stepped up and has played very well.
He’s actually in third place right now,
while sophomore Kevin Russell also
has gotten better.”

“I’m looking forwards to the Con-
ference tournament next week and
then the County Tournament, along
with some other big dates,” said
Liebowitz. “We’re really not looking
to one person especially to win the
match because that’s not how it gets
done. We need everyone, who plays,
to have a consistent solid round. If we
all play our game and stick to what
we’re used to, we really should have
no problem further down the road.”

Westfield Takes Third
At Blue Devil Tourney
Hunterdon Central captured the team

title with a total of 312 (12 holes
played) at the Blue Devil Golf Tourna-
ment, featuring eight of the finest teams
in the state, at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield on April 14. The
hosting Blue Devils placed third at
335, just one stroke behind Mainland.

Hunterdon Central also took the
top-three spots in the individual re-
sults with John Fagan shooting a one-
under-par 46, followed by Evan
Shields at 47 and Greg Doerr at 49.
Blue Devil Dan Liebowitz placed
seventh at 51. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider Brian Pak and Blue Devils
Sean Elliott and Dave Pusar tied for
16th with 54 scores. Blue Devils Nick
LiVolsi and Mike Fietkiewicz fired
56 and 57, respectively.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A GOOD SCORE…Blue Devil Co-Captain Dan Liebowitz shot a 1-
over par 37 against Princeton. He also placed seventh with a 51 for 12 holes in the
Blue Devil Tournament.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Maureen in,
and she’ll bring results!

Maureen Illanovsky

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/20  1-5PM
221 Roger Avenue

WESTFIELD . . . Enjoy the convenience of one floor living in the beautifully maintained
Expanded Ranch on a quiet street in Westfield. Entrance foyer leads to a sunken living room,
formal dining room, eat in kitchen, three bedrooms and a full bath. The second level has a
fourth bedroom and powder room; plus an attic room for storage, or can be finished as a fifth
bedroom or family room. This second level has potential for a mother/daughter, master bedroom
suite, or guest quarters. A corner lot with garage & driveway plus a fully fenced in yard with
in ground pool and large shed. Just minutes to the Garden State Parkway.  $629,900.
DIRECTIONS: Central Avenue to Roger Avenue.  MLS # 2504140

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Rose in,
and she’ll bring results!

Rose Hughes

Call For
More Information!

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD . . . Spacious 4 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath Center Hall Colonial w/au pair suite.
Home boasts full finished basement, fenced-in yard & large deck. Hardwood floors,
abundant closet space, underground sprinkler & central vac are just a few amenities.
$899,000.  MLS # 2506733
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HEWETT FIRES IN 3; BERNSTEIN, 1 GOAL, 2 ASSISTS

Pingry Captures Bristol Cup,
Tops Blue Devil Laxmen, 10-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities came and went for
the Westfield High School boys la-
crosse team but the Pingry Big Blue
took advantage of almost all of its
opportunities and strutted out of Gary
Kehler Stadium with a 10-6 victory
and the prized Bristol Cup on April 9.

The Blue Devils have won the cup,
named for former Westfield and
Pingry coach Tony Bristol, the past
two seasons but it was the Big Blue’s
ability to easily penetrate the youth-
ful defensive unit that made the dif-
ference. The 0-4 Blue Devils ruled in
face-offs, 12-7, shots on goal, 41-29,
ground balls and time of possession,
but not goals. Pingry goalie Dylan
Westerhold finished with 18 saves.

“It was clear! We dominated time
of possession, yet every time they had
the ball they got quality shots and
scored. At this point of the season,
four games in, we are still making
mistakes each game, and that can’t
happen at the varsity level,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Marc Silbergeld.

Pingry’s sharpshooter Henry
Burchenal was the cleverest oppor-
tunist with five goals and an assist.

“That is what’s disappointing in

that we have already identified him
before the game as their shooter. When
we know how to stop teams and then
we don’t execute it, it’s extremely
disappointing,” said coach Silbergeld.

The Blue Devils have been ham-
pered by injuries throughout the
lineup in their previous games but
attacker Harry Bernstein and
midfielder Andrew Rosenberg came
off the injured list in hopes to fortify
the offense. Bernstein managed to
contribute a goal and two assists.

“Certainly it hurts not having the
same personnel every game. We re-
ally have been bitten hard by the
injury bug this season. But they were
both out there today and it didn’t
make that much of a difference, un-
fortunately,” said coach Silbergeld.
“We just have to keep building. Every
time we step on the field, we have to
get better and better.”

Sophomore midfielder Connor
Hewett led the Blue Devils with three
goals. Midfielders Tim Werner and Gus
Gibbons each added a goal. Eric Hynes
(1 assist) and Abram Bernstein each
netted two goals and Cary Corrigan
scored one for the 2-1 Big Blue.

Hewett scored first with 10:32 on
the clock but Buchenal answered in

less than a minute to tie the score. Six
minutes later, Bernstein scored but
the tide seemed to change when
Corrigan intercepted a Westfield in-
side attack, sprinted downfield and
hopped the ball into the net to tie the
score. Then with 19 seconds left in
the first quarter, Burchenal scored,
making the score 3-2. Burchenal
added two more stuffs and Werner hit
his goal in the second quarter.

Hewett and Gibbons came back
with goals in the third quarter, while
Burchenal scored on a little tap in
with 11 seconds left after the ball
slipped from Blue Devil goalie Kyle
Wright’s grasp. Beginning with
Burchenal’s fifth goal early in the
fourth quarter, Pingry scored four
straight goals to define the fate of the
game. Hewett hit his third goal with
1:55 remaining.

“I was very disappointed with the
effort all over the field today. It was
definitely a winnable game. It was a
game that we had opportunities to put
them away early and we didn’t capi-
talize. That’s been our problem all
season, unforced errors and not capi-
talizing,” said coach Silbergeld.
Pingry 3 2 1 4 10
Westfield 2 1 2 1 6

MAHONEY TOSSES SHUTOUT, GOINES RAPS 2-RUN HR

Raiders’ First Inning Strike
Stops Cardinals in Five, 11-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Raiderland” proved to be quite a
hostile environment for the visiting
Plainfield Cardinal softball team on
April 9. Capitalizing on 12 hits, high-
lighted by a colossal two-run homerun
by Stephanie Goines, and triples by
Rachel Parker and Saxony Nielson,
the 3-1 Raiders made it all look too
easy with an 11-0 victory in just five
innings.

Senior pitcher Brianne Mahoney,
backed up by a strong infield, retired
all 15 straight batters, recorded six
strikeouts and walked none.

“I tell the girls you never pass over
anyone. You have to come out and
play like you’re playing a Westfield,
playing a Cranford. We know what
we need to do and what we’re going
to do,” said Raider Head Coach Kelly
Covert. “It’s a lot of conversation and
it is a lot of energy to try to get them
fired up. I have a great bunch of girls
and they know what they need to do

but it is hard to keep that energy level
up in games like this. It’s tough, but
this group of kids, they want to win
and they realize we have to do some-
thing this season because we do have
a lot of people who are going to be
moving. The time is now and they
know that.”

The Raiders marched 15 batters to
the plate in the bottom of the first and
touched off an 11-run rampage on 12
hits. Leadoff hitter Kelly Cianciotta
(3-for-3) ripped a double deep to left,
Nicole Colineri managed to walk and
Goines zinged a one-out single, load-
ing the bases. Nikki Mineo (3-for-3)
and Nielson each rifled two-run
doubles and DiNizo trotted to first on
a free pass. Next, Mahoney helped
her cause with an RBI single, swiped
second and scored on a triple by Parker
to make the score 6-0.

The Raiders’ offensive blitz con-
tinued. Cianciotta thumped an RBI
single, Colineri sliced a double, Katie
Cornacchia rapped an RBI single and

Goines blasted a two-run homer over
the left fielder’s head. Mineo singled
and Nielson closed the show with an
RBI triple to deep center field.

“Today, it was like practice. I
worked on my screwball to try to get
my inside pitch more effective be-
cause I know that is something I need
to have against a team like Cranford
and Westfield.” said Mahoney. “De-
fensively, my team has been so good
behind me and I feel completely con-
fident in them.”

“Never overlook any team but, in
these kind of games, you just work on
mechanics and technique and work
out the kinks. It’s also an opportunity
to get the other girls in the game as
well,” said Cianciotta. As the leadoff
hitter, it’s definitely getting on base
and move around for the other girls to
hit me in. Otherwise, just pump up
the team and be a leader to start off the
game.”
Plainfield 0 000 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood  (11) 000 x 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE MAJORITY OF THE FACE-OFFS…Blue Devil senior midfielder Sean Mack, No. 10, won 12 of 19 face-
offs against the Pingry Big Blue. See picture on page 16.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $1,249,000
6 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial. This notable gem sits high on a knoll overlooking 2.24 acres.
An elegantly appointed home boasting quality architectural details and modern amenities
combined with a light infused floor plan. 9 car oversized garage, 3 fireplaces, partially finished
basement, in-ground pool, eat-in-kitchen, and formal dining room.  MLS # 2481118

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/20  1-5PM $1,369,000

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/20  1-5PM $685,000WESTFIELD COLONIAL $2,750,000

Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the
pinnacle of new construction. Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 5 1/2 baths,
2 story entry foyer flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms. A custom crafted
center island kitchen opens to a large family room with a distinctive wood burning fireplace.
Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will complement the detail
& craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence. Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly
crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite. Customize this home as your
own with the builder.  DIRECTIONS: East Broad St to Woodland Ave.  MLS # 2464450

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a private lane in
Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces, butlers
pantry with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers and
a 48" range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling w/
crown molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite
includes California closets and a Jacuzzi tub.  MLS # 2494177

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $829,000
Welcome to this immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial, situated on a wooded lot in
Berwyck Chase. This Jamestown model is full of extras featuring an updated eat-in-kitchen,
beautiful living room/dining room with cathedral ceilings and French doors, a huge master
bedroom with cathedral ceiling and a stunning master bath with marble, Corian and a whirlpool
tub. Finally, a full finished basement with Berber carpeting, an exercise room and plenty of
storage.  MLS # 2497838

Don‘t miss this one! Set on a cul-de-sac, this center hall colonial offers eveything you‘re looking
for. The first level floor plan offers a large living room with a wood burning fireplace, formal
dining room and eat in kitchen with new stainless appliances. Light and airy, a family room
off the kitchen has a picture window overlooking a “storybook” back yard. The second floor
offers 4 generous bedrooms and 2 full baths including the master‘s renovated private bath
(2008) with an oversized shower and travertine tile floor. Additional renovations include a
new 30 year Timberline roof, refinished gleaming hardwood floors, new 6-panel interior doors,
a new electric panel & complete interior painting. A 2 car attached garage and large full
basement finish this great home.  DIRECTIONS: W. Broad to Graymill.  MLS # 2507423

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/20  1-5PM $1,024,900
Elegant Center Hall Colonial totally renovated in 2007. Four Bedrooms, 2 full baths and 1 half
bath, 2 car attached garage. New: 30 year Timberline roof, 2 zoned air-conditioning and heat,
electrical, plumbing, chimney liners, Marvin Integrity windows, crown molding, and raised
paneling. Hardwood/tile floors, cable and internet wiring throughout. Exquisitely trimmed and
finished. Near Westfield downtown, Washington School and train/bus to NYC.  DIRECTIONS:
East Broad or North Ave. to Chestnut to Benson to Cranford.  MLS # 2487689

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG AFTERNOON AT THE PLATE…Second baseman and clean-up hitter senior Stephanie Goines slapped a single in the
first inning, then unloaded a two-run blast into never-never land. The Raider softball team de-feathered the Cardinals, 11-
0 in five innings on April 9.
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Blue Devils Dodge Bullet, Nip
Raider Nine in Seventh, 13-12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Lady Blue Devils Roll Early,
Rock Softball Raiders, 12-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Luxury Residences For Those 55-plus  

Winner of the Great American Main Street Award

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker   Office: (908) 233-5900
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com
Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which 
will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. 
This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change 
without notice.

THE SAVANNAH - DESIGNED BY JAMES WARD

Model 
Now Open!

 

 

JUST LISTED 
Spotlight Home of the Week 

SCOTCH PLAINS 
 

 
 

Enjoy the Good Life in this spacious Parkwood area home featuring 

almost an acre of park like property, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 

Family Room with Brick Hearth Fireplace, Great Kitchen with 

Breakfast Bar.  Inground Pool with huge deck/patio area plus 

a second deck just outside the Dining Room French Doors. 

A Great Value.  For price, details and a personal tour 

 
 

GEORGE BIPS  REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® 

CELL PHONE:  908-477-5379 
 

Are You Thinking of Selling? 
Let me put the SPOTLIGHT on Your Home 

Call for a FREE MARKET EVALUATION today. 

 

Properties Unlimited, REALTORS® 

OFFICE:  908.233.9292 ext. 5495 

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com 
 

200 NORTH AVE. EAST  -  WESTFIELD 
Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated 

Lady Blue Devils Sting
Farmers in Track, 69-67

Seven personal records (PR) high-
lighted the Westfield High School
girls track & field team’s huge 69-67
victory over Union on April 9. The
victory was particularly impressive
since the Farmers defeated the Blue
Devils, 89-55, last year and were last

winter’s Union County individual
track and Union County relay cham-
pions.

Sophomore Claire Stevens-Haas
placed first in the pole vault and added
another first with a distance of
30’5.25” in the triple jump followed
by sophomore Kelly Irving at 28’8”.
Stevens-Haas also took third in the
long jump with a leap of 14’3.75”.

Senior Christina Obiajulu placed
first in the high jump with a clearance
of 4’10” and senior Tessa Schaaf
placed second at 4’10” (PR). Obiajulu
at 1:04.4 and Amanda Garfinkel, with
a PR 1:05.6, crossed 1-2 in the 400
meters. Obiajulu, Schaaf, Ashley
Edwards and Cat Cognetti placed first
in the 4x400 with a time of 4:12.86.
Schaaf took top honors in the 400
Intermediate Hurdles with a time of
1:10.41 and Edwards placed second
in the 100 meters at 13.36 and second
in the 200 with a time of 27.2.

Rose Driscoll crossed first in the
800 meters with a time of 2:27 and
Cognetti finished second at 2:28.6.
Ariel Burns placed first in the javelin
at 82’4” (PR) and Lauren Brachman
took second at 75’6”. Burns also took
third in the discus with a PR 72’3”.
Lisa Nehring crossed second in the
1,600 at 5:32.2 followed by Shannon
Murray with a PR 5:44.2. Murray and
Alli Lowenstein crossed 2-3 in the
3,200 with PR times of 12:52.9 and
13:09.1.

ups, her fastball seemed to be right
there in the strike zone, so I tried to hit
the first pitch every time. Most of
them were belt high, so that was nice,
then once you make contact, you gain
confidence,” added Abruzzo.

The Blue Devils spoke again with
two runs in the sixth. Katie Esler
walked, Matthew took one for the
team and Erin Scialabba brought them
home with a crushing double. The
Raiders plated their lone run in the
bottom of the inning. Nicole Colineri
trotted to first on a free pass, sped to
second and slid across home plate
when Stephanie Goines unloaded a
double to deep center.

Westfield sealed the deal in the

seventh, scoring four runs. Abruzzo
ripped a double, Christine Feldbauer
walked, Sara Connery singled, scor-
ing Abruzzo, and Esler poked a single
to load the pods. Next, Matthews
walked in a run and Pecora finished
the rally with a two-run double.

“It was not a perfect game for us
but we needed this game because we
really have struggled at the plate to be
honest,” said coach Pignoli. “The
problem is a lot of up and downs this
season because we play some really
tough competition and then face
weaker competition so it’s hard to
keep your momentum going.”
Westfield 312 002 4 12
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 001 0 1

double. Dinizo (2-for-2, 3 walks)
singled and scored and D’Annunzio
(3-for-4, 2 runs) added his third RBI
with a single and was intentionally
walked in the inning.

“Joey is our heart and soul. He does
everything right. He hits the ball ev-
ery time he’s up,” said Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock. “I got a good
group of kids. We were one hit away
in that sixth inning from blowing it
open. Bases loaded, if Kevin Maroney
gets a hit or James gets a base hit, we
are up two or three.”

With the score tied 12-12 in the
bottom of the seventh, with one out,
Clark was hit by a pitch, Evan Einstein
walked and Melillo popped out to
right for the second out. Shapiro
tapped a grounder, which was grabbed
by the second baseman, who flicked

the ball to shortstop Mike Ridge, who
tagged second as the ball dropped.
The umpire ruled the runner safe.
After some discussion, Justin Olsen
hit a single to left for the winning run.

“It was a bang, bang play but what
I saw was Mike Ridge caught the ball,
touched second base. I don’t know
how we can end the game on that kind
of a play,” said coach Baylock.

“We knew that they are a very good
team offensively. We gave them too
many outs. They just don’t quit! They
battle back. They swing the bats very
well. We just had the right people up
in that last inning. It made life a little
bit easier for us,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster. “I was
pleased the way we came back.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 001 308 0 12
Westfield 605 010 1 13

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SP-F Times

April 11, 1998: The Blue Devil
boys and girls and the Raider boys
track teams made a huge impact at the
Summit Relays held at Tatlock Field.
The Raider boys walked away with
four firsts, the Blue Devil girls grabbed
three firsts and the Blue Devil boys
took two firsts.

Raiders Karl Jennings and Blair
Woodward teamed to win the high
jump with a combined height of 12’2”.
Jennings, Woodward, Adam Bowser
and Mike Franzone captured first in
the shuttle hurdles. Bowser and
Nathan Jones won the long jump and
Dan Loomis, Scott Patterson and Jim
Feeley combined to win the shot put.

Blue Devil junior Allison Checchio
and senior Alicia Picou placed 1-2 in
the javelin. Becky Hamilton, Susan
Hinds, Heather Dennis and Maura
McMahon seized first in the sprint
medley relay. Dennis, Katie Egan,
Sage Stefiuk and McMahon won the
distance medley relay. Gordon
Kaslusky, John Cognetti, Pete
Anzelone and Bill Zacher took top
honors in the 4x800 and Dave Citrin
paired with Eric Clinton to tie for first
in the pole vault B competition.

April 13, 2000: The veteran Blue
Devil girls lacrosse team elevated its
record to 3-0 after pulverizing Pingry,

12-4, at Tamaques Park. Senior
Kristen Salmond inflicted most of
the damage, firing in five goals.

April 12, 2000: Hitting the ball was
not a scarcity and neither was hitting
the batters but the Cranford baseball
team benefited best from both and
overcame the Raiders, 16-10, in a
homerfest in Scotch Plains. Three
home runs accounted for 10 of the
Cougars’ runs and a homer by Tim Pai
accounted for three of the Raiders’
runs. Andy Pavoni had three singles.

April 13, 2002: National attention
could be expected to focus on Raider
superstar Ray Williams once the word
gets out that he ran a 45.9 split for 400
meters to help his team win the dis-
tance medley relay in the Summit
Relays at Tatlock Field in Summit.
The Raider girls won three events to
capture first in their division with a
team total of 90. Seniors Jill
Koscielecki and Jayme Ferraro
teamed with Rachel Jones and Lauren
Perrotta to set a Raider school record
4:02.2 in the 4x400 to win the event.

April 15, 2002: Caitlin MacDonald
struck out 12 batters and allowed five
hits in the Blue Devil softball team’s
7-0 win over the Raiders in Westfield.
Sophomore Jessica Guerriero
whacked a two-run double. Rachel
Wagner and senior catcher Tara
Dowling had RBI singles.

Blue Devil Nine Stop
Blue Knights, 16-3
The No. 6 Westfield High School

baseball team launched a 21-hit
attack to stop Irvington, 16-3, in
five innings in Irvington on April
9. Justin Olsen had four hits, in-
cluding two doubles, and scored
two runs. Mike Cappiello (3-for-
3) blasted a two-run homer and
Evan Shapiro had three hits, with
two doubles and three RBI.

Baseball Raiders Clip
Cardinal Nine, 13-3
Jon Kosenick tossed a three-

hitter, fanned six and walked four
to lead the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School baseball team to a
13-3 victory over host Plainfield
on April 9. Lou Mazzella had two
hits and three RBI for the Raiders.
Kevin Maroney and John Max-
well each scored three times.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FEELING THE BIG PINCH…Blue Devil sophomore midfielder Tim Werner,
middle, gets the pinch treatment from two Big Blue defenders. Werner managed
to fire in a goal in the game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST…Raider Joe D’Annunzio gets tagged out by first
baseman Mike Cappiello on a back pick from catcher Justin Olsen. D’Annunzio
had three hits, including a two-run homer and an RBI single.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING HER WAY INTO THIRD… Blue Devil Erin Scialabba, No. 14,
crushed a two-run double, then slides safely into third as Raider third baseman
Saxony Nielson, No. 10 snags the throw in the sixth.
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Blue Devils Tennis Boys Slash Lancers, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SHEEHAN, FANTINI, BURKE, MORAN PROVIDE SCORES

UC U19 Rugby Boys Crunch
Long Island, NY Colts, 25-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Comprised mainly of boys from
the Westfield High School (WHS)
football team and a few Cranford and
Scotch Plains athletes, the Union
County Rugby Football Club (I will
call them Junior Mudturtles) U19 A-
side boys remained undefeated by
crunching the Islet Long Island Colts,
25-10, at Unami Park in Garwood on
April 13.

The WHS football participants in-
cluded prop men (involved in the
scrums) Ryan Scanlon, Pat Stanley,
Mike Sheehan and Scott Newman,
along with Cranford heavyweight
wrestler Joe Brady.

“They basically provide the big
push so we can get the ball out,”

WHS junior Chris Sheehan said of
the prop men.

Describing his discipline, Sheehan
said, “I play fly half. It’s basically
like the point guard or the quarter-
back. I call the plays and make sure
everything is running smoothly.”

Sheehan actually started playing
rugby last spring because, “my older
brother JT had been playing for a
while. He plays for a national team,”
he said.

Other WHS speedsters included
Chris Fantini, Dan Selert and Bret
DeFazio.

The Colts proved to be the Junior
Mudturtles’ stiffest competition to date
by scoring a five-point try (similar to a
touchdown in American football) in
the first half. Sean Moran split the

uprights twice on a couple of three-
point penalty kicks to give the Junior
Mudturtles a 6-5 lead at the half.

Midway through the second half,
there was a loose ball near the Colts’
end line. After several bruising hits,
and the ball slipping from the grasp of
several competitors, Chris Fantini
pounced on the ball and skid over the
line for the try to give the Junior
Mudturtles an 11-5 lead. Moran nailed
the two-point conversion.

Late in the second half, just
after a scrum, Chris Sheehan
picked up the ball and quickly
kicked it toward the Colts’ end
line. Ricky Ruhl leveled the
Colt, who attempted to pick up
the ball, snatched the ball him-
self and pitched out to Sheehan,
who galloped in for the try to
make the score 18-5. Moments
later, the Colts slipped in for a
nearly unnoticed try to make
the score 18-10. But the Colts’
fate was sealed when Scotch
Plains resident Camaran Burke
received a pitch on the left side
and broke away for the try.
Moran added his second con-
version of the half to finalize
the score.

“We had a lot of athletes come
out this year. I’m feeling really
good for a league champion-
ship this year,” Chris Sheehan
said.

The Union County Rugby
Club U19 boys’ next two games
will be on the road at Green-
wich, Conn. on Saturday, April
19, and East Hampton, Long

Island on Sunday, April 20.

was obviously a very tight match. I
didn’t play the last two years, so I’m
looking forward to seeing him during
counties,” said Shallcross.

“Ryan is a great player but Kevin is
too. I was very pleased because Kevin
has been out. He had the tendonitis in
his knee and we brought him back
very slowly. His knowledge and his
desire to win really did it yesterday.
He played brilliantly,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner.

Interestingly, Shallcross rolled his
ankle and was unable to compete against
the Livingston Lancers, so Thompson
moved up to first singles from second
singles and defeated Brad Jeddis, 6-3,
6-1. Thompson, who was particularly
effective on his soft shots, kept a steady
control throughout the match.

“My biggest strength is consistency,
serving well, being consistent
throughout the match,” said Thomp-
son, last year’s UCT champ at first
doubles. “Mentally and physically
consistent!”

An animated Greg Luppescu, last
year’s UCT third singles champ,
moved from third to second singles,
struggled through his first set but
took care of business to defeat Lancer
Brandon Goldstein, 7-5, 6-0. Sopho-
more Adam Reich slipped into the
third singles position and breezed
past Ed Levshteyn, 6-1, 6-3.

“These kids earned their way into
singles. We’ll see how they do and, if

they do well, it’s the team. If they
don’t do well, there will be challenge
matches. We will find a lot out this
weekend at the Delbarton Tourna-
ment, because the best teams in the
state are there,” said coach Kapner.

Netravali, who played singles his
first three years, proved he could be a
very effective partner with Snyder,
last year’s UCT second doubles champ,
as the pair were the first to walk off the
courts after trimming Seth Goldstein
and Dave Kigel, 6-2, 6-1, at first
doubles. James Chu, last year’s UCT
second singles champ, teamed with
senior Evan Eisenberg, a UCT champ
his sophomore year, to outmaneuver
Scott Lever and Greg Greenwald, 6-2,
6-4, at second doubles.

“The depth is a huge advantage
because the competition within the
team helps for the season matches.
You are playing kids on the team,
who would be ranked really high on
other teams but they are not getting
their share of playing time here. They
are challenging you every single day
to go out and beat players, who are
second singles and first singles on
other teams,” said Thompson.

“It puts into perspective how much
depth we have on the team, how many
good guys are here. Any guy could
beat any other guy on a given day.
Everybody out here is really com-
petitive,” said Shallcross.
BLUE DEVILS’ 2007 TOC LINEUP:
First singles: Shallcross
Second singles: Netravali
Third singles: Chu
First doubles: Thompson and Akis
Evangelidis
Second doubles: Snyder and Graeme
Stahl

WESTFIELD 5, LIVINGSTON 0
First singles: Thompson d Jeddis, 6-3, 6-1
Second singles: Luppescu d Brandon
Goldstein, 7-5, 6-0
Third singles: Reich d Levshteyn, 6-1, 6-3
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder d
Seth Goldstein and Kigel, 6-2, 6-1
Second doubles: Eisenberg and Chu d
Greenwald and Lever, 6-2, 6-4

WESTFIELD 5, SP-F 0
First singles: Shallcross d Krueger, 6-
4, 3-6, 6-1
Second singles: Thompson d Scott
Leyden, 6-0, 6-2
Third singles: Luppescu d Dan Nizri, 6-
2, 6-0
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder d
Mike Divisio and Ted Rosenblatt, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Reich and Graeme Stahl
d Eric Heinz and Steve Bello, 6-1, 6-0

This majestic Westfield residence eloquently illustrates true Colonial character, sparkling with classic details and vintage 
beauty. Gorgeous woodwork, gleaming hardwood floors, arched entryways, French doors, three fireplaces and modern 
luxuries mingle to craft an unsurpassed interior. The gracious foyer introduces the main rooms on the first floor: the ele-
gant dining room, radiant living room, inviting family room and the charming sunroom. The updated gourmet kitchen is 
sure to please and is enhanced by a breakfast room and a powder room. Equally as enchanting, the second floor has a 
lovely master suite, sizable junior suite, three more sun lit bedrooms, abundant closet space and a third full bath. The rec-
reation room with stone fireplace & access to the wine cellar, an expansive backyard with patio and an outstanding loca-
tion compose the quintessential place to call home. Presented for $1,800,000. 

             Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

WESTFIELD

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY APRIL 20th, 1-4PM

SPECIAL PRICING ON SELECT MODELS!
Special Pricing from $499,000

Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with con-
trol valves by Jado,Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36" Viking
or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops or
ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.

Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

Blue Devils Repeat
As Delbarton Champs
The No. 1 ranked Westfield High

School boys tennis team won the
Delbarton Tournament by defeating
No. 2 Delbarton, 3-2, in the finals.
The 7-0 Blue Devils defeated
Chatham, 5-0, in the quarterfinals
then stopped Bridgewater-Raritan, 4-
1, in the semis.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
Westfield 3, Delbarton 2
First singles: Kevin Shallcross (W) d
Henry Steer, 6-3, 7-6 (6-2)
Second singles: Dean Thompson (W) d
Noah Joachim, 6-3, 6-1
Third singles: Tim French (D) d Greg
Luppescu, 5-7, 6-3, 6-0
First doubles: Graham Kirby and Theo
Patsalos-Fox (D) d Ravi netravali and
Justin Snyder, 3-6, 6-4, 7-5
Second doubles: Evan Eisenberg and
James Chu (W) d Evan Zak and Donny
MacMaster, 6-3, 6-4

SEMIFINALS:
Westfield 4, BrH2O 1
First singles: Shallcross (W) d Eric Shu,
6-2, 7-5
Second singles: Andrew Weeden (B) d
Thompson, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2
Third singles: Luppescu (W) d Eric
Chaing, 6-2, 7-6 (12-10)
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder (W)
d Viraj Degaonkar and Eric Cooperman,
6-3, 6-2
Second doubles: Eisenberg and Chu
(W) d Tim McLane and Neil Bhatt, 6-2, 7-
6 (7-1)

QUARTERFINALS:
Westfield 5, Chatham 0
First singles: Shallcross d Pat
Monaghan, 6-4, 6-0
Second singles: Thompson d Matt
Romei, 6-2, 6-3
Third singles: Chu d Pete Trivelli, 6-4, 6-4
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder d
Harry Mather and Matt Evans, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Graeme Stahl and
Adam Reich d Ben Klein and Jaime
McBride, 6-2, 6-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGHER THAN FULL-CONTACT CROQUET…Westfield’s Ryan Scanlon, front, of the Union County U19 boys rugby
team prepares to mix it up with the Long Island team. See picture on page 18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR THE SCRUM…The Junior Mudturtles, right, prepare for the scrum with
the Long Island Colts.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENDURING FOR THE WIN…Blue Devil Greg Luppescu was the last one off the
court after his second singles win over Lancer Brandon Goldstein.

Nadine Allen
• Top Sales Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Nadine Allen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Nadine in, and she’ll bring results!
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Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Location, comfort, convenience and sophistication enhance  
this marvelous town home in Westfield’s preeminent 55+ 
community. Desirable features include hardwood floors, 
moldings, first floor laundry and two and one half baths. 
The living room with corner fireplace, inviting foyer and 
formal dining room are joined by a spacious kitchen to 
craft a lovely first floor. The second floor boasts a delight-
ful master suite, a second bedroom and ample closet space. 
Other amenities include a full basement, pavestone patio, 
and a one car detached garage. Presented for $629,000. 
Dir:Clark  to Cowperthwaite to Cowperthwaite Square 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

9 Cowperthwaite Square Westfield, NJ 
Public Open House Sunday April 20th 1-4PM

UC Rugby HS Boys, Girls Win
Over Parsippany, Morris, L.I.

The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U15 boys, U19 B-
side boys and U19 girls all posted
wins this past weekend at Unami Park
in Garwood.

The U15 boys downed Parsippany,
25-20. Trailing 15-10 at halftime,
UCRFC 15s scored three tries in the
second half to gain the victory. Mitch

Young tallied two tries – 5 points
each. Vic Pozsonyi had two tries and
Billy Hedley added one try.

The U19 boys B-side romped to a
58-5 victory over the L.I. Colts. The
UCRFC B-side outscored the Colts,
10 tries to 1. Scott Newman led the
way with three tries. Alex Gonzalez,
James Brady, Ross Kettleson, Chris
Milea, Billy Kobovitch, Jon
Rodriguez and Camaran Burke added
solo tries. David Rendon kicked four
conversions – 2 points each.

The U19 girls closed out the week-
end with a gritty, 25-10 win over the
Morris U19 girls. The match was tied
10-10 at the half with the UCRFC
team struggling to contain Morris’
powerful outside center, Emily Laura.

The team regrouped at halftime,
made all of their tackles and scored
three unanswered tries. Scoring for
the U19 girls were Julia Watkins (2
tries), Marissa Curti, Kim Esposito
and Ellen Straus scoring one try each.

The U15 and U19 teams are always
looking for new players. No experi-
ence is needed. For more informa-
tion, please contact Lex Maccubbin
(lexmaccubbin@yahoo.com) or Chris
Clark (rugby0366@yahoo.com).

WF PAL Wrestlers Compete
At USA NJ State Tournament

Westfield PAL wrestlers competed
in the select-8 USAW NJ qualifying
tournaments to further advance to the
2008 USA NJ Wrestling State Tour-
nament. The top three place winners
in each qualifier advanced to com-
pete in their division against 24 other
contenders for the state champion-
ship title.

Tony Pafumi, Troy Skibitsky, Mike
Kalimtzis and Kieran Cline competed
at the Dunn Center in Elizabeth on
March 15 in the Intermediate Divi-
sion. Kalimtzis (80-lbs) won his first
bout, 5-1. After dropping a question-
able 3-2 decision, Kalimtzis waded
through the wrestlebacks to take sixth.

Skibitsky (100-lbs) won his first
bout 7-0 then lost his second bout. He
advanced in the wrestlebacks with a
3-1 decision. In the deciding match,
Skibitsky had a 1-0 lead late in the
third period but the eventual fourth-
place winner scored a reversal for 2-
1 win.

Pafumi and Cline competed at 160-
lbs at opposite ends of their bracket.
Pafumi, a returning state place win-
ner in the Intermediate division, re-
corded pins in his first two bouts then
advanced to the finals where he re-
corded an 8-0, major decision to se-
cure the State Championship. Cline
pinned his first opponent before be-

ing edged 7-5. Cline wrestled back to
secure eighth place.

Zach Rabinowitz (55-lb Bantam
division) entered the wrestle backs
after a 2-1 loss. He won his next
match, 3-1, but missed making the
top-8.

On March 29-30, the Junior and
Midget divisions competed. Colin
Barber (126-lb Junior) lost his first
bout, 6-0, then secured a 1-0 win in
the wrestlebacks before being
stopped. Nick Kalimtzis placed third
at 80lb Midget at the North Hunterdon
state qualifier but was unable to at-
tend the championship competition.
Matt McIIroy competed at 100-lb
Midget but was unable to advance.

Pafumi and Mike Kalimtzis com-
peted over the Easter weekend at the
SWJA War, featuring over 1,400 wres-
tlers from the eastern seaboard, at the
South Jersey Shore held in Wildwood.
Pafumi competed at the 165 lb Inter-
mediate division where he lost his
first match to the eventual champion,
but wrestled through the wrestlebacks
to place true second. Pafumi won by
10-0 major in a challenge match
against the second place winner of
the finals. Kalimtzis (85-lb Interme-
diate) lost his first bout but wrestled
back to face the eventual third-place
finisher before dropping a close bout.

GOOD START…The St. Bartholomew Academy 7th and 8th grade girls softball
team won the first game of the season against St. Agnes. George Dow is the girls
softball coach.

SWEET MEMORIES…Westfield resident George Rogers reached deep into the
archives of his mind and came up with a picture of Jack Nicklaus with George’s
son Rob and daughter Melissa when he competed in the 1980 US Open at Baltusrol
Golf Course in Springfield. Nicklaus actually stayed at the Rogers’ home during
the tournament.

WF Lax Club to Hold
Annual Lacrosse Day
WESTFIELD – The Westfield La-

crosse Club (WCL), has set the date
of Saturday, May 10, for the sixth
Annual Westfield Lacrosse Day. The
games will be played at Kehler Sta-
dium from 10:45 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Opening ceremonies will be held
at 10:45 a.m. with the first game
starting at 11 a.m. when the Westfield
High School varsity team will face
off against Union County rivals Sum-
mit. Lacrosse is the fastest growing
sport in America and the WLC is
certainly experiencing a growth in
membership with 616 boys and girls
in grades third through eighth partici-
pating and making it the largest year
ever for Westfield kids.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENJOYING A SUNDAY AFTERNOON…Union County U19 Rugby fans and
Westfield residents enjoy the afternoon rooting for the home team at Unami Park
in Garwood on April 13. They were especially happy when the U.C. Junior
Mudturtles defeated the Long Island Colts, 25-10.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

“When I want to read about
Man’s failures, I read the Front
page. When I want to read about
Man’s triumphs, I read the
Sports page.” –  A Former
United States Supreme Court
Chief Justice.

NONO NONO

NONONONO

When it comes to her clients 
Realtor®Grace Rappa is in the know.

WORRIES

EXCUSES KIDDING

COMPLICATIONS Buying or selling your home is serious business.  Grace understands. She provides services that removes the unknowns so you can rest easy
throughout your transaction.  NO worries  because she really listens to you.  Accomplishing your goals is how Grace measures her success.  No
complications because Grace is knowledgeable and thorough.  Contracts are sound and your best interests are always priority ONE.  NO excuses
because Grace delivers.  Her service is based on performance not talk. When it comes to being a top real estate professional, Grace doesn’t kid
around.  She’s as serious about your home as you are.  Call her today for a free professional brochure. You’ll be glad you did.

“Build to Suit” Westfield -
$1,350,000

New Custom Built Home
Westfield $1,559,000.

“Build to Suit” Westfield -
$1,300,000

Please visit my website at www.GraceRappa.com and click on “My Listings” to see virtual tours and floor
plans for these properties.  Call me for an appointment to view these homes.

4 bedroom Cape $349,000

Making a Lasting Impression

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Direct: 908-301-2019 • Cell: 908-770-441
Visit: www.GraceRappa.com Email: Grace.Rappa@cbmoves.com

852127

“Top 1% of 64,000 Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide”

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555
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Carol Tener
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest. At Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are
given the most distinguished honor, membership into the President’s Council.

They surpassed industry standards and reached the pin-
nacle of success. These fine professionals demon-
strate the integrity, commitment to service and excellence
that are the hallmark of Burgdorff ERA. The President’s
Council embodies the ideal of the Burgdorff Vision and
defines “extraordinary professionals exceeding expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Carol Tener into
the 2008 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

Pat Hoferkamp, President and COO

Westfield Office
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

Direct Phone: 908-233-2243 
Cell Phone: 908-400-3670

Carol-Tener@burgdorff.com
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

www.burgdorff.com/Carol-Tener

New Jersey Taxpayers Association
President Questions School Spending
Well it must be spring as evidenced by

the recent outpouring of editorials pro-
moting the need to increase school spend-
ing in New Jersey. While I fully respect
there are at least two sides to any given
issue, it’s always interesting to observe
just how far the rhetoric gets stretched as
the annual school budget votes approach.

One editorial contends that “Now, more
than ever, upcoming school budgets must
be passed on April 15.” I’m just curious,
why now more than ever? Was all that
money we’ve spent in the past years not
enough? And how about the coming
years? Will this year’s increase be enough,
particularly where student populations
are flat or declining? Are we to assume in
these areas that there will be a decrease?

What is the right amount we should be
spending to publicly educate our chil-
dren? Is it $10,000, $20,000 or $50,000
per student? I think we all agree that our
children deserve a quality education but
at what cost? As parents and citizens, we
have a responsibility to teach our chil-
dren the value of a dollar and more
importantly, the consequences of deci-
sions based on greed and gluttony.

These individuals and groups are wag-
ing a campaign of domination and guilt
with mantras of “it’s all for the children.”
Compounding the problem is the all too
often condescending attitude and criti-
cism of anyone expressing an opinion
contrary to theirs. Enough is enough.

As president of the New Jersey Tax-
payers Association, I feel compelled to
go-on-record with our position on school
spending. NJTA believes excessive
spending is frivolous and a drain on our
society. However, we strongly support
and will lobby hard to ensure a quality
education for every child in our State.
There must be accountability, particu-
larly when there is no documentation
that supports more spending results in
better academic outcomes.

In the past 30 years in NJ, per-pupil
spending has doubled (adjusted for in-
flation), but there has been ‘no’ im-
provement in average proficiency in read-
ing and math on state assessment; no
improvement in graduation rates; no im-
provement in SAT scores; and no real
narrowing of the racial/ethnic achieve-
ment gap.

Over the past 20 years pupil-teacher
ratios in NJ fell from 15 to 12.4 students,
yet the smaller classes did not improve
academic outcomes.

Per-pupil spending went from $8,403
in the 1985/1986 school year to $15,155
(the highest in the United States) with no
improvement in academic outcomes.

Add in state paid teacher’s pensions,
retiree health care, and the employer’s
share of FICA and the costs approach
$18,000 in the suburbs and $25,000 in
the Abbots. None of these costs show up
in a local district’s budget.

When you count only the students who
can pass the state’s High School Gradua-
tion Exam, NJ ranks 24 in the U.S., not 1

as is claimed in the NJEA TV ads.
Average teacher salaries hit $61,551

in 2007/2008, the highest in the U.S.
Despite a sharp increase in spending,

average composite SAT scores went from
995 in 1987 to just 1005 in 2007. That
left NJ ranking 37th among all 50 states.

On average, increases in local school
budgets have exceeded double the rate
of inflation.

NJ has the highest per capita public
debt in the nation, including unfunded
liabilities of $25 billion for the pension
fund and $58 billion for retirement medi-
cal benefits.

So there are the facts on the true cost
of education in New Jersey. It is incum-
bent upon all of us to seriously examine
our local school budgets and to make
sure that our hard-earned tax dollars are
being invested fairly and responsibly.

For more information, please see
njtaxes.org.

Jerry Cantrell, President
New Jersey Taxpayers Association

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-344
amending (Resolution No. 2007-603)
AWARDED TO: Trinitas Hospital,

Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in order to add addi-

tional funding to cover a portion of the
outstanding medical bills resulting in the
mandatory care and treatment of Union
County inmates

PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$600,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Iraq War Put State,
Nation Into Recession
As millions of New Jersey citizens file

their income taxes, we want to bring
attention to the tax they are paying for a
war, which has cost New Jersey and our
country so dearly. The human and eco-
nomic costs of the Iraq war have been
enormous.

As we enter the sixth and most expen-
sive year yet in the war in Iraq, it’s time to
expose the unseen costs of Bush’s singu-
lar focus on the war in Iraq on the New
Jersey’s economy, schools, health care,
energy independence and real security.
Instead of continuing to pour our state’s
blood and resources into war in Iraq, New
Jersey citizens are demanding investment
in priorities here at home and a focus on
real security.

Already New Jersey citizens have paid
$23.9 billion. Economists say President
Bush’s reckless Iraq war will cost the
U.S. at least $3 trillion and will inflict
lasting damage to our economy for de-
cades to come. While President Bush and
Congressman Ferguson remain singularly
focused on the Iraq war, we have slipped
into what most Americans say is a reces-
sion. Nearly two-thirds of Americans –
68 percent – believe that the best way to
get the country out of recession is to get
out of Iraq, according to an Associated
Press-Ipsos poll published last month.

With the U.S. hemorrhaging $12 bil-
lion each month on the war in Iraq, it’s
long past time to cast aside Bush’s mis-
placed priorities. Now that the fallout of
those misplaced priorities is clear, we
have the urgency and the numbers we
need to finally force an end to this war.

Crystal Snedden
NJ Citizen Action, Newark

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 2004-2007
Platinum Level: 2003-2007        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2007
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2007

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

926 Ripley Avenue, Westfield
$549,900

Deceivingly spacious 4+ Bedroom 2 ½ bath Manor
Park Colonial.  Numerous recent improvements thru-
out enhance this front porch home featuring a Living
Room w/fplc with granite hearth; Formal Dining Room;
updated Kitchen; first floor Family Room and Den and
a great Recreation Room and powder room in the
basement.  The 1 car Garage and many updates to
exterior including most newer windows, newer cedar
steps and railing, new driveway and paver walk and
patio complete the package.  Great location close to
pool and playground.

Thank You Westfield for Your Support
Passing the School Budget

On behalf of the Board of Education
and administration of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, I want to thank the commu-
nity for approving the 2008-2009 school
budget. The budget passed by a nearly 2-
1 margin, with 2,553 “yes” and 1,352
“no” votes. The voter turnout was almost
20 percent. We were very pleased with
this outcome, especially given that the
board seats were uncontested.

The district worked hard to develop a
budget that both preserves the quality of
education that most of us moved here for
and presents the community with a rea-
sonable tax increase. Our priorities in
developing this budget were controlling
costs and retaining essential academic,
co- and extra-curricular programs that
meet student needs. Department costs
and individual school budgets were held
to last year’s spending levels. Changing
health insurance carriers, reducing en-
ergy usage and sharing services with sur-
rounding communities contained costs.
We postponed curricular initiatives and
eliminated more than a dozen non-in-
structional positions.

During this time of economic uncer-
tainty and mandated state and federal
constraints, it is gratifying that the com-
munity supported our effort to construct a
fair and reasonable school budget.

Many people helped to pass this bud-
get; we owe thanks to the Budget Task
Force, chaired by Cindy Morgan, as well
as the Parent Teacher Council and PTOs.
Also assisting were the Westfield Educa-
tion Association who mailed reminders,
and called fellow NJEA members,
homeroom parents and WHS National
Honor Society students who made nu-
merous voting reminder phone calls and
Coldwell Banker who allowed use of
their phones.

Congratulations to Ann Cary, Alice
Hunnicutt, and Gary McCready on be-
ginning their next three-year terms on the
Board. All three add tremendous value to
our Board, and we’re lucky to have their
energy and ability working to benefit the
district.

Thank you, Westfield, for your con-
tinuing support of public education. Strong
public schools enhance the quality of life
in a community and can make a town
more attractive to prospective homebuyers
and business investors. Most important,
quality public schools provide children
with the opportunities they need to suc-
ceed and to take their place as productive
citizens. Quality public schools are alive
and well in Westfield, NJ.

Ginny Leiz
President, Westfield BOE

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Westfield . . . Renovated, spacious center hall Colonial on beautiful Highland Ave.  Classical appointments, quality additions
and the appropriate balance of formality and relaxed living style. 6 Bedroom, 3 full and 2 half bath, deluxe Kitchen with high
end appliance, Woodmode cabinets, breakfast room with wet bar and wine cooler, sliders to new blue stone patio and terrace.
Elegant LR w/frplc, FDR, large FR and Office.  New Master Bedroom features custom walk-in closet and whirlpool bath. All
new family baths, second flr laundry, 3rd flr suite, large RR . Extensive landscaping on ½ acre, new walkways, drvwy, roof and
exterior paint.Walk to town, schools, & transportation.      $1,990,000.

Westfield . . . Prestigious Highland Ave is the backdrop for this magnificent 5 bedroom Tudor, built in 1928 with exceptional craftsmanship and

architectural integrity. Archways, carved cornices, and dentil molding add to the distinctive style of this home. Many recent improvements include

extensive landscaping, refurbished in ground pool, new designer kitchen with top-of-the-line appointments, all baths updated, new interior décor and
refinished hardwood floors. The solid chestnut door with original hand forged wrought iron hardware opens to a dramatic 2 story entrance with a

grand staircase and second story landing. The spacious living room features a fireplace with chestnut mantle and herringbone patterned hearth, accent

recessed lighting and casement windows. Through a beautiful archway is the garden/family room with a barrel ceiling, custom built-ins and French
doors leading to the raised flagstone patio and fenced rear grounds. The banquet size dining room opens to newly designed kitchen and breakfast area.

A bedroom/den and newer full bath off the kitchen creates a wonderful space for guests or au pair. The second floor features four spacious bedrooms

and three newer full baths. The walk-out basement offers a recreation room, storage room and 2 car garage.      $1,899,000.

Westfield . . . Charm & sunny 3 bedroom colonial. LR w/ fireplace and built-ins, FDR, EIKitchen w/ separate eating area, den
and office. Master BR has dressing room and full newer bath. Newer family bath w/whirlpool. 4th BR captive.  Rec RM, Wlk-
up attic, hwflrs, CAC , 2 cg, brick patio, fenced rear yard, good size lot. Walk to town.      $599,000.  WSF0141

Open House: Sun. April 20th, 1-4pm • 906 Irving Avenue

Open House: Sun. April 20th, 1-4pm • 636 St. Marks Avenue

Open House: Sun. April 20th, 1-4pm • 564 Highland Avenue

Westfield . . . newly listed. Charming, spacious 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath colonial w/ custom built open rear porch on beautiful
property. Living room w/fireplace opens to formal dining room family room and newer kitchen and large dining area. Fabulous
large mud room with adjacent powder Room. Newer master w/full bath, new family bath,  finished basement and third floor
office.  Beautiful tree lined street. Close to library, park and town.      $895,000.
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This sun-drenched home features a living room with bow 

window, dining room with sliding glass door to the deck 

& sprawling yard and an eat-in kitchen with a breakfast 

bar & access to the powder room. The bedrooms have 

good closet space and are complemented by an updated 

bath. A heated exercise room, a rec room & office splen-

didly enhance this inviting home. Dir: East Broad near 

Woodland

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

   

   Mary Ellen O’Boyle 
   BROKER ASSOCIATE
   908-233-5347, Direct Dial 
  GUCAR President 2003—2004 

925 East Broad Street, Westfield 
Public Open House, Sunday April 20th 1—4PM  

GREAT NEW PRICE $429,900. 

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/1/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route I-78 Eastbound & West Bound, Contract No. 042043490; From West of Drift
Road/Dale Road to Springfield Ave, S.R. 124 (Interchange 49); Berkeley Heights,
Springfield, Union, Millburn Townships, Mountainside, Watchung Boros;
UNION, SOMERSET AND ESSEX COUNTIES; 100% State; DP  No: 08110

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/3/08, 4/10/08 and 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $208.08

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY  08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/6/08 downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08625; for:

Maintenance Hot Mix Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing Contract, North -2008, Various
locations  in Various Counties of North Region, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,
Passaic, Sussex, Union Counties and partly Warren Co., 100% State, DP No: 08436

Proposals will be received only from Bidders who are registered with the NJ Commerce
Economic Growth & Tourism Commission as a Small Business Enterprise (SBE).
Bidders who wish to bid on this project and are not currently certified as a SBE and meet
the criteria may contact the New Jersey Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism
Commission at (609) 984-9836. Please be advised that a proposed SBE firm must submit
a completed registration application to the New Jersey Commerce Economic Growth &
Tourism Commission ten (10) days prior to bid date. Additional information can be found
at the New Jersey Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism Commission web site:  http:/
/www.state.nj.us/commerce/

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. Pursuant to P. L. 2005, C. 51, THE AWARDED BIDDER must provide a
completed CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION AND DISCLOSURE OF POLITICAL
CONTRIBUTION FORM(S) within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business Registration, as of the date of
bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid business registration within
fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor
Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of Wage and Hour
Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of PWCR
within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website WWW.BIDX.COM. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route79&Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt. 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/17/08, 4/24/08 & 5/1/08, The Leader Fee: $247.86

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Organization Meeting/Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: April 24,2008

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME/PURPOSE OF MEETING: 7:30 p.m./Recognition of Boys Varsity
Basketball Team
8:00 p.m./Organization Meeting

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken
1 T - 4/17/08, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-373
amending (Resolution No. 755-2007)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith

& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special Counsel in the

matter entitled Mary Jean Butler v. UC, et
al

COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000.
For a new contract amount not to exceed
$50,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

TAKE NOTICE THAT SEALED BIDS
FOR: SALE OF

SURPLUS SCHOOL PROPERTY

1995 CHEVROLET CAPRICE
CLASSIC SEDAN 4 D

MILEAGE 63,137
8 CYL

VIN#1G1BL52W5SRI63I97

AS IS / WHERE IS
BID # B 08- 11 A

Bids will be received by the Westfield
Board of Education on APRIL 30, 2008 at
1:00 PM (Prevailing Time) in the Business
Office; 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090-3199 at which time bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud by a
representative of the Board of Education.

Prospective bidders may inspect the
vehicle between the hours of 8:30 AM and
3:00 PM on APRIL 24, AND 25, 2008 at
the Westfield Board of Education, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

In order to be considered, bids must be
identified on the front of the mailing enve-
lopes “USED VEHICLE BID # B 08-11 A

Westfield Board of Education is not li-
able for any bids lost in delivery by U.S.
Mail or by any other delivery service, or
addressed other than as specified in this
notice.

Forms and specifications for bidders are
available from the Business Office,
Westfield Board of Education, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090-3199,
any business day 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM,
telephone (908) 789-4407.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to waive any informality in bids or to
reject any and all bids if it is in the best
interest of the Board to do so.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Robert Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $41.82

Recreation Dept. Announces
Computer Class Schedule

NJAWBO Speakers to Offer
Advice on Building Business

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Recreation Depart-
ment will continue its series of com-
puter classes with new and returning
offerings over the next several
months.

“Google-It” will teach students
how to use the popular Internet search
engine Google, as well as how to
search for all kinds of information
online. Using the images, mapping
and photo sharing applications will
be featured. The class will be held on
Tuesday, April 29, from 10 to 11
a.m. and costs $10.

“In a Snap,” a digital camera class,
will return this spring. A class for
beginners will take place on Satur-
day, May 3. The class will run from
9:30 to 11 a.m. and costs $15 per
person.

Participants will learn how to up-
load digital photographs to the com-
puter, create folders and save photo-

graphs, attach photographs to e-mails
to share with family and friends and
view pictures via a webpage. They
should bring their digital cameras,
memory cards with stored pictures,
USB cables and other equipment to
the class, and should have general
computer literacy.

“I Have a New Computer! Now
What?” will teach students basic tips
on how to operate their new com-
puter, its hardware and software, and
new documents. The class will be
held on Tuesday, May 13, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. The fee is $15.

Linda Miske will instruct all
classes, which will be held in the
Learning Center on the second floor
of Borough Hall, 1385 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside. Space is lim-
ited. Individuals may register in ad-
vance at the recreation department
in Borough Hall. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 232-0015.

CRANFORD – The Union County
Chapter of New Jersey Association
of Women Business Owners
(NJAWBO) will host a dinner and
talk entitled “Start and Grow a Busi-
ness You Love.” It will take place on
Thursday, April 24, from 6 to 9 p.m.
at the Garlic Rose Bistro, located at
28 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.

This latest event offered by the
Union County chapter is the fourth
in a series of talks designed to help
local entrepreneurs who are looking
to start a new business or who have
an established business and want to
increase revenue, improve profits,
streamline operations or better posi-
tion themselves in the marketplace.

The guest speakers will be two
New Jersey women who have in re-
cent years established their own suc-
cessful businesses with a focus on
local Jersey foods. Nancy Brannigan
Painter is the editor and publisher of
edibleJersey, the only magazine dedi-
cated to local, seasonal food of the
Garden State.

Published quarterly, it tells the
story of food from source to table
and spotlights growers, restaurants,
chefs, home cooks and recipes for
regionally-based food choices.

Andrea Carbine is the proprietor
and executive chef of “a toute heure,”
a French restaurant located on Cen-

tennial Avenue in Cranford. Trained
at Manhattan’s French Culinary In-
stitute, Ms. Carbine features local
fresh produce from New Jersey farms
and builds the menu at “a toute heure”
(which in French means “at any
time”) based on what has been picked
and caught that day.

Their talk, which coincides with
Earth Week, will highlight how the
environmental awareness movement
has inspired their business plan and
strategy.

All aspiring entrepreneurs as well
as local business owners are wel-
come to attend the event. To reserve
a place for the dinner and talk, ac-
cess whoscoming.com/njawbounion
to register or contact Karen Schmidt-
Lledo at (973) 376-6810, extension
no. 110. The cost is $35 for current
NJAWBO members and $42 for non-
members and friends.

The Union County Chapter of
NJAWBO holds regular networking
breakfasts on the first Thursday of
every month at Panera Bread, lo-
cated at 143 East Broad Street in
Westfield beginning at 8:15 a.m. All
county business owners and aspir-
ing owners are welcome to meet,
learn and share. For further informa-
tion about NJAWBO or its Women’s
Business Center, visit the
organization’s website at njawbo.org.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $3,295,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $826,000 CRANFORD $924,500 WESTFIELD $1,595,000

WESTFIELD $629,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $699,900 WESTFIELD $1,850,000

Stunning new home offers 14 large rooms, 5 Bed-
rooms, 6.5 baths, Master Suite with adjoining sitting
room, gourmet Kitchen, large Family Room, fabulous
Library, 6 fireplaces, soaring ceilings, custom wood-
work and solid oak plank flooring.  A fabulous deck
overlooks beautiful treed lot.

Outstanding newly constructed Colonial with fine
craftsmanship and attention to detail.  Rear abuts
“Green Acres” creating a park-like setting.  Spectacu-
lar gourmet Kitchen with stainless appliances, gran-
ite, cherry cabinets, Pella windows, oak floors.  The
exquisite 2nd floor completes the perfect picture.

Stunning Colonial features every amenity possible and
a spectacular 2003 Karl’s Kitchen with center island
and loads of cabinets completely open to a spacious
Family Room, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, professional
landscaping and great location near schools, downtown
and train.

Lovely Townhome in 55+ community.  Includes 5 rooms
and offers 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Living Room with
fireplace, Formal Dining Room, large Kitchen, nice-sized
Bedrooms, great closet space, 1st floor laundry, pavestone
patio and is in a close to everything location.

Stunning New England Colonial!  Home features 8 rooms
and includes 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 beautiful baths.  Major
renovation in 2000, full rear dormer, open floor plan,
fabulous large Kitchen with spacious informal dining area
and French doors to large deck.  Newer CAC and fur-
nace.  Most windows replaced, heated porch.

Better than new 2001 Colonial.  Simply stunning with
13 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 5.5 baths.  Many recent im-
provements including home theater on 3rd floor and
wine cellar in beautifully finished basement.  Home is
light and bright with great floor plan and quiet cul-de-
sac location so close to the center of town.

WESTFIELD $559,000
This charming Bi-Level home sold for 96%of
its list price in only 16 days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and let them design a per-
sonalized marketing plan for your home.

Wychwood Colonial with perfect blend of formal and
casual, large Family Room off updated Eat-In Kitchen
with granite counters, Master Bedroom with full bath
and good closet space, private guest or au-pair suite,
2nd floor laundry, Living Room with fireplace and
Dining Room off Kitchen.

Children’s Author Gutman
Visits Franklin Elementary

WESTFIELD — Children’s au-
thor Dan Gutman recently spent the
day with students at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield for the
annual Visiting Author Day, spon-
sored by the PTO.

Mr. Gutman said he began his ca-
reer writing about adult topics, such
as computer games, before he de-
cided to try children’s books. He
received hundreds of rejection let-
ters, and even posts some on his
website to stress how important it is
to keep trying.

He presented a humorous
slideshow of a typical day in his life,
emphasizing that being an author is
not very glamorous.

Mr. Gutman spoke about his in-
spiration for his popular “My Weird
School!” series and how the main
character was modeled after his son’s
friend. He sketched a picture of “A.J.”
and read a chapter from his soon-to-
be-released book in the series, “Mrs.
Dole Is Out of Control.”

Sports were also a major influ-
ence, and he explained the research
that goes behind such fictional sto-
ries as “Babe and Me” and “Shoeless
Joe and Me,” both based on famous
baseball players.

Mr. Gutman outlined the writing
process – from notes taken on index
cards to finished manuscript. He
added that because, oftentimes,
someone across the country is creat-
ing the illustrations, he does not see
them until the book is printed.

Between presentations, Mr.
Gutman autographed copies of his
books, and all students received an
autographed bookmark. Before his
visit, students had decorated the hall
with posters they made of Mr.
Gutman’s books to welcome him.

More Education News

SP’s Meyer Makes
University Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Andrea
Meyer of Scotch Plains is one of
721 students at the University of
Mary Washington named to the
university’s dean’s list for the fall
semester of the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year.

Andrea is a senior at the univer-
sity.

The dean’s list recognizes out-
standing academic achievement at
the university by full-time students
who attain at least a 3.5 grade point
average on a 4.0 scale.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Resting gracefully atop a lush knoll, this classic Westfield Colonial comes to 
life with superb traditional details and wonderful essentials. Hardwood 
floors, moldings, custom built-ins, superb traditional details and a delightful 
property craft the ideal setting. The welcoming foyer opens on the fire lit liv-
ing room, handsome formal dining room and updated kitchen. A marvelous 
addition to the first floor is the warm & inviting family room with access to 
the patio & yard. A delightful master suite, three more bedrooms, ample 
closet space and another full bath create an equally as charming second 
floor. Enhancing this cordial setting is a wonderful yard and a fabulous 
“close to everything” location. Presented for $825,000. 

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

         908-233-6417, Direct Dial
            NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

2008 DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION BUDGET

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2008:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2008, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of April 17, 2008;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2008:

Recorded Vote: Ayes: Skibitsky, Caruana, Neylan, Arena, Kimmins, Ciarrocca,
Haas, Foerst, Bigosinski
Nays
Abstain
Absent

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on April 15, 2008.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on May 20,
2008 at 8:00pm at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2008 may
be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested
persons.

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2008 BUDGET

REVENUES

GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE
Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment $390,555.00
Total General Revenue $390,555.00

APPROPRIATIONS

GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS 2007
Operating
   Salaries & Wages $155,500.00
   Other Expenses $235,055.00
Total General Appropriations $390,555.00

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $73.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
MAY 1, 2008, at 7:30 pm, in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing to consider the following appeals:

Christopher & Lindsay DeMasi, for a
Variance to permit the construction of a six
(6) foot fence along the front yard area for
property located at 1 Nicole Court, Block
3502, Lot 4.01, R-3A Zone from the follow-
ing section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3o-Regulations Appli-
cable to all zones-Fences, Allowed: 4
feet; Proposed: 6 feet.

Robert Margotes, for a Temporary
Operating Permit to operate a car service
business , as well as,  park two (2) cars in
the driveway at property located at 430
Warren Street, Block 4103, Lot 19, R-3A
Zone, Scotch Plains. Permission, if
granted, is pursuant to Section 23-4.3 of
the Zoning Ordinance allowing for tempo-
rary permission.

Sheldon Webster and Ping Boo, for a
Variance to permit the construction of a six
(6) foot fence in nominally what is known
as the front yard, inasmuch as the prop-
erty is a through lot located at 518 Hunter
Avenue, Block 403, Lot 6, R-3A Zone from
the following section of the Zoning Ordi-
nance:

Section 23-2.3(i)-Regulations appli-
cable to all zones-For the purpose of
regulating the locations of buildings on lots
extending through between two parallel
streets all portions of a through lot which
fronts on a public street shall be subject to
the front yard requirements of the zone
district in which the lot is located.

Section 23-2.3o-Fences, Allowed: 4
feet; Proposed: 6 feet.

Anthony DeBellis, for a side set-back
Variance at property located at 1956 Grand
Street, Block 1602, Lot 10 to retain an
existing addition to an existing detached
garage which was constructed in violation
of Section 23-3.4A, whereby the mini-
mum side-yard setback requirement is 15
feet and constructed and existing is 9 feet
+/-.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
1 T - 4/17/08, The Times Fee: $53.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

April 14, 2008

The Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission of the Town of Westfield,
New Jersey will meet on April 28, 2008 in
the Council Chambers at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and
consider the following Application for Cer-
tificate of Appropriateness as required by
the Westfield Land Use Ordinances.

Wallace and Linda Parker, residents
of 243 Kimball Avenue, Westfield, New
Jersey have submitted an Application for
Certificate of Appropriateness for consid-
eration with regard to the demolition of an
existing garage and the reconstruction of
a garage that will be more architectural
consistent with the existing home and his-
toric district.

The Westfield Land Use Ordinances,
Appendix III, require review and issuance
of a Certificate of Appropriateness by the
Historic Preservation Commission of the
Town of Westfield before any work can be
commenced by the Applicants (1) to demo-
lition any improvement within the historic
district in which the property is located; (2)
to replace any improvement within the
historic district in which the property is
located; and (3) for any construction of an
improvement within the historic district.

The Applicants seek approval of any
and all other relief not specifically indi-
cated above that may be determined nec-
essary during the course of the public
hearings by the Historic Preservation Com-
mission. If the matter is not concluded on
that date, additional public hearing dates
may be ordered and scheduled. This no-
tice is sent to you on behalf of the Applicant
in accordance with the Westfield Land
Use Ordinances.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper

53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey  07091

Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant

 Wallace and Linda Parker
1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $53.55

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/6/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Concrete Pavement Joint Sealing Contract, North -2008, Various
locations in Various Counties of North Region, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,
Passaic, Sussex, Union Counties and partly Warren Co.; 100% State; DP No: 08433

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/17/08, 4/24/08 and 5/1/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-374
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith

& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special Counsel to rep-

resent the County of Union in the matter
entitled Tyrone Hamilton v. UC

COSTS: for a total contract amount not
to exceed $10,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-345
amending (Resolution No. 2007-921)
AWARD TO: Paige Plus, LLC, Tren-

ton, New Jersey
SERVICES: to extend the agreement
PERIOD: for an additional six months

through September 30, 2008
COSTS: in an additional  amount of

$50,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-363
AWARED TO: Hartford Bond Center,

Hartford, Connecticut
SERVICES: Renewing the Public

Official’s Bond for George Devanney
County Manager

PERIOD: March 16, 2008-March 15,
2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$200. (No increase from last year)

AWARED TO: Hartford Bond Center,
Hartford, Connecticut

SERVICES TO: Renewing the Public
Official’s Bond for Alan J. Falcone, Deputy
County Clerk

PERIOD: March 23, 2008- March 22,
2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$1,750. (No increase)

 AWARED TO: Hartford Insurance
Company, Rockaway, New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Travel Acci-
dent Insurance Policy for Volunteers

PERIOD: April 1, 2008- March 31, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$1,422. (No increase)

AWARED TO: Hartford Insurance
Company, Rockaway, New Jersey

SERVIECES: Renewing the Travel Ac-
cident Insurance for County Officials

PERIOD: April 1, 2008- March 31, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$1,955($705 increase)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-338
AWARDED TO: Robert Clyman, MD,

Montclair, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide professional

services for the residents/patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: April 1, 2008-May 31, 2008
COSTS: in an  amount not to exceed

$17,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
April 15, 2008.

Claire J. Gray Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1912

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1913

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $16.32

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

��������	���
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 Gold Award 

�����
����������������������
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO. 667-2008
INTRO: 3/27/2008
FINAL: 4/10//2008

 Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at a REGULAR MEETING on March 27th 2008,
and said Ordinance has been published with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further consideration
and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons interested an opportunity to be heard. NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally passed and adopted,
and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published herewith has been finally adopted on April 10th 2008, and the 20 day
period of limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such Ordinance can be commenced has begun
to run from the date of first publication of this statement.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION OF THE
LAW, ORDINANCES, POLICIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF UNION COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; PROVIDING
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SAID CODE; AND SAVING FROM REPEAL CERTAIN LEGISLATION NOT INCLUDED
THEREIN”, ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION ON AUGUST 19,
1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE “LAWS OF UNION COUNTY”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that the “Laws of Union County” are hereby amended
as outlined in the attached Schedule A:

(See attached)

Note: All text that is underlined is inserted/new language.
All text that is struck through is deleted language.

SCHEDULE A
PART I -  ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

Chapter 1, UNION COUNTY GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 4-28-1976 by Ord. No. 1; amended in its entirety

by Ord. No. 9-1984. Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE XIV, Departments; Divisions; Bureaus
§ 1-71. Departments enumerated.
[Amended 7-7-1988 by Ord. No. 299; 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; 6-20-02 by Ord. No. 553; 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
The following are hereby established as the departments of the government of the County of Union:
A. Administrative Services.
B. Finance.
C. Runnells Specialized Hospital.
D. Human Services.
E. Public Safety.
F. Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities. [Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553 and Amended 12-20-2007 by Ord. No. 664]
G.  Parks and Community Renewal.
H. Correctional Services

ARTICLE XVII, Department of Administrative Services
[Added 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337]
§ 1-99.3. Division of Motor Vehicles.
[Added 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611; Amended 12-20-2007 by Ord. No. 664]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Administrative Services, the Division of Motor Vehicles’

functions and responsibilities shall include the management, maintenance and repairs of all County-owned vehicles except the
vehicles under the jurisdiction of the the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

C. Division organization.
(3)The Division of Motor Vehicles’ general functions shall include:

(a) Controlling the inventory and issuing of passenger motor vehicles for the County, as well as other transportation services,
as required except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

(b) Providing motor vehicles, storage and maintenance facilities and establishing and implementing procedures and uniform
regulations relating to the motor pool facilities, equipment, safety, repairs and replacement of vehicles.

(c) Having responsibility for performing repairs, maintenance and all service necessary to keep the motor vehicles in safe
and readily usable condition except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering, and Public
Works and Facilities.

(d) Monitoring the usage of all vehicles and keeping records on all repairs, gas, oil, etc except the vehicles under the
jurisdiction of the the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

ARTICLE XX, Department of Correctional Services
§ 1-119. General purpose; departmental organization
A. There shall be a Department of Correctional Services in which the the Director of Correctional Services shall be the head of the

Department and shall be responsible to the County Manager for its operation. The Department of Correctional Services is
established for the following purposes:
(1)Developing and administering appropriate plans and programs to coordinate and improve criminal justice activities within the

County;
(2)Studying and analyzing the programs and activities of federal, state and local agencies within the County relating to the

administration of criminal justice.
(3)Operating and maintaining the County jail in a safe, efficient, sanitary and humane manner.
(4)Exercising custody, rule, keeping and charge of all prisoners in the County jail pending court action, the serving of sentences

to the County jail and their transportation to state correctional facilities or otherwise detained within the jail pursuant to law.
(5)Protecting the public by securely detaining individuals who present a danger to the community.

B. The County Manager may, pursuant to the relevant portions of N.J.S.A. 30:8-20, N.J.S.A. 40:41A-27a and N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51b,
appoint the Director of the Department of Correctional Services for a term not to exceed two years. Such appointment for a term
shall not nullify or eliminate the authority of the County Manager to remove the Director of the Department of Correctional Services
at any time during the term, without cause, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51c. However, such removal shall be subject to the right
of the Director of the Department of Correctional Services to request a public hearing on such removal before the Board of Chosen
Freeholders in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:41A-87b. [Amended 12-19-1996 by Ord. No. 434]

§ 1-120 through § 1-122. (Reserved)

ARTICLE XXI, Department of Public Safety
[Amended 10-30-1985 by Ord. No. 232; 9-10-1987 by Ord. No. 275; 8-2-1988 by Ord. No. 300; 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; 7-22-

1999 by Ord. No. 503; 6-20-2002 by Ord. No 553; 2-5-2004 by Ord. No. 587; 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636;]
§ 1-123. General purpose; departmental organization.
[Amended 11-12-1992 by Ord. No. 370; 4-14-1994 by Ord. No. 390; 8-21-1997 by Ord. No. 454; 12-11-1997 by Ord. No. 458; 9-14-

2006 by Ord. No. 636]
D. The Department of Public Safety shall include the following divisions:

(1)The Division of Police.
(2)The Division of Medical Examiner.
(3)The Division of Weights and Measures.
(4)The Division of Emergency Management.
(5) The Division of Health [Deleted  9-9-2007 by Ord. No. 655-2007]
(6)The Division of Correctional Services.

§ 1-129. Division of Correctional Services.
[Amended 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of Public Safety, the Division of Correctional Services functions and

responsibilities shall include:
(1)Developing and administering appropriate plans and programs to coordinate and improve criminal justice activities within the

County.
(2)Studying and analyzing the programs and activities of federal, state and local agencies within the County relating to the

administration of criminal justice.
(3)Operating and maintaining the County jail in a safe, efficient, sanitary and humane manner.
(4)Exercising custody, rule, keeping and charge of all prisoners in the County jail pending court action, the serving of sentences

to the County jail and their transportation to state correctional facilities or otherwise detained within the jail pursuant to law.
(5)Protecting the public by securely detaining individuals who present a danger to the community.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Correctional Services shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to
the Director of Public Safety for its operation.

C. The County Manager may, pursuant to the relevant portions of N.J.S.A. 30:8-20, N.J.S.A. 40:41A-27a and N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51b,
appoint the Director of the Division of Correctional Services for a term not to exceed two years. Such appointment for a term shall
not nullify or eliminate the authority of the County Manager to remove the Director of the Division of Correctional Services at any
time during the term, without cause, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51c. However, such removal shall be subject to the right of the
Director of the Division of Correctional Services to request a public hearing on such removal before the Board of Chosen
Freeholders in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:41A-87b. [Amended 12-19-1996 by Ord. No. 434]

§§ 1-130 through 1-131. (Reserved)

ARTICLE XIX, Department of Engineering, and Public Works & Facitilites
[Added 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; amended 4-14-1994 by Ord. No. 390; 6-26-1997 by Ord. No. 452; 12-11-1997 by Ord. No. 458;

6-25-1998 by Ord. No. 478; 7-22-1999 by Ord. No. 503; 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
§ 1-111. General purpose; departmental organization.
A. There shall be a Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for the purpose of planning, constructing, repairing

and maintaining all property and infrastructure owned and operated by Union County.
B. Department head. The Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities shall be the head of the

Department and shall be responsible to the County Manager for the Department’s operation. The Director of the Department of
Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities may also be the director of a division within the Department Engineering and Public

Works.
C. The Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities shall include the following divisions:

(1) The Division of Public Works.
(2) The Division of Engineering.
(3)  The Division of Facilities Management

§ 1-112. Division of Public Works.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities, the Division

of Public Works’ functions and responsibilities shall include: road construction and maintenance, bridge maintenance and public
works, shade tree and conservation and mosquito control.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Public Works shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director
of the Department Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for its operation. The Director of the Division of
Public Works may be the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Roads and Bridges.
(b) Bureau of Shade Tree and Conservation.
(c) Bureau of Mosquito Control.
(d) Bureau of Inspections.
(e) Bureau of Heavy Equipment and Truck Repair

(7) The Bureau of Heavy Equipment and Truck Repair
(a) Having responsibility for performing repairs, maintenance and all service necessary to keep the County’s Heavy

Equipment and Truck in safe and readily usable condition.
§ 1-113. Division of Engineering.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities, the Division

of Engineering’s functions and responsibilities shall include:
B. Director of the Division of Engineering.

(1)Division head. The Director of the Division of Engineering shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the
Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for its operation. The Director of the Division of
Engineering shall be a duly licensed professional engineer in the State of New Jersey. The Director of the Division of
Engineering may be the County Engineer.

§ 1-115.  Division of Facilities Mangement.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities, the Division

of Facilities Management’s functions and responsibilities shall include providing general building maintenance to all County
buildings, with the exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital, including the functions of stationary engineers, custodial
maintenance and general trades, construction management services, and printing and signage services.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Facilities Mangement shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to
the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for its operation.

ARTICLE I, Noncontractual Employees & Division and Department Heads
[Adopted 5-14-1987 as Res. No. 396-87]
§ 26-1. Adoption of benefit policy.
The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union does hereby adopt the following policy regarding benefits for all

noncontractural employees and division and department heads.
A. Additional benefits for noncontractual employees.

 (3) (a)  A policy for payment of authorized overtime worked under conditions set forth herein is hereby established and shall be
applicable to all noncontractual supervisory employees below the position of department head or division head in the following
departments and/or divisions:

[1]  Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities;
[2]  Department of Parks, Recreation, and Facilities;
[3]  Division of Emergency Management (Department of Public Safety);
[4]  Division of Motor Vehicles (Department of Administrative Services);
[5]  Division of Hospital Maintenance (Department of Runnells Spec. Hospital).

Chapter 26, BENEFITS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 11-25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]

ARTICLE V,  Retiree Health Insurance Benefits Package
[History: Adopted 11-25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]
§ 26-8. Retiree subsidy.
A) Accidental Disability Pension Retiree

Subject to eligibility criteria and conditions set forth below, the County shall remove the existing cap on the retiree health benefits
for Accidental Disability Pension Retirees.  The eligibility criteria and conditions are as follows:

a. Eligibility is limited to individuals and their dependents who have retired from the County of Union on an Accidental Disability
Pension authorized by the New Jersey Division of Pension & Benefits under either the Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System or the Public Employees Retirement System.

b. The health benefit plan provided herein including co-pays and participant contribution  toward premium shall be the same as
the basic plan provided to active incumbent employees in any given year and is subject to amendment and change including
changing the service provider, at the County’s discretion.

c. Prescription benefits shall be provided in a manner deemed most cost effective by the County at any given time based on
existing market conditions and shall be subject to amendment and change including changing service provider, solely at the
County’s discretion.

d. At such time as the eligible retiree becomes Medicare eligible, the eligible retiree will assume the cost of any Medicare
Coverage; and it is expressly understood that the County will provide only supplemental coverage to Medicare.

e. In order to maintain and/or continue eligibility for the health benefits contained herein, Accidental Disability Pension Retirees
must:
i. Not receive payments or stipends of any kind for premiums, charges or the like for medical benefits coverage from any

employer, or receive payments or stipends in lieu of health benefits;
ii. Not be eligible to receive fully paid active employee or retiree health benefits from any other Union County health benefit

program or Collective Bargaining Agreement;
iii. Not receive health benefits coverage from a source other than Union County;
iv. Not be eligible to receive health benefits coverage from a source other than Union County expressly including eligibility

for such coverage from another employer or a spouse’s employer; and
v. Provide an annual certification to the County verifying a) through d) above.

B) Constitutional Officers, Department Directors and Division Heads
C) Consistent with the State of New Jersey’s policy and criteria for health benefits for state employees who have served twenty-five

years in the State pension system, the County shall remove the existing cap on the retiree health benefit subsidy to provide health
benefits consistent with the health benefits provided to state employees who have served twenty-five (25) years in the state
pension system, excluding Medicare premiums, for all individuals holding the position of Constitutional Officer, Department
Director or equivalent, or Division Head or equivalent at the time of retirement and who a) have retired on a disability pension; b)
retire on or after January 1, 2008 who  and have twenty-five (25) years or more of service in either the Police & Firemen’s Retirement
System or the Public Employees Retirement System with a minimum period of five (5) years of service with the County of Union
with no age limitation; or c) retire on or after January 1, 2008 and who have reached the age of 62 years or older with at least 15
years of service in either the Police & Firemen’s Retirement System or the Public Employees Retirement System with a minimum
period of five (5) years of service with the County of Union.If a Constitutional Officer’s, Department Director’s or equivalent or
Division Head’s or equivalent (hereafter employee) spouse is retired and has, in effect, benefits coverage for herself/himself and
employee for life, the employee may opt to participate in the Voluntary Health Benefit Buyout Program and for a family plan receive
a payment of $5,000.00 per annum, reduced to $2,500.00 per annum upon employee reaching Medicare eligibility; and for a single
plan receive a payment of $1,800.00 per annum which shall continue up to and beyond employee reaching Medicare
eligibility.Exclusionary Employees

There shall be provided a subsidy toward health benefits insurance premiums for all retirees who are exclusionary employees and
who have retired from and after January 1, 1986, said subsidy to be consistent with the subsidy schedule for retirees as negotiated with
Retirees Council No. 8 through the collective bargaining procedure.

Chapter 139, VEHICLES, COUNTY-OWNED

ARTICLE I, Assignment and Use Guidelines
[Adopted 9-11-1975 by Res. No. 806-75; amended 1-26-1978 by Res. No. 79-78]
B. The following plan will be implemented by the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles of the Division of Operations Department of

Administrative Services in accordance with the Administrative Code of the County of Union [Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515;
amended 6/20/02 by Ord. No. 553]:
(1)When an individual leaves the employment of Union County, the motor vehicle will not be automatically reissued to his/her

replacement; at that particular time, the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles will determine the merits of reassigning the vehicle.
(2)When an individual who is assigned a motor vehicle requests that his/her vehicle should be replaced, he/she must apply to

the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles for reconsideration of the assignment of the motor vehicle.
D. The entire motor pool management will be assigned to the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles of the Division of Operations

Department of Administrative Services in accordance with the Administrative Code of the County of Union (i.e., insurance, license
plates, maintenance, assignment of motor pool vehicles and replacement plan). [Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515; amended
6/20/02 by Ord. No. 553]

E. All presently issued and valid gasoline credit cards shall be immediately recalled by the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles and,
where approved, reissued with the specific license plate number embossed onto said gasoline credit card, for the purpose of
permitting examinations of charges thereon by license number and driver assigned and to prevent any abuses thereof. [Amended
9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]

F. Where determined by the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles to be appropriate, economy cars will be utilized by the County of Union.
[Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]

G. This Board directs that, commencing on December 31, 1977, and continuing on a semiannual basis thereafter (June 30 and
December 31 each year), the County Manager shall submit a written and detailed report concerning the motor vehicles owned
by the County of Union. The County Manager may, in order to assist in preparing said report, request the Bureau Division of Motor
Vehicles to provide an overall evaluation of the vehicle fleet, its usage and recommendations for improvements to the present
system. [Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Editor’s Note: Kate Lechner is a
Peace Corps Health Education Vol-
unteer in Mali, West Africa. She is
a 2003 Westfield High School gradu-
ate.

“Ha. But they cannot ever be equal;
women are inferior to men.” This was
the response I received from my local
language tutor — a man I had previ-
ously considered an ally in my work
for development —when I showed
him the International Women’s Day
fabric. Printed with the theme for
2008, “Financing and Promotion of
Equality of the Sexes and the Eman-
cipation of Women,” it was hard to
come by the special edition fabric in
my village. Certain female shopkeep-
ers traveled to the larger towns to
bring it to the women of Bara.

 Sponsored by the Malian Ministry
for the Promotion of Women, Chil-
dren and the Family, I doubt
Mohammadou’s opinion of this year’s
slogan was the intended reaction.
However, it has been a successful tool
as a conversation starter on the sub-
ject of gender roles. Schoolgirls ex-
plained it as a day of vacation for
women, and men wished me a happy
holiday. Unfortunately, discussions
frequently ended with the joke that if
women “took the day off” and left
their work to men, March 8 would
have been an international day of
hunger, thirst and dirtiness.

 Official celebrations included a
parade in the capital city, Bamako,
panel discussions and speeches broad-
cast on the national television station.
As this was the first year that the
women of Bara celebrated, the
women’s association president rea-
soned that practical knowledge would
be an appropriate way to honor the
work of women. Together we orga-
nized a hands-on workshop to intro-
duce ameliorated mud stoves.

This take on the traditional method

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, 07076, Union
County, New Jersey, for the following to
be received at the prevailing time(s):

CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES
MAY 7, 2008 AT 2:00 P.M.

and will be publicly opened and read
immediately thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with name
and address of bidder and work bid upon
noted on the outside, and must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Board of Education for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00,
and must be delivered to the Secretary of
the Board of Education, or the Board’s
designated representative at the above
place on or before the hour named. The
Board of Education assumes no responsi-
bility for bids mailed or misdirected in de-
livery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or waive informality in the bidding if it
is in the interest of the Board of Education
to do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law.”

All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with the require-
ments of P.L. 1975, Chapter 127.

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
1 T - 4/17/08, The Times Fee: $48.45

By Kate Lechner in Mali

International Women’s Day
Good Conversation Piece

of cooking over wood or dung re-
duces the amount of fuel by trapping
the heat. Especially on the edge of the
Sahara, fewer trees used as fuel helps
reduce deforestation; as gathering
wood is completed further and fur-
ther from the village as availability of
trees decreases, a more fuel-efficient
stove reduces the time spent search-
ing. All of these benefits and the
necessary supplies are three rocks
and a pile of mud. I wasn’t surprised
by the enthusiasm generated by the
workshop.

 The yard where we built the ame-
liorated mud stove has received many
visitors. It is my hope that this im-

proved stove will spread throughout
the village in my time here. As
progress in development is slow, and
I am only here for two years, I try to
keep in mind that my goal is to pro-
vide options, not to force adoption of
my ideas. In that respect, this project
has already been a success as six
women now have the information to
enact change.

 Peace Corps volunteers have a
complex relationship with time. For
an American, the transition to a slow
moving, less predictable pace is a big
part of the culture shock. Patience is
a virtue I find myself blessed with the
opportunity to cultivate; in Mali, the

staff jokes that we operate on West
African International Time, or WAIT.

My days are structured around the
five calls to prayer. Projects move
forward — or don’t —according to
things beyond my control: weather,
illness, and, as the Malians say, “The
will of God.” I measure my time in
Mali with a bracelet for each com-
pleted month. As my wrist gets
heavier, with just over a year and a
half remaining, I can already feel my
service running out.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-5399-08
FILE NO: 36.1819

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JULIO PRETELL AND

MRS. JULIO PRETELL, HIS WIFE
You are hereby summoned and required

to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which NATIONAL CITY
MORTGAGE A DIVISION OF NATIONAL
CITY BANK is plaintiff and JULIO
PRETELL AND MRS. JULIO PRETELL,
HIS WIFE; UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS
ONE THROUGH TEN; OHIO CASUALTY
GROUP INSURANCE COMPANY A/K/A
OHIO CASUALTY GROUP, et als. are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket Number F-
5399-08 within thirty-five (35) days after
April 17, 2008 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint (and amend-
ment to complaint, if any). You shall file
your answer and proof of service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex, 25
Market Street, P.O. Box 971, Trenton,
New Jersey, 08625, in accordance with
the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated April 9, 2007, made by JULIO

PRETELL, UNMARRIED, as Mortgagor(s)
to NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE A DIVI-
SION OF NATIONAL CITY BANK, re-
corded on August 27, 2007, in Book 12275
of Mortgages for UNION County, Page
0557, and subsequently assigned to the
plaintiff; and (2) to recover possession of,
and concerns the premises commonly
known as: 539 MARSHALL STREET,
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07206.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the law-
yer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling 908-353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling 908-354-
4340.

You, JULIO PRETELL, are made a party
defendant to this foreclosure action be-
cause you  are the record owner(s) of the
mortgaged premises, because you ex-
ecuted the Bond/Note and Mortgage be-
ing foreclosed herein and may be liable for
any deficiency thereon, and for any right,
title, claim or interest you may have in, to or
against the said mortgaged premises.

You, MRS. JULIO PRETELL, HIS WIFE,
are the spouse of the mortgagor and owner
of the mortgaged premises and as such
may have a dower/curtesy or other inter-
est in said premises.
Dated: APRIL 10, 2008

Theodore Fetter, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

GREAT WAY TO BEGIN THE DAY…Stephen Wyrwa, a parent of a student at
The Westfield Cooperative Nursery School, instructed children on how to have
healthy smiles. Dr. Wyrwa’s presentation was well received by the children.
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CLASSIFIEDS

SUCCESSFUL EVENT…The Junior Woman’s Club of Westfield held its major
fundraiser of the year March 8, a wine pairing and auction to benefit Children’s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) and the Gorczyca Children’s Education Fund. More
than 300 people attended the event, held at the Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains, and nearly $70,000 was raised. Local businesses and merchants,
among them ShopRite Liquors and CoolVines in Westfield, contributed to the
event. Pictured, from left to right, are: Erin Zito, Junior Woman’s Club president;
Nanette Loftus, wine pairing chairperson for the club; Theresa Valentino, director
of Development, Children’s Specialized Hospital Foundation; Linda Stevens,
executive assistant, CSH, and Daryl Caiola, wine pairing chairperson for the club.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its April 14, 2008 meeting for the follow-
ing applications heard at its March 10,
2008 meeting.

Noelle Koetje, 756 Clarence Street;
Applicant is seeking permission to retain a
patio in the side yard contrary to Section
13.02H1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication denied.

Josephine Ward-Gallagher and
James Ward 201 & 215 Prospect Street;
Applicant is seeking permission to park
trucks, vans, motorized landscape and
construction equipment and other vehicles,
on a temporary basis, in conjunction with
construction at 111 Prospect Street con-
trary to Sections 15.03B, 15.03I, 15.03J
and 15.04A of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

LOTTO SAMPLE SALE

BLOWOUT PRICES
All $5 & $10

Soccer Balls, Shinguards, GK
Gloves, Jerseys, Shorts, Cleats,
Indoor, Turf (footwear mostly in
sizes adult 9, wmn 7, youth 2),

Tennis Shoes & Apparel
Sat., April 19th, 10 to 6
2 Tudor Oval, Westfield

CAKE DECORATOR

Retail store in Westfield
seeks to hire

Part-time Cake Decorator.
Experienced Preferred.

Call (732) 232-1628

INSTANT CANOPY 10' X 10'

Ideal for temporary events (easy/
quick set up) Pro quality (not
flimsy) with steel frames, white
polyester tops, clip-on weight
bags. 7' to 11’H, folds to 62" x 8.5"
x 8.5", 65 lbs. Fine condition (only
used 4 times) Two available at
$249. each. (908) 233-7271

“WESTFIELD” BY LENOX

A classic 1940’s china pattern:
cream color with an elegant gold
wheat motif & trim. Proudly back-
stamped “Westfield” by Lenox.
Serves 12, 5-parts + extra’s, 81
pieces total. Hard to find as a set
in such perfect condition. Most
suitable for those special
occasions. Yours for $1199.

(908) 233-7271
APARTMENT FOR RENT

One room, efficiency apartment
in Westfield for rent May 1.
Furnished or unfurnished. Private
kitchen and bathroom, air
conditioning, off-street parking.

(909) 232-4381
PARISH SECRETARY

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield needs general
office, publications, membership
data and calendar manage-
ment. Salary negotiable.
Reports directly to the rector.
Resumes to: Fr. Andrew, 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield 07090 or
AHamersley@stpaulswestfield.org

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Experienced, mature, respon-
sible, and energetic babysitter
available day time hours and
weekends. References available.
Contact Sulma at (908) 351-3582.

AVON REPS NEEDED!

Great summer job, Career, or
Extra $$ - you decide!

FREE online training, supplies,
products & samples.

1-800-758-1668
JoinBeautyToday.com

RECEPTIONIST / SECRETARY

For Westfield Law Firm.
Fax resume and

salary requirements to
(908) 233-5612

HOUSEKEEPER

Polish Lady
Reliable, Dependable, Honest

Great refs, 10 years of exp.
Call Edyta (908) 583-7814

AGENTS WANTED

Improve your quality of life!
Consider a Career in Real Estate!
Interviewing new and exp.  agents

Corporate Training Program
Prudential NJ Properties
(908) 232-5664 ext. 103

Ask for Margie

LIGHT BRIGHT WESTFIELD RENTAL

Cheery, spacious Colonial, 3 Bed-
room, 1.5 bath. Walk to Washing-
ton School, train, town. Nicely fur-
nished/equipped or empty. $2695/
mo. Short term pricing on request.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic. agt.

For bright, friendly, pediatric
specialty office PT or FT
weekdays 9-5. Must have
prior medical office exp. for
fast paced office. Verifiable
work references required.

Fax Resume To:
(908) 273-8653

MEDICAL FRONT DESK

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

400 Sq. Ft., 3rd Floor
Available May 1, 2008

$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008

$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

Do you need to clean your
school, church, clinic or office?
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE CLEANING SERVICE

SUMMER CAMP STAFF

Scotch Plains day camp seeks
PreK Lead Teachers, Outdoor Ed
& Sports Specialists, Senior
Counselors. Competitive salary.

Email resume to
campyachad@jccnj.org.

HELP WANTED

Mature, responsible, pet lover
PT / FT Pet sitter

Dog walker for local business
days / evenings / weekends avail.

Call (908) 928-1748

HOUSE CLEANER

I clean Houses, Apartments &
Offices. 6 years experience

with good references.
Call Andreia at (201) 998-5792

or cell (201) 563-3947

FOR SALE

Lexington Dining Rm Set & Server
Table. Incls. 4 side, 2 arm chrs &
table pad. Excellent condition!
Photos avail. No Delivery. $2,500

Call (908) 301-9188

READ TO ACHIEVE…Cassandra Cella, marketing manager for accounting
and business advisory services firm Fazio, Mannuzza, Roche, Tankel, Lapilusa,
LLC (FMRTL) of Springfield, presents Stephen Izzo, Cranford School District’s
manager of grants and special programs, with a check co-sponsoring a student to
attend the 2008-2009 Cranford School District Academy (CSDA) — an intensive
weekend reading program helping students overcome severe reading disabilities.
Mr. Izzo has raised more than $130,000 in CSDA donations since 2006 from
sponsors like FMRTL, which also supports the American Cancer Society, Oppor-
tunity Project and the Cranford Jaycees.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured

(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

Electric, Inc.
Full Service

Electrical Construction Co.

Commercial & Residential

Professionalism & Integrity are the

foundation of JDM Electric

908-654-1662
Free Estimates • NJ License #6547

Fully Insured & Bonded

Get Ready For Summer

PATIO PARTY
14x14 Paver Patio

72" Tiki Bar • 96" Landscaping Bed

Packages Start At $9,999

732-494-YARD
Serving Union & Middlesex Counties

Residential Remodeler • Builder

908.233.0900

www.GO-KENT.com

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Custom

Wallpaper

Painting

By Diego Serrano
TOTAL RESTORATION

(973) 479-1718
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

www.independentpainters.com

(973) 444-1956
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OH, THE HORROR…Local poets Adele Kenny and Alex Pinto gear up for an
evening of “Gothic” poetry, on April 25, in celebration of National Poetry Month
and the 10th anniversary of the Carriage House Poetry Series in Fanwood. The
free event begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, next to Fanwood Borough Hall.

Gothic Poets Will Celebrate
Carriage’s 10th Anniversary
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council invited the public to attend
the Carriage House Poetry Series’
10th anniversary celebration and ob-
servance of National Poetry Month
on Friday, April 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center, located on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, next
to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The event will honor the Gothic
tradition in literature and will feature
distinguished poets Robert Carnevale,
Catherine Doty, Adele Kenny, Diane
Lockward, Alex Pinto, Tom Plante
and Susanna Rich.

The poets, in Gothic costumes, will
read theme-related poems by such
masters of the Gothic genre as Emily
Dickinson, Edgar Allan Poe, Percy
Bysshe Shelley, Dante Rossetti,
Marianne Moore and Robert Frost, as
well as their own poems.

Currently a satellite project of the
Fanwood Arts Council, the Carriage

House Poetry Series was established
in 1998, and has featured Pulitzer
Prize-winner Stephen Dunn, National
Book Award-winner Gerald Stern, and
dozens of other important contempo-
rary poets.

The “Gothic” event on April 25 is
funded in part by grants from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Service
League and the Fanwood Recycling
Association.

Costumes are not required for mem-
bers of the audience, but ghostly Vic-
torians, witches, goblins and ghouls
are welcome.

An open reading will follow the
featured performances and refresh-
ments. Audience members who come
dressed in Gothic attire are invited to
read theme-specific poems of their
own or by time-honored poets.

The event is free and open to all.
For information and directions, call
(908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

Temple, WSO Celebrate
60th Anniversary of Israel

WESTFIELD — On Thursday,
May 8, at 7:30 p.m., Temple Emanu-
El and the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra (WSO) will present a col-
laboration, Israel at 60 – A Diamond
Celebration.

The cultural festivity will feature
music, performances and original
pieces to mark the birth of the mod-
ern State of Israel and pray for peace,
as well as to honor Israel’s values,
ideals and worldwide contributions.

The celebration is also a commu-
nity-building effort, promoting the
values of tolerance, diversity and
reconciliation, uniting constituencies
and fostering interdenominational
coordination and cooperation.

“How happy I am, as music direc-
tor of the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra, to be closing WSO’s sea-
son-long cultural retrospective of
conflict resolution with this exciting
collaboration with Temple Emanu-
El,” Maestro David Wroe said. “I am
also thrilled and honored to celebrate
the immeasurable contribution the
Jewish people have made to the clas-
sical-music world,” he continued.

This event will feature renowned
Israeli pianist Alon Goldstein, fresh
from his collaboration with Israel
Philharmonic, performing
Schuman’s much-loved piano con-
certo in A minor. The evening will
also feature Temple Emanu-El Can-
tor Martha Novick and Bergen
County’s Pro Arte Chorale perform-
ing Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester
Psalms in Hebrew.

The celebration will also feature

the world premier of a newly com-
missioned work by the prominent
composer and saxophonist Rabbi
Greg Wall, celebrating the State of
Israel through a musical retrospec-
tive of Israeli music.

Scored for full orchestra with folk
ensemble, clarinet soloist and male
vocalist, this work will be revealed
at the May 8 concert. Rabbi Wall and
his ensemble will round off the
evening’s festivities with a perfor-
mance of traditional Klezmer and
favorite Jewish folk songs.

“I am enormously excited to part-
ner with the WSO on this important
endeavor,” Temple Emanu-El’s
Rabbi Sagal said. “Maestro Wroe
and his staff are creative and dy-
namic, and we are fortunate to have
a symphony of this quality in
Westfield.”

Proceeds from the evening will
benefit the Temple Emanu-El Israel
fund.

Tickets, priced at $36, $54 or $72,
may be purchased directly from the
WSO office, located at 224 East
Broad Street, or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400.

Tickets are also available at Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery, located at 549 South
Avenue in Westfield, the Town Book-
store of Westfield, 270 East Broad
Street, Martin Jewelers in Cranford
and the Temple Emanu-El office.

For further information, call (908)
232-9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, or go
to westfieldsymphony.org or
tewnj.org.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

Director George Clooney’s
Leatherheads, a sports comedy circa
1925, amuses in a rote fashion that
manages to be consistently convivial
without offering a novel nuance or
saying anything of great consequence.
It’s a testament to what technically
skilled filmmaking can accomplish
even if the magic of inspiration
doesn’t appear on its roster.

Such razzle can dazzle you a bit.
The movie becomes the underdog.
Human nature dictates that some-
thing better might await just beyond
the next frame. While such optimism
is an attribute far more important to
great explorers than filmgoers,
nobody’s going to laugh at you for
hanging in there. It’s not like you’re
saying the screen is round.

But alas, even with George
Clooney’s movie star presence as
aging pro football star Jimmy
“Dodge” Connelly and Renee
Zellweger’s swell effervescence as
news reporter Lexie Littleton, no
amount of hope can make
“Leatherheads” a bona fide winner.
And yet, good film or bad, it’d seem
unsportsmanlike not to root for the
Duluth Bulldogs.

That’s Dodge’s team, a motley crew
of gridiron reprobates who’d rather
knock heads with fellow outcasts on
Sunday than toil all week in the mines
and fields. They are the perfect bot-
tom curs if ever there were any. But
what really entices us to their chances
is Clooney’s role as their tacitly ac-
knowledged alpha leader. You see,
Dodge has flair.

In fact, it’s his brainstorm that sets
in motion the story by Duncan
Brantley and Rick Reilly. Back on
their own two-yard-line financially,
and no equivalent of the punt at their
disposal, it looks like it’s the showers
for Duluth. Several other so-called
pro teams have already folded. And
then a great notion strikes. Reinvent.
Add style. Bring in a war hero.

There just so happens to be one on
hand, of late glomming ink on all the
front pages. Stepping right out of
central casting, John Krasinki’s Carter
Rutherford is male panache, 1920s
style. Every schoolboy and his older

Leatherheads: Runs
Toward the Wrong Goal

sister can recite the tales of his brav-
ery in the Argonne. Now attending
Princeton, the tall, handsome lad is
wowing ‘em on the gridiron.

Credit Dodge for a 6th sense that
comes of being the real deal, if not the
touted hero. He’s a survivor. A bit
long of tooth at forty-five, but none-
theless still suiting up weekly, he
figures Carter isn’t going to be happy
when it comes time to relinquish the
pedestal college football has afforded.
He just might be the guy to legitimize
the pro game.

Of course, there’s a rub. A dis-
gruntled vet who served with our
golden boy is telling another version
of the war story. And when he brings
it to the attention of the editor at the
Chicago Tribune, top reporter Lexie
Littleton is handed the assignment:
see if it’s all a myth and, if so, debunk
it. Which means the gal will be doing
the Mata Hari thing.

Under the pretext that she’s writing
a piece about this great watershed in
professional football, spunky, sexy
and sassy Lexie is soon an embedded,
so to speak, correspondent with the
Bulldogs. In usual madcap comedy
form, it only follows that both Carter
and Dodge will be falling for the lass.
Before long, the typically tangled web
is woven.

Adding to the complications, the
Feds want in on the action just in case
this renaissance thing works. They
install government wonk Pete Harkin
(Peter Gerety) as commissioner in
charge of regulating the sport. Uh
oh…rules. Among other flies in the
ointment with a vested interest there’s
Carter’s handler, CC Frazier
(Jonathan Pryce). The man is shady.

All these plot pieces in place, no
real forward motion is achieved. In-
deed, the costumes and award-wor-
thy art direction do a fairly nice job of
evoking the era. But while the verbal
thrust and parry of the love triangle
crackles with perfunctory sarcasm,
you can almost imagine a laugh track
refrain complementing it. There is no
soul, no commitment.

The result is a stream of good-
natured banter that, five years hence,
playing on TV while you iron the
laundry, will make for pleasant
enough background noise. Problem
is, Mr. Clooney had no great script.
But he did have a potentially intrigu-
ing subject. Instead of running the
same, tired old play, some scram-
bling in the backfield was in order.

A winning look at the nascency of
pro football that happens to be funny
would have been far preferable to a
formulaic farce that just happens to
be about pro football. But, in his
position of movie quarterback,
Clooney fails to read that signal and
Leatherheads gets penalized many
yards at the box office for possessing
a mediocre game plan.

* * *
Leatherheads, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed
by George Clooney and stars George
Clooney, Renee Zellweger and John
Krasinski. Running time: 114 min-
utes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed
bids will be received by the Township of
Scotch Plains (here-inafter called the
“Owner”) for:

SOUTH SIDE PARK IMPROVEMENTS

Sealed bids for the above named Con-
tract, which comprises the demolition of
structures and the construction of improve-
ments at South Side Park at the intersec-
tion of the Martine Avenue Extension and
Raritan Road within the Township of Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey
(“Owner”), will be received at the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 on May 6, 2008, at 10:00
a.m. prevailing time, at which time they will
be publicly unsealed and the contents
publicly announced.

The work includes the furnishing of all
labor, materials and equipment neces-
sary to complete the work as shown on
the Drawings and as described in the
Specifications. The work consists of the
demolition and removal of a baseball field,
fencing and backstop, bleachers with
concrete pads, asphalt pavement, trees
and shrubs, soil excavation and the in-
stallation of a synthetic turf soccer field,
bleachers and player benches, field light-
ing, site lighting, asphalt parking area,
restroom/storage building, playground
equipment, underground drainage piping
and stormwater structures, retaining wall,
infiltration basin and outfall structure, fenc-
ing and netting, landscaping, sewer and
water piping, electrical work related to the
athletic field, restroom building, and site
improvements; and general construction
as shown in the contract drawings. The
work is located at the intersection of the
Martine Avenue Extension and Raritan
Road within the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey. The work shall be
completed within 180 calendar days of
the Contractor’s receipt of written Notice
to Proceed. The synthetic turf field, fence,
and safety netting shall be completed by
September 1, 2008 to provide a playable
field. All remaining work items shall be
completed within the 180 calendar days
allowed by the contract.

No bid will be received unless in writing
on the forms furnished, and unless ac-
companied by bid security in the form of a
bid bond, cashier’s check, or a certified
check made payable to the Township of
Scotch Plains in an amount equal to 10%
of the amount of the total bid, but not
exceeding $20,000.

The bid shall be accompanied by a Cer-
tificate of Surety on the form included in
the Contract Documents, from a surety
company licensed to do business in the
State of New Jersey, which shall repre-
sent that the surety company will provide
the Contractor with the required bonds in
the sums required in the Contract Docu-
ments and in a form satisfac-tory to the
Owner’s Attorney and in compliance with
the requirements of law.

Bidders must use the prepared bid form
which is contained in the Contract Docu-

ments. Each individual proposal must be
separately enclosed in a sealed envelope
addressed to the Township Clerk, Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 marked on the
outside with the number of the contract(s)
and name of the project being bid on.

No bids will be received after the time
and date specified, and no bids will be
received by mail. The Owner shall award
the Contract or reject all bids within 60
days of bid opening, except that the bids of
any bidders who consent thereto may, at
the request of the Owner, be held for con-
sider-ation for such longer period as may
be agreed.

The Owner will evaluate bids and any
award will be made to the lowest, respon-
sive, responsible bidder in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1. A copy of N.J.S.A
40A:11-6.1 is included in Section entitled
Local Public Contract of this specification.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any
or all bids and to waive minor informalities
or irregularities in bids received.

The qualification and reclassification of
bidders will be subject to the statutory
provisions contained in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
25 to 32 (“Local Public Contract Law”). A
copy of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-25 to 32 is in-
cluded in the Section entitled “Local Public
Contract Law” of this specification.

All bid security except the security of the
three apparent lowest responsible bidders
shall be returned, unless otherwise re-
quested by the bidder, within ten (10) days
after the open-ing of the bids, Sundays
and holidays excepted, and the bids of the
bidders whose bid security is returned
shall be considered withdrawn.

Each bidder must submit with his bid a
signed certificate stating that he owns,
leases or controls all the necessary equip-
ment required to accomplish the work
shown and described in the Contract Docu-
ments. Should the bidder not be the actual
owner or leasee of such equipment, his
certificate shall state the source from which
the equipment will be obtained and, in
addition, shall be accompanied by a signed
certificate from the owner or person in
control of the equipment definitely grant-
ing to the bidder the control of the equip-
ment required during such time as may be
necessary for the completion of that por-
tion of the Contract for which it is neces-
sary. The bidder shall comply with the
documentation requirements set forth in
the Article of the Information for Bidders,
entitled, “Bidder Submissions”.

The successful bidder will be required to
submit bonds and proof of insurance on or
before execution of their respective Con-
tracts as explained in the Contract Docu-
ments.

Bidders are required to comply with all
relevant Federal and State Statutes, Rules
and Regulations including but not limited
to the applicable provisions of Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended
(42 USC 2000d2000D4A), the discrimina-
tion and affirmative action provisions of
N.J.S.A. 10:21 through 10:24, the New
Jersey Law against Discrimination,
N.J.S.A. 10:51, et seq., the rules and regu-
lations promulgated pursuant thereto, the
State require-ment for bidders to supply

statements of ownership (N.J.S.A.
52:2524.2) and the State requirement for
submission of the names and addresses
of certain subcontractors (N.J.S.A.
40A:1116).

The Contract Documents may be exam-
ined and obtained at the Office of the
Engineer, Hatch Mott MacDonald, 27
Bleeker Street, Millburn, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:45 p.m.
The Contract Documents may be pur-
chased by prospective bidder upon pay-
ment of a fee of one hundred dollars
$100.00 for each set of full-sized draw-
ings with specifications. Payment must be
made by business check and shall be
made out to Hatch Mott MacDonald. If
requested by a prospective bidder, one
complete set of the Contract Documents
will be sent by overnight courier (US Postal
Service, FedEx, UPS, Airborne Express,
etc.) upon receipt of the cost of the Con-
tract Documents plus fifty dollars ($50.00)
for handling and the bidder’s bill-to ac-
count number;

If the Contract is awarded, no refunds
will be given. If for any reason the Contract
is not awarded, refunds will be made to
bidders pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:1124(b)
when the Contract Documents are re-
turned in reasonable condition within 90
days of notice that the Contract has not
been awarded.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:531 et seq.,
bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975 c. 127, NJAC
17:27.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid an
“Ownership Disclosure Statement” and
“Non-Collusion Affidavit” on the forms in-
cluded in the Contract Documents.

Bidders and their subcontractors of any
tier must comply with all applicable provi-
sions of the Public Works Contractor Reg-
istration Act, P.L. 1999, c. 238 (N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48) and the New Jersey Prevail-
ing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25).

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c.57 (N.J.S.A.
52:32-44) effective September 1, 2004, all
business organizations that conduct busi-
ness with a New Jersey government
agency are required to be registered with
the State of New Jersey. Bidders and their
subcontractors must submit proof with their
bid that they are registered with the New
Jersey Department of Treasury, Division
of Revenue by submitting a copy of their
Business Registration Certificate. Failure
to provide the Business Registration Cer-
tificate with the bid document will be cause
for rejection of the bid as being non-re-
sponsive.

It is the purpose of this Notice to Bidders
to summarize some of the more important
provi-sions of the Contract Documents.
Prospective bidders are cautioned not to
rely solely on this summary, but to read the
Contract Documents in their entirety.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

Ray Poerio
Director Of Parks and Recreation
Township Of Scotch Plains
430 Park Ave 08820
1 T- 4/17/08, The Times Fee: $185.13

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Scotch Plains Theatre Camp
Looks to Fill Positions

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Perform-
ing Arts Studio Theatre Camp, with
workshops held at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains, is entering
its ninth year this summer.

The camp is expanding this year and
looking to fill the following positions:

Acting Teacher/Director
The Performing Arts Studio The-

atre Camp is seeking an acting teacher/
director for its Youth Theatre Arts
Workshop (grades 3 to 6). The appli-
cant must love working with kids and
be able to block and stage a Broad-
way musical. He or she must be a
team player, able to collaborate with
the musical director, choreographer
and art director. The candidate must
have at least two years experience
working with children and have a
theatrical background.

Art Director/Set Designer
The Performing Arts Studio The-

atre Camp is seeking an art director/

set designer who has experience in
scenic design and painting.

He or she will work in conjunction
with our Stage Crew/Tech Director
and guide students in the Youth The-
atre Arts Workshop (grades 3 to 6)
and Teen Theatre Arts Workshop
(grades 7 to 12) in the construction,
painting and designing of the scenery
for their musical shows. The teacher
must have an art background and
enjoy working with children.

The season runs six weeks, from
June 23 through August 1, Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Teen Theatre Arts Workshops
and Youth Theatre Arts Workshops
are offered in two sessions – a four-
week and a two-week session. The
same musical will be performed in
both sessions.

The salary for teachers is based on
experience and runs $3,000 to $3,500
for the season. The applicant must
live in New Jersey.

Interested applicants should send
résumés to The Performing Arts Studio,
P.O. Box 76, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
or e-mail
robingersonwong@yahoo.com.

For more information, visit
theperformingartsstudio.com or con-
tact the director, Robin Gerson Wong,
at (908) 412-6565 .

VACNJ Hosts Two
Opening Receptions

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey (VACNJ) will host
two opening receptions tonight, April
17, from 6 to 8 p.m. The public is
invited to enjoy the mixed-media
work of Fran Willner and the pastel
paintings of art center students, as
well as enjoy refreshments.

In the Eisenberg Gallery on the
first floor, art center instructor Ms.
Willner will show a retrospective of
her eclectic artwork as part of the

center’s Faculty Exhibition Series.
Ms. Willner is a New Jersey artist

who has had a varied artistic career,
from clothing designer to painter,
printmaker to jewelry designer and
collagist to paper maker. She has stud-
ied at the American School of Fine
Arts and Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity and has taught at numerous insti-
tutions, including the VACNJ.

In the second floor strolling gal-
leries, “The Art of Pastel” will present
the work of instructor Dannielle
Mick’s pastel students as part of the
Aspiring Artists Series.

The Aspiring Artists Series fea-
tures the work of art center students
in various media. “The Art of Pastel”
presents a show of diverse work all
done in Ms. Mick’s classes over this
past year. Both exhibitions will be
on view until the end of May.

The VACNJ is located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit. Gallery hours are
Monday to Thursday from 9:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m., Friday from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. and weekends from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

All of the above events are free
and open to the public. For addi-
tional information, call the art center
at (908) 273-9121 or visit
artcenternj.org.

SP Artist Shows Off
‘Botanical Passions’

SCOTCH PLAINS – Throughout
April, Scotch Plains photographer
Ann DeCamp will showcase her
works studying
plant life during a
solo show at the
Haggerty Educa-
tion Center in the
Frelinghuysen Ar-
boretum in
Whippany.

The show, titled
“Botanical Pas-
sions,” features 45
works on botani-
cal subjects.

Ms. DeCamp’s
prints of close-up,
macro photogra-
phy reveal the
beauty and limit-
less variation of
form found in na-
ture.

In the show’s
featured works,
Ms. DeCamp
seeks to commu-
nicate the details of the plant world
that many people overlook.

Ms. DeCamp’s interests in plants

and photography both started at an
early age. After majoring in botany
for three years in college, Ms.

DeCamp veered
off to a career in
chemistry, but al-
ways stayed linked
to plants through
gardening.

In recent years,
the two interests of
photography and
plants have con-
verged again as a
joint passion.

The Haggerty
Education Center
is located at 53
Hanover Avenue
in Whippany (just
off Route 24) and
is open seven days
a week from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. For
more information
or directions, see
arboretumfriends.org.

In addition, the
Arboretum is featuring an orchid show
on April 18, and celebrating Arbor
Day on April 27.

Ann Decamp’s
Eschevaria flowers (top)

Daylily (bottom)

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held April 15, 2008,
and that the said Council will further con-
sider the same for final passage on the 6th
day of May, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached,
in the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at which time and place any
person who may be interested therein will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDIANCE NO. 1914

CALENDAR YEAR 2008
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A

CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et seq. provides
that in the preparation of the annual bud-
get, a municipality shall limit any increase
in said final budget appropriations to 2.5%
or the cost of living adjustment of 3.5%
over the previous years final appropria-
tions; and

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordi-
nance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations subject to the
2.5% cap and the 3.5% cost of living
adjustment when said difference is not
appropriated as part of the final budget;
and

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union, hereby
determines that this difference in the
amount of $256,932.81 that is not appro-
priated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to the final appro-
priations in either of the next two succeed-
ing years;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED
that any amount authorized hereinabove
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception
to final appropriation in either of the next
two succeeding years; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon; be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.
1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, 07076, Union
County, New Jersey, for the following to
be received at the prevailing time(s):

ATHLETIC BID
MAY 7, 2008 AT 10:00 AM

and will be publicly opened and read
immediately thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with name
and address of bidder and work bid upon
noted on the outside, and must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Board of Education for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00,
and must be delivered to the Secretary of
the Board of Education, or the Board’s
designated representative at the above
place on or before the hour named. The
Board of Education assumes no responsi-
bility for bids mailed or misdirected in de-
livery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) dalts afler the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or waive informality in the bidding if it
is in the interest of the Board of Education
to do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
I8A:lgA-I et seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with the require-
ments of P.L. 1975, Chapter 127.

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street. Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
1 T - 4/17/08. The Times Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2008- 343
amending (Resolution No. 2007-538)
AWARD TO: Prevention Links, Clark,

New Jersey
SERVICES: subcontracts to certain

agencies to deliver services to youth and
families involved or at-risk of becoming
involved in the juvenile justice system

PERIOD: June 1, 2008- December 31,
2008

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$15,000 and to extend the contract Vo-
cational Adaptive Living Education
(VALE) Project June 1, 2008-December
31, 2008 and add an additional amount
of $35,572.18

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-355
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates,

Middlesex, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to prepare a master

plan for Warinanco Park, Roselle, New
Jersey for the Open Space, Recreation
Historic Preservation Trust Fund

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$28,500

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42
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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL THAT JAZZ…Deerfield middle school musician Dennis Sobol looks over a
selection of music before performing a concert on March 31 with the newly formed
Jazz Band, under the direction of John Ondrey, music teacher at David Brearley
High School. Funding for the band was provided by a grant through The
Mountainside Education Foundation. Also shown is Jeanette Baubles, principal
of the Mountainside district’s middle school.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
Unearthing Billy Joel’s

‘Cold Spring Harbor’ (1971)

The RThe RThe RThe RThe Return of ...eturn of ...eturn of ...eturn of ...eturn of ...

For my inaugural Vic’s Picks column,
I raved about Billy Joel’s “My Lives,” a
then brand new box set that mined the
prolific New Yorker’s ginormous back
catalogue and random recordings and
unearthed gems from his teenage rock-
band days and tons of covers and demos
from the years that followed.

Now, in my return from hiatus, I’d
like to start at the beginning. Billy’s
inconspicuous start – 1971’s “Cold
Spring Harbor” – in some ways also
deserves to be unearthed. The record
debut didn’t do much to further Billy’s
career, through no fault of his own.
Family Productions, Billy’s first record
company, mastered it at the wrong
speed, so the album’s original imprint
sounds warped and warbled.

Actually, the whole process was such
a disaster that Billy left New York and
went to California to hide from an
oppressive record contract. On the West
Coast, he got by playing piano in bars,
collecting tips and anecdotes that would
eventually form the basis for a little
song that everybody knows – “Piano
Man.”

But thanks to the magic of remaster-
ing, listeners can now enjoy “Cold
Spring Harbor” almost as it was meant
to be heard (the producer took a few
liberties, remixing some songs with
different drum tracks and shaving three
minutes off one cut). And even if one’s
music collection harbors every one of
the Piano Man’s official albums and
then some, his rookie effort is one of his
finest.

“Cold Spring Harbor” kicks off with
the original recording of “She’s Got a
Way.” The famous version actually
comes from 1981’s “Songs in the At-
tic,” a collection on which Billy revisits
some of his lesser-known songs from
the 70’s. The original is a bit more
reserved, and what’s so striking is how
young his voice sounds. Billy’s won-
derful worn-in vocal quality is so fa-
mous that it’s always a surprise to hear
the freshness of his 22-year-old pipes.

The album’s parting thought comes
in a track before its last song. “Noc-
turne” is a solo-piano instrumental re-
flection that closes with a whisper and

subtly captures Billy’s innate intuition
with the piano. It’s a simple melody,
but his hands turn it into a comforting
lullaby. Long before he forayed into
classical music with “Fantasies and
Delusions” (his 2001 album of compo-
sitions for solo piano), “Nocturne”
quietly reveals that this young pop singer
has levels of sensibility and substance
that would flavor a unique musical
presence for the next 30-plus years.

In between are songs that have re-
mained in relative obscurity – none
made his greatest-hits compilations, but
some of them should have. “Falling of
the Rain” is an incredible slice of so-
phisticated pop. Billy’s voice glides
over one of his best piano accompani-
ments ever – his hands create the falling
rain he sings about in already-mature
lyrical reflections. He flexes his vocal
range on the propulsive “Everybody
Loves You Now,” digging into the song’s
best phrases with his now-characteris-
tic grit.

“Cold Spring Harbor” marks the be-
ginning of an extraordinary career.
Though the album’s original release
didn’t exactly make him famous, its
songs contain the seeds for more than
three decades of smart, provocative pop
music. And even back at the start, the
pre-piano-bars Piano Man was writing
and singing some of the best stuff
around.

* * * *
Looking ahead, a two-date mid-July

event – “Last Play at Shea” – will make
Billy the first musician to play at the
Mets’ Shea Stadium more than once
and the last musician to rock the sta-
dium before it closes at the end of this
baseball season.

To get my own celebration going, I’m
counting down by savoring one Billy
album (excluding greatest-hits compila-
tions and bootlegs) each week until July
16. “Cold Spring Harbor” was last week’s
flavor of the week, so as you read this
I’m listening to “Piano Man.” But
whether you’ll be joining me out in left
field for this special concert event or not,
taking a retrospective of the Piano Man’s
entire catalogue might be a fun adven-
ture – there’s a lot to celebrate.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

A TOUR OF
NOTABLE
HOMES

Saturday, May 10, 2008
Homes Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

REFRESHMENTS ◆ LIVE MUSIC 
RAFFLE ◆ PLANT SALE

Westfield Ticket Outlets:
Burgdorff Realtors ◆ Coldwell Banker Realtors ◆ Weichert Realtors

Baron’s Drug Store ◆ The Town Book Store 
The Town Bank of Westfield, South Ave & Elm St.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra Office

Tickets Also Available At:
Irma’s Hallmark, Fanwood ◆ Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, Cranford 

Christoffers Flowers, Mountainside

Ticket Prices: $25 in advance
$30 day of the tour

Presented by
The Friends of the Westfield Symphony

To Benefit the
WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ◆ 908.232.9400

Posters Underwritten by                           185 Elm Street, Westfield (908) 654-7777

Connect with Nature
At Wildlife Sunday, April 20
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present the 18th annual Wildlife
Sunday at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside on April
20, from noon to 5 p.m.

Featured this year is “Flight of the
Raptor” at 12:30 and 3 p.m. Falconer
Jennifer Pena will share her knowl-
edge of the natural history of birds of
prey, their nesting habits, hunting ad-
aptations, flight patterns and more.

Live raptors on display may in-
clude saker and peregrine falcons, a
Harris’ hawk, an American kestrel, a
screech owl and a gyrfalcon.

The indoor presentation will be
followed by a flight demonstration
(weather permitting). For those who
have never seen these birds up close,
this presentation is not to be missed.

Vinnie Reo, of Wolf Visions, will
give an illustrated presentation,
entitled “The Way of the Wolf,” at
1:45 p.m. Mr. Reo will dispel the
myths and legends of the “Big, Bad
Wolf” and explain the importance of
this keystone species in maintaining
a balanced ecosystem. After the

presentation, you can visit the Wolf
Visions display outside to meet a live
wolf.

Visitors are encouraged to learn
about local conservation efforts at the
displays of the Sierra Club and the
National Wild Turkey Federation.

Additionally, Friends of the Great
Swamp, the Greater Watchung Na-
ture Club and the Friends of Lenape
Park will provide educational table
displays. Wildlife related art and gifts
will be available for sale throughout
the afternoon.

Children and adults can enjoy a
guided nature walk to discover the
sights and sounds of spring or join a
member of the Greater Watchung Na-
ture Club on a bird-watching walk.
Free face painting will be available.
Children’s crafts will be offered for
an additional fee.

Admission to Wildlife Sunday is
$3 per person; children ages 6 and
younger are admitted free. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road.

For information, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Library Friends Offer
Museum Pass Program

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Getting admitted,
gratis, to some of the area’s most pres-
tigious museums is now as easy as
checking out a book at the Westfield
Memorial Library (WML).

WML cardholders and members of
the Friends of the Library (FOL) can
now visit 10 area museums at no charge
by “checking out” passes to the muse-
ums at the library’s circulation desk.

The New Jersey museums involved
in the Museum Pass program include
Adventure Aquarium in Camden, Gar-
den State Discovery Museum in Cherry
Hill, Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton,
Montclair Art Museum and the New
Jersey Children’s Museum in Paramus.

The following New York City Muse-
ums are also part of the Museum Pass
program: the American Museum of
Natural History, Children’s Museum
of Manhattan, Frick Collection, Mor-
gan Library and Museum and
Guggenheim Museum.

In addition, many of the museums
that are part of the WML Museum
Pass Program are also part of the
American Children’s Museum recip-
rocal network and the Art Museum
reciprocal network.

These reciprocal networks allow
museum pass holders to visit more
than one museum with the same pass.

“The library is very excited about
beginning this family-friendly initia-
tive, and we are very grateful to the
Friends for sponsoring it. Families
will be able to visit some of the most
outstanding museums in the area at
substantial savings,” said Philip Is-
rael, director of WML.

“The Westfield Library offers a
wide variety of programs and ser-
vices, but I am certain that the Mu-
seum Pass Program will become one
of Westfield’s favorites,” he contin-
ued.

Lauren Ryan, head of Adult Services
at WML agrees. “The new passes will
entice Westfield patrons to explore some
of the world’s greatest museums. We
appreciate the Friends for generously
funding the program,” she commented.

Depending on its success, the Mu-
seum Pass Program may be renewed
annually, according to Ms. Ryan

Each participating museum has its

own rules and guidelines concerning
its pass.

Each museum pass admits a specific
number of adults and children. Some
passes must be returned to the library,
while others are “single use” and do not
have to be returned.

Only patrons in good standing at the
library and not holding outstanding
fines or fees are eligible to check out a
museum pass. The passes – offered on
a first-come, first-served basis – may be
kept for four days.

Failure to return a pass within the
allotted time will result in a fine of $10
per day.

Patrons will be charged for a new
museum pass in the event of loss.

Linnea Rhodes – a co-president of
the FOL, who researched the museums
and helped organize the Museum Pass
program – sees WML as being a leader
in bringing this type of service to its
patrons.

“There are very few libraries in
New Jersey that offer this type of
program, so we are pretty much set-
ting a new precedent for libraries
here,” she said.

“The mission of the FOL is to find
ways to help WML help the commu-
nity,” she continued.

Treating families to the museum
experience is a good way to do this.

“What’s especially valuable is that
there are so many child-friendly in-
stitutions in this program that the
Friends of the Library have put to-
gether. If this had been available to
me when I was raising my own kids,
I would have been thrilled,” said Kathy
Muhm, WML assistant director and
coordinator of youth services.

Museum representatives are just as
enthusiastic about the program.

“We are happy to support organi-
zations that promote activities for chil-
dren,” said Judy Rozjabek, group co-
ordinator for the New Jersey
Children’s Museum in Paramus.

“We were very interested in the
Museum Pass Program because lit-
eracy is a big part of our mission,”
said Kelly Lyons, director of the Gar-
den State Discovery Museum in
Cherry Hill.

More information about WML’s
Museum Pass program is available
on the library’s website at wmlnj.org.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Just like a mirrored
disco ball, Boys’ Life by Howard
Korder gives protracted and tiny
glimpses of what it was like to be a
male in the 1980’s.

The play is Alliance Repertory
Theater Company’s second produc-
tion of the season, presented at its
new home, the beautifully renovated
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway.

The two-act play centers around
three former col-
lege roommates
who get together
periodically to
catch up on the
details of their un-
happy lives. Cases
of beer are con-
sumed, and more
than one stash of
weed is smoked
while reminiscing,
planning and phi-
losophizing.

Like the snip-
pets of light from
that ubiquitous
dance ball, the play is a mere glimpse
of life through vignettes of these
young men and their relationships
with women.

They do battle with a range of top-
ics, including low self-esteem, con-
fusion of dating rituals, self-aware-
ness and social correctness.

But the familiar excuse “boys will
be boys,” unfortunately, is not enough
to excuse this play, which focuses on
the narcissism of these men, who are
nothing more than 20-something ba-
bies looking for validation and sup-
port.

Ultimately, while the performances
are admirable and the direction strong,
the play’s characters fail to change,
and the audience is left with little
more than feelings of apathy towards
the overall piece.

Understandably, the characters are
supposed to be despicable by nature,
but their lack of growth makes it even
more difficult to find redeeming quali-
ties.

The central character, Jack, a
spoiled brat, is married but always on
the prowl.

He is a cad with a capital “C,”
especially during a playground scene
in which he tries to pick up a female

jogger in the park while pretending
his son can be dropped off at home
easily if she is game to spend time
with him.

Don, the second character, is not
much better – with his phony pick-up
lines – or Phil, the third of the trio,
who spends much of his time passed
out.

The female characters are not much
more likeable. Maggie, a marathon
runner who takes a breather in the
park, tells Jack, a total stranger with
whom she has just gotten high, “I

don’t want to help
people. I say I do,
but I really don’t.”

The play was
nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize,
which only means
it was a very lean
year of choices.

Despite Alliance
Repertory Theatre
Company’s choice
of this vapid piece,
in which no one
learns or develops,
there are nice per-
formances from

Matt McCarthy as Jack, Michael Mattie
as Phil and Scott Tyler as Don. The
actors do a commendable job capturing
their characters’ unhappy lives. But
when the script does not give them
anywhere to go, what can they do?

The female actors who play oppo-
site the pathetic male characters —
Vikki Massulli (Lisa), Lilli Marques
(Carla), Quinn Warren (Karen), Ibby
Cizmar (Maggie) and Anna Lamadrid
(Girl) do their level best to bring
energy and credibility to the scenes.

There is solid direction by Paul
Zeller, who breaks the gigantic stage
into three staging areas. Authentic-
looking costumes by Lilli Marques
utilize open-collared shirts paired with
polyester jackets and girls with big
hair and leg warmers à la Flash Dance.

To their credit, the actors maintain
fast repartee.

In one scene, Jack tells his pal that
it is not realistic for them to have
feelings.

“We’re men, Don. We do terrible
things. We can’t promise to be better
because we won’t.”

And he is right. The bits of mir-
rored reflection in the play, like that
dance floor ball, keep going round
and round without purpose.

‘Boys’ Need More Than Just to Grow Up

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

Susan Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
PICK-UP LINES GONE WILD…Don
(Scott Tyler) in Boys’ Life by Howard
Korder tries to pick up Lisa (Vikki
Massulli) with some cheesy lines.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Photographers Travel ‘Out
West’ at Summit Galleries

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The galleries inside
the Bouras Properties Building in Sum-
mit serve as the setting for a three-
person exhibit of American southwest-
ern and western–themed photography.

Harold Kuskin of Bernardsville,
Nancy Ori of Berkeley Heights and
Andrea Ewald, formerly of Westfield,
take part in the exhibit, titled “Out
West.”

Ms. Ewald, who recently relocated
to the San Francisco Bay area, curated
the show, which focuses on photo-
graphs of New Mexico, Arizona and
California.

All of the images
in the exhibit were
taken during a
weeklong photog-
raphy workshop,
taught by Ms. Ori,
in New Mexico
during October
2005. Mr. Kuskin
was also a student
at the same work-
shop.

“It was my first on-location work-
shop that lasted more than a day, and I
thoroughly enjoyed it,” Ms. Ewald
said.

Many of Ms. Ewald’s photographs
in “Out West” have a sand-swept feel,
which allows for her work to be some-
what of a marriage of southwest color
and architecture.

In “Diagonals,” an adobe–colored
structure dominates the image but com-
petes with a small “sliver” of a meadow
and stripes created by the shadows of
overhead frames.

Some of her other pieces require the
viewer to make inferences. They prove
that things are not always what they
seem.

Her “Heavy Duty Shopping,” for
example, tricks the mind into thinking
it is viewing large shopping bags with
handles, similar to those given out by
department stores.

In essence, according to the photog-
rapher, it is a photograph of sand-
colored slabs of concrete with metal
standing in for the shopping bags’
handles.

Part of the wall surrounding the
church of San Francisco de Asis at
Rancho de Taos is depicted in “Steps

to Nowhere,” an image in which the
adobe color once again predominates.

“I can find something to photograph
almost anywhere, but coming to the
southwest was special because of the
colors and the light there and the beauty
of the adobe architecture,” said Ms.
Ewald.

Each artist’s work is shown in a
separate gallery area, making it easy
for the viewer to study the merits of
each collection without distraction.

One of Mr. Kuskin’s photographic
signatures is the ability to make smaller
segments of sizeable areas appear as
large landscapes.

This is seen in
“Dune Crater” and
“Dune Waves,”
among others.

Ms. Ori’s contri-
butions to “Out
West” demonstrate
an exceptional jux-
taposition of color
and architecture.

A leader of pho-
tography work-

shops in New Mexico for more than 20
years, Ms. Ori’s eye for both the gran-
diose, such as in “White Rock Over-
look,” as well as the everyday, as in
“Chilies and Pumpkins,” allows her
unique interpretations to add additional
reverence to her subject matter.

 “Out West” will be on display at the
Bouras Galleries until April 25.

The gallery can be found inside the
Bouras Properties Building, located at
25 DeForest Avenue in Summit.

The Bouras Properties Building has
been spotlighting the work of New
Jersey artists for approximately seven
years, according to Kassandra Romas,
managing director for Bouras Proper-
ties.

Bouras Properties retains a small
percentage of any sale that results from
an exhibit at its galleries.

A portion of these proceeds is do-
nated to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, and the remaining funds are used
to maintain the gallery areas.

The Bouras Galleries are open to
the public by appointment only during
regular business hours.

To make an appointment, call Linda
Cole at (908) 277-6054. Parking is
available in the municipal parking lot
across the street.

Nancy Ori’s “Cottonwoods”



Page 26  Thursday, April 17, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

 

 

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey 

                                          performs 

           HAYDN’S  MASS IN B MINOR  

                           “Theresienmesse” 
         10:00-11:00 PM on April 18

th
  and April 25

th
         

                        on COMCAST TV Channel 26 

Troupe of Friends
Presents Brevity…

WESTFIELD – Troupe of Friends,
a local non-profit company dedicated
to bringing free plays to Westfield,
will present a free hour of comedy
under the generous sponsorship of
The Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment.

Brevity is the Soul of Wit is a one-
hour compendium of comedy, music
and Shakespeare, including “Who’s
on First?” by Abbott and Costello,
“Alone and Forsaken” by Hank Wil-
liams, and The Dear Departed by
Stanley Houghton.

Two performances are scheduled
for tomorrow, Friday, April 18, at 7
p.m. and Saturday, April 19, at 3 p.m.
in the community room at town hall,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

The show features Ken and Susan
Bigelow, Julie Fetter, Sara Hedgepeth,
Joe and Elizabeth Penczak, with Tom
Schaefer rounding out the cast of
Westfield residents.

This is the fourth production by
Troupe of Friends, following suc-
cessful outdoor performances of Com-
edy of Errors, Waiting for Godot, and
Twelfth Night.

Admission is free, no tickets are
necessary, and the town hall commu-
nity room on East Broad Street is
handicapped accessible.

NOT DEAD YET...Susan Bigelow, Tom Schaefer and Julie Fetter rehearse a scene
from The Dear Departed, a free presentation by Troupe of Friends that will be featured
Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday at 3 p.m. in the community room at town hall.

Playwrighting Process
Involves Setting Aside Ego

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – Not everyone’s ego can
accept constructive criticism, but for
three playwrights whose work has made
it to the finals of the Premiere Stages’
2008 Play Festival, constructive feed-
back is just part of the long process in
getting a play produced.

In fact, the 350 playwrights who
submitted plays (or synopses of their
work) to be considered for possible
presentation in the summer season and
eventually a full production by Pre-
miere Stages at Kean University were
told that working with a panel of evalu-
ators, rewriting and even more rewrit-
ing was part of the deal.

“Our playwrights have to be willing
to continue to work on the play,” John
Wooten, producing artistic director of
Premiere Stages Theater, said.

From April 10 to 12, Kean
University’s Premiere Stages hosted
its professional readings of the three
finalists: A View of the Harbor by
Richard Dresser, The Big Tent by
Glen Merzer and Madison by
Guillermo Reyes.

At last Thursday evening’s presenta-
tion of The Big Tent, an intimate and
interested group of theatre supporters
gathered in the auditorium of Univer-
sity Center Little Theatre at Kean Uni-

versity for the event, which featured
eight actors, a bare stage (except for
chairs) and minimal lighting.

Mr. Wooten was pleased with the
“talkback” – a post-reading feedback
session of attendees, comprised of “loyal
patrons, students from Kean, recipients
of our postcard mailing list and an e-
mail blast.”

Mr. Wooten added, “The audience’s
reaction was great. They listened, were
engaged and offered insightful, thought-
ful comments.”

Westfield Community Players mem-
ber Linda Giuditta was in the audience
with her daughter, ready to give feed-
back via the survey distributed to at-
tendees.

“This is an excellent way for play-
wrights to get their work critiqued,” she
explained. She and her daughter have
regularly attended plays at the univer-
sity.

“They do wonderful work here at
Premiere Stages,” Ms Giuditta contin-
ued, “and it’s right here under our noses.
It’s easy to get to, great parking and a
lovely theater.”

Although the playwright himself
couldn’t attend the reading because of
a writing project in California, copious
notes were taken for him.

One insightful senior citizen at the
talkback ventured, “There’s lots of im-
portant past stuff going on. I’d like to
see some of it on stage.”

Mr. Wooten, an award-winning play-
wright himself, is overseeing the whole
process for the selection of the top play.

Other members of the judging panel
make up what he calls a “good mix” of
theatre professionals, an artistic direc-
tor, dramaturges and last year’s win-
ning playwright.

“The next step in this process of
selection will be for the panel to meet
this weekend,” Mr. Wooten said. “We’ll
give the artists the feedback they need
and then make more decisions on which
play will be the ultimate winner.”

A cash prize is awarded to the three
finalists. The play selected for full pro-
duction is awarded $2,000; the play
selected for the June reading is awarded
$750, and the runner-up is awarded
$500.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREMIERE QUALITY…John Wooten, producing artistic director of Premiere
Stages Theater, left, talks with the professional actors on stage and the audience
members after Thursday night’s reading of The Big Tent by Glen Merzer, one of
the finalists in Premiere Stages’ 2008 Play Festival held at Kean University.

NJ and Tom Perrotta –
Perfect Together, Again

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The Kenilworth Se-
nior Citizens Center felt more like a
large family reunion on April 2 when
Tom Perrotta walked into the room.

The critically acclaimed, 46-year-
old author and Academy Award nomi-
nee, originally from Garwood, held an

intimate discussion and book signing
for some of his biggest fans – friends,
family and former teachers and class-
mates from David Brearley High
School.

The Kenilworth Public Library
sponsored the event through an ar-
rangement with Barnes & Noble of
Clark. The bookseller provided copies
of a half-dozen works by Mr. Perrotta
– many of which contain familiar ref-
erences to the local area – for pur-
chase.

In 2006, the novelist who now lives
near Boston, received an Oscar nomi-
nation for Best Writing and Best
Adapted Screenplay for Little Chil-
dren, the film based on his New York
Times best-selling novel.

His earlier book, “Election,” pub-
lished in 1998, was also adapted into a
feature film starring Matthew
Broderick and Reese Witherspoon. It,
too, received a number of prestigious
awards, including an Oscar nomina-
tion for Best Writing and Best Screen-
play Based on Material Previously
Produced or Published.

The son of Sue and the late Joseph
Perrotta, Mr. Perrotta did not become
a success as a novelist overnight. After
graduating from Yale in 1983, he
worked part time, teaching at his alma
mater and at Harvard.

“The world of writing is a difficult
path,” Mr. Perrotta told the audience of
about 100 familiar faces at the book
signing.

Between teaching positions and oc-
casional ghost writing for a popular
teenage book series, he said, “I had
become a disciplined writer in the
little spaces I had free at the time. And,
I managed to acquire a skill.”

In 1994, he had three novels fin-
ished – lying somewhere in a box in
his basement with an envelope full of

rejection letters. Then, a small publish-
ing company picked up “Bad Haircut:
Stories from the Seventies.” He re-
marked, “That got the energy going.”

More success followed, with the re-
lease of the movie version of “Elec-
tion” in 1999. Mr. Perrotta’s mother,
who still resides in Garwood, told The
Westfield Leader and The Times, “His

father was very excited to see his son’s
name on the big screen.”

The Leader/ Times, in a telephone
interview following the event, asked
Mr. Perrotta what was it like to be

nominated for an Academy Award for
Little Children.

He told the newspaper, “The [an-
nouncement] ceremony is televised live
in LA. I purposely didn’t watch it and
waited for the producer to call me. I
knew we were in the mix, and while it
would be exciting to hear it [live], it
would be a drag if it wasn’t called.”

Little Children was nominated for
three Oscars and three Golden Globes.
Both Little Children and Election won

awards in numerous other notable film
festivals.

And how did it feel to be at the
Oscars? Mr. Perrotta said, “It’s such a
big production – the Golden Globes
were much more fun. It was like being
at someone’s wedding, except the
guests are Meryl Streep and Jack
Nicholson.”

Before reading a passage from
“Little Children” at the book signing,
Mr. Perrotta remarked that driving
down Kenilworth Boulevard was a
little like “taking a walk down culi-
nary memory lane,” treating the audi-
ence to his mental image of “the per-
fect submarine sandwich,” conjured
up from his memories at Mr. Sub.

Sharing vignettes of his high school
days with a boyish grin, Mr. Perrotta
confessed to the audience that the
summer of his sophomore year, he
had swiped a copy of “Nine Modern
Short Novels” from his English class.

He joked that, unlike other students
who might have taken books home
without returning them, he had actu-
ally read the stories, and many had left
an enormous impression on him.

After the reading a chapter entitled
“The Prom King” from “Little Chil-
dren,” Mr. Perrotta answered ques-
tions about his life as a writer, gra-
ciously taking four or five “last ones”
before signing copies of his books,
including early titles such as “Joe Col-
lege,” “Bad Hair Day” and “The Wish-
bones.”

Mr. Perrotta’s most recent book,
“The Abstinence Teacher,” released in
2007, is a novel about “sex education
and the culture wars.”

Mr. Perrotta noted that he spent two
years writing “The Abstinence
Teacher” and one year writing the
script. It is currently under develop-

ment with the husband/wife directors
of Little Miss Sunshine.

He said, “The challenge is to cap-
ture the spirit of the work, cinemati-
cally. And added, “I’d rather have a
talented director put a different spin
on my work than a mediocre direc-
tor make a faithful version [to the
novel].”

Note to Tom: Your English teacher
called; she said she wants her book
back – autographed.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHO SAID YOU CAN’T GO HOME AGAIN…? Author, screenwriter and
David Brearley alum Tom Perrotta was the recent guest speaker at the Kenilworth
Senior Citizens Center on April 2. The former New Jersey resident, who now
resides outside of Boston, read passages from his book “Little Children,” which
was adapted into an Academy Award-nominated film starring Kate Winslet and
Jackie Earle Haley (see picture below). After the reading, Mr. Perrotta answered
questions from the audience — many of whom were former teachers, friends and
family members, including his mom, Sue Perrotta of Garwood, pictured above.

Photo Courtesy of Chuck Rose/ Filmmakers Symposium
SUFFER THE LITTLE CHILDREN...Based on the acclaimed novel by Tom
Perrotta, Little Children follows the family life of young, unfulfilled suburbanites,
Sarah (Kate Winslet) and Brad (Patrick Wilson), whose mundane lives intersect
on the playgrounds, town pools and streets of their small community.

. . .MAKE THEM

  UNFORGETTABLE

Saturday, April 19th  11am - 3pm

TRUNK SHOW
New Spring Charms Available

FREE Silver Pandora Bracelet with $150 Purchase
(limit first 100 customers)

mon-sat 10-6; sun 12-5; thurs till 8

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

pottery – jewelry – glass – metal – textiles – wood – paper

221 North Ave East
Westfield

908-654-0444
 www.thefarmhousestore.com

                          Witches Ball

Glass witches balls have been used for

home protection against evil spirits

and witches spells for centuries.

The bad spirits are drawn into

the beauty of the glass and

are snared in the strands

inside protecting the

home from harm!

$28.99 each


