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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chyme – Partly digested food
2. Spoffle – To worry about small

things or trifles
3. Liphaemia – Blood deficiency
4. Manavelins – Leftovers; odds and

ends

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAPOROUS
1. Of or having taste or flavor
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Tenative; timid
4. Porous; leaky

PLANCHET
1. A parasitic worm such as the tape-

worm
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. A flat piece of metal ready to be

stamped as a coin
4. A small European hawk

SOLDAN
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negli-

gee
2. A sultan or any Moslem ruler or

prince
3. Utter dismay; astonishment
4. A narrow pathway; a foot path

ANTHROPOPHAGY
1. Memory loss; amnesia
2. Arthritis of the pelvis and lumbar

vertebrae
3. Cannibalism
4. A process of cleansing the body;

fasting

SP-F Scholarship Pres.
Thanks Students, Town

The 41st annual Dollars For Students
Drive was conducted over the weekend of
April 5 and 6 by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, which is celebrat-
ing it’s 42nd anniversary of service to the
young people of our two communities. We
express our appreciation to the students
who participated and to the generous citi-
zens of Fanwood and Scotch Plains who
made their efforts a successful venture.

The monies collected will be presented
as scholarships to graduating Scotcn
Plains-Fanwood High School students at
the annual awards night  on May 21, and
to college students on June 13 at our
awards reception at the Forest Road Park
Community Center.

Since its inception, the foundation, has
assisted students with scholarships total-
ling $1,639,730. This year, we have re-
ceived 140 applications for assistance,
with 28 submitted by college students.
We also assist 15 additional Rotary Garbe
four-year recipients. Our Dollars for Stu-
dents money, as well as that from the 24
additional funds which we maintain and
21 pass-through funds which we admin-
ister, total $151,000 this year.

Thank you to all for showing the young
people of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that
you value them and their education. If
you were not at home when our students
stopped by, or if you did not receive a
request through the mail but would like to
support our efforts, please send your con-
tribution in care of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, P.O.
Box 123, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

The public is cordially invited to attend
the annual meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, which
will be held on June 13, following our
scholarship reception at the Forest Road
Park Community Center.

Ellie Kramps, President
SPFd Scholarship Foundation

Shouldn’t Public Teachers Pay Part
Of Health Care to Level Playing Field?

Response to Editorial: ‘Without
Attorneys, There Can Be No Justice’

Freeholders Must Address Illegal
Immigration Issue in County

Donations Sought for
Annual WF Food Drive

On May, the Westfield Post Office will
sponsor the Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive. Each year the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers not only deliver the
mail on this day but collect bags of food
from each household in Westfield. All the
food collected is delivered to the Westfield
Food Pantry, which provides emergency
food to residents of Westfield and Union
County.

Their hard work provides about 20,000
pounds of food each year. It is one of the
largest food drives for the Westfield Food
Pantry, which has been servicing approxi-
mately 250 people each month for the
past 27 years with emergency groceries.
The pantry is staffed by volunteers and
operates five days a week, 52 weeks a
year.

To insure a successful drive, we hope
the residents of Westfield can provide the
pantry with much needed items – cereal,
pancake mix, shelf milk, syrup, soup,
shampoo, soap and any other household
staples. If anyone is interested in volun-
teering to help sort the food or see the
food pantry and understand just how im-
portant it is to the community, please join
the volunteers on Saturday, May 10 any-
time after 1 pm at 336 First Street,
Westfield (in the Holy Trinity School
building).

Rosemarie O’Hare
Director, Westfield Food Pantry

I was insulted by your intemperate
attacks on lawyers and the legal system in
your “Getting the Thugs Off the Streets”
editorial. While most people, including
lawyers, would prefer to live in a more
civil society, it is the attorneys of this
country who, in the end, will enable this
goal to be met.

Without attorneys, there can be no jus-
tice, only the naked exercise of state power.
While you seem to support prosecutors,
who, by the way, happen to be lawyers,
you decry defense counsel and the fact
that lawyers get paid. How bizarre. Should
the day come when the government comes
for you, let’s see if you don’t think your
lawyer deserves to be paid. And, by the
way, all those “technicalities” that add up
to getting a fair trial, might then also seem
pretty important to you.

Unfortunately, we now live in a society
where the government sometimes may
hold people without trial, deny the incar-
cerated access to an attorney, conduct a
secret trial and may enter our homes and
businesses or listen in to our telephone
conversations without a warrant signed
by a judge. It is the law, the legal profes-
sion and our system of justice, which does
not depend solely on whether one has a

“few hundred thousand dollars for a
snappy lawyer,” that constitutes our great-
est protection for allowing us to freely
walk the streets.

I don’t practice criminal law and
wouldn’t want to. But the average young
person I interview to hire at my law firm
has spent $150,000 for a legal education
on top of what college cost. Lawyers
deserve to be paid and to be paid well.
Most lawyers don’t earn what they should,
given the skills and abilities that are re-
quired and the time, energy, education
and experience needed to effectively rep-
resent the interests of a client.

In the end, if we wind up with a society
that doesn’t allow us to freely walk the
streets, it may be due, in part, to our
failure to better compensate attorneys. It
may also be due, in part, to unfortunate
public displays of contempt for attorneys
and our legal system. Lawyers deserve to
be publicly lauded, not denigrated. So,
repeat after me, “If it’s good for lawyers,
it’s good for America. If it’s good for
lawyers, it’s good for America.” Now,
don’t you feel better?

Larry Cary
Westfield

On April 10, I appeared before the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders to express my opinion on the
subject of Union County Government
and its lack of involvement in the illegal
immigration crisis. Unfortunately, I was
not able to deliver the entire text of my
prepared statement, as the board chair-
man claimed I had exhausted my five
minutes of “public comment” time. The
following is the thrust of my remarks:

As a concerned citizen, I would like to
know what this board, the prosecutor’s
office, the sheriff’s department and the
county police are doing to address the
illegal alien crisis that is impacting the
quality-of-life in this city (Elizabeth),
county, state and nation. Allow me to
answer my own inquiry – little, if any-
thing, and not enough. It is a well-known
fact that this issue has reached the critical
stage and the majority of American citi-
zens want a comprehensive immigration
reform initiative that includes border se-
curity, no amnesty and an aggressive cam-
paign against the illegal interlopers who
plot, plan, scheme and scam their way
into this country, using forged documents
and stealing the identities of American
citizens in the process.

The smuggling of people, weapons and
drugs into America has reached epidemic
proportions. The violence associated with
such activity is staggering. Murderous
cross-border drug wars have engulfed
once-peaceful sleepy towns, turning them
into killing fields and are spreading
throughout the land at an alarming rate.
While the local scene in Union County
has yet to rise to the level of murder and
mayhem I just described, it has the poten-
tial to do so, as we are plagued with gang
and drug-related violence on an almost
daily basis.

Take Elizabeth, it is a prime example
of a dying city that, despite the political
propaganda spouted by its defenders to

the contrary, has been transformed from
a once-upon-a-time typical American city
into a seedy, shabby, trashy environment,
thanks in part to the scourge of illegal
immigration. Let us not, however, ignore
the generous contributions of that certain
homegrown element amongst us who also
bear a huge responsibility for this dis-
graceful destruction and downfall of a
once-clean and wholesome city.

Let me cite just one local example of
the negativity involved as it pertains to
the abuse of county property. Warinanco
Park, a taxpayer-funded facility, is being
transformed from a reasonably well-main-
tained facility into an abused stomping
ground by hordes of soccer players, many
of whom are, I suspect, much like the
congregating day laborers we see and
hear so much about, of questionable legal
residency. On any given weekend hun-
dreds running, romping, stomping and
scampering feet scar the landscape, lay-
ing waste to everything in their path.
They pick their spots, set up shop and
proceed to destroy public property with
impunity, content in the knowledge that
they will not be challenged by any au-
thority. In short, they come, they see, they
conquer.

Once pleasant and serene fields of
green are now “brown and bald” as a
result of this relentless onslaught. Hast-
ily constructed goal posts dot the land-
scape, cutting across the domain of once-
manicured baseball fields, resulting in a
sloppy, shabby, ghetto-like atmosphere.
Allowing such conditions to take root,
flourish and become accepted routine is
just another example of the lunacy that
reigns supreme in our politically-correct
“New America,” where illegal alien in-
vaders are treated with a “do not disturb”
attitude by public officials and law en-
forcement agencies, who, by their fail-
ure to act for the common good, are
granting rights and privileges to foreign
nationals that are generally reserved for
American citizens.

Such outrageous conduct poses a po-
tential threat to our national security,
while assaulting our sovereignty, ignor-
ing the rule of law and abusing the Ameri-
can values of honesty and fair play. By
not acting, the peoples’ elected represen-
tatives, along with bureaucratic civil ser-
vants and “selective” law enforcement
officials, are lending credence and legiti-
macy to the presence of foreign feet on
American soil. The day I saw a county
police officer standing on the sidelines
watching a soccer game with his hands in
his pockets and cheering, while a cast of
questionable characters ran circles around
him, I knew we had gone from the ridicu-
lous to the sublime on the illegal immi-
gration issue.

It is time for the mute and mummy-
like amongst us to rise up and demand
action on this issue. It is time to cast off
the yoke of political-correctness, servi-
tude and repression and put a stop to this
foreign free-for-all. Do not allow the
white flag of surrender to be raised over
Warinanco Park or any other part of
Union County. Stop embracing a sanc-
tuary-like philosophy. Help enforce im-
migration laws.

I still believe that politicians are elected
by the citizenry to represent the people
and conduct the peoples’ business in a
manner consistent with the wishes and
best interest of their constituents, and that
discharging those responsibilities in an
honest, forthright manner is paramount,
and must trump all other conditions and
influences that might bring pressure to
bear to do otherwise.

If this board spent just a fraction of the
time on the illegal immigration issue as
they do on figuring out ways to raise
taxes, Union County might be a better
place.

Joseph Doherty
Elizabeth

I have lived in Westfield for almost 44
years. My wife and I raised four children,
all going to our public schools. The re-
sults were very gratifying because the
schools provided them excellent access
to higher education.

When we first moved here, there was a
disparate gap between what teachers were
earning and what the average Westfield
taxpayer was in the private sector. Over
the years, I have seen the salaries of
teachers and supervisory personnel greatly
improve so that the big gap no longer
exists. I’m not referring to the super-
successful people in finance and banking,
etc., but the middle executive-level per-
son who doesn’t have the tenure comfort
that people in the education field enjoy.

Given this assumption, I decided to
telephone the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. I asked the person involved in public
information about the health insurance
protection for teachers and supervisory
personnel. I was told that two-thirds pay
nothing for the “point of service” health

insurance plan and that one-third pay
between $600 and $1,000 for the alterna-
tive more comprehensive plan. When I
retired about 12 years ago, I was paying
one-third of my company’s plan with no
cap. I don’t imagine the situation today is
much better for the working person in the
private sector. Even retired people have
to pay $96 monthly for Medicare.

Bearing in mind that I have a grandson
and two grandnephews in the Westfield
public school system, for whom I want
the best that education can offer, could
there be a little give on the part of the
board of education? To be fair, shouldn’t
everyone participate something towards
this vital protection? If we’re looking to
ameliorate the present financial crisis New
Jersey is facing with its $33 billion debt,
their participation, along with all the other
public employee personnel, could help
partially. It will also make the playing
field more level.

Jack Dazzo
Westfield

Winter’s Over: Play Ball!
Kudos to Kids, Coaches, Parents

The legendary sportswriter Red Smith once wrote,
“Ninety feet between bases is perhaps as close as
man has ever come to perfection.” And in a sure sign
that winter is truly over, the boys — and girls — of
summer are back as youth baseball leagues in our
area get underway this month. Opening day parades
and ceremonies were followed by the first cries of
“Batter up!” and that sweet sound of spring, bat
meeting ball.

We’re fortunate to have exceptional leagues around
here that cater to all ages and skill levels — from tee
ball for the young budding ballplayer to games
where you might see the next David Wright or Phil
Hughes. And it’s great to watch our kids play with
passion and a sense of good sportsmanship on fields
that are attractive and well-maintained.

Behind every young baseball player stands dedi-
cated parents and coaches who volunteer their time
and share their enthusiasm for what is still the
national pastime. Many parents who first took their
barely-out-of-diapers toddlers out in the backyard
with an oversized plastic bat and ball now drive those
same kids to and from games, practices and sessions
at local batting cages. Coaches not only teach the

finer points of the game, but also spend time organiz-
ing their teams as best they can while ensuring
everyone gets a chance to play, regardless of ability.

Anyone who has played little league baseball has
surely imagined himself standing on the pitcher’s
mound not at Booth Field, but at Yankee Stadium or
standing at home plate not at Tamaques Park, but at
Shea Stadium or hitting the game-winning homerun
in the World Series. The great thing about baseball is
that anyone — young or old, small or big, tall or
short, fast or slow — can play. Its annual return with
the onset of spring cannot be mere coincidence. As
former NFL coach Sam Rutigliano said, “If God
wanted football played in the spring, he would not
have invented baseball.”

With the 2008 season now underway, we wish all
players, coaches and parents good luck, whether
they’re playing hardball or softball. And we’re al-
ways looking for photographs of tomorrow’s super-
stars, so feel free to e-mail them to us at
sports@goleader.com, and we’ll try to include them
in future issues. Don’t forget to provide caption
information with the five w’s; if you need to know
what that means, ask a Cub Scout.

Citizens Lose with the Losing
Attitude of New Jersey GOP

In the topsy-turvy world of politics, we think
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. made the right decision, last
week, to not seek the office of United Senate Senator
in competition for incumbent Frank Lautenberg’s
seat. Mr. Kean has a chance to make a difference,
although in a minority leadership position at the
state, ...and we hope he does. After all, something
positive needs to happen in Trenton. The task is
enormous. One-party rule has run amock. It’s a train
wreck in Trenton, and the only thing left at this time
is to count the survivors and grieve for the victims.
We hope the public will be part of the survivors.

In the face of calamity, the Trenton leadership
remains blind to the changes needed to right our
ship. Governor Jon Corzine seems steadfast in hold-
ing the line for his state budget although draconian
impacts are appearing on the horizon for local  towns,
particularly Fanwood, Mountainside and perhaps
Garwood. No structural changes are being made to
correct the graft, misuse and abuse, which are rip-
pling down the food chain – affecting business,
schools, municipalities – essentially all elements of
society.

With local officials angry at Trenton for cutting
state aid and with this being an “off year” for state
elections, we are particularly interested in how local
elections will play out. Our eyes will be closing
watching the Scotch Plains mayoral race, where
Democrat Councilman Kevin Glover will face Re-
publican Councilwoman Nancy Malool. What will
either of them have to say?

We don’t think they care in Trenton for anything
other than their own interest and the interests of their
buddies. Seems like we’re in for a long ride, and
nobody’s standing up and saying, “Hell no, I won’t
take it any more.”

In the same token, the morass for the U.S. Senate
seat is becoming more entwined as Rep. Ron Andrews
has his wife running to hold his Congressional seat
while he, and party bosses George Norcross and Ray
Lesniak team up to grab more power. The public can
only lose in this despicable display of politics.

New Jersey has been dysfunctional for some time
in the United States Senate, with the likes of Robert
Torricelli (who resigned in the face of corruption
charges pending) and Harrison Williams, the only
senator in the history of the Senate to go to jail – as
a result of his conviction in the ABSCAM fraud
sting.

There isn’t too much bad to say about the job
Senator Lautenberg has been doing – other than
“what has he been doing?” Nice guy and all. Also, if
reelected, he’ll be 90 at the end of his term. Do we
really need this, and will he befall to be a servant of
the political cronies of this state? – How can the
public survive this dilemma?

The state GOP is struggling to find a legitimate
candidate and seems to be making a joke of the
situation. They are going into this with the attitude of
losers. Maybe this is why they haven’t won a U.S.
Senate seat since 1972.

Can’t any party select a candidate to serve the
people and not have it be about garnering power
and enhancing the exploitation that is already
rampant?

The GOP seems to believe that they can’t win, just
as they seem to believe that they can’t win a Union
County freeholder seat. Even the Democrats in Union
County are so bold and disbelieving that they are
amazed in talking to us, saying, “We can’t believe the
Republicans keep running potatoes.” No disrespect
for the sacrificial lambs that do agree to run – they are
given no support or encouragement – just thrown to
the wolves.

Well, there are going to be winners and losers in
these games. For sure, the public is going to be a
loser, to join the destiny already accepted by the
GOP. Will Mr. Lesniak and Mr. Norcross become the
big winners in this charade? If elected U.S. Senator,
will Rep. Andrews become a puppet? Will his wife,
as the bestowed Congresswoman, have a clue about
the job?

Or will Senator Lautenberg beat them all off the
trail for his last hurrah?

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

Voting Machines
Most Be Corrected

Editor’s Note: The following was sent
to the Westfield mayor and town council.

Following up on my previous reports
to you regarding problems with computer
voting, the Star-Ledger is now reporting
that subpoenas are being issued for the
Sequoia touch-screen voting machines in
New Jersey, including Union County.

As we have come to learn via
“Votescam: The Stealing of America” by
Jim and Ken Collier, these machines were
being introduced during the mid-1960’s.

It’s now 2008 and we face yet another
Presidential election without having had
our past concerns properly addressed,
especially in regard to the results of 2000
and 2004.

This is most certainly an issue, which
needs to be addressed by every elected
official in New Jersey, including our lo-
cal elected representatives.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield
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