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SIXTY CENTS

Voters to Decide School Taxes,
Mountainside BOE Race Tuesday
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and
JESSICA JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Voters will head
to the polls Tuesday to decide the fate
of school tax levies and vote for mostly
unopposed members of local school
boards. Only Mountainside has a competitive school board race among
towns covered by The Westfield
Leader.
In Westfield, voters will decide on
a $75,086,661 tax levy, a 4.59 percent
increase from last year. Property taxes
on a home assessed at $183,448 would
increase $324 if the tax levy passes.
The total budget is $86,585,234.
There are three more budget presentations, open to the community,
prior to vote day: tonight, Thursday,

April 10, at 7 p.m. at Wilson School
and at 8:15 p.m. at Roosevelt School,
and Monday, April 14, at 7 p.m. at
Edison School. The public can also
go online at westfieldnjk12.org and
tune in to Channel 36 for more information on the budget.
Running unopposed for re-election
to the board of education are incumbents Alice Hunnicutt, a former professional musician and currently employed by Statewide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN); Gary
McCready, a computer systems manager with Sumitomo Mitsui Bank in
Jersey City, and Ann Ormsby Cary, a
former senior vice president with the
United Way.
Mountainside will vote on a $12.2
million tax levy, which would in-

BOE CANDIDATES...The incumbent candidates for the Westfield Board of
Education are running unopposed. Pictured, left to right, are: Alice Hunnicutt,
Gary McCready and Ann Ormsby Cary.

Board Approves Irrigation
Pond at Echo Lake Club
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board heard three applications with variances at Monday night’s
meeting. Echo Lake Country Club, at
515 Springfield Avenue, was approved as proposed to include dredging of an existing decorative pond
and construction of an irrigation pond
to replace it, realignment of pathways and construction of a 576-foot
utility building. Chris Carson of the
club’s greens department said the
current irrigation system was built in
1966 and is beyond its lifespan.
“To be environmentally sensitive,
we have to put in an irrigation pond,”
he said. There will be a berm and
greenery to hide the utility building,
which serves as the pump house for
the irrigation system for the entire
golf club.
“It is our intent that the building not
be visible at all,” Mr. Carson said.
Robert Lions, civil engineer and
expert witness for the country club,
said the design of the pump house is
made up of cinder block with insulation, covered by grey, cedar-shake
style vinyl siding, and an insulated
roof to reduce noise. “There should
not be any noise on the property line
because of these improvements,” he
said.
He added that a 12-foot berm with
five- to six- foot-tall plantings would
block the view of the pump house,
which is 15 feet, six inches high and,
at its peak in the roof, is 18 feet. The
plantings, a mixture of deciduous and
evergreen shrubs and shade trees, at
their maturity will reach 30 feet high
with branch leaves starting at the
ground level, according to landscape
architect for Echo Lake, Brian
Clemson.
Mr. Lions also said that the club has
received general permits from the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection to dredge the existing pond
and install the new irrigation pond.
The pond will be fed water by existing wells at a rate of 1,800 gallons per

minute as required, Mr. Lions said.
Developer Irwin Ackerman will
also see his site plan realized for two
businesses at 21 East Broad Street.
The board unanimously approved the
variances requested: the town ordinance requires 16 parking spaces by
zone and 42 spaces by use requirement, the applicant will provide two
spaces; the ordinance requires one
off-street loading space, the applicant is providing none; the ordinance
requires a driveway width of 20 feet,
the applicant is supplying 10 feet; the
ordinance restricts signage mounting
to a maximum height of 12 feet, the
applicant will have the signs at a
height of 15.5 feet. Other variances
dealt with access aisle and parking
space dimensions.
Mr. Ackerman is the same developer of One Lincoln Plaza Condominiums created above the PNC Bank
across the street from this proposed
application.
A few years ago, Mr. Ackerman
was approved at the same site to construct a three-story building with
apartments above a store. “We
changed direction due to market conditions,” he said. His new plan is for
a one-story building with two businesses.
A franchise restaurant, Five Guys,
serving hamburgers and fries, hot dogs
and veggie burgers is planned to occupy 2,500 square feet of the 4,800square-foot building.
FedEx was in negotiations with
Mr. Ackerman to occupy the other
space, but nothing was finalized at
the time of the board meeting.
Vince Soutelle, owner of G.O.
Kellers dry cleaning service that is
adjacent to 21 East Broad Street, had
an attorney, David Pierce, represent
his opposition to the variances requested.
Michael Goldsmith is the architect
of the building and had made changes
to his plans based on the town’s architectural review board’s suggestions
to add an awning, use brickwork on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader

IRRIGATION PLANNING...Chris Carson of Echo Lake Country Club presents
an irrigation plan to the Westfield Planning Board on Monday night.

crease taxes $156 on a home assessed
at $162,700, to fund total expenditures of $15,865,990.
Voters will decide which two of the
three candidates should fill open seats
on the Mountainside Board of Education (BOE). Lauren Emblad (the
daughter of current board member
Carmine Venes), Cathy Jakositz and
Carolyn Williams are vying for the
two seats. Incumbents John Perrin,
BOE president, and Scot Worswick
are not seeking re-election.
Ms. Emblad was raised in
Mountainside and attended both
Beechwood and Deerfield schools.
In 1988, she graduated from Jonathan
Dayton High School in Springfield,
where high school students living in
Mountainside were routed at that time.
She has a bachelor’s degree in psychology with a minor in public administration and a master’s degree in
behavioral and organizational psychology, both from Kean University.
She is certified in student personnel
services, kindergarten to grade 8 elementary teaching, and as a substance
awareness coordinator.
Ms. Jakositz works part-time as a
special education teacher. She grew
up in Union, where she attended
Catholic school and later graduated
from Union High School in 1983.
She has a bachelor’s degree in teacher
of the handicapped, a master’s degree
in administration and supervision
from Kean University and graduate
degrees in school counseling and as a
Learning Disability Teacher Consultant (LDTC), qualifying her to work
on a child study team.
Current Mountainside PTA president, Ms. Williams, was raised in
Portland, Ore. and is originally from
Syracuse, N.Y. She graduated in 1980
from high school in Beaverton, Ore.
and attended the University of Oregon, Portland State and Miracosta
College in San Diego, Calif. She studied early elementary education and
worked in a pre-school in San Diego.
In Garwood, residents will vote on
a proposed $6,588,420 school tax levy
in support of an $8,256,284 budget. If
approved, taxes would increase $126
on a home assessed at $100,000. The
tax levy is up 4 percent over last year.
In terms of seats on the Garwood
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

CENTRAL CRASH...Two cars collide early afternoon on Tuesday in Westfield at the intersection of Central and North
Avenues. Police redirect traffic as rescue squad members and fire department personnel place the injured person on a
stretcher for transportation to the hospital.

Westfield Council Agrees
To Introduce $37.9-Mill Budget
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council, at Tuesday’s meeting,
agreed to introduce a $37.88-million
municipal budget, an increase of $1.86
million over 2007, at next week’s
public meeting. The budget could then
be formally adopted on May 20.
Approximately $22 million of the
$37.88-million budget (58 percent)
will be supported by local property
taxes.
The tax levy represents an increase
of 9.38 percent from last year. The
9.38 percent is made up of town expenses capped at 4-percent, as the
state mandates, plus 5.38 percent in
state-mandated expenditures, such as
library costs and pension payouts.
The proposed 2008 municipal budget will represent an approximate
jump of $180 a year to the average

Mountainside BOE Names
Jeanette Baubles as CSA
By LARISSA CURLIK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Board
of Education promoted Jeanette
Baubles as Chief School Administrator (CSA) at Tuesday night’s meeting. The board also announced that
the school budget should be available
tomorrow or Saturday for the public’s
viewing, a day after the district’s open
house is held.
Mrs. Baubles, who was hired as
principal of Deerfield School last year,
will assume the role of CSA on April
14, and will be paid a salary of
$135,000 per year through June 30,
2011. She will continue her duties as
principal of Deerfield School for the
remainder of the school year.
Scot Worswick, whose last meeting as a member of the board was on
Tuesday night, said that he could not
vote for the promotion of Mrs.

Baubles because he was uncomfortable making a decision at that point
that would “greatly impact” the future of the board.
John Perrin, president of the board,
said Mrs. Baubles has “brought the
district very far in a short amount of
time,” citing her commitment to structured curriculum development and
the hiring and development of
“highly-trained” teachers.
Although Mrs. Baubles lacks prior
experience as a superintendent, Mr.
Perrin said that he “supports giving a
chance” to those that are inexperienced to lead, “despite the peril” that
the Mountainside district faces in the
future, and he said that the council’s
decision will help “provide stability”
within the district.
Mrs. Baubles will replace Richard
O’Malley, who has resigned from the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Mayor Plans to Reduce
Spending by $305,000

Westfield home assessed at $183,500.
In what First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana, finance policy committee
chairman, called a “landmark budget,” spending will increase 5.15 percent over 2007.
Mr. Caruana noted that while spending jumped more than 5 percent, the
portion Westfield could control only
rose 1.68 percent. Mandated costs,
including the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) assessment

($340,000), library ($173,000) and
pension costs ($740,000) comprised
the bulk of the increase.
Speaking to the newspaper after
the meeting, Mr. Caruana reiterated
that the portion of the budget the town
can control is “very limited.”
To account for all state-required
expenses, which went up $1.59 million (12.45- percent), and more than
a half-million in salary increases, as
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Council Defends
Recreation Budget Increase
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Borough Council
members on Tuesday night defended
an increase in the recreation
commission’s budget amid questions
from two residents.
During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bruce Paterson
questioned the necessity of the recreation commission’s budget, which he
said should be significantly reduced.
“I find this to be a travesty, financially,” Mr. Paterson said.
According to Mr. Paterson, the recreation commission spent around
$41,100 in 2007, and its proposed
budget in 2008, is around $46,500.
Mr. Paterson said that although the
programs offered by the commission
were “nice,” he did not believe it is
the place of the government to provide entertainment at the taxpayers’
expense, particularly during times of
financial hardship.
“We’re looking at bus trips and
pizza parties on the taxpayer dime,”
Mr. Paterson said. “We’re hurting financially.”
Mr. Paterson said that the recreation
commission should cut down on the
number of programs it funds to two
large events a year and that the rest of
the programs should be self-funded.
Resident Anne Leonard also voiced
concerns about the recreation com-

mission, saying that the commission
should focus on recreation for children and eliminate some of the fully
funded programs for adults.
“As far as I’m concerned recreation is for the kids,” Ms. Leonard
said.
Council President Kathleen
Villaggio said a majority of the recreation budget goes toward salaries for
counselors for the different programs
the commission runs, and that a majority of the increase is associated
with minimum wage and contractual
increases, as well as hiring additional
staff for the summer programs.
Councilman Stephen Napolitano,
the liaison to the recreation commission, said the commission is looking
for ways to cut costs, including charging for programs to offset expenses.
Mr. Napolitano also said that although
these programs are taxpayer-funded,
it is also the borough’s taxpayers who
use them.
Councilman Keith Sluka also said
that the recreation commission represents only a small portion of the
borough’s budget, and that these programs are “very popular.” He added
that having a strong recreation program for children and families is one
of the things that attract families to
Garwood.
“The kids love it, and that’s the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During
Tuesday night’s work session meeting, Mayor Robert Viglianti presented
council members with a brief description of what the borough’s 2008
budget may look like.
“No matter what the state does, we
cannot spend any more money,”
Mayor Viglianti said. “When we don’t
get money, we have to get it through
taxation, but that does not give us the
right to spend.”
Mountainside is one of the small
towns with populations under 10,000
that might be affected by Governor
Jon Corzine’s significantly reduced
state number in the proposed state
budget.
The borough has to cut $305,000
from last year’s budget numbers. The
only areas the mayor is considering
an increase in are gasoline, natural
gas, electricity and water. Last year’s
budget was $10 million which in-

cluded a $5.8-million municipal tax
levy.
“I had to cut every single
department’s budget,” Mayor
Viglianti said. “Budgets that did not
expend their money last year will be
reduced by 5 percent.”
According to Mayor Viglianti, the
only thing added to the budget was
$2,300 for community appreciation
day.
Governor Corzine signed a legislation to cap the property-tax increase
at 4 percent annually, in an effort to
save extreme property tax increases.
“We are at our cap,” Mayor Viglianti
said. “If the governor gave us back
money, we would only be able to
reduce the tax percent (increase).”
The mayor said he hopes to introduce the budget at the council meeting
in May. He declined to provide specific details, saying the spending plan
was only a “rough draft” at this time.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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ANGLING AT THE PARK...State Senate President Richard Codey releases
trout into Echo Lake in Mountainside on Wednesday, April 3, as part of the state’s
stocking of streams and lakes prior to the opening of trout season last Saturday.
All trout were raised at the state Pequest Trout Hatchery in Warren County.
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Family Convicted for Bilking
Westfield Man, 88, of Savings

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

OPERATION RED SHIELD…Last Friday, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Salvation Army Coordinator Scott Shepherd, Congressman Mike Ferguson and
Dianne Gorbaty met at the Westfield Library to support the next NJ National
Guard troop deployment to Iraq. For the fifth year, the Salvation Army will be
making toiletry kits for the troops that will be deployed. More than 7,000 kits have
been distributed to date. For more information and to assist, please contact Tricia
Pellegrini at (908) 851-8227 or visit salvationarmynewjersey.org. Pictured, left to
right, are: Mayor Skibitsky, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Ferguson and Mrs. Gorbaty.

School Taxes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE, incumbent Christine Guerriero
and former BOE member Linda
Koenig are unopposed for two of the
three seats up this year. Officials said
if no write-in candidate emerges for
the third slot, the BOE would advertise for the vacancy and interview
candidates to fill the opening.
Ms. Guerriero is seeking her second consecutive term. She previously
served on the board from 1990 to
1993 and was re-elected in 2005. She
is currently vice president of the BOE.
Ms. Guerriero holds a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Seton Hall University and is a nurse at Somerville
High School.
Ms. Koenig, a freelance writer, previously served on the BOE from 19922001 and 2004 to 2007. She also
served on the Clark school board. She

MS Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In other council business,
Mountainside resident Gail
Pennington asked the council if it
would be able to provide practice
space for the Westfield Soccer Association (WSA). WSA is an independent organization that allows children from other towns, such as Ms.
Pennington’s children, to participate
in the program.
Due to a growth in other programs
in Westfield, the WSA’s field time has
been reduced, she said.
“Do you recognize there is an expense involved in this?” Councilman
Keith Turner asked. “Our fields are in
horrific condition due to the abuse.”
According to Mr. Turner, there is
not enough field time for programs
Mountainside has for its residents.
“I think it’s fair to give you guys an
answer within a week,” Mayor
Viglianti said.
The council also proposed changing the rules and regulations for use
of the community room at borough
hall. If approved, the changes would
include increasing the fee, which is
currently set at $150. Also, only
Mountainside residents will be allowed to rent the rooms. The council
is considering a $50 increase.
Mayor Viglianti adjourned the
meeting with the council going into
executive session to discuss the
borough’s recycling contract.

is a graduate of Union County College and has a bachelor’s and master’s
degree in English from Rutgers University.
Cranford residents will vote on a
tax levy of $42,965,510, which school
officials said is 3.34 percent over last
year. A homeowner with an assessment of $180,933 would encounter a
$154.67 increase in school taxes. The
total spending plan for 2008-2009 is
$51,808,533, an increase of 4 percent
over 2007-2008.
Running uncontested for re-election to the Cranford board of education, among the nine board members,
are JoAnn Boyle, Jill Brown and
Michael Caulfield.
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents will cast ballots on a
$67,753,660 tax levy, including debt
service of $2,343,994. The total
school budget is $77,775,487.
If approved, school taxes would
increase $153 per average home in
Fanwood (an increase of 2.80 percent) and $271 per average home in
Scotch Plains (an increase of 4.29
percent).
The district’s total school budget
this year is $77,775,487, an increase
of $3,013,818 from the 2007-2008
school-year budget.
Incumbent board of education
members Warren McFall and Donald
Parisi, representing Scotch Plains, and
Fanwood resident Sasha Slocum, are
running unopposed for board seats.
Mr. Parisi is general counsel to
Rider Insurance Company in Springfield. He graduated from Rutgers in
1978, and Rutgers-Camden Law
School in 1982.
Mr. McFall is a member of the
technical staff with Bell Labs, Lucent
Technologies.
Ms. Slocum is a social studies
teacher at Plainfield High School in
the alternative program. She has
worked as a fourth and fifth grade
teacher, as well as a teacher for special-needs children in Westfield, New
Mexico and Massachusetts. She
holds a master’s degree in education
policy from Harvard University and
a doctorate in politics, with a focus
on education policy in New Jersey
and France, from Brandeis University.
Polls are open from 2 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, except in Westfield where
they are open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

WF Planning Board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the façade and dental molding to the
roofline.
He plans to use a brick veneer with
a basket weave pattern on the front
wall, a continuous canvas awning
across the front. He also said the
building is not constructed to support
additional floors.
“I think the design is boring,” said
board member Francis Smith.
Michael Blancato, owner of Vicki’s

Garwood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

stuff that drives families to live in this
town,” Mr. Sluka said. “That’s what
makes Garwood Garwood.”
In other business, the council
learned on Tuesday that the roof of
the firehouse is in need of repairs.
According to Councilman Anthony
Sytko, the estimated cost of the repairs is $9,925. The borough will
draft a resolution for this expenditure
during a later meeting.
The borough also passed an ordinance to amend its land use codes.
The ordinance amends regulations
regarding certificates of compliance
and the duties of the borough’s zoning officer. Prior to this year, certificates of compliance for the borough
were handled by Cranford.
Also passed was an ordinance to
establish a cap bank for the year.
Under the ordinance, $45,560 will be
placed in the cap bank. Under state
law, municipalities are required to
limit any budget increases from year
to year to either 2.5 percent or the 3.5
percent cost-of-living adjustment.
This money can then be used in during the next two years.

See More Information at
goleader.com

Diner, is also opposed to the look of
the building.
“I think a brick building is out of
place in that location,” Mr. Blancato
said. He later told the board not to
approve the variances.
Members of the board also mentioned that the glass windows covered most the frontage.
As a compromise, the board said
the owner must detail the windows to
“soften their appearance.” Board
member Robert Newell cited Williams Sonoma as a reference point.
They also required that each store
only have one sign, instead of the five
signs proposed, and a reduction in
lighting at the rear from five lights to
three or four.
Lack of offered parking spaces was
a concern for Mr. Soutelle.
Mr. Soutelle said on-street parking
at 6:30 a.m. is “fairly utilized, if not
fully utilized, at that time,” referring
to when Five Guys expects its food
deliveries.
Mr. Newell said, “I don’t see this as
being any more invasive than what
already is,” referring to parking problems in Westfield. “Traffic is always
an issue.”
The third application was In-Town
Condominium Construction Company at 111-129 Prospect Street,
which sought to retain three signs on
a temporary basis for the Savannah
age-restricted housing project.
A 6-2 vote approved to allow the
company to hang a banner, currently
60 square feet, at the top of the building with an amendment to reducing
its width (currently 42 feet) by about
25 percent.
With reductions, it is larger than
the nine feet currently allowed by
ordinance. Another motion unanimously approved the company to hang
a sign on its fence and, once the fence
is removed in June, to place the sign
on the building for the remainder of
the year.

ELIZABETH – Richard Garcia, 26,
and his mother, Janet Garcia, 53, have
been sentenced by State Superior Court
Judge Stuart Peim to three years in state
prison each for bilking an elderly
Westfield man out of his life savings.
They also made restitution of $120,000
prior to the sentencing, according to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office. Lucia
Heinz, 23, Richard Garcia’s girlfriend,
will be sentenced on Friday, April 18.
The defendants all reside on Pennington
Street in Elizabeth. Janet Garcia pled
guilty to conspiracy to commit theft. Richard Garcia and Lucia Heinz pled guilty
to two counts of theft while Janet Garcia’s
daughter, Jacqueline Garcia, was also implicated in the crimes. She will have to
forfeit her position as a dispatcher for the
Elizabeth Fire Department and will be
barred from public employment for life.
Stephen Bogart, 89, was a customer of
Richard Garcia who is a barber and the
current owner of Jersey Cutz Barber Shop
on South Avenue in Westfield. In the
spring of 2006, authorities said Richard
Garcia befriended Mr. Rubin and offered
to run errands for him. Assistant Prosecutor Anne Rubin said Mr. Garcia took

advantage of Mr. Bogart’s failing sight
by offering to paying Mr. Bogart’s bills.
But, in reality, Richard Garcia wrote the
checks made out to himself, his mother
and to cash.
Janet Garcia had Mr. Bogart give her
power of attorney over his affairs and
proceeded to transfer $225,000 to Richard Garcia’s account and $11,000 to her
own.
Authorities said the thefts came to light
in February 2007 when Helen Rentoulis,
the owner of Vicki’s Diner in Westfield,
noticed that Mr. Bogart had stopped coming into the diner for his customary two
meals a day. She also recalled that Mr.
Bogart had told her that Richard Garcia
was helping him with his bills.” Ms.
Rentoulis than called the Westfield Police Department.
A search warrant of the Garcia’s home
turned up bank documents belonging to
the Garcia’s and to Mr. Bogart, as well as
Bogart’s wallet and jewelry, authorities
said. A legal guardian was appointed for
Mr. Bogart as a result of the investigation.
Mr. Bogart is a lifelong resident of
Westfield and once served as the town’s
tax collector.

Mountainside BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside district to serve as superintendent of the Matawan-Aberdeen regional school district. Mr.
O’Malley’s original resignation date
was slated for Friday, May 16. However, his departure has advanced and
he has agreed to be available for consultation, school officials said.
Mrs. Baubles said that her focus
will be on a “commitment to excellence,” and said that it is a “gift to lead”
those in the Deerfield and Beechwood
schools. The board hired RLF Associates at $3,200 to conduct a search to
fill the Deerfield principal vacancy.
The board also announced an open
house at Mountainside schools today, April 10, and said that a copy of
the proposed budget for next year
should arrive this Friday or Saturday
for public review.
In the upcoming election on April
15, three candidates, Lauren Emblad,
the daughter of current board member Carmine Venes, Cathy Jakositz,
and PTA President Carolyn Williams
are vying for the two open seats.

Voters will also be asked to decide
on a tax levy of $12.2 million to
support the proposed $15.9 million
school spending plan for the 20082009 year.
Polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.
on Tuesday, April 15 at Deerfield
School, borough hall, and the Community Presbyterian Church.
Tuesday night was also the last
meeting for Mr. Perrin who has served
on the board for 10 years. Mr.
O’Malley said that Mr. Perrin “governed in a way that has been responsible to the kids and the taxpayers”
and that he was leaving the district
financially and academically stronger than when they started.
Mr. Perrin commended the board
for its dedication to setting goals each
June and said that he “encourages the
board to continue with the goal setting process”
Board vice president Mary Beth
Schaumberg thanked Mr. Worswick
and Mr. Perrin for their “years of
service to the community.”

Westfield Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

well as declining revenues, the town
will use its entire available surplus,
$3.89 million, and pull more than
$326,000 from its sale of assets account to fund the budget.
Responding to a question from
Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski about the effect of dipping into these accounts, Mr. Caruana
said doing so could impact the town’s
bond rating but, more importantly,
means that the town is “depleting two
valuable asset accounts.”
As another cost-saving measure,
by reducing four full-time posts to
part-time positions and cutting a fulland part-time job each, the town will
save roughly $95,000. While hesitant
to reveal specifics about the cuts,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea did
tell the press following the meeting
that personnel reductions would occur in the areas of public works, administration, police and fire.
Between the initial budget presentation in late March and Tuesday, the
town cut its proposed budget by almost $494,000.
“We had to make the unenviable
decisions and find creative ways to
cut,” Mr. Gildea said. “When you
look to 2009, we’ll need all the help
we can get.”
Calling this “by far the most difficult budget” he had tackled, Mr.
Caruana said that a $379,000 drop in
revenue, $200,000 of which was
caused by declines in construction,
had compounded the issue.
Giving an overall assessment of
where the town stands, Mr. Caruana
said, “Taxes can take care of the
spending…but we have to concern
ourselves with the declining revenue,”
Mr. Caruana said.
“Sadly,” he said, “the solution is
simple” – the town must cut programs, services and personnel.
To increase revenues, the town will
examine all user fees currently in
place and increase rates that it can
control, including parking fines, “as
soon as possible.”
Mr. Caruana proposed, and the
council agreed to, introducing an ordinance change that would effectively
bump $20 overtime parking fines to
$32 and change the language in the
ordinance, capping the figure at $50.
Mr. Bigosinski cautioned that there
are no assurances that the augmented
rate would translate into increased
revenue. He said the plan did not take
into consideration that the proposal
might be seen as “too aggressive” and
“perceived as hostile to shoppers.”
He said if there was some empirical evidence that changing the rate
“would create a boon, I’d be less
uneasy.”
Mr. Caruana handed out a sheet
that compared Westfield’s $20 rate to
that of 10 other Union County towns.
Only Roselle Park, at $17, charged
less.
Mr. Caruana said Westfield is “below market” in terms of its parking
fines.
“The bottom line is that these are
individuals breaking the law…all
we’re doing is enforcing the law,” he
said.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim

Foerst said, “no one is excited” about
raising the fines but did not think the
amended rate was “too extreme.” Mr.
Foerst reasoned that for people who
get a $20 overtime-meter ticket and
do not pay it right away, they already
pay $31.
Explaining that the state takes
$11.50 of every $20 ticket, Second
Ward Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
said the move was made as a way to
generate more revenue. Westfield is
not a “utopia,” she said, and is not
“exempt” from the difficult budgetary climate that all municipalities are
facing.
Third Ward Councilman David
Haas, who, along with Ms. Neylan
and Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, served on the finance committee, agreed with Mr. Bigosinski
that the council does not know what
the revenue or behavioral impact of
ratcheting up the rate will be; however, he supported the move and said
his decision was “guided by” seeing
rate comparisons with fellow local
towns.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky acknowledged that there is “always a risk”
when making such a change, but said,
“Ideally, maybe, downtown parking
would be more dynamic, and more
spaces will open up.”
Mr. Gildea said, at present, some
employees would sooner accept two
$20 tickets a week than pay for a
parking permit. Now, that attitude
might change, according to Mr.
Gildea.
Mr. Bigosinski also sought to make
sure that the public be notified of the
change, so people are not caught unaware.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren
responded by saying the parking fine
increase would be “the first of many,
many, many increases of this type…to
take the position you’re taking, Mr.
Bigosinski, that there is some sort of
due process notice that is associated
with every one of the increases set a
bad precedent…If we’re going on a
public campaign of notice for each
and every one of them, we’re going to
spend the entire year doing that and
not enacting the increase” that the
finance committee deems necessary.
Mayor Skibitsky assured Mr.
Bigosinski that through The Westfield
Leader, the town’s website and TV36, the public would be alerted.
Anticipating a $200,000 increase
in Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System pension payouts, which will
no longer be exempted from the cap,
and a $600,000 jump in RVSA
charges, Mr. Caruana forecasted 2009
to be “frightening” from a budget
perspective.
He also estimated that after the
2009 budget cycle, the town’s surplus
could drop from the 2006 $4.6 million to $700,000. If the projection
holds true, it would represent an 85percent plunge since 2006. That, according to the first ward councilman,
would be a “painful” scenario.
Mr. Caruana described the situation – when factoring in diminishing
revenues, a levy cap and declining
state aid – as like “playing with 35
cards in the deck.”

SPOT SNARED...Spot, the three-foot-long alligator, was captured last Thursday
in Plainfield during State Police and Plainfield Police raids to arrest 91 street
thugs. Also seized were $18,000 in cash, a dozen handguns, bulletproof vests, a
stun gun, heroin, cocaine and marijuana,

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, April 1, a resident of the 200
block of Livingston Street reported that
two of the tires on his motor vehicle were
punctured while the vehicle was parked
in his driveway.
Wednesday, April 2, Anabela M.
Ferreira, 23, of Union was arrested on a
Scotch Plains traffic warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
North Scotch Plains Avenue. She was
transported to Westfield police headquarters, processed and released after posting
$81 bail.
Thursday, April 3, Hamood Rashid,
27, of New York City was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield traffic warrant. Rashid was released after posting $130 bail.
Thursday, April 3, an attempt was made
to pass a bad check at a bank on the 500
block of North Avenue, East. The individual who tried to pass the check was
described as a white male, approximately
25 years old, five feet, eight inches tall
and wearing a wool cap and thick rimmed
glasses.
Friday, April 4, James Griffin, 34, of
Linden was arrested during a motor vehicle stop at the intersection of South and
Central Avenues on multiple outstanding
fugitive warrants.
He was turned over to the Plainfield
Police Department in lieu of a criminal
warrant in the amount of $7,456. Griffin
also had traffic warrants outstanding from
East Brunswick, for $630; Elizabeth, for
$580, and Watchung, for $500.
Scotch Plains
Friday, April 4, a resident of Warren
Street reported that someone broke the
side view mirror on his motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of his house.
Friday, April 4, Brian Tinsley, 24, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.
Friday, April 4, a resident of Tussell
Lane reported that someone used his credit
card without authorization to order approximately $700 worth of items.
Friday, April 4, a resident of Scotch
Plains reported that someone removed a
lawn ornament from her front yard that
was valued at approximately $600.
Saturday, April 5, Eric Henricks, 26, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
hindering apprehension after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, Henricks attempted

to give officers a false name. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released after posting bail, police said.
Saturday, April 5, Michael McCrea,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with burglary after officers responded to
a report of a suspicious male seen breaking into a parked motor vehicle. According to police, McCrea was transported to
police headquarters where he was processed and released after posting bail.
Mountainside
Wednesday, April 2, Daniel W.
Gorczyca, 44, of Mountainside was arrested at the Somerset County Sheriff’s
Office on an outstanding warrant.
Thursday, April 3, Charles W. Thomas, 53, of Rahway was arrested at the
Rahway Police Department on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $915.
Thursday, April 3, at 7:57 p.m., a patron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establishment, someone smashed the driver side
window of her motor vehicle and removed a GPS, an iPod and a Hewlett
Packard laptop. The value of the window
and the items is approximately $2,350,
police said.
Thursday, April 3, at 9:55 p.m., a patron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establishment, someone smashed the driver side
rear window of her motor vehicle and
removed an I-Mac laptop. According to
police, the value of the computer and the
window is approximately $4,750.
Thursday, April 3, at 11:54 p.m., a
patron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establishment, someone pried open the door to her
motor vehicle and removed her insurance
card. Although there were other valuables inside the vehicle, nothing else was
removed, police said. According to police, an unidentified person was caught
on video surveillance entering the victim’s
vehicle. The incident is under investigation, authorities said.
Fanwood
Not available at press time.
Garwood
Tuesday, April 8, Tatiana Darcy, 22, of
Garwood and Brian Goger, 26, of Union
were arrested and charged with drunken
disorderly conduct after police responded
to a report of a disturbance on the 300
block of Hazel Avenue. Darcy also was
charged with resisting arrest. Both were
released pending April 14 municipal court
dates.

Council Races Set In FW,
GW; Seven Vie for Congress
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Council races in Fanwood
and Garwood, Primary battles featuring a
seven-candidate Republican race for the
open 7th District Congressional seat and
U.S. Senate battles in both political parties topped Monday’s official filing deadline. Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood is running as the Democrat for
the 7th Congressional District seat.
Expected to be a hotly contested race in
Scotch Plains, council incumbents Nancy
Malool (R) and Kevin Glover (D) seek
the office of Mayor in the November
Election. Richard Samuel (D) and Mary
DePaola (R) face off for the open council
seat.
In Fanwood, incumbent councilwoman
Joan Wheeler has filed for another term.
Councilman Bruce Walsh (D) is not seeking reelection. Russell Huegel is seeking
a seat as a Democratic. Fanwood Republicans running for council are Joel Stroz
and Robert Manduca.
Garwood Democratic incumbents William Schadewald, 3rd and Walter Tucker
are not seeking reelection. Running on
the Democratic ticket are Jonathan Linken
and Louis Petruzzelli. Democrats hold
the mayor’s office and have a 5-1 majority on the borough council.
Garwood Republicans Timothy Hak
and Patricia Quattrocchi are seeking seats
on the council.
In Mountainside, incumbents Keith
Turner and Paul Mirabelli have filed for
reelection to the borough council. Mr.
Turner is seeking his fifth, four-year term.
Mr. Mirabelli is seeking his fourth term.
The Republican Primary race in the 7th
Congressional District features State
Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington), Kate Whitman, the daugh-

ter of former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman; Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks; former Summit City Council President Kelly Hatfield, Tom Roughneen of
Watchung, A.D. Amar of Warren, a professor at Seton Hall University, and Darren
Young of Summit, who is running on the
ballot line with Senate candidate Murray
Sabrin.
In the U.S. Senate race, four-term incumbent Frank Lautenberg faces a Primary challenge from Rep. Rob Andrews
(D-1st, Haddon Heights) and Morristown
Mayor Donald Cresitello in the Democratic Primary.
The GOP U.S. Senate race includes
state Senator Joseph Pennacchio (LD-26,
Pine Brook), former Goya Foods executive Andrew Unanue of Colonia and Mr.
Sabrin of Fort Lee, a college professor.
Also filing Monday were 14 candidates for county freeholder. Incumbent
Democrats Angel Estrada of Elizabeth,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward
of Linden face opposition in the June
Primary from Carmen Southward of Linden and Carlos Cedeno and Marlene
Abitanto, both of Elizabeth and running
under the banner “Democratic Change
for Elizabeth.” Also running are Armando
Burgos of Elizabeth, under “The Time is
Now” ballot slogan, and Diane Murray of
Hillside, running under the “Insure Your
Future” name.
Republicans running for freeholder are
Roselle Park Councilman Michael
Yakubov, John Russitano of Westfield
and Joseph Franchino of Berkeley
Heights. Krzysztof Nowak of Cranford,
Dolores Makrogiannis of Scotch Plains
and Jeffrey Payer of Summit seek the
GOP nod under the “Constitutional Republicans Protecting the Liberty Platform”
slogan with Mr. Sabrin.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

DOWNED TREE...A large tree fell on the house at 249 Munsee Way in Westfield
last Saturday morning. Above, the fire department checks the structural
integrity of the house and looks for downed power lines. Excessive groundwater
may have been a cause for the tree’s root failure.
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FW Municipal Budget Woes Remain
In Spotlight As Aid, Revenues Drop
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough council on Tuesday night discussed the
funding dilemma faced in their proposed $8.5 million spending plan introduced last month. Without changes,
the borough would need to raise municipal property taxes by about 29
percent.
Expenses are up, revenues, such as
from fines, are down, and municipal
aid for Fanwood from the state is
$200,000 less than anticipated in the
budget.
Mayor Colleen Mahr said the municipal aid cuts announced recently
by Governor Jon Corzine are “directly impacting this local budget in a
very big and bad way.”
She said the proposed budget requiring a property tax increase of
about 29 percent will not be the same
spending plan ultimately adopted by
the governing body this summer.
“Until we hear otherwise [from the
state], we have to go with what we

have been informed of. There has
been ‘some talk’ in Trenton about
possibly ‘phasing in’ the proposed
aid cuts,” the mayor said.
During the public comment session, resident Monica Felsing asked
Mayor Mahr why she hasn’t formed
the “bi-partisan budget review committee,” an idea suggested by the
mayor.
The mayor responded that the idea
behind such a committee was not to
focus on this year’s or even next year’s
budget.
“We are caught in a very bad place.
It’s our responsibility to come up
with a really new way of thinking
about the budget for the next several
years,” Mayor Mahr said.
Mrs. Felsing also asked if a “bond
issue” would be required if the merger
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries were to become a reality.
The mayor said that the merger
idea is only at the point of a “feasibility study. We’re not there yet, at all.
We don’t know what the cost would

BOE CANDIDATES...The incumbents seeking re-election to the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education are running unopposed. Pictured, left to right, are:
Warren McFall, Don Parisi and Sasha Slocum.

Voters Head to Polls Tuesday
To Decide School Taxes
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and
JESSICA JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Voters will
head to polls Tuesday to decide the
fate of school tax levies and vote for
mostly unopposed members of local
school boards. Only Mountainside
has a competitive school board race
among towns covered by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents will cast ballots on a
$67,753,660 tax levy, including debt
service of $2,343,994. The total
school budget is $77,775,487.
If approved, school taxes would
increase $153 per average home in
Fanwood (an increase of 2.80 percent) and $271 per average home in
Scotch Plains (an increase of 4.29
percent).
The district’s total school budget
this year represents an increase of
$3,013,818 from the 2007-2008
school-year budget.
Incumbent board of education
members Warren McFall and Donald
Parisi, representing Scotch Plains, and
Fanwood resident Sasha Slocum, are
running unopposed for board seats.
Mr. Parisi is general counsel to
Rider Insurance Company in Springfield. He graduated from Rutgers in
1978, and Rutgers-Camden Law
School in 1982.
Mr. McFall is a member of the
technical staff with Bell Labs, Lucent
Technologies.
Ms. Slocum is a social studies
teacher at Plainfield High School in

the alternative program. She has
worked as a fourth and fifth grade
teacher, as well as a teacher for special needs children in Westfield, New
Mexico and Massachusetts. She holds
a master’s degree in education policy
from Harvard University and a doctorate in politics, with a focus on
education policy in New Jersey and
France, from Brandeis University.
In Westfield, voters will decide on
a $75,086,661 tax levy, a 4.59 percent
increase from last year. Property taxes
on a home assessed for $183,448
would increase $324 if the tax levy
passes. The total budget is
$86,585,234.
There are three more budget presentations, open to the community,
prior to the school board election:
tonight, Thursday, April 10, at 7 p.m.
at Wilson School and at 8:15 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School; and
Monday, April 14, at 7 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School.
Running unopposed for re-election
to the board of education are incumbents Alice Hunnicutt, a former professional musician and currently employed by Statewide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN); Mr.
McCready, a computer systems manager with Sumitomo Mitsui Bank in
Jersey City, and Ann Cary, a former
senior vice president with the United
Way.
Mountainside will vote on a $12.2
million tax levy, which would increase taxes $156 on a home assessed
at $162,700, to fund total expendiCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Zoning Board OKs Garage,
Puts Off New House Hearing
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjustment, at last Thursday’s meeting, gave
unanimous approval to a
homeowner’s application to construct
a new, attached garage as part of a
larger renovation to his house.
Francis Quigley was granted a 10foot front yard setback variance for the
new garage at his home at 539 Cedar
Street. The required setback is 30 feet.
Mr. Quigley told the board he is
also planning to expand his kitchen
and convert the existing garage, which
is located toward the rear of his house,
into a bedroom.
The eight board members had few
questions for Mr. Quigley during the
10-minute hearing. Chris Abeel said
the fact that the home is situated at the
end of a dead-end street “minimizes
the impact” of the new garage.

The board also granted a continuance to Kimm Construction, LLC.,
whose application to construct a
new single-family home at 7
Johnson Street was scheduled for a
hearing last week. The company
was seeking variances related to lot
width and front yard setback requirements.
Richard Cohen, the attorney for
Kimm Construction, told the board at
the start of the meeting that it was
possible that the zoning board may
have already granted those variances
back in 1998, and asked for a continuance to allow him time to review the
files from the earlier hearing.
If it is concluded that variances
were already granted, another hearing may not be necessary. If the board
needs to take new action, the hearing
on the Kimm Construction application will be held at the board’s May 1
meeting.

be.”
“We need to [first] determine where
the building would be and the cost,”
said Mayor Mahr, adding that it would
be up to residents to approve the idea
of a merger and how it would be
financed.
“I’m more concerned with the fiscal responsibility of this town,” said
Mrs. Felsing, who claimed the library merger study shows “residents
do not want this. I’m sorry, but this is
such a low priority; I see this as a
waste.”
The mayor said the library study
was financed with a grant and the
borough has up to a year to decide,
“whether the merger can be costeffective and provide better services.”
Mrs. Felsing asked whether the
borough’s Chief Financial Officer,
Fred Tomkins, has “really explained
the budget to the public.”
“Every time we’ve had a budget
meeting, it’s been advertised in the
newspaper,” Council President Joan
Wheeler said. “We wish the public
would be here; we want you to be
here and participate in this.”
“We had three people get up and
give some very constructive comments and genuinely want to help,”
said Councilman Anthony Parenti,
pointing to one budget meeting held
last month.
Mayor Mahr said that a series of
“town hall” budget meetings might
begin as soon as this month. “We may
not all agree 100 percent on everything, but we all give 100 percent [of
our effort] to you.”
In other business, the council approved a series of resolutions, including purchasing automated pay stations for daily train station parking;
applying for a $500,000 state “Safe
Routes to School” grant for sidewalks
between Midway and Morris Avenues; and filing for a $50,000 state
“Smart Future” grant to further the
borough’s downtown redevelopment
plans.
Mayor Mahr said she is serving on
a “task force of community leaders to
keep our fingers on the pulse of what’s
going on” regarding the announced
closure of Muhlenberg Medical Center in Plainfield.
She said that if the 396-bed facility,
which employs more than one thousand employees and is used by
Fanwood residents, does close as expected, “the plan is to keep the emerCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PLAY BALL...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association hold a well-attended season opening at Booth Field
last Saturday. The kids, parents, coaches and mayors were all on-hand to play ball.

Malool, Glover to Run for Mayor;
Samuel, DePaola Vie for Council
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican
Councilwoman Nancy Malool and
Democratic Councilman Kevin
Glover will face each other in the
November mayoral election while
Democratic Party Chairman Richard
Samuel and Republican Mary
DePaola will vie for a seat on the
township council in an election that
will determine control of the fivemember governing body, which is

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and Councilman Bruce
Walsh this week said the new $5 daily
fee to park at the borough’s train
station is the same rate for all commuters and, thus, is not unfair to
Scotch Plains residents.
The officials on Friday responded
to Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks’
comments, as reported in last week’s
issue of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, that Scotch Plains residents
are charged a higher rate than
Fanwoodians. Flyers were posted in
Scotch Plains’ downtown by an individual seeking a boycott of Fanwood’s
business district over the issue.
“There was an implication put out
that somehow this was discriminatory to the people in Scotch Plains,”
Mr. Walsh said.
“It was erroneous information that
got out to start with and then I think it
just sort of mushroomed into comments that were made at the [Scotch
Plains] council meeting,” Mayor Mahr
added.
Mr. Walsh said he believes there is
confusion over the daily rate, which
was raised from $3.25, the first rate
hike in seven years, and the $504 cost
for an annual permit for non-Fanwood
residents. There are 103 daily parking spots at the train station’s
southside lot. The annual permit fee
for Fanwood residents is $240.
Surrounding towns charge more
for out-of-towners, the officials said.
Cranford charges $780, Berkeley
Heights, $625, and New Providence,
$1,560, for an annual parking permit.
Mr. Walsh said Westfield does not
sell commuter-parking permits to
non-residents.
“Because of the current budget crisis that we find ourselves in, we had
to look at all of our sources of revenue; see whether or not we were
maximizing what we could,” he said.
The councilman said a study of

than seven years. In 2003, she received her law degree and opened her
practice in Scotch Plains.
She told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times she has three goals,
including “a continuation of responsible budgeting” while “keeping tax
increases as low as possible while
still providing the services that people
expect.” She also hopes to improve
the downtown business district via
the establishment of a Special Improvement District. And Mrs. Malool

SCOTCH PLAINS MUNICIPAL CANDIDATES...Council incumbents Nancy Malool (R) and Kevin Glover (D) filed at the
deadline Monday to seek the office of mayor in the November Election. Richard Samuel (D) and Mary DePaola (R) will face
off for the open council seat. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs. Malool, Mr. Glover, Mr. Samuel and Mrs. DePaola.

Mahr, Walsh: Daily Rate at
Train Station is Same for All
By PAUL J. PEYTON

now controlled by three Republicans.
Mrs. Malool and Mr. Glover are
seeking to succeed Republican Martin Marks, who has served as mayor
since January 2000, and is currently
running for the Republican nomination for U.S. Congress from the 7th
District. Mr. Samuel and Mrs.
DePaola are vying for the council
seat held by Republican Paulette
Coronato, who is finishing her second four-year term this year.
Mrs. Malool was appointed to the

other county towns showed that
Fanwood “was well below everyone
else” for daily parking fees. Mayor
Mahr said Summit charges $9, while
Westfield’s daily fee is $5.
“So we were required to bring up
our revenue to at least what everyone
else is charging and that’s what we
did,” Mr. Walsh said.
“There’s no targeting of Scotch
Plains,” Mayor Mahr said.
Mayor Mahr said Fanwood “does
not have many pots of revenue,” adding that, “Scotch Plains is three times
the size of Fanwood.” She said that 30
percent of the daily parking rate increase goes to New Jersey Transit,
which owns part of the train station
property.
She noted that the two towns share
a number of services, such as public
works, recreation and technology, and
are talking about merging their libraries and having a shared public
works garage to store equipment, and
are initiating a Reverse 911 system.
“This [parking fees] is something
that we feel we have a right to
control…and we are sensitive to the
fact that Scotch Plains residents feel
that maybe they are shut out to getting permits,” Mayor Mahr said. “But
I think that Scotch Plains needs to
understand where our responsibilities first lie for our residents when it
comes to looking at our revenue
sources and looking at how we operate things that belong to us in the
town.”
Mr. Walsh said Fanwood does not
expect Scotch Plains to “give up revenue to Fanwood residents.” He noted
that the Scotch Hills Golf Course,
operated by Scotch Plains, charges
more to Fanwood residents.
“That’s understandable, we think,”
Mr. Walsh said.
The councilman said he feels Mayor
Marks’ comments “seemed calculated
to shed more heat than light on this
situation.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

council in 2002 before winning fouryear terms later that year and in 2006.
Prior to joining the council, she was
chief legislative aide to the late Assemblyman Alan Augustine for more

said she is seeking “a kinder, gentler
township council.” She said she wants
to “try to restore civility” to the
council’s deliberations “so we can
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Passes Ordinances
Increasing Myriad of Fees
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council, Tuesday, approved ordinances that raise fees on various
permits and licenses, and also introduced an ordinance to revise construction permit fees.
The council passed an ordinance
revising the inspection fees for restaurants, catering facilities and other
retail food establishments. Councilwoman Paulette Coronato said these
fees have not been increased in many
years.
Another ordinance increases fees
for non-residential swimming pools.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
the new fee structure applies to publicly accessible pools such as those at
the YMCA, Robert Wood Johnson
Fitness and Wellness Center and condominium complexes.
The council also introduced an or-

dinance to amend the Uniform Construction Code so that construction
permit fees can be increased. The
public hearing will be held on April
22.
In other business, the council passed
an ordinance adjusting the rates for
“extra-duty police assignments,” in
which township police assist with
traffic control at construction sites
and security at events. The contractor
or event organizer pays the police in
these instances, Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss said.
Mrs. Malool announced that the
first of multiple meetings to discuss
an ordinance establishing a Special
Improvement District (SID) in the
downtown business district and along
Route 22 would be held next Tuesday.
She said Edward McManimon, who
was hired as a consultant, would be
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FANWOOD COUNCIL...Incumbent councilwoman Joan Wheeler (D), Russell
Huegel (D), Joel Stroz (R) and Robert Manduca (R) have filed to run for the two
Fanwood Council seats in November’s Election. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs.
Wheeler, Mr. Huegel and Mr. Stroz. A photo of Mr. Manduca was not available.

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 18
Community ... 6-8

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 8, 9, 17
Sports ............ 11-16

Real Estate .... 11-18
Classifieds .... 19
A&E .............. 20-22

Page 10

Thursday, April 10, 2008

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Family Convicted for Bilking
WF Man, 88, of Savings

SCHOOL BUDGET PLAYERS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
members relax April 2 after taking questions from the Brunner Elementary School
PTA on the school budget. Pictured, left to right, are: Betty Anne Woerner,finance
committee member, Superintendent Margaret Hayes and Donald Parisi, finance
committee chairman, with Brunner parents Michele Barcia and Susan Rash.

School Tax Vote
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tures of $15,865,990.
Voters will decide which two of the
three candidates should fill open seats
on the Mountainside Board of Education (BOE). Lauren Emblad, the
daughter of current board member
Carmine Venes; Cathy Jakositz; and
Carolyn Williams are vying for the
two seats. Incumbents John Perrin,
BOE president, and Scot Worswick
are not seeking re-election.
Ms. Emblad was raised in
Mountainside and attended both
Beechwood and Deerfield schools.
In 1988, she graduated from
Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield, where high school students living in Mountainside were
routed at that time. She has a
bachelor’s degree in psychology
with a minor in public administration and a master’s degree in behavioral and organizational psychology, both from Kean University.
She is certified in student personnel
services, kindergarten to grade 8
elementary teaching, and as a substance awareness coordinator.
Ms. Jakositz works part-time as a
special education teacher. She grew
up in Union where she attended Catholic school and later graduated from
Union High School in 1983. She has
a bachelor’s degree in teacher of the
handicapped, a master’s degree in
administration and supervision from
Kean University and graduate degrees
in school counseling and as a Learning Disability Teacher Consultant
(LDTC), qualifying her to work on a
child study team.
Current Mountainside PTA president, Ms. Williams, was raised in
Portland, Ore. and is originally from
Syracuse, N.Y. She graduated in 1980
from high school in Beaverton, Ore.
and attended the University of Oregon, Portland State and Miracosta
College in San Diego, Calif. She
studied early elementary education
and worked in a pre-school in San
Diego.
In Garwood, residents will vote on
a proposed $6,588,420 school tax levy
in support of an $8,256,284 budget. If
approved, taxes would increase $126
on a home assessed at $100,000. The
tax levy is up 4 percent over last year.
In terms of seats on the Garwood
BOE, incumbent Christine Guerriero
and former BOE member Linda
Koenig are unopposed for two of the
three seats up this year. Officials said
if no write-in candidate emerges for
the third slot, the BOE would advertise for the vacancy and interview
candidates to fill the opening.
Ms. Guerriero is seeking her second consecutive term. She previously
served on the board from 1990 to
1993, and was re-elected in 2005.
She is currently vice president of the

See more Information at
timesnj.com

BOE. Ms. Guerriero holds a
bachelor’s degree in nursing from
Seton Hall University and is a nurse
at Somerville High School.
Ms. Koenig, a freelance writer,
previously served on the BOE from
1992 to 2001 and 200 to 2007. She
also served on the Clark school board.
She is a graduate of Union County
College and has a bachelor’s and
master’s degree in English from
Rutgers University.
Cranford residents will vote on a
tax levy of $42,965,510, which school
officials said is 3.34 percent over last
year. A homeowner with an assessment of $180,933 would pay $154.67
in school taxes. The total spending
plan for 2008-2009 is $51,808,533,
an increase of 3.99 percent over 20072008.
Running uncontested for re-election to the Cranford board of education, among the nine board members,
are JoAnn Boyle, Jill Brown and
Michael Caulfield.
Polls are open from 2 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, except in Westfield, where
they are open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

FW Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gency room,” maintain hospital records
and keep the nursing program. Other
functions would likely be shifted to
JFK Medical Center in Edison.
Councilman David Valian reported
that, after a series of meetings with the
Fanwood Youth Organization, Mayor
Mahr and Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky, as well as Scotch Plains
and school board officials, youth sports
practice and game schedules for the
spring have been “tightened up” in
order to create more field space.
Mr. Valian said that there are more
teams and players wanting places to
practice and play than there are available facilities.

Train Station
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He said Mayor Marks’ decision “to
speak from his pulpit in a public forum, rather than allowing the members of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
shared services] committee to take it
up, has made it more difficult for us to
accomplish our purposes without
making it seem as if he has backed us
into a corner and forced our hand.”
Mayor Mahr said the attempted
boycott “did not have any legs.” Mr.
Walsh, who did not name the individual responsible for the boycott
push, said the person, in a letter to
Fanwood officials, has called for the
elimination of the borough.
“At the end of the day, we are not
out of line with any other stop along
the Raritan Valley line for either a
monthly, annual or daily [fee],” Mayor
Mahr said.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THE FIRST PITCH...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr share duties in throwing out the first pitch Saturday during the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association league opening.

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.
NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

ELIZABETH – Richard Garcia,
26, and his mother, Janet Garcia, 53,
have been sentenced by State Superior Court Judge Stuart Peim to three
years in state prison each for bilking
an elderly Westfield man out of his
life savings. They also made restitution of $120,000 prior to the sentencing, according to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. Lucia Heinz, 23,
Richard Garcia’s girlfriend, will be
sentenced on Friday, April 18.
The defendants all reside on
Pennington Street in Elizabeth. Janet
Garcia pled guilty to conspiracy to
commit theft. Richard Garcia and
Lucia Heinz, pled guilty to two counts
of theft while Janet Garcia’s daughter, Jacqueline Garcia, was also implicated in the crimes. She will have
to forfeit her position as a dispatcher
for the Elizabeth Fire Department
and will be barred from public employment for life.
Stephen Bogart, 89, was a customer of Richard Garcia, who is a
barber and the current owner of Jersey Cutz Barber Shop on South Avenue in Westfield. In the spring of
2006, authorities said Richard Garcia
befriended Mr. Bogart and offered to
run errands for him. Assistant Pros-

ecutor Anne Rubin said Mr. Garcia
took advantage of Mr. Bogart’s failing eye sight by offering to pay Mr.
Bogart’s bills. But, in reality, Richard
Garcia wrote the checks out to himself, his mother and to cash.
Janet Garcia had Mr. Bogart give
her power of attorney over his affairs
and proceeded to transfer $225,000
to Richard Garcia’s account and
$11,000 to her own.
Authorities said the thefts came to
light in February 2007 when Helen
Rentoulis, the owner of Vicki’s Diner
in Westfield, noticed that Mr. Bogart
had stopped coming into the diner for
his customary two meals a day. She
also recalled that Mr. Bogart had told
her that Richard Garcia was helping
him with his bills. Ms. Rentoulis then
called the Westfield Police Department.
A search warrant of the Garcias
home turned up bank documents belonging to the Garcias and to Mr.
Bogart, as well as Mr. Bogart’s wallet
and jewelry, authorities said. A legal
guardian was appointed for Mr.
Bogart as a result of the investigation.
Mr. Bogart is a lifelong resident of
Westfield and once served as the
town’s tax collector.

Scotch Plains
Mayor and Council Race
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

get back to the job we’re put there to
do.”
Mr. Glover, who is in the second
year of his first term on the council,
was a senior vice president at
Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette and a
corporate vice president at Drexel
Burnham Lambert and currently operates a facilities consulting firm. He
told The Times he is running for mayor
because he believes, “Scotch Plains
is a wonderful town to live in and I
want to help us all move through the
difficult times we are facing.” Mr.
Glover said the municipal portion of
property taxes “are going up at too
fast a rate. I believe we can do better.”
Mrs. DePaola, who is making her
first run for elective office, was appointed to the zoning board of adjustment at the beginning of the year after
having served on several local committees including the cultural arts,
mayor’s gala and Scotch Plains Day
committees. Married with six children, Mrs. DePaola, who moved here
12 years ago, told The Times she felt
“really happy to have found a town
like Scotch Plains,” and was seeking
election in order “to give back to the
town.”
Mr. Samuel has been party chairman since the 2006 municipal elections and has been a sharp critic of the
Republicans on the township council, in particular Mayor Marks and
Township Manager Thomas Atkins.
Mr. Samuel’s wife, Geri, served a
four-year term on the council from

1999-2003 and was appointed mayor
for 1999. He told The Times he is
running “because I am committed to
the future of Scotch Plains. We must
provide services for the young, the
old and everyone in between without
taxing people out of their houses.”
The November election could result in a number of interesting scenarios regarding the make-up of the
council. No matter who is elected
mayor, it will set up a special election
next year because the next mayor —
be it Mrs. Malool or Mr. Glover —
will vacate their council seat to fill
the mayoral slot. Their vacant council seat will then be filled by an interim appointee named by their political party, and that appointee will
serve until a special election in November 2009 to fill out what will be,
at that time, the remaining one year of
their term, which expires at the end of
2010.
If the Democrats win either the
mayoral or council race, they will
take control of the governing body in
2009. A double win by the Democrats
would give the party a 4-to-1 margin,
given that a Democrat would be
named to the seat vacated by Mr.
Glover. If the Republicans win both
elections, they will keep their 3-2
majority. A split vote in which Mrs.
Malool wins the mayoral election and
Mr. Samuel wins the council seat,
would mean Mrs. Malool, as mayor,
would preside over a council controlled by Democrats.

SPOT SNARED...Spot, the three-foot -ong alligator, was captured last Thursday
in Plainfield during State Police and Plainfield Police raids to arrest 91 street
thugs. Also seized were $18,000 in cash, a dozen handguns, bulletproof vests, a
stun gun, heroin, cocaine and marijuana.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, April 1, a resident of the 200
block of Livingston Street reported that
two of the tires on his motor vehicle were
punctured while the vehicle was parked
in his driveway.
Wednesday, April 2, Anabela M.
Ferreira, 23, of Union was arrested on a
Scotch Plains traffic warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
North Scotch Plains Avenue. She was
transported to Westfield police headquarters, processed and released after posting
$81 bail.
Thursday, April 3, Hamood Rashid,
27, of New York City was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield traffic warrant. Rashid was released after posting $130 bail.
Thursday, April 3, an attempt was made
to pass a bad check at a bank on the 500
block of North Avenue, East. The individual who tried to pass the check was
described as a white male, approximately
25 years old, five feet, eight inches tall
and wearing a wool cap and thick rimmed
glasses.
Friday, April 4, James Griffin, 34, of
Linden was arrested during a motor vehicle stop at the intersection of South and
Central Avenues on multiple outstanding
fugitive warrants.
He was turned over to the Plainfield
Police Department in lieu of a criminal
warrant in the amount of $7,456. Griffin
also had traffic warrants outstanding from
East Brunswick, for $630; Elizabeth, for
$580, and Watchung, for $500.
Scotch Plains
Friday, April 4, a resident of Warren
Street reported that someone broke the
side view mirror on his motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of his house.
Friday, April 4, Brian Tinsley, 24, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.
Friday, April 4, a resident of Tussell
Lane reported that someone used his credit
card without authorization to order approximately $700 worth of items.
Friday, April 4, a resident of Scotch
Plains reported that someone removed a
lawn ornament from her front yard that
was valued at approximately $600.

Saturday, April 5, Eric Henricks, 26, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
hindering apprehension after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, Henricks attempted
to give officers a false name. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released after posting bail, police said.
Saturday, April 5, Michael McCrea,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with burglary after officers responded to
a report of a suspicious male seen breaking into a parked motor vehicle. According to police, McCrea was transported to
police headquarters where he was processed and released after posting bail.
Mountainside
Wednesday, April 2, Daniel W.
Gorczyca, 44, of Mountainside was arrested at the Somerset County Sheriff’s
Office on an outstanding warrant.
Thursday, April 3, Charles W. Thomas, 53, of Rahway was arrested at the
Rahway Police Department on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $915.
Thursday, April 3, at 7:57 p.m., a patron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establishment, someone smashed the driver side
window of her motor vehicle and removed a GPS, an iPod and a Hewlett
Packard laptop. The value of the window
and the items is approximately $2,350,
police said.
Thursday, April 3, at 9:55 p.m., a patron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establishment, someone smashed the driver side
rear window of her motor vehicle and
removed an I-Mac laptop. According to
police, the value of the computer and the
window is approximately $4,750.
Thursday, April 3, at 11:54 p.m., a
patron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establishment, someone pried open the door to her
motor vehicle and removed her insurance
card. Although there were other valuables inside the vehicle, nothing else was
removed, police said. According to police, an unidentified person was caught
on video surveillance entering the victim’s
vehicle. The incident is under investigation, authorities said.
Fanwood
Not available at press time.

Council Races Set In FW,
GW; Eight Vie for Congress
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Council races in Fanwood
and Garwood, Primary battles featuring a
seven-candidate Republican race for the
open 7th District Congressional seat and
U.S. Senate battles in both political parties topped Monday’s official filing deadline.
In Fanwood, incumbent Councilwoman
Joan Wheeler has filed for another term,
while Councilman and fellow Democrat
Bruce Walsh is not seeking reelection.
Russell Huegel has replaced him on the
Democratic ticket.
Ms. Wheeler, seeking her second threeyear term, is an associate administrator
with Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights, a Union County-run
facility. Mr. Huegel, an attorney, is secretary to the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association. He holds the
same office with the Fanwood Democratic Club.
Running for the Republicans are Joel
Stroz and Robert Manduca. Mr. Stroz, an
attorney, ran last year for council, missing a council seat by 22 votes. Democrats
have a 5-1 majority on the council plus
the mayor’s office. Mr. Manduca is a vice
president with Liberty Information, an
information technology company. He
holds an economics degree from The
College of New Jersey and is an officer
with the Knights of Columbus Council in
Scotch Plains.
His wife has previously run for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Garwood Democratic incumbents William Schadewald, 3rd and Walter Tucker
are not seeking reelection. Running on
the Democratic ticket are Jonathan Linken
and Louis Petruzzelli. Democrats hold
the mayor’s office and have a 5-1 majority on the borough council.
Mr. Linken, a graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, holds a
history degree from Rutgers University
and is a bond analyst for Prudential Financial. His wife is a teacher in Garwood.
His running mate, Mr. Petruzzelli, is a
graduate of Union High School and also
attended the Union County VocationalTechnical Schools in Scotch Plains. A
state licensed electrical contractor, Mr.
Petruzzelli an electrical contracting business and is a member of the Garwood
Planning Board.
They will face Republicans Timothy
Hak and Patricia Quattrocchi. Mr. Hak
runs Horan Lumber and Coal in Cranford,
which has been in his family for more
than 60 years. Mr. Hak is a graduate of
Cranford High School and received an
associate’s degree from Union County
College. He is a past president of the
Garwood Lions Club.

Ms. Quattrocchi has run the past four
years for Union County freeholder. She is
a graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High
School and the Taylor Business Institute
and is employed by Sherbrooke Associates, an executive search firm in Clark.
In Mountainside, incumbents Keith
Turner and Paul Mirabelli have filed for
reelection to the borough council. Mr.
Turner, who is seeking his fifth, four-year
term, owns a dental laboratory business.
Mr. Mirabelli, an attorney, is seeking his
fourth term.
The Republican Primary race in the 7th
Congressional District features State
Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington), Kate Whitman, the daughter of former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman; Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks; former Summit City Council President Kelly Hatfield, Tom Roughneen of
Watchung, a former assistant prosecutor
and Iraq War veteran; A.D. Amar of
Warren, a professor at Seton Hall University, and Darren Young of Summit, who
is running on the same ballot line with
Senate candidate Murray Sabrin.
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood is running as the Democrat for
the 7th Congressional District seat.
In the U.S. Senate race, four-term incumbent Frank Lautenberg faces a Primary challenge from Rep. Rob Andrews
(D-1st, Haddon Heights) and Morristown
Mayor Donald Cresitello in the Democratic Primary.
The GOP race includes state Senator
Joseph Pennacchio (LD-26, Pine Brook),
former Goya Foods executive Andrew
Unanue of Colonia and Mr. Sabrin of Fort
Lee, a Ramapo College professor.
Also filing Monday were 14 candidates for county freeholder. Incumbent
Democrats Angel Estrada of Elizabeth,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward
of Linden face opposition in the June
Primary from Carmen Southward of Linden and Carlos Cedeno and Marlene
Abitanto, both of Elizabeth and running
under the banner “Democratic Change
for Elizabeth.” Also running are Armando
Burgos of Elizabeth, under “The Time is
Now” ballot slogan, and Diane Murray of
Hillside, running under the “Insure Your
Future” name.
Running under the Union County GOP
organization line are Roselle Park Councilman Michael Yakubov, Westfield resident and Dept. of Public Works employee
John Russitano and Joseph Franchino of
Berkeley Heights. Mr. Franchino owns a
landscaping and masonry business.
Krzysztof Nowak of Cranford, Dolores
Makrogiannis of Scotch Plains and Jeffrey Payer of Summit are running for
Freeholder under the “Constitutional Republicans Protecting the Liberty Platform”
slogan with Mr. Sabrin.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ANGLING AT THE PARK...State Senate President Richard Codey releases
trout into Echo Lake in Mountainside on April 3 as part of the state’s stocking of
streams and lakes prior to the opening of trout season last Saturday. All trout were
raised at the state Pequest Trout Hatchery in Warren County.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DOWNED TREE...A large tree falls on the house at 249 Munsee Way in
Westfield last Saturday morning. The fire department checks the structural
integrity of the house and looks for downed power lines. Excessive groundwater
may have contributed to the tree’s root failure.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TALKING POLITICS...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, candidate for
Congress in the Seventh District, left, talks with former Mayor Joan Papen and
Paul Malool, right, during a fundraiser in Scotch Plains Monday evening.
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Campaign Release, SP Mayor, Council

County Prisoners Now Being
Sent to East Orange General

Glover, Samuel Announce
Runs for Mayor, Council
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Councilman Kevin Glover and Richard Samuel, both Democrats, have
announced their candidacies for the
mayor of Scotch Plains and township
council, respectively.
Declaring that “we can make a positive change in people’s lives within
our community and that it begins
with new leadership,” Mr. Glover
pledged he would remain focused on
“fiscal responsibility” and addressing the needs of all our citizens.
“These are difficult times, and our
township and nation faces difficult
challenges. As the council liaison to
the Senior Citizen Committee, I spoke
directly to active seniors who also
want control of our ever-increasing
taxes and a government who supports
their needs. Our municipal government needs to change by charting a
new course from the business-as-usual
management style that has resulted in
ever-increasing spending over the past
10 years, producing an increase of
approximately 45 percent on the
municipal portion of our property
taxes,” Mr. Glover said.
Mr. Samuel, a longtime Scotch
Plains resident and chairman of the
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee, said he is “advocate of open,
transparent and approachable government.” He has been president of
both the JCC and Jewish Federation,
is active in the Scotch Plains–
Fanwood chapter of UNICO National
and presently serves as its attorney.
Mr. Samuel is also a longtime member of Congregation Beth Israel of
Scotch Plains.
An attorney, he said he has “donated his legal skills and talents to

bishing the kitchen. During the construction, inmates’ meals will come
from the Essex County Corrections
Department. In addition, showers at
the Union County jail will be renovated.
In other business, County Manager
George Devanney announced that he
visited with Congressional members
in Washington, D.C., to seek $1.5
million in federal grants for the
county’s Route 22 pedestrian shuttle
that was initiated last October.
He said $500,000 is being sought
to construct bus shelters along the
Union-Springfield route used for the
shuttle buses. Another $ 1 million is
being requested for sidewalks along
both the eastbound and westbound
sides of Route 22 for passengers using the shuttle.
“It has been a very positive program for the county,” said Al Faella,
director of parks and community renewal.
The board of chosen freeholders
will vote tonight to accept a
$102,495 Job Access Reverse Commute grant from New Jersey Transit
to help fund the program. An equal
match by the county is required to
receive the funding. Mr. Guzzo said
the state’s Department of Transportation would provide an additional
$280,000.
Mr. Guzzo said the county now has
funding in place to continue the pilot
program “at least through the end of
the year.” He said the program averages 175 passengers daily.
“I’m glad we have been able to get
some money. I think it has been a
success so far,” Mr. Guzzo said.
When asked if the county wanted
to make the program permanent, Mr.
Devanney responded, “Absolutely.”

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

advocate issues of public interest.”
Both Mr. Glover and Mr. Samuel
pledged to serve “the interests of all the
citizens of the township, beginning with
stabilizing our municipal taxes.”

Stender Amasses Over
$1 Million War Chest
Democrat Linda Stender, a candidate for Congress in New Jersey’s 7th
District, has announced she has raised
nearly $1,040,000 for the cycle and
$430,000 in the first quarter of 2008.
As of March 31, Mrs. Stender, a state
assemblywoman in the 22nd legislative district, had $840,000 cash on
hand.
“I’m proud to have received such
overwhelming support for our campaign for change,” Mrs. Stender said.
“The people of New Jersey’s 7th District have sent a message that they’re
tired of the failed policies of the Bush
Administration and want real, lasting
change. In Congress, I’ll work to move
our country forward and back on the
right track. This election is about
creating more good-paying jobs and
stabilizing our economy; bringing our
troops home from Iraq and demanding timetables for withdrawal within
a year; providing every American
access to quality, affordable
healthcare and developing a real national energy policy that ends our
dependence on foreign oil and brings
down gas prices.
“It’s because of those issues — real
issues that matter to real people here
in New Jersey — that I remain focused on securing the resources and
building the organization needed to
win in November.”

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

LET THE CAMPAIGN BEGIN…Scotch Plains Democrats gather for the announcement of the their mayoral candidate, Councilman Kevin Glover, center, and
council candidate, Richard Samuel, the party’s chairman, right of Mr. Glover.

Green Calls for Resignation
Of Muhlenberg Chairman
PLAINFIELD – State Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield)
has called for the immediate resignation of Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center Board of Directors Chairman Ronald West, citing the
chairman’s “unwillingness” to work
with elected officials and members of
the public in ongoing efforts to keep
the hospital open.
“Chairman West’s indifferent attitude towards the health and wellbeing
of Muhlenberg Regional and the
people it serves, and his continued
refusal to be an active part of community discussions to save the hospital,
leave no other alternative than to ask
for his immediate resignation,” Mr.
Green said.
Mr. Green sent a letter requesting
Mr. West’s resignation to John
McGee, president and CEO of Solaris
Health System, Muhlenberg
Regional’s parent company. In the
letter, Mr. Green cited Mr. West’s
“repeated non-involvement” as one
of the primary reasons for his removal.
“We held rallies, we created a community task force, we did everything
we could think of to show our sincere
interest in saving the hospital,” Mr.
Green said. “Yet, despite our continuing efforts, Mr. West never once
met with us to allay public concerns
or explain the hospital’s position to
the public.”
According to a press release from
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Mr. Green, “this lack of involvement
helped to spread distrust and misinformation throughout the communities that Muhlenberg Regional
serves.” To counter this, the Assemblyman contended that a member of
the public, “who has been invested in
the preservation of the hospital needs
to be appointed.”
“The public needs someone they
can trust, someone they know will
fight for their best interests,” Mr.
Green said.
To that end, Mr. Green has suggested replacing Mr. West with both
Plainfield Mayor Sharon RobinsonBriggs and Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, mayor of the Borough of
Fanwood.
“Both women are active participants in the fight to save the hospital
and are vocal members of the public
task force [Mr. Green] created in February to monitor Muhlenberg Regional, to ensure that essential
healthcare services continue to be
met,” according to the press release.
Muhlenberg is a 396-bed, acute-care
facility that provides inpatient and outpatient services in all major medical
specialties. Plainfield’s largest employer, the hospital retains a staff of
more than 1,100 employees, 350 affiliated physicians and more than 600
auxiliary staffers and volunteers.
Due to continued operating deficits,
Solaris attempted to sell Muhlenberg
Regional in November 2007. In February, after four months “and no serious offers,” the press release stated,
Solaris announced that it would be
downsizing the hospital, starting with
its acute-care facility.
In March, Muhlenberg officials filed
for closure with the state Department
of Health and Senior Services.
“Residents of the greater Plainfield
area need to know someone is fighting for them to keep Muhlenberg
Regional open,” Mr. Green said. “I
am confident that with new leadership, we can find a way to keep the
hospital open to patients.”

ELIZABETH — Prisoners at the
Union County jail in Elizabeth are
now being sent to East Orange General Hospital for non-emergency
medical care, as a part of the county
jail’s cost-reduction initiative, Director of Corrections Brian Riordan told
the board of chosen freeholders last
Thursday.
Mr. Riordan, who replaced acting
Director Gary Hilton in February, has
been looking to reduce overall costs
such as overtime and medical expenditures. He said inmates were previously treated at Trinitas Hospital, just
down the street from the jail. The
county incurred a daily cost of $1,000
per inmate because the hospital did
not have a secure floor dedicated to
prisoners. Mr. Riordan said East Orange General has such an arrangement with the Essex County Department of Corrections for its county
jail.
Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the cost would drop to
$350 per day, per inmate to treat
prisoners at East Orange General.
The hospital can hold up to 15 Union
County inmates at a time.
Essex County assumes custody of
the inmates from the Union County
jail while they are being treated at
East Orange General, he said, and
transfers custody back to Union
County when they are picked up to
return to the Union County jail.
“It’s working out well so far,” Mr.
Riordan said.
Union County inmates will still be
treated at Trinitas for emergencies.
The jail director said the county
lockup would soon undergo “major
construction projects” such as refur-

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Kate Whitman Takes Part
In First Tele-Town Meeting
Kate Whitman, Republican candidate for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th Congressional District, discussed
her “6 Point Plan” during a districtwide “Tele-Town Hall meeting” last
week.
Ms. Whitman opened the meeting
by sharing her plans for “lowering
taxes, ending wasteful government
‘earmark’ spending and requiring
100-percent transparency and accountability from our elected officials.
“When I get to Congress, priority
number one will be to put taxpayers,
families and seniors first,” she said.
Over the course of one hour, approximately 4,000 taxpayers joined
the candidate via phone, asking questions on issues of importance to them,
including, “out-of-control taxes, ille-

gal immigration, energy independence and the Iraq War.” Ms. Whitman
spent an hour talking about her plans
and solutions, including “a balancedbudget amendment, eliminating the
death tax, building the [border] fence
and fully funding our troops.”
She also talked about “100 percent
guaranteed Social Security benefits
and providing affordable healthcare
for all our families.”
As the meeting drew to a close, Ms.
Whitman said, “I want to thank all of
you for joining me tonight. The future of our country is too important to
not discuss these critical issues, and I
greatly appreciate your time and
thoughts. I invite you to join my efforts to return fiscal restraint and conservatism to Congress and put you,
the taxpayers, first.”
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Experience
35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com
Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our customers
for over 20 years, come visit us and see
how easy mattress shopping can be!”
Rick Shovlin and Ron Shovlin.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.
•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior
Mattress, manufactured locally.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.
•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

MAYOR OF THE YEAR…Master of Ceremonies Eric Segal of Security Business
Solutions, left, and Brian Ziemba of TD Commerce Bank present Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr with the Gateway Chamber of Commerce’s Mayor of the
Year award at dinner meeting.

Gateway Chamber Names
Colleen Mahr Mayor of Year
ELIZABETH – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr was named Mayor of
the Year at the Gateway Regional
Chamber of Commerce’s 19th Annual
Mayors’ Dinner, held March 31 at the
Newark Airport Hotel in Elizabeth.
Other award winners were: Union
Fire Chief Frederic Fretz, Public Safety
Official of the Year; Scotch Plains
Town Manager Tom Atkins, Business
Administrator of the Year; Elizabeth
Superintendent of Schools Pablo
Munoz, School Superintendent of the
Year; and Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso, Best Speaker of the Night.
More than 450 guests attended the
dinner, including representation of
all 21 Union County municipalities.
“Business and community go hand
in hand, particularly on the local and
regional level,” Gateway President
James Coyle said. “The business community cannot thrive without support
from the local government, and every

town or city relies on local business to
both provide an economic foundation and a sense of community.
“The success of the mayors’ dinner
each year is a reflection of the mutual
respect each of these constituencies
holds for one another. Plus, it’s a lot
of fun.”
The evening features each Union
County mayor speaking about the
achievements of his or her municipality and expectations for the coming year.
“The creativity and positive energy
our speakers display each year is quite
refreshing,” Mr. Coyle said. “The
mayors are able to step away from
politics for one evening and proudly
extol the virtues of their communities, while also trying to one-up each
other to win the prize of best speaker.”
The dinner’s keynote speaker was
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada.

Medical Reserve Corps
Receives Psych. Training
ELIZABETH – More than 40 members of the Union County Medical
Reserve Corps have received training
in the specialized field of psychological first aid. The training provides an
overview of the psychological impact of a disaster on survivors, disaster responders and their families.
The Corps is a community-based,
volunteer organization that is prepared
to assist local health agencies during
public health emergencies. It includes
medical and non-medical personnel
such as nurses, pharmacists, dentists,
veterinarians, interpreters, chaplains,

office workers and legal advisors. Volunteers are provided with training to
qualify them as members.
The psychological first-aid training session, conducted in March, was
taught by Margaret Pipchick, a Medical Reserve Corps volunteer, is an
advanced-practice psychiatric nurse,
a licensed marriage and family therapist. She participated with the Red
Cross in the World Trade Center disaster and was deployed to Texas
during Hurricane Rita. For more information, contact Ella Shaykevich
at (908) 518-5620 or mrc@ucnj.org.

Corzine Threatened Lawsuit
Over Congestion-Pricing Plan
New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine
had threatened to sue New York City
over Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s proposed congestion-pricing plan, according to The Record of Bergen County.
The New York City Council approved
the plan for an $8 fee on motorists
driving below 60th Street. Earlier in the
week, the proposal died in the New
York State Legislature without a vote.
“I will only support a congestionpricing plan that is fair to New Jersey
commuters, and this plan is not,” Mr.
Corzine had said in a statement. Mayor
Bloomberg called the Governor’s
threat a “double-standard.”
“We don’t understand why it’s okay
for the New Jersey Governor to hike
tolls on New York cars on the Turnpike
and Parkway to balance his state’s
budget, but New York can’t raise revenue dedicated expressly for masstransit improvements for commuters
across the region,” said John Gallagher,
a spokesman for Mayor Bloomberg.
HUD Secretary Quits Amid
Questions on Housing Pacts
HUD (Housing and Urban Development) Secretary Alphonso Jackson, last week, announced his resignation after four years. His resignation is effective April 18.
Bloomberg News Service reported
that Mr. Jackson was under fire for not
answering questions on accusations that
he directed his staff to steer housing
contracts to his political allies. U.S.
Senator Chris Dodd (D - Conn.) had
asked for Mr. Jackson’s resignation,
saying the secretary was “unfit to serve”
during a national housing crisis.
Andrews Challenges
Lautenberg in Primary
Rep. Rob Andrews (D-1st, Mount
Laurel) is challenging U.S. Senator
Frank Lautenberg in the June Democratic Primary.
Rep. Andrews has won the backing of
State Senators Ray Lesniak (LD-20,
Union) and Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden) and Assembly Speaker Joseph
Roberts (LD-5, Camden), all Democrats. His wife, Camille Andrews, is
one of four candidates who have filed
for his House seat. Tom Byrne, son of
former Governor Brendan Bryne, has
opted not to seek the Senate seat.
Berk. Hts. Names Acting
Administrator to Fill Vacancy
The Berkeley Heights governing
body has named former Florham
Park Administrator Jack Conway as
acting administrator for the township. Mayor David Cohen’s choice
for the position was dismissed after
council members voted down the
appointment at their reorganization

meeting in January. Former administrator Angie Devanney, wife of
Union County Manager George
Devanney, resigned to start own her
consulting business.
Lance Beats Whitman to Win
Somerset County GOP Line
State Senator Leonard Lance (LD23, Flemington) edged Kate
Whitman, daughter of former Governor Christine Whitman, to win the
Somerset County Republican Convention last Thursday night in the
GOP nomination race to replace the
retiring Rep. Mike Ferguson (R, 7thNew Providence), The Star Ledger
reported.
Mr. Lance, thus, will run on the
organization lines in Somerset and
Hunterdon Counties in June. Ms.
Whitman has won the Middlesex
County line, while former Summit
Council President Kelly Hatfield won
the Union County line.
Dean Wants Super Delegates
To Pick A Pres. Candidate
Howard Dean, head of the Democratic National Committee, has said
he wants all of the party’s super delegates to officially support one of the
two candidates for President, Senators Barack Obama of Illinois or
Hillary Clinton of New York, once
the final primary is over in June.

Bronze Star Medal Awarded
To 2001 SPFHS Grad Dobis
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Stags Leap, Napa Valley
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Sauvignon 2003

•CABERNET
•MERLOT

12
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•CHARDONNAY
•ZINFANDEL
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SAUVIGNON
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*Offer valid 3/15/08 - 6/30/08.
Subject to credit approval.
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required. See your participating
dealer for rates and other terms.
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APPLY TODAY!

•BRUT
•EXTRA DRY •BRUT ROSE
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ML

750
ML

PROSECCO

SAUVIGNON BLANC

7

Our Kosher for Passover
Wine Selections
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ML
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$
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Kosher Wine

INCLUDING BARON HERZOG, YARDEN,
MANISCHEWITZ, KEDEM AND WEINSTOCK
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ML
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PREFERRED
Line Trimmer
$89.95

Curved Edger
$99.95

Cultivator
$169.95

Bristle Brush
$259.95

Brushcutter
$79.95

STIHL – 8,000 SERVICING DEALERS NATIONWIDE
"MMQSJDFTBSF/&4431"WBJMBCMFBUQBSUJDJQBUJOHEFBMFSTª45*)-/&4

1699
1299

1.75 L

1.75 L

BOURBON

VINTNER
SELECT

OLD WORLD
CLASSICS

12

•FUMÉ BLANC

1.5 L

CHIANTI

1.5 L

Minini

999

PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 L

......
ALEXANDER VALLEY
.........
RUSSIAN RIVER
....

Cabernet

Chardonnay

9
899
99

•BURGUNDY •ROSE •RHINE

4 L BTL.

1.5 L

1.5 L

Di Lupo

Santa Marvista
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SOUR MASH
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ML
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Evan Williams
1899
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The Eardly T. Petersen Co.
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908-232-5723
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1.5 L
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Luminarc
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1.75 L BTL.

1.75 L
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FROM POLAND

Majorska
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99

1.75 L

1.75 L
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1299
99

1.75 L
1.75 L

LESS MFR.
MAIL-IN REBATE

1699

Southern
Comfort

Fransac

2599

E& J BRANDY

Pama

Pomegranate
Liqueur

25 YEAR OLD COGNAC

1999
750
ML
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1999
Ron Romero
1299

1.75 L

LIGHT OR GOLD

1.75 L

LIGHT OR DARK

1.75 L

Patron Silver 36
Jose Cuervo
GOLD OR
CLASICO WHITE

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE

99

LTD

1.75 L

1.75 L

Beer
Everyday
LOW DISCOUNTED PRICES!
Is At Our

We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

Discounts
Available On:

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 33 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ., (908) 232-8700 ShopRite (EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)
WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
Mixed
Mixed
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Apr. 9 thru
Cases
Cases
Tues., Apr. 29 , 2008. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of of
Wine of Spirits
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.
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ML

750
ML

11
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1.75 L
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1.75 L

SCOTCH
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ML
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1999

4999
899

CANADIAN
Canadian
99

Seagram’s

TEQUILA

RUM
99

1299

1.75 L BTL.

1.75 L

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE

stihlusa.com

12 PIECE SET
WINE OR
GOBLET

BRANDY/COGNAC

Sour Apple 1.75 L

SPICED RUM

Glass Set

Limit one (1) Manufacturer’s Mail-In Rebate
per household. Rebate forms & details
available in stores. Rebate expires 6/30/08.

•Giori

Sailor Jerry

2799
-1000

1799

FINAL COST
AFTER MFR.
MAIL-IN
REBATE

CORDIALS
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Bacardi

VODKA

Gin
SALE PRICE
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10
9

•PINOT NOIR . . .
•CABERNET
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6
Corbett Canyon 99
5
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2899
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9
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9
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....
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Choice!
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........

............

Limit one (1) Manufacturer’s Mail-In Rebate
per household. Rebate forms & details
available in stores. Rebate expires 6/28/08.
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•MERLOT
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REBATE
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........

BIG SIZES & BIG SAVINGS!
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..
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$
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Excludes Advertised Sale Items and In-Store Specials
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Red Label

One Powerhead.
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ML

J P Chenet

Johnnie Walker Beefeater
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ML

Kiwi Cuvee

799

ALL TYPES

37
Korbel
1099
Villa Malena
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ML
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ML
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WASABI WHITE

20% OFF

Beringer

BRUT YELLOW LABEL

8
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ML
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ML

Now & Zen

BEAUJOLAIS
VILLAGES

99

999

•Sauvignon Blanc
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MACON
VILLAGES

99

Black Swan
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9

Your
Choice!

•Chardonnay
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ML

KABINETT

750
ML
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•Merlot
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ML

Veuve
Clicquot
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11

750
ML

Champagne &
Sparkling Wines

8
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ML
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ML
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99
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ML

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE . . .

ALL TYPES

$

9

AUSLESE

699
Hardy’s Stamp 99
5

MODEL AVAILABLE

1499

WA
90

99

750
ML

Sauvignon
Blanc 2006

Zinfandel 2006

Van Müller Riesling

Oak Creek
399

• CABERNET • MERLOT
• CHARDONNAY
• SAUVIGNON BLANC

95

Spy Valley

•CHARDONNAY

99

Viña San Esteban

$

Edmeades
Estate

Chat. Ste. Michelle •SAUVIGNON
BLANC

750
ML

FINANCING
FOR 90 DAYS

Marlborough,
New Zealand

750
ML

9
99
•Chianti . . 6

90 DAYS
SAME AS
CASH*

Debit
Cards

Mendocino County,
California

3999

•PINOT GRIGIO
•ROSSO
99
750
TOSCANA .
ML

NEW!

Prices effective Wed., Apr. 9 thru
Tues. Apr. 29, 2008
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

The items
below are
on Sale!

the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

Di Lupo

FS 45 TRIMMER

VISIT OUR
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

Sunrise Cellars

MALBEC
2007 ARGENTINA

HOMEOWNERS

Store Open
Sunday

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Don Miguel
Gascon

GREAT FOR

while participating in operation “Arrowhead Ripper” in Baqubah, Iraq,
on June 17, 2007. Lt. Dobis and his
platoon came under sustained and
accurate fire from multiple positions
as they moved toward an open area
near Khatoon.
During the heavy volume of incoming fire, Lt. Dobis exposed himself in order to identify the location of
the enemy positions. While under
direct fire, he maneuvered and directed his machine gun teams into
position and, with the use of other
indirect assets, suppressed the enemy
attack.

SCOTCH PLAINS — James Dobis,
a resident of Scotch Plains and 2001
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, was recently awarded
the “Bronze Star Medal with Valor”
during ceremonies at Ft. Lewis, Wash.
The narrative to the award stated
that United States Army Lieutenant
Dobis had distinguished himself by
“conspicuous acts of valor” in the
performance of outstanding service
to the United States, as a Platoon
Leader of Alpha Company, 5/20th
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 2nd
Infantry Division. This award was
achieved for his combat leadership

Prices effective:
4/9 thru 4/29/08

COTES
DU RHONE

Are You Ready
for a STIHL?

A JOB WELL DONE…U.S. Army Lieutenant James Dobis, right, of Scotch
Plains has been awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Valor for his combat
leadership while participating in operation “Arrowhead Ripper” in Baqubah,
Iraq last June.

Johnnie Walker
BLACK LABEL
12-YEAR OLD

5499

1.75 L

Glenlivet

3399
Speyburn
2199
Clan
99
MacGregor 15

SINGLE MALT
12-YEAR OLD

750
ML

SINGLE MALT

750
ML

10-YEAR OLD

1.75 L

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®
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Which Is Better – Free Speech,
Silence or Stifled Information?
Some officials and candidates choose to express their
views by writing regularly to you in letters to the editor.
Others almost never write or they use surrogates.
Scotch Plains Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover,
who recently announced his candidacy for mayor, chooses to
write often. Scotch Plains Democratic Chairman Dick
Samuel, who announced that he will run for council, chooses
to write nearly every week. There has been some criticism
about this, but is the criticism about the frequency of their
writing or of their views and their manner of expression?
Our longstanding policy is to provide space every week in
our newspapers for local officials and candidates for office to
express their views to you. This holds true year-round. Is this
a questionable policy?
We congratulate those who do write, and we’re concerned
about others who choose not to write.
In stark contrast to candidates for mayor, council, Legislature and Congress, those seeking election to boards of
education (BOE) almost never write to you. This silence
continues when they become elected to the boards. They
leave the letter writing to PTA organizations (which we
welcome).
We congratulate Anne Riegel of the Westfield BOE for
being the only elected education official from the area to
write to you in our newspapers. See her letter on this page.
Carolyn Williams of Mountainside is the only BOE candidate from any of the local towns to have written since the
campaigns began.
During the year and the regular course of business, some
BOEs find it bothersome when the public requests information. The public is entitled to this information by law. It’s
the board’s obligation to provide it – not a favor that they
bestow.
In Mountainside BOE’s case, we requested public information concerning the budgets for the last five years
because of confusion over the numbers. A copy of the
yearly legal notice filed by them – two pages that are readily
available and simple to provide, or so we thought – was
requested. Rather than providing this, the Mountainside
public school system required us to file an official Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) request.
It’s been more than a week since, and we still haven’t been
provided the information. Information such as this is sup-

posed to be provided immediately by government when the
public requests it. Is there something wrong when compliance with a simple request can’t be made? We believe the
Mountainside community would be better served if information from the BOE to the public were free flowing – as is the
spirit, if not the letter, of the law.
It’s a treat dealing with most local governments and
boards, such as in Westfield, Garwood, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, on such matters. Cranford provided us clear and
complete information over the phone recently when our
reporter called.
So, the prolific letter writing comes from candidates and
elected officials of municipal government (not BOEs), and
occurs mostly during “silly season” – the time from Labor
Day to Election Day in November. We find this interesting
and believe it to be democracy in action; admittedly, though,
it is sometimes amusing.
The 2008 municipal election campaign in Scotch Plains
seems like it’s been going on since the beginning of 2007.
In the last 15 months, this newspaper has been provided
with letters, at the rate of almost one per week, from Mr.
Samuel and Mr. Glover. Many of their letters have been
critical of the mayor and council opponents – sometimes
critical, too, of the township staff.
We’ve been asked a few of times over the past year why
we continue to publish Mr. Samuel’s letters, being accused
of providing him with a weekly forum. Some believe the
negative tone has been destructive.
So, which is better – free speech and a clear flow of
information from government or censored speech and
being given only the information government believes to
be properly massaged?
In our view, it’s our job to publish without stifling speech
or censoring information. The public is certainly smart
enough to do the judging.
As to whether the letters from Mr. Samuel and Mr.
Glover have had positive effects on Scotch Plains, in our
view, they have been vitriolic at times. We’ll leave the final
judgment to you.
As to whether the lack of letters from members of boards
of education has been a disservice to the communities, in
our view, we think so. We’ll leave the final judgment to you,
also.

Getting the Thugs Off the Streets
Perhaps you heard the helicopters buzzing over
the area last Thursday. There was a major police
action a few miles away. We applaud the roundup of
91 street gang criminals last Thursday in Plainfield
by State Police, Plainfield police and the Union
County Prosecutors office. The police have done
their job, now it’s the court system’s turn to throw the
book at them.
The work is by no means done, and more sweeping
actions are likely in Plainfield and other towns
plagued in the county — and similarly for towns in
nearby counties. This was good police work, with
months of undercover investigation. We congratulate and thank the police officers.
Perhaps this is a start where our neighbors in
Plainfield can begin to feel safe walking their streets,
free of fear from these thugs. It’s something we take
for granted in our towns. It’s about time they have

similar freedoms and security.
Thugs come in many forms. The criminal trial of exNewark Mayor Sharpe James enters its final phase as
federal prosecutors make their closing arguments. We
smell a rat. The word on the street is he’s going to
walk; if so, it is a travesty, in our opinion, that will
further shake the confidence of the public in our
justice system. A few hundred thousand dollars for a
snappy lawyer seems to be all it takes.
Regardless of the outcome or the justice of the
matter, the lawyers always get paid. Too often, the
lawyers collect from public money – your money,
our money.
We hope we are wrong. The police and prosecutors have done their job, now it’s the court system’s
turn to throw the book at him.
They’re robbing us blind. It’s time to get all the
thugs off the street.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters
to the Editor
See more letters on pages 5 and 18
Resident Prefers ‘Professional’ Approach
Of Coronato to Democrats’ ‘Divisiveness’
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato has
finally done what the editorial staff of this
publication should have done a long time
ago. She has called the antics of Councilman Kevin Glover just that and put into
perspective how absurd his posturing on
the municipal budget has been.
For the last year and a half, this paper
has given what has essentially amounted
to a weekly column to Democratic leader
Dick Samuel and/or his one mouthpiece
on the [Scotch Plains] Township Council, Kevin Glover, so that they can spew
an unrelenting, unsubstantiated and divisive political propaganda against the
mayor, the other township council members, the municipal manager, township
employees and even township volunteers.
I have lived in Scotch Plains for 20
years and have come to expect politically
slanted comments coming from local candidates and their respective parties during
what has been called “silly season.” Historically, this occurs for just a few short
weeks prior to Election Day, and in Scotch

Plains, it is thankfully only every other
year.
By contrast, ever since Councilman
Kevin Glover took office, he and his
cohort Dick Samuel have been in constant campaign mode and have made the
public discourse surrounding our local
government as ugly as it has ever has
been. While some might commend this
publication’s policy on its interpretation
of free speech as it pertains to its letters
policy, I feel they have ignored their
responsibility to call into question the
unprecedented and inflammatory nature
of the Samuel/Glover era.
Once again, I commend the well-respected, always professional, senior member of our township council, Paulette
Coronato, for finally deciding that she
had enough of Mr. Glover and Mr.
Samuel’s weekly diatribes and irresponsible position pieces, and for coming forward to speak out strongly on the matter.
Marc Ginsberg
Scotch Plains

American Soldier in Iraq Commends
Paper on LTC Tim Whalen’s Article
[It was] great to read LTC Tim Whalen’s
accurate account in The Westfield Leader
[March 13 edition] on the war here in Iraq
and his report on the progress Coalition
Forces are making here.
When [I’m] not outside the ‘wire,’
running missions — as team leader of a
Fort Dix-based Airborne Civil Affairs
army reserve unit, helping to enable small
Iraqi farming towns and villages as they
seek to restore essential water, electricity
and education services in the face of the
improved security situation — it’s nice to
check in to your website and read this
type of story in a small-town newspaper.
My father was buried in Fairview Cemetery [in Westfield] a few days after 9/11.
My family is scattered throughout New
Jersey and Pennsylvania; [I live] in
Blairstown, up in Warren County.

I’ve forwarded a couple of photos taken
this past month, March 2008 (see page 5):
1) Standing at a school where an AQI
(Al Qaida in Iraq) RPG (rocket-propelled
grenade) found its target. Thanks to US
Army Civil Affairs, this bombed-out
school will get rebuilt in 2008 with Iraq
government funds.
2) A U.S. Infantry foot patrol through
palm groves is en route to a village assessment in an Iraq Province northeast of
Bagdad.
3) It’s amazing what a beanie baby,
crayons and a coloring book did for this
innocent five-year-old girl, who lost her
left arm in the hostilities.
Great job and continued success.
SSG Tim Henshall (WHS’78)
FOB Warhorse, Iraq

Riegel Seeks Support on April 15
For 2008-2009 Westfield School Budget
On April 15, I hope the community will
show its support for our schools by voting
for the 2008-2009 Westfield school district budget. More than ever, your vote
can help preserve the curricular and extra-curricular programs that are so important to our students and their families.
We made hard choices and numerous
reductions to present the community with
an acceptable tax increase in light of our
financial challenges. Ultimately, we cut
$840,000 from the initial proposal. We
eliminated 17 positions, postponed most
new initiatives and reduced or kept flat
almost every department/school budget.
We also contained costs by switching
health-insurance carriers, reducing energy usage and negotiating salary increases below county and state averages.
If the budget gets defeated, the town
council will make cuts. No one knows
how much the council would determine is
needed to reflect voter sentiment, but
valuable programs at all grade levels could
be lost. Since personnel costs comprise
the majority of our budget, the only way
to cut major dollar amounts is by eliminating positions.
What’s at risk? Class sizes would increase with fewer teachers. Foreign languages and electives could be cancelled,
and counselors could be reduced. Sports
teams, musicals and activities from AllCity Music to safety patrol to Model U.N.
could be eliminated. By successfully passing the budget, the community can prevent these cuts.
Last December, many residents helped
us fight Trenton to get more state aid, or
at least get our fair share. We appreciated
this support; although, we only received a

minimal increase. Unfortunately, less state
aid puts more burden on local taxpayers,
especially unwelcome in the current economic environment. Since January, we
met almost weekly to make careful decisions about spending our limited funds,
mindful of the impact on taxes.
Our priorities in developing this budget were controlling costs and retaining
the core programs that meet student needs.
Make your priority to vote “Yes” for the
budget on April 15 to preserve the programs that you and your children value in
our schools.
Anne Riegel, Finance Chair
Westfield Board of Education

Vote ‘Yes’ for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Schools
I encourage my fellow citizens to vote
on Tuesday, April 15, in support of the
proposed school budget. We Americans
are privileged to elect our Presidential
candidates this year. Voting in local elections is another hard-won right, even if it
doesn’t grab national headlines.
This budget meets the curriculum requirements, prudent fiscal management,
contractual obligations and more. It continues programs that educate more than
5,000 students of wonderfully diverse
abilities and ideas. Above all, it fits under
the state cap, despite higher utilities, insurance and other costs.
On Tuesday, April 15, between 2 and 9
p.m., please vote and support our school
budget.
Barbara Cronenberger
Scotch Plains

Voting ‘Yes’ on Budget Insures That
Quality Of Education Will Not Change
As a concerned citizen of Scotch Plains,
I am writing to urge everyone to vote in
the upcoming School Budget Election on
April 15. If you have been following the
school board budget process this year,
you will find a very non-controversial
budget.
The board and the administration have,
once again, made some tough spending
decisions and have been frugal this year.
In addition, all candidates are running in
uncontested elections.
My fear is that many people will not be

motivated to get out and vote in favor of
the budget. Remember, the budget needs
“yes” votes to pass.
We need to get up and out on April 15
between the hours of 2 and 9 pm. Take the
time to support the district budget. That is
the way to insure that the quality of our
children’s education does not change,
class sizes remain as they are, and all
programs remain intact.
Lorraine Staniec,
Scotch Plains

Wisler: A ‘Yes’ Vote for Westfield
Schools is a Vote for Safer Driving
I am writing this letter to encourage
voters to vote “Yes” for the [Westfield]
school budget on Tuesday, April 15.
This community rallied behind an important health and safety issue for all young
people, asking the BOE to put classroom
driver’s education into the high school
curriculum. Automobile accidents are the
number-one cause of death for teenagers
and are, therefore, a vital health issue.
Our board has answered the community positively and, in the fall, will offer
driver education at the high school. Residents will enjoy safer roads, and families
will find their new drivers qualify for

better insurance rates. Now, in order to
implement this program, we must vote
‘Yes’ for the budget.
Education affects everyone – from the
young child learning to read to the senior
citizen visiting a publicly educated doctor to new drivers safely following the
rules of the road. Our community benefits
when education is advanced.
Let’s drive home this important program. Join me and vote “Yes” for
Westfield schools.
Merry Wisler
Westfield

Westfield Parent Teachers Council
Asks for ‘Yes’ Vote on Tuesday

Your State Legislators
---LD-21--Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073
Asm. Eric Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22--Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark and Linden.
E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

We are writing to remind the Westfield
community of the upcoming school budget election on Tuesday, April 15, and to
ask that you take time to get out and vote.
As a district that prides itself on the
success of our schools, it is imperative
that we show our support for the budget.
We have set high standards for education
in Westfield and need to ensure that this
continues.
This year’s budget brings many challenges, mainly from the minimal 2-percent increase in state aid and the state’s
continued under-funding of pension and
special-education costs. To deal with these
challenges, the school district was able to
come up with a budget that retains core
programs, meets student needs and maintains class sizes. The board of education
did make cuts of $840,000 from the initial

2008-2009 school budget through reductions and cost-containment measures.
If the budget is defeated on April 15,
further reductions can affect class sizes at
all grade levels, fine-arts performances,
athletics, advanced placement courses,
extra-curricular activities and additional
personnel, including teachers. Voting to
support the budget protects the programs
that are so important to our students and
their families.
As parent leaders in our community,
we urge you to vote “Yes” on April 15.
Every vote counts.
Westfield Parent Teacher Council
Joann Spera, President
Cindy Morgan, V.P.
Cindy Bansky, Treasurer
Ruth Maloney Corr. Sec.
Cathy Kattak Rec. Sec.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scoria – The slag or refuse left after
the metal has been smelted from the ore
2. Olecranon – The part of the ulna
projecting beyond the elbow joint
3. Cierge – A wax candle
4. Borgat – The rock trout of California
CHYME
1. Soreness in the eyes
2. Muddy, slimy
3. A loud clanging noise
4. Partly digested food
SPOFFLE
1. To worry about small things or trifles
2. To annoy, torment or delay
3. Corn meal, mush
4. To wobble or walk in a swaying
manner
LIPHAEMIA
1. Blood deficiency
2. Alcohol poisoning
3. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
4. Yellow fever
MANAVELINS
1. In anatomy, an involuntary muscle
contraction
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. Leftovers; odds and ends
4. A dispute or skirmish

Corzine is Using Scare
Tactics, Lienhard Says
The threat to close or reduce services in
our state parks is another scare tactic from
Governor Jon Corzine. We have state
employees who are getting multiple pensions and multiple medical benefits from
jobs that require little or no work.
The Legislature, acting like Santa Claus
giving out presents, buys votes by giving
districts “Christmas Tree” spending for pet
projects. No-show jobs and no-bid contracts
are outrageous, and the list goes on and on.
For someone who claimed to be a leader
and financial expert, Gov. Corzine is a
failure. I believe the closing of state parks
is just part of a plan to scare the public, so
they will support his plan to monetize the
Garden State Parkway and NJ Turnpike,
so he can raise the tolls 800 percent and go
on a spending spree.
Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

McNamaras Thank
WF Community
Liam’s Room and the McNamara family want to thank each and every person
who came out to support the events to
benefit Liam’s Room this past weekend.
All of our expectations were exceeded by
leaps and bounds due in large part to all of
the donors, committee members, volunteers and participants.
Although Sunday at Tamaques Park was
a bit colder than expected, the turnout and
support was heartwarming. Our initial goal
was to raise $50,000 toward the creation of
the first Liam’s Room at Overlook Hospital. Thanks to the boundless generosity of
the Westfield community, we not only
reached, but also almost doubled our goal.
We are so touched by how many people
have rallied around us and the cause behind
Liam’s Room [liamsroom.org].We cannot
put into words our gratitude and appreciation. We look forward to seeing everyone at
future Liam’s Room fund raising events,
and seeing Liam’s Room become a reality.
Peter and Lisa McNamara
Westfield

County Government is
‘No Longer Relevant’
Sell the Turnpike, increase tolls, merge
small towns and close state parks? What
is going on in Trenton? Why not reduce
waste and eliminate redundant services?
County government is an archaic system that is no longer relevant. Most of the
services provided by the county are duplicated at the state or township level. Why
have town police, county police and state
police? Do we need town road departments and county road departments? Why
does the state and county both need a
prison system? The list of duplicate functions is staggering.
Impossible to achieve? Not at all. As
recently as 1960, Connecticut eliminated
county government. Throughout New
England, counties function as much as
judicial court districts do. Most government power below the state level is in the
hands of towns and cities.
This is simple cost-saving solution that
has been proven effective in New England; there is no reason why we cannot
make it work here in New Jersey.
James Neville
Springfield

A ‘Yes’ Vote Helps
Schools Run Efficiently
I would like to encourage parents, families and individuals to take a few minutes
to vote “yes” for the Scotch PlainsFanwood school budget on April 15.
I had the opportunity to see the budget
presented on April 2 and was impressed.
When faced with a difficult task to make
the budget fiscally responsible, the board
of education has maintained class sizes,
made reductions as far away from the
classroom as possible and continues to
look for ways to be smart about spending
our tax dollars. Other than maintaining
current programs this year, the only new
spending in the budget is for the purchase
of new, needed textbooks for students.
There is no other election in which
your vote matters more — or impacts you
as close to home. During the board’s
presentation, I was especially struck by
the realization that because the budget is
very much a tight one, if it should fail,
there’s nothing that can be cut that won’t
impact directly on the classroom.
Please join me (and take your kids) at
the polls on April 15 to vote “yes” to keep
our schools operating efficiently, economically and excellently.
Susan Johnson
Scotch Plains
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Ticketing to Make Up For State Aid
Cuts is Counter to Police Purpose

Letters to the Editor
Mountainside Resident Throws
Support to Carolyn Williams for BOE
All members of the Mountainside
Board of Education (BOE) get involved
in policymaking, planning, monitoring
and evaluation of their school districts.
We each have the opportunity to choose
people to represent our towns with our
personal votes on April 15.
For Mountainside, we need to set explicit priorities as a board that benefit the
school district and make sure that each
member of the board and the community
is aware of these priorities. I would recommend your vote be cast for Carolyn
Williams for the BOE. She brings to the
board a longstanding commitment to education and excellence in her activities.
Through home schooling, the Newcomers board, to volunteering and being president of the PTA for these last two years,
along with teaching Sunday school, she
demonstrates her continued passion for
working with children, community members and administrators in ways that benefit adults and children.

She has also reached out to the community, connecting with people of all generations, offering her talents with photo
preservation. Through this home-based
business and PTA involvement, she continually gains experience in balancing
budgets and juggling financial needs versus wants.
Carolyn has always demonstrated integrity and a high desire to understand all
sides of an issue. I believe she will give
careful consideration to all concerns
brought by individuals and special interests. I know she will strive sincerely to
build better relationships and work as a
team with one another on the board, and
will be available to objectively listen to
parents, teachers, administrators and the
community.
Let us together use our votes to elect
Carolyn Williams to the Mountainside
Board of Education.
Donna Klein
Mountainside

Westfielders‘Get What They Pay For’;
Resident Seeks Support for Budget
More than ever, we need to support our
Westfield public schools and, on April
15, vote “yes” for the budget. Times are
tough: Gas prices continue to rise, war
rages in Iraq, we hear talk of recession,
and we still have not seen property tax
relief. Unfortunately, as citizens, there’s
not much we can do to control these
external forces. One thing we cannot do,
however, is let these “tough times” defeat
the school budget.
Most of us moved to Westfield because
it is a beautiful town that has a good
school system. In a world where the nightly
news speaks of record foreclosures, our
homes have basically held their value.
The reason for this stability is that
Westfield has an excellent school system,
supported by citizens who recognize the
importance of community and education.
Regardless of whether you have kids in
school, every homeowner realizes the
benefit of the Westfield school system in
our relatively high property values.
As taxpayers, what do we get for our
money?
We are recognized as having some of
the highest rated schools in the New Jersey. We get the satisfaction of knowing
that our WHS graduates will continue
their studies at many of the top schools in
the nation. We feel the pride of knowing
that our athletic teams continue to win
state championships. We can boast that
our high school newspaper has won prestigious awards year after year. We find
satisfaction that our fine-arts department
has received repeated accolades.
In short, we get what we pay for.
Westfield has a fine school system because we dedicate the resources necessary to make our school system work and

maintain its outstanding reputation in
academics, the arts and athletics.
Don’t get me wrong, I am not 100
percent happy with the budget. In fact, I
am dead set against the elimination of the
Student Assistance Counselor (SAC) position and the impact of that budget cut on
the Peer Leadership program. I feel the
SAC provides essential support to the
middle-school population and that the
elimination of the SAC position is a mistake. I am also concerned that this important decision was made with little, if any,
public dialogue. I hope that the board will
be open-minded to a continued discussion regarding ways to maintain the SAC
position and the Peer leadership program.
Are we frustrated with rising taxes?
Absolutely. Is the budget perfect? No.
However, a vote against the school budget is not the way to address our frustrations. If the budget is defeated, the board
of education and the town council will be
required to slash many core programs.
This year, for the first time in recent
memory, the BOE has had to cut staff. If
the budget is defeated, the staff cuts will
only be deeper, and many of our valued
programs – those programs that make the
difference in Westfield education, such
as technology, athletics, fine arts, an innovative curriculum – will be jeopardized.
In summmary, I will vote “yes” for the
budget because, as a citizen in this community and a parent with children in the
school system, I recognize that the school
budget is a priority and is not something
that can be neglected. I hope you will join
me in supporting our schools on April 15.
Kathleen McLeod Caminiti
Westfield

Page 5

SSG Tim Henshall (WHS’78) sent thse photos from Iraq. See letter on page 4.

Reader: Never Assume That List’s
Sin ‘Is Greater Than God’s Mercy’
The clever carton-type drawing in the
April 3 edition of The Westfield Leader
showing John List entering a special EZPASS gate to hell, with black-robed Satan looking on, made me think about that
question – especially at this Easter season
of Christians’ celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Surely, John List’s entry into hell, eternal death, is what justice in this world
and, according to almost any world view,
would say he deserves. And yet, I have to
hold open the strong possibility that he
isn’t there and won’t be.
Why? Because the Easter message is
that we can have what we don’t deserve –
a glorious eternal life with God, instead of
death, through confession of our sins before God and sharing, through no merit of
our own, in Jesus’ resurrection of eternal
life through baptism, confirmation and
life here on earth as his disciples in and
through his Blessed Sacrament.
What was John List’s record on this?
Shortly after his capture in the ‘90s and his
incarceration in Newark, Pastor Paul
Kritsch of Redeemer Lutheran Church
shared with us in a Sunday school adult
class that he had visited List in prison. I
remember Pastor Kritsch as saying (in a
way that betrayed no pastoral confidences):
“I asked John, ‘Do you realize the (terrible,
sorrowful) impact of what you did had on
people?”’ And pastor continued, “As I
looked at John, his shirt was wet with

tears.” Believing in Christ and saving Gospel as I do, I would have to say that List did
receive God’s full forgiveness for his heinous acts – if he genuinely confessed and
repented of those before God, and asked
for forgiveness in the blessed name of
Jesus. On the cross, the Savior paid the
price for all of our sins – so that an ‘EZPASS’ to hell would not be needed.
In a homily at Mass in Fall of ’07,
Father Donald Cialone, Parochial Vicar
of the Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
in Westfield, stated, “Our greatest sin is
believing that our sin is greater than God’s
mercy.” In application of this truth as we
view others, let us never assume and
judge that John List’s sin, heinous though
it was, is greater than God’s mercy.
Timothy Burke
Westfield

Last week’s edition of The Westfield
Leader carried a letter from Pamela
Orbach, who wants to promote a safe
driving campaign in Westfield, with enforcement by “serious ticketing.” I’m sure
most would agree that drivers who flagrantly commit serious traffic violations,
such as running stop signs and red lights,
deserve to be punished to the fullest extent of the law. However, Ms. Orbach
also suggests that one benefit of serious
ticketing would be to help the town generate some extra revenue to help make up
for the cutbacks in state aid.
If we are going to seriously use the
police to help generate revenue for the
town by cracking down on traffic violations, the possibilities are endless.
The town could install surveillance
cameras on every lamppost and telephone
pole. The cameras could record the license plate numbers of every car that
passes, and perhaps could even peek inside to detect violations, such as not using
a seatbelt or talking on a cell phone.
Tickets would of course be mailed automatically to the car’s registered owner,
whether or not the owner was actually
operating the vehicle.
And now that the state wants teen drivers with provisional licenses to place a
decal on their cars to alert police, the
revenue-generating possibilities become
even more juicy. I’ll bet a good surveillance camera could catch teen drivers
committing any number of offenses, including driving with more than one other
passenger and being out after hours.
While protecting town residents against
serious traffic offenders is a legitimate
police function, using the cops to help the
town generate revenue is not. How many
of us have never exceeded the speed limit,
even by one mph? How many of us have
not turned on our headlights when it starts
raining or have neglected to use seatbelts
when running local errands?
If you say, “The law is the law, and if
you break the law you deserve to get a
ticket,” then you ought to be very comfortable living in a surveillance society
where your every move is monitored and
every misstep is punished.
Let the police do their job by protecting
us from dangerous drivers who can truly
bring harm to others. But having a cop,
real or virtual, on every street corner
ready to pounce at every transgression is
undesirable. A recent news item pointed
out that, in America today, one out of

every 100 adults is behind bars. That’s
not something we should be proud of. We
have become a society where there are
literally millions of pages of laws that
describe all sorts of illegal behavior. Being a 100 percent law-abiding citizen is
becoming almost impossible.
So, let’s use the police to nail the truly
reckless drivers who are a menace to
others. But let’s not allow our fear of
unsafe roadways to turn everyone else
into a lawbreaker.
Robert Pinheiro
Westfield

Law Student Asks WF
Vote ‘Yes’ on Budget
If your readers have seen Legally
Blonde or The Paper Chase, they can
picture the misery of the first year of law
school. Luckily, my first moment of awe
as a law student did not occur while
getting drilled by a scary professor. Instead it was when a professor had to stop
to teach fellow law students a writing
technique that my ninth-grade English
teacher molded into our adolescent brains
by October. That was just one of many
moments when I have realized how fortunate I was to grow up in the Westfield
school system and the community of educated citizens who supported it.
Another thing that surprised me in law
school was learning that United States
Constitution does not guarantee each child
a right to education, like it promises us the
right to free speech or the right to vote.
The earliest leaders of our country set up
education so that individual people in
individual towns have the voice – the say
in how our country values education,
children and our nation’s future. They left
it up to each individual in Westfield to get
in the car, drive to the polls and vote “yes”
to support a budget that provides for the
diverse needs and inspirations of so many
different types of children.
I hope that, on April 15, each person in
Westfield makes the right choice for themselves – for their own children or their
home values – as well as the right choice
as a citizen of the United States. Please
approve the school budget.
Meghan Hely, WHS ‘98
Boston College Law School ‘08
Editor’s Note: We were unable to print
all of the letters this week. As applicable, they will be printed next week.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2008 RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP
A permit is required at a cost of $80.00. The amount of material placed at the
curbside cannot exceed 750 pounds per permit. More than one permit can be
obtained. The permit fees must be paid for at the time of registration. Each
registrant will be issued a sticker to be placed on the most prominent object placed
at the curbside. Neighbors may share a permit, but all material must be placed at
the address of the designated permit holder. Permit fees shall be nonrefundable.
Registration by Mail
Permits may be obtained by mail or downloaded from the Town website at
www.westfieldnj.gov provided the applications are postmarked no later than
May 23. Residents are to complete the Registration Application and mail it along
with a check payable to “Town of Westfield” to the Public Works
Department, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090. Permits and
decals will be mailed back to the resident. Checks only will be accepted.
Registrants should have a general idea of what they will be placing at curbside
when they purchase the permit to determine whether they will need more than one
permit.
In Person Registration
Permits may also be obtained in person at the Westfield Public Works Center, 959
North Avenue, West. Residents are to complete the registration application and
bring it to the above address along with a check or money order payable to the
Town of Westfield. Cash will not be accepted. Permits will be sold in
accordance with, and not after, the following schedule:
Wards 3, 4, 1 & 2
Mon. - Fri.
Tues. Evening
Mon. - Fri.
Tues. Evening
Mon. - Fri.
Tues. Evening
Tues. – Thurs.

May
May
May
May
May
May
May

5-9
6
12 - 16
13
19 - 23
20
27 - 29

8:30
4:30
8:30
4:30
8:30
4:30
8:30

a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 4, 1 & 2 only
Mon. – Thurs.

June 2 – 5

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

June 9 - 12

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

June 16 - 19

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 1 & 2 only
Mon. - Thurs.
Ward 2 only
Mon. - Thurs.

SPRING 2008 COLLECTION SCHEDULE
Collection of materials will be made BY WARD according to the following schedule
during the month of June. If you are unsure what ward you reside in, please call
the DPW at 908-789-4100 ext. 600. For more information on the Town’s permit
based cleanup program, please call: 908-789-4100 extension 600 or visit the Town
Website at www.westfieldnj.gov
Ward #3

June 2 - 6

Ward #4

June 9 - 13

Ward #1

June 16 - 20

Ward #2

June 23 - 27
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
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Submittals Due By April 25
For Movies In May Festival
FANWOOD – The fourth annual
Movies in May Independent Film Festival will be held on Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday, May 7, 8 and 10.
Jointly sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Public Library, the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district, this
festival celebrates local talent and
features film-related events and films
created by students and residents from
the surrounding community.
Submissions currently are being
accepted at either library or directly
to Bill McMeekan at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School and must be

Seniors to Welcome
Liberty Hall Speaker
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold its
monthly meeting on Monday, April
14, at 1 p.m. in the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School gymnasium on
First Street in Westfield.
William Holmes will speak to the
group about the Liberty Hall Museum, located at 1003 Morris Avenue
in Union. Since retiring, Mr. Holmes
has been a member of the museum’s
staff and escorts groups through Liberty Hall. He holds a degree in history
from Long Island University.
Mr. Holmes will present slides highlighting the museum and explain the
history of the Livingston/Kean families who lived there for many years.
The club’s next trip will be to the
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn to
see Kiss Me Kate on Thursday, April
24. Additionally, a luncheon cruise
on The Riverboat out of Toms River is
planned for Tuesday, June 17. Interested persons may sign up for the
cruise at the April 14 meeting.

received by Friday, April 25.
The festival will begin May 7 with
films starting at 7 p.m. at the Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road. Screenings will get underway at 7 p.m. on
May 8 in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School television studio. The
high school is located at 641 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.
The festival will conclude with a
final session May 10 beginning at 1
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
Filmmakers will be available at
each session to introduce their offerings and take questions.
Besides this year’s film screenings,
the festival will sponsor the second
Library Public Service Announcement
(PSA) Contest. This year’s PSA theme
is to help celebrate and publicize the
summer reading program at the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains libraries.
Contestants are invited to submit
30- to 60-second spots on one of these
two summer reading themes: “Catch
the Reading Bug @ Your Library,” for
younger children, or “Metamorphosis
@ Your Library,” for teen readers.
Winning entries will be announced
on the first night of screenings prior
to the showing of films. Entries must
be submitted by April 25. First and
second place prizes (iPods) will be
awarded for the best PSAs. All PSA
contest details and further information on the festival may be found at
fanwoodlibrary.org/filmfest.
For other information or to volunteer for the festival, call the Scotch
Plains Public Library at (908) 3225007, extension no. 202, or visit
scotlib.org, or call the Fanwood Memorial Library at (908) 322-6400 or
access fanwoodlibrary.org.

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Health Fair to Take Place
On April 26 In Westfield

James E. Scariati and Ms. Lindsay M. Furman

Ms. Lindsay M. Furman
To Marry James E. Scariati
Frank and Sharon Furman of Westerly, R. I. have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms. Lindsay M. Furman, to James E. Scariati.
He is the son of Carl and Marjorie
Scariati of Westfield.
The bride-to-be graduated from St.
Bernard High School in Uncasville,
Conn. in 2003. She was awarded a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications with a concentration in journalism from Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. in 2007. Ms.

Furman is employed in the marketing
and communications department of
IBM in Somers, N.Y.
Her fiancé is a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School. He also graduated from Marist College in 2007, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in
Digital Media and a Certificate in Art
and Advertising Design. Mr. Scariati is
employed by Mercedes-Benz USA in
Montvale, N.J. as a web developer.
The couple will be married in April
2009 in Westerly, R.I.

Golden Agers Reveal Outing
For Luncheon and Revue
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will travel
to Hawley, Pa. for a Woodlock Pines
luncheon and musical revue on Thursday, May 22. Tickets, which cost
$56.50, include the revue, luncheon
and bus ride. The bus will leave at 9
a.m. from the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
The menu for the occasion will
feature prime rib and butterfly shrimp,
baked filet of fish, fresh fruit, garden
salad and accompaniments. Coffee,
tea and a dessert table will follow. All
are welcome to attend.
The Golden Agers Club offers senior citizens the opportunity to meet
with their peers, share ideas, interact
and gather useful information to enhance daily living. The club meets
weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the

Scotch Hills Country Club.
Besides their monthly donations to
the local food pantry, the Golden
Agers recently participated in Operation Shoebox, contributing more than
600 items and cash for telephone cards
for soldiers in Iraq.
Birthday celebrations, bingo and
socializing are a regular part of
weekly meetings. Members are invited to submit suggestions for activities, and free luncheons are provided at least one week during each
month. Special speakers discuss
health and other topics.
Membership, theater, musical revues and other activity trips are available to everyone. For trip details, call
Jean DeTore at (908) 889-4121 or
Mary DeJesso at (908) 654-4512. Club
information is available by calling
Marge Van Duyne at (908) 889-4631.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150
www.puglisi-insurance.com
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Our 68th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.
Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS
Peerless - Travelers of NJ
Selective - Progressive
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Regional Health Department will hold
a health fair on Saturday, April 26,
from 9 to 11 a.m. It will take place
in the Westfield Municipal Building Community Room, located at
425 East Broad Street. A free raffle
will be held for a Trader Joe’s gift
basket.
This event is open to residents of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit and Westfield
exclusively.
A variety of free health screenings will be available, including Pulmonary Function Testing-Overlook
Hospital; Blood Pressure Screening-Medical Reserve Corp; Hearing Exam-VP Audiology; Chiropractic Consultation (balance testing and posture analysis)-Dr. Tricia
Mastropietro; Blood Glucose Testing-Westfield Regional Health Department; Massage-Therapeutic
Massage Training Center, and Anemia-Westfield Regional Health Department. The health department
also will provide free lead testing
for children under age 6.
Participants also may have blood
work done. Available test options
and fees are as follows: Complete
Chemistry, Lipid Panel and CBC,
$17; TSH, $10; T4, $5; PSA, $30;
Blood and Rh Type, $10; Iron, $5; C-

Senior Citizens Offer
Kiss Me Kate Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory
Committee is inviting area residents
to attend a matinee performance of
Cole Porter’s Kiss Me Kate on Saturday, May 17, at the Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn.
The bus will leave from the rear of
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building on Park Avenue at 12:30 p.m.
and return at 5 p.m. The show, featuring such tunes as “Wunderbar,”
“So In Love” and “Too Darn Hot,” as
well as slapstick humor and lively
dance numbers, will start at 2 p.m.
The Township of Scotch Plains
subsidizes the cost of bus transportation, so attendees need only pay for
their ticket to the show.
Reservations currently are available for township residents at a cost
of $45. Beginning on Tuesday, April
15, non-residents may register at a
cost of $50. Reservations must be
made in the Scotch Plains Recreation Office at 430 Park Avenue.
Arrangements have been made at
the Mezzogiorno Ristorante in
Scotch Plains for a light supper after the show, at a cost of $10. This
also may be indicated on the registration form, but payment (in cash)
will be made on May 17. For more
details, call (908) 889-2084 or (908)
322-6700, extension no. 221.

Reactive Protein, $20; Hepatitis Immunity Titer, $25; Hepatitis C
Screening, $25; Urinalysis, $10; CA125, $30, and Lyme Antibody, $30.
This vaccine will be given to all
adults age 65 and older and those
with diabetes mellitus, chronic pulmonary or cardiac disease, sickle
cell disease, asplenia, nephrotic syndrome, immune problems, alcoholism or chronic liver disease.
Pneumococcal pneumonia revaccination is recommended if the first
dose was given before age 65 and
five years have elapsed since the
first dose or if the person has unknown immunization status, and
may be indicated for patients with
diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
immunodeficiency and high-risk
conditions.
Pre-registration with the health
department is required for blood
work and the pneumococcal pneumonia vaccination. Individuals may
pre-register at the health department, located at 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. weekdays through Wednesday,
April 23.
Those eligible for Medicare Part
B are asked to bring their card at the
time of registration. Those planning to pre-register between noon
and 1 p.m. or requiring additional
information are asked to call the
health department in advance at
(908) 789-4070.

Scotch Plains Baptist
To Hold Movie Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church will host a
screening of the movie Amazing
Grace at 6 p.m. on Sunday, April
20, to be followed by dessert and
coffee or juice. The church is located at 333 Park Avenue (at the
corner of Grand Street) in Scotch
Plains. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 322-5487.

Arbor Day Program
On Tap In Fanwood
FANWOOD – On Friday, April 25,
the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission will hold its annual Arbor Day
Program. The event will take place at
4 p.m. at Carriage House Park, located on Watson Road in Fanwood.
The program will feature the Park
Middle School Environmental Club
and will emphasize the important role
that trees play in combating global
warming. There also will be a free
tree giveaway.
Additionally, Certified Tree Expert
Jeanne Kavinski will conduct a question-and-answer session for attendees. The public is invited and refreshments will be served.
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Local FSO to Spotlight
Child Abuse Prevention
WESTFIELD – The Family Support Organization (FSO) of Union
County is partnering with Prevent
Child Abuse New Jersey to actively
involve communities in April’s Child
Abuse Prevention Month.
On Thursday, April 17, the FSO will
distribute pinwheels and educational
materials from noon to 4 p.m. at its
location at 143 Elmer Street in Westfield.
The pinwheels represent carefree,
healthy and happy childhoods.
Family Support Organizations are
private, non-profit organizations
funded by the New Jersey Department
of Human Services, Division of Child
Behavioral Health Services, to provide support, education and advocacy
for parents and caregivers of children
with special emotional and behavioral
needs. For more information, call Gail
or Mary at (908) 789-7625.

Garwood Knights Post
Fish Fry For April 25
GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold their
annual Fish Fry, catered by Thistles
of Kearny, at their council hall on
Friday, April 25, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Tickets for the event are $10 each;
chicken finger dinners for children
under 12 are $5, and takeout will be
available. Individuals may purchase
tickets after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
council hall, located at 37 South Avenue in Garwood (opposite
PathMark).
On weekends, those interested in
purchasing tickets are advised to first
call (908) 789-9809. Parking is available behind the council hall off Willow Avenue. For more information,
call (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m. Advance ticket purchase is strongly recommended.

tion Anshe Chesed (Orthodox) and
Rabbi Doug Sagal of Temple EmanuEl (Reform) will address issues related to the future of Jewish life, taking
into account the high cost of raising
Jewish children and the growth of
alternative Jewish communities. Andrew Silow-Carroll, editor of the New
Jersey Jewish News, will serve as the
moderator.
Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee protects the rights and
freedoms of Jews around the world,
combats bigotry and anti-Semitism
and promotes human rights for all.
The organization also works for the
security of Israel and deepened understanding between Americans and Israelis; defends democratic values and
seeks their realization in American
public policy and enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish people.
Ken Peskin is president of the Metropolitan New Jersey Chapter.
Allyson M. Gall is New Jersey Area
executive director. For more information about the American Jewish
Committee, call the New Jersey office at (973) 379-7844.

Museum to Showcase
‘Fashion Dolls and Tea’
WESTFIELD – A program entitled
“Fashion Dolls and Tea” will be held
on Sunday, April 13, between 2 and 4
p.m. at the Miller-Cory House Museum. The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Darlene Palombo will display and
discuss her collection of dolls dressed
in period clothing from the 1700s and
1800s, handcrafted by Ms. Palombo.
Renate Maroney will describe the
simple teas that were held by Colonial women, including foods served,
utensils and seasonal settings. Tea
items will be displayed.
Visitors may sample tea and breadand-butter sandwiches in the
museum’s Frazee Building. The program also will include tours of the
fully furnished 1740 farmhouse. Admission is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four.
Upcoming Sunday events at the
museum include “18th-Century
Cooking and House Tours” on April
20 and the annual “Sheep to Shawl
Festival” on April 27.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
also is available weekday mornings
for tours for school or other groups,
as well as after school for Boy Scout
and Girl Scout groups. All tours must
be arranged in advance. For information on tours, Sunday programs or
volunteer opportunities at the museum, call (908) 232-1776 weekdays
between 9 a.m. and noon.
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FCC Courses to Spotlight
Revelation, People of Faith

Clergy Panelists to Converse
On Judaism in the Future
WESTFIELD – Three New Jersey
clergy members, representing three
movements of Judaism, will engage in
a conversation about the future of Judaism at a community-wide forum on
Tuesday, April 15, at Temple EmanuEl. The temple is located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield. This event
is free and open to the public.
The American Jewish Committee,
in conjunction with Temple EmanuEl, Congregation Anshe Chesed of
Linden and Congregation Beth Israel
of Scotch Plains, will co-sponsor the
forum. Coffee will be served at 7:15
p.m. The program will begin promptly
at 7:30 p.m.
Cantor Matthew Axelrod of Congregation Beth Israel (Conservative),
Rabbi Aryeh Stechler of Congrega-
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OUTSTANDING…At its annual dinner meeting March 26, the West Fields chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) honored Eagle Scout Eric Hagstrom
of Westfield for his Eagle Scout Service Project. Eric organized and carried out
instruction programs in swimming and water safety for children from the Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless in the summers of 2006 and 2007. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Chapter President Warren Fristensky, the Reverend Donald
Hummel, chaplain; Eric and SAR Eagle Chairman George Gross. Reverend
Hummel and Mr. Gross also are Eagle Scouts.

Borough Invites Volunteers
For Clean Communities Day
FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood will hold its 19th annual
Clean Communities Day on Saturday,
April 19, as part of the community’s
observance of Earth Day. Individual
volunteers of all ages, Girl Scouts,
Boy Scouts, interested organizations
and family groups are invited to assemble at 8:30 a.m. by the Millennium
Clock at the south side parking lot of
the Fanwood train station.
A short briefing will take place
before the work begins. Earth Day Tshirts, work gloves, pick-up devices
and plastic bags will be distributed. A
blue “Fanwood, N.J.” flashlight will
be this year’s giveaway. Union County
Recycling Coordinator Joanne
Gemenden will provide participating
children with additional “goodies.”
Each volunteer will receive a coupon
for a slice of pizza from South Street
Café Pizza and Pasta, located at 217
South Avenue in Fanwood, which
will open at 11 a.m. for the occasion.
The 100 or so expected volunteers,
which usually include Fanwood officials, will be organized into teams
with a leader and then transported by
Department of Public Works (DPW)
employees to one of 13 locations designated for cleanup.
These include Forest Road Park,
LaGrande Park, the Carriage House
Park, the borough hall, Fanwood
Memorial Library and municipal
parking areas, as well as the area
around the railroad tracks. At no cost
to the borough, NJ Transit will provide two flagmen to ensure security
for those assigned to this area.
Additionally, members of the
Fanwood Lions Club will pick up
litter along Fanwood’s stretch of
South Avenue as part of the club’s

involvement in the Adopt-a-Highway
program.
Grant money was made available
for this event through the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection. For more information, call
the Fanwood DPW at (908) 322-7404.

Librarian to Discuss
Book Collection Gift
SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is
invited to the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Monday, April 14, at 7:30
p.m. when Barbara Polk Riley will
describe how a family tradition and
passion became a valuable resource
for library users.
Ms. Riley recently donated more
than 2,000 books to the Plainfield
Public Library, creating The Barbara
Polk Riley African-American Book
Collection there.
Plainfield Library Director Joseph
Hugh Da Rold and Jessica Myers,
head of the library’s Local History
and Special Collections Department,
will join her to recount the genesis of
this resource.
Ms. Riley will speak about the origins
and development of her gift, beginning
in the 1920s with her father, Dr. Charles
C. Polk, a general practitioner in Roselle
and book lover. A professional librarian,
she expanded and shaped the collection,
drawing on her acquaintances in the
black literary world.
This program will be held in the
library’s Community Room. The library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. Admission is free, but pre-registration is recommended, as space is
limited. To register, call the library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield will offer its final installment of Bible Study
and spirituality workshops with series looking at Revelations and people
of faith. All classes are free and open
to the public.
Beginning on Monday, April 14,
the Reverend Mark Boyea, senior
minister, will present “It’s a Revelation: The Book of Revelation for Then
and Now.” The class will meet on
consecutive Monday evenings
through May 12 from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. in the church’s Chapel Lounge.
During this five-week course, participants will discuss one of the most
mysterious and attention-getting
books in the Bible. The course will
examine the book’s historical, social,
theological and political contexts; its
meaning in regard to the time, place
and people it was written for, and
what Christians have done with this
text in more recent times.
On Tuesday evenings beginning
April 15, a workshop entitled “People
of Faith” will explore the lives of people
who have made an unforgettable impact by living their faith, both on the
world stage and in quieter ways.
From Dietrich Bonhoeffer to Henri
Nouwen, Teresa of Avila to Elizabeth
Elliot, the course will look at the
struggles, crises of faith, challenges
and celebrations of 15 individuals
who led with their faith and were
often surprised by where it took them.

This class will meet on five consecutive weeks through May 13, from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Lounge.
The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional information, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit the church website
at fccofwestfield.org.

JCC Plans Model Seder
To Celebrate Passover
SCOTCH PLAINS – All area residents are invited to celebrate Passover at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey’s annual model seder on Wednesday, April
16, at 11 a.m. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.
Among the highlights of this special event will be a retelling of the
Passover story with students from the
Solomon Schechter Day School and
a traditional holiday meal featuring
gefilte fish, chicken, tsimmes, kugels
and dessert.
The cost of this event is $7.50 for
JCC members and $8.50 for others.
Reservations are requested by Monday, April 14. To make reservations
or for more information, contact Nan
Statton at nstatton@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 207. Information also is available at jccnj.org.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

The Rotary Club of Westfield
Helping Our Community For 86 Years
Please Join Us For Lunch
Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y
12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

www.westfieldrotary.com
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Lynn Castaldo
(908) 928-1748
petfoodproducts@aol.com
www.healthypetnet.com/
petscare

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

VERIZONNET

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, APRIL 12th 11 AM-5 PM
Tour our facility! Attend a workshop!
See what we have to offer newborns through 4 yr olds!

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

Please call for more information about the workshops.

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence

11 AM-NOON
Petting Zoo

1:00 PM– 2:00 PM
Computer Tots Robot Fun
Abrakadoodle Creations

11:30 AM-12:15 PM
Table Tots Workshop
12:45 PM-1:30 PM
Speech and Language
Development Workshop

2:00 PM- 5 PM
Infant & Child CPR*
$55/per person
*Pre-registration
Required

removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator

TOURS THROUGHOUT THE DAY
Just Babies Daycare
462 West Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 654-5900
www.JustBabiesDaycare.com

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Gerald A. Farley, 78, Was Executive;
Active With Scranton Alumni Groups

– Obituaries –

Gerald A. Farley died on Tuesday, ner and lector at the Church of St.
April 1, at his home in Clark, N.J. He Helen in Westfield, N.J.
He is survived by his wife of 56
was 78.
years, Marie Imbalzano
Mr. Farley was born
Farley; two sons, A.
in Carbondale, Pa. on
Frank and Gerald A.
September 12, 1929, the
Farley and their spouses,
son of Andrew E. Farley
Pamela Farley and
and Elizabeth Astleford.
Annette Farley; two
He graduated from the
daughters, Marie E.
University of Scranton
in 1951 with a Bachelor
Maddera and Teresa
Farley Shapiro and their
of Science degree.
spouses, Baker Maddera
Mr. Farley enjoyed a
30-year career as a comand David Shapiro, and
12 grandchildren, Kate
puter marketing executive
at Burroughs Corporation
Farley, Maura Farley, AnGerald A. Farley
and its successor, Unisys
drew Farley, Michael
Corporation. He served in a variety of Farley, Patrick Farley, Connor Farley,
executive positions around the coun- Julia Maddera, Elizabeth Maddera,
Leanne Shapiro, Aryn Shapiro, Joshua
try at this firm.
Mr. Farley was active in the Uni- Shapiro and Daniel Shapiro.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
versity of Scranton Alumni Society
for many years, serving on its board held on Friday, April 4, at the Church
of governors. He also was a member of St. Helen in Westfield, N.J. Interof the university’s Scranton Club of ment took place on Saturday, April 5,
New Jersey and its Golden Grads at St. Rose of Lima Cemetery in
Club. He was a Fourth Degree Knight Carbondale, Pa.
Arrangements were under the diof Columbus and held a number of
local and statewide leadership posi- rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
tions in that organization.
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contriMr. Farley was a steadfast supporter
of the Loyola Retreat House of the butions may be made to the Loyola
Society of Jesus in Morristown, N.J., Retreat House of the Society of Jesus
having participated in 38 consecutive in Morristown, N.J.
April 10, 2008
retreats. He was a long-time parishio-

Patricia F. Decker, 76, Loved By Family;
Supporter of Animal Shelters and ASPCA
Patricia Faye Decker of Westfield,
N.J. died at home on Friday, April 4,
2008, at age 76 with her husband,
Frank, and daughter, Megan, by her
side.
The daughter of Charles and Evelyn
Wahlgren, Patricia was born in Elizabeth and raised in Westfield. She
graduated from Westfield High
School in 1948 and from Stephens
College in Columbia, Mo. in 1950.
She subsequently attended Syracuse
University in Syracuse, N.Y. After
college, she lived in New York City
and worked for the Hilton and Riggio
Advertising Agency.
She returned to Westfield to marry
Franklin F. Decker, an airline pilot
and former Navy pilot, and raise their
four children, son Jay and daughters
Jeanne (Mrs. Peter Clarke), Megan
and Lynn. In addition to her husband
and children, she is survived by her
daughter-in-law, Jennifer Morgan;

son-in-law, Peter Clarke; sister-inlaw, Mari Jo Woolfe; nephew, James
Woolfe, and her granddaughters, Linden and Greer Clarke.
Patricia was an active supporter of
animal shelter groups and the ASPCA.
Her parents were long-time residents
of Westfield and active members of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
She will be buried next to them in the
church’s Revolutionary Cemetery
after a family service. A private reception for friends will follow the
burial.
Her family is extremely grateful to
her friends and acquaintances for their
kindness and support during her illness. In lieu of flowers, contributions
can be made to Atlantic Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041.
Patty will be greatly missed by her
family, friends and her beloved dog,
Porter.
April 10, 2008

Theodore B. Dalack
Theodore Bruce Dalack died on
Tuesday, March 18, in Georgia.
A former resident of Westfield, he
lived in Pendergrass, Ga. for many
years.
Mr. Dalack was a first lieutenant
and combat bombardier in the United
States Air Force. He served in both
World War II and Korea.
His wife, Kathleen Dalack, predeceased him in 2006.
Surviving are a son, Ted Dalack,
Jr., and a brother, George Dalack.
Funeral services were held on Saturday, April 5, at the Dooley Funeral
Home, 218 North Avenue, West, in
Cranford. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
April 10, 2008

Eleanor M. Light, 84
Eleanor M. Light, a long-time resident of Westfield, passed away on
Saturday, March 22, at her home in
Medford Leas, a Quaker-run assisted
living facility in Medford. She was 84.
Born in Medford, Mass., she was a
former member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield. Mrs. Light
enjoyed quilting and was involved
with Contemplative Prayer, a national
organization.
Her husband, Eugene Light, predeceased her 20 years ago.
Surviving are her son, Phillip R.
Light of Jupiter, Fla., and her daughter, Leslie Van Cleve of Navesink,
N.J. She also is survived by her sonin-law, Eugene, and granddaughters
Elsa, Julia and Hannah.
A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday, April 13, at Medford
Leas, 1 Medford Leas Way, located
off Route 70 in Medford.
Memorial donations may be made
to Caring Hospice, 101 Gaither Drive,
Suite 2, Mount Laurel, N.J. 08054.

10 great-grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, April 5, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Holy Trinity Church, 315 First
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
April 10, 2008

Raymond E. Grauff, 85
Raymond E. Grauff, 85, of BetMar
Acres, Zephyrhills, Fla., formerly of
Scotch Plains, passed away on Monday, March 24, in Zephyrhills.
Born September 5, 1922 in Newark, he was the son of Ernest and
Beulah Grauff.
Mr. Grauff was a lifelong member
of the Plumbers Local 24.
He served in the Coast Guard during
World War II and was a life member of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Amvets,
Masons, Moose, Eagles and Elks.
Surviving are his wife of 12 years,
Eleanor Grauff; his children, Midge
Roberts of Loudonville, Ohio and
Helen Watts of Hillsborough; five
granddaughters and four great-grandchildren.
He was predeceased by his first
wife, Margaret Grauff.
A memorial service was held on
Friday, March 28, in Zephyrhills, Fla.
Arrangements were by the Hodges
Family Funeral Home in Zephyrhills,
Fla.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Heart Association. Condolences may be expressed at http://ray-grauff.lastmemory.com/.
April 10, 2008

Thomas A. Gaughan, 59
Thomas A. Gaughan, 59, of Edison
died on Thursday,April 3, at Hunterdon
Medical Center in Flemington.
Born in Elizabeth on November
25, 1948, he had lived in Westfield
until moving to Edison in 1966.
Mr. Gaughan was a member of the
Kenilworth Gospel Chapel.
He was predeceased by his parents,
Melville H. and Esther M. Gaughan.
Surviving are his sister, Eilene
Luba, and his brothers, David L.
Gaughan and James S. Gaughan.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, April 9, at the Gray
Memorial Funeral Home, 12 Springfield Avenue in Cranford. Interment
followed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

April 10, 2008
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STOP, DROP AND READ…Students and teachers celebrate Read Across America
Week and Dr. Seuss’ birthday together by staging a school-wide “read-in.”
During D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything And Read), faculty and students at Wilson
Elementary School lined the halls with books in hand, united in 20 minutes of
silent reading. Other activities at Wilson School included a Scholastic book fair,
a visit from Caldecott Medal-winning author and illustrator Paul Zelinsky, and
a Battle of the Books between fifth-grade reading groups.

Wardlaw-Hartridge to Host
Admission Open House
EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, located at 1295 Inman Avenue
in Edison, will host its next admission
information session for prospective students on Wednesday, April 16, from 9
to 11 a.m.
“This open house is geared toward
families seeking entry into grades PreK to 12,” said Charlotte Davis, director
of admission and financial aid.
“Whether parents are just beginning
the process of finding a school for the
fall of 2009 or still searching for the
right place for this upcoming fall, they
will learn about the wonderful opportunities Wardlaw-Hartridge has to offer
its students. Prospective families will
spend time with the directors of the
lower, middle and upper schools, as
well as with the students.
“Families will tour the facility with
student ambassadors and admission
representatives and have the opportunity to see classes in action. This open
house is a wonderful time for students
and parents to get to know the WardlawHartridge community. Current parents
will attend this open house to share
with others why they have chosen
Wardlaw-Hartridge for their child,” Ms.
Davis added.
Gerard Gonnella, associate director
of admission and a 1989 graduate of
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, will
join Ms. Davis in guiding prospective

African Violet Society
To Meet Next Week
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet Society will meet on Thursday,
April 17, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue. Gail Gray
will present “The Cousins,” a lecture on the other gesneriads related to African Violets. Anyone
interested in African Violets is
invited to attend.

families and students through the admission process.
For more information or to attend the
admission information session, call
(908) 754-1882, extension no. 110, or
e-mail cdavis@whschool.org.

JCC Slates Screening
Of The Impossible Spy
SCOTCH PLAINS – In honor of
Israel’s 60th birthday, the Jewish Film
Festival of Central New Jersey will
host a special revival screening of The
Impossible Spy on Tuesday, April 29,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey.
The Impossible Spy is based on the
true story of Elie Cohen, the Israeli
civilian who was recruited into Israel’s
Secret Intelligence Agency (Mossad)
and ultimately became the country’s
foremost master spy. Attendees are
invited to stay for a post-screening
discussion with the film’s producer,
Harvey Chertok.
The JCC of Central New Jersey, the
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Central
New Jersey, Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield, Congregation Beth Israel
of Scotch Plains and Temple Beth O’r/
Beth Torah of Clark will co-sponsor
this event. Tickets purchased in advance are $10 for general admission
and $8 for JCC members, members of
co-sponsoring organizations, senior
citizens and students. Ticket prices at
the door will be $12 for general admission and $10 for senior citizens and
students. Space is limited. Tickets may
be purchased at the JCC Member Services Desk or online at jccnj.org.
The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, contact JCC Cultural Arts
and Education Director Michele
Dreiblatt at mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 205.

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

“We should not concentrate on dates.
Rather we should focus on the dash.
It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves
a mark!” - Author Unknown

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ License Number 2325

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ License Number 3707

Charles J. Tombs
NJ License Number 4006
Director

(908) 233 -0143

(908) 276 - 0092
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MODEL CITIZENS...At the Westfield Board of Education meeting last Tuesday,
Model U.N. members from Westfield High School reviewed their recent achievements with the board. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, seniors Charlie
Tripp and Kaitlin Kominsky and fellow students Melinda Jimenez and Daniel
Morse, and back row, Daniel Farabaugh and David Della Fera, the group’s leaders.

Model U.N. Students
Reveal Achievements
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to
recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Education News

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Leona Sidie, 90, Mobile Meals Volunteer;
Involved With Scouts and Holy Trinity
Leona E. Sidie (Haugh), 90, of
Westfield died on Thursday, April 3,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Maryland, she had lived in
Cranford from 1940 to 1950 and in
Westfield since 1950.
Mrs. Sidie was a member of the
Holy Trinity Parents’ Guild and the
Holy Trinity Rosary Society. She also
was a Girl Scout Leader as well as a
volunteer for Westfield Mobile Meals.
A daughter, Martha Herr, predeceased her in 2003.
Surviving are her husband of 68
years, James Sidie; four sons, James,
Jr., Thomas, Richard and Robert; two
daughters, Barbara Fittipaldi and
Kathleen Bamburak; a sister, Elizabeth Fleming; 15 grandchildren and
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Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

WESTFIELD – A group of Westfield
High School (WHS) students started
off last week’s Westfield Board of
Education meeting by presenting the
work it has achieved as members of
the Model United Nations (U.N.) extracurricular group, in which 119 students from WHS participate.
Model U.N. gives students a framework of the United Nations General
Assembly meetings. Students take on
the roles of delegates from a selection
of countries and debate items from the
U.N.’s agenda. Advisors Daniel
Farabaugh and David Della Fera
(present at the board meeting) work
with Marty Collett of the Westfield
YMCA to manage the program.
Melinda Jimenez gave an overview
of the preparation involved for the annual three-day conference held in
Hershey, Pa., which took place this
year from January 4 to 6. Part of the
groundwork involves assigning countries that each group would represent.
“This year, we got China, which was
very good for us,” among other countries, she said. After the country appointments are made, the group writes
a position paper and forms a draft and
final resolution.
Charlie Tripp, a senior at WHS, said
“We get to understand how the U.N.
works and how to form resolutions.”
Kaitlin Kominsky, a senior and chairman of the club’s legal committee, and
Daniel Morse also spoke.
At next year’s conference, Daniel
will take on the elected position of
secretary general, which manages about
50 officers from approximately 20 committees from high schools from New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and
Maryland.
“It was a pretty intense election,” he
said. He debated political issues on-air
at a radio station in Delaware as part of
the election campaign, he said. He went
on to say that “Westfield pretty much

rules the conference.”
Next year’s theme is global warming
and climate control, decided by Daniel,
with input from the other officers.

Students Use Book
Bucks for ‘Purchasing’
MOUNTAINSIDE – Tomorrow,
Friday, April 11, Beechwood Elementary School in Mountainside will celebrate D.E.A.R Day (Drop Everything
And Read).
As part of the celebration, the school
held a book swap. In an effort to
promote reading and the Go Green!
Initiative, the school asked that students bring in gently used books they
have already read.
Over the past few days, students have
received a book buck for each book
they brought in for the swap. Tomorrow, students will have the opportunity
to “purchase” books brought in by their
classmates with their book bucks.

La Leche to Recognize
New Leaders April 17
WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield has announced the
recent accreditation of two new leaders
within the group. They will be honored
at the group’s next meeting on Thursday, April 17, at 10 a.m.
This month’s discussion topics will
include nutrition and weaning. Participants will cover “Guiding Principles
for Complementary Feeding of the
Breastfed Child,” “Signs of Readiness,
Good First Foods and Foods to Avoid”
and “Approaches to Weaning.”
New, experienced and expectant
mothers are invited to learn more about
breastfeeding, have their questions answered and meet other breastfeeding
mothers. Children are always welcome.
For more information and the meeting
location, call Mari at (908) 233-6513,
Ronnie at (908) 964-1360 or Michelle
at (908) 607-2518.

Fanwood Library to Present
Acoustic Guitar Jazz Sunday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me- the Great American Music Band.
morial Library will present an afterAdditionally, he was conductor of
noon of Acoustic Guitar Jazz on Sun- the Ice Capades for eight touring seaday, April 13, beginning at 2:30 p.m. in sons and received a Drama Desk nomicelebration of April
nation for his oras Jazz Month.
chestrations for the
The event will
off-Broadway hit
feature area guitarThe Song of
ist John Carlini,
Singapore.
Chicago-based
This concert,
mandolinist Don
along with many
Stiernberg and
other events, is
Brian Glassman on
made possible
bass. They will
through funds
cover the spectrum
raised by the
from jazz and
Friends of the
swing standards to
Fanwood Memobluegrass to classirial Library, a noncal to gypsy to Bra- JAZZING IT UP…John Carlini, left, profit organization
zilian and more.
and Don Stiernberg, right, together with dedicated to supMr. Carlini, the Brian Glassman, will entertain during a porting library proson of a New York performance of Acoustic Guitar Jazz at grams and serPhilharmonic vio- the Fanwood Memorial Library this vices. To reserve a
linist, is a graduate Sunday, April 13, beginning at 2:30 p.m. seat for this free
of the Berklee Colprogram, call (908)
lege of Music and the United States 322-6400. The library is located at
Navy School of Music. He has been North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
playing the guitar since 1955.
Anyone interested in joining the
He has served as music director Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Liand guitarist with the David Grisman brary and volunteering to help the
Quintet, orchestrator for the Dino De group in its efforts is asked to contact
Laurentiis film King of the Gypsies, Carol Campell at campell@verizon.net
and replaced guitarist Jerry Garcia in or (908) 322-9179.

Recreation Dept., Optimists
Set Road Races For April 19
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Recreation Department and the Optimist
Club of Westfield will host the
department’s annual 5-Miler and 1
Mile Road Races on Saturday, April
19, at Tamaques Park in Westfield.
Proceeds from the event will benefit
Project Graduation for 2008 Westfield
High School graduating seniors. The 1
Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.,
followed by the 5-Miler at 9:30 a.m.
Pre-Entry registration fees (postmarked before Monday, April 14) will
be $15 for the 5-Miler and $8 for the 1
Mile Fun Run. Registration fees after
April 14 and on race day will be $20 for
the 5-Miler and $10 for the 1 Mile Fun
Run. T-shirts will be issued to all preregistered participants in the 5-Miler.
The race will feature a fast and flat
USATF certified course with mile splits

and water stations. Runners should
come dressed to run. Online registration is available at raceforum.com.
Awards will be given to first overall male and female winners and to
the first-, second- and third-place
male and female finishers in each
age group of the 5-Miler (14 and
under, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49,
50-59 and 60 and over). Medals will
be awarded to all participants of the
1 Mile Fun Run and T-shirts will be
awarded to the first overall male and
female runners of the 1 Miler.
Anyone interested in being a sponsor is asked to call (908) 789-4080 or email tkastner@westfieldnj.gov. For race
application information, or to volunteer on race day, call the Westfield
Recreation Department at (908) 7894080 or visit westfieldnj.gov/recreation.
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9th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.
Astrid Adriaens, Paige Alvarez, Taylor
Anderson, Mark Androconis, Kerry Austin,
Rakhee Barai, Rishi Barai, Patrick Bergin,
Chloe Birkenthal, Adrian Bizzaro, Michael
Blutfield, Jane Braun, Morgan Bungerz, Eric
Byer, Juliana Capuano, Jillian Ceasrine, Hoon
Chae, Emily Chan, Ashtyn Chen, Nicholas
Chopey, Alan Chu, Patrick Conlon, Alyssa
Conte, Gustav Danielsson, Rebecca
Delafuente, Jeffrey Desorbo, Juliette Diaz,
Wenqi Duan, Olivia Dunham, Meghan Dunn,
Sara Durst, Justin Erickson, Casey Federbusch,
Danielle Fields, Abigail Flaherty, Emma Foley,
Alexandra Frankel, Emma Franks, Sarah
Frantz, Katherine Frega, Catalina Gaglioti,
Haozhe Gao, Alexander Garcia, Tzvetelina
Garneva, John Gentile, Alison Glynn, Betsy
Goellner, Dana Gottdiener, Joseph Greenspan,
Rachel Gross, Cornelius Haggerty, Julia
Harbaugh, Rachel Harth, Alyssa Hatch,
Alexandra Hawkins, Evan Heroux, Charli
Herrington, Evan Hindes, Madeline Horowitz,
Margaret Jacobi, Ravi Jha, Melanie Johnson,
Michael Jones, Tracy Kaplan, Megan Kaveney,
Daniel Kerr, Kevin Kessler, Elizabeth Kiefer,
Nikki Koll, Madeline Komar, Hannah Kronick,
Ian Kuhn, Jeffrey Laforge, Hoyee Lam, Justin
Lee, Joseph Leopold, Michael Levidy, Corey
Lipschutz, Brenna Logue, Emily Mack, Anne
Maguire, Cara Martone, Diana Mason, Natalie
Materek, Joshua Mazen, Colleen Mc Cabe,
Danielle Miller, Charles Milrod, Amanda
Minken, Shannon Mooney, Amelia Morabito,
Melissa Morawski, Christopher Morrissey,
Kevin Mulvey, Alexis Murphy, Morgan
Murphy, Priyanka Nayer, Elisa Niva, Dylan
Olson, David Osterman, Emma Partridge,
Travis Przybylski, Hannah Purdy, Christine
Pyo, Shannon Reilly, Rachel Rickles, Matthew Ritter, Laura Rogut, Allison Rose, Jessica Russo, Olivia Ryan, Justin Sandler, Christina Scaglione, Olivia Scrofani, Emma Shor,
Joshua Simmons, Stefani Spector, Robert
Steinfeld, Caitlin Storcks, Meghan Sullivan,
Peter Surace, Meghan Suriano, Gabrielle Tanji,
Matthew Tarantino, Angela Tata, Margot
Tishberg, Jamie Torcicollo, Sierra Van Epp,
Ellen Walsh, Isabelle Weisman, Madison
Weist, Brian Williams, Cheryl Wu, Deborah
Wu, John Yingling, Zachary Zagorski, Larry
Zhang, Adam Ziering

9th Grade Regular
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.
Jenelle Abbattista, Amanda Adsit, Jessica
Allen, John Allen, Mackenzie Anderson,
Madelein Archambault, Max Archambault,
Nicholas Attanasio, Rachel Baron, Zina
Bazarsky, Alison Birnbaum, Brian Cantor,
Devin Cash, Sarah Crawford, Tara Culnan,
Matthew Curry, Lauren Darchi, Marisa Di Fabio,
Elizabeth Driscoll, Daniel Eliades, Margaux
Fleschler, Michael Foley, Steven Forgash,
Dickens Fowler, Alec Friedlander, Josh Friedman, Brandon Gold, Dana Grant, Emma Gross,
Courtney Gurkas, Kathryn Halliburton, Charlotte Harmer, Megan Hoerrner, Gregory
Howard, Alexander Jedruszczak, Catherine
Johnston, Yasemin Karamete, Andrew Kirna,
Roman Krywulych, Abigail Kwok, Lijingzi Li,
James Lisooey, Zachary Lizmi, Christopher
Mannino, Christina Martinez, Mikhail Maslyuk,
Connor Melofchik, Christopher Mench,
Dominick Molinari, Madison Mone, Brian
Monteiro, Francine Nieva, Aileen Nunez, Henry
Obrien, Michael Pohling, Katherine Ponce,
Garrett Pryor, Eric Rackear, John Randazzo,
Bryan Reilly, William Riggs, Matthew Rivera,
Valeria Rojas, Mirella Roman, Emily Ronk,
Robyn Rosenzweig, Adam Ross, Rohan Saigal,
Jill Salisbury, Nicole Schmeider, Jenna Sharkey,
Megan Sharkey, Dylan Shepcaro, Stephanie
Skoller, Wyatt Smith, Eric Solomon, Adrian
Szycowski, Rachel Tabak, Francesca Tilocca,
Joseph Toresco, Connor Walters, Daniel
Wickens, Chelsea Wolf, Tianzuo Xu, Timothy
Younger

10th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.
Meredith Ambinder, Elise Annis, Calvin
Antoniewicz, Nicole Aronson, David Athenson,
Caraugh Ball, Leslie Bartsch, Tyler Becker, Scott
Bernstein, Zachary Bowman, Katie Brennan,
Emily Budnick, Abigail Burton, Michael Byrne,
Amanda Centrella, Gabrielle Cerami, Robert
Ciarrocca, Kevin Clancy, Sara Connery, Tara
Criscuolo, Sam Crossland, Lacy Cummings,
Tyler Cusick, Monica D’amico, Katherine
Davidson, Elizabeth Dennerlein, Andrew
Deutchman, Shannon Doyle, Michael Eilbacher,
Jennifer Eisenberg, Jonathan Erman, Kathleen
Esler, Caroline Fahey, Sharon Faktor, Michael
Fietkiewicz, Benjamin Fine, David Fishman,
Alex Furlong, Kevin Furlong, Michael Gismondi,
Sarah Glickstein, Sophie Greene, Emily Harris,
Kate Heffernan, Zachary Helfand, Kyle Higgins,
Valerie Hoffman, Leslie Holt, Lauren Hughes,
Halli James, Ryan Jennings, Elizabeth Kamel,
Jill Kandigian, Michael Kaufhold, Michael
Kelley, Anne Knisely, Joseph Kramkowski,
Elaina Kujawski, Suzanne Lemberg, Melissa
Littman, Kamil Lupicki, Grace Mackenzie, Brian
Maehl, Molly Maher, Jessica Margolies, Andrew Marino, Laura Marvin, Mary Mckevitt,
Adam Metz, Gregory Mitchell, Sara Mitchell,
Samuel Mumford, Grace Mustard, Daniel Nash,
Lisa Nehring, Michael Oster, Elizabeth Penczak,
Joshua Perlman, Davide Peruzzo, Gaffney
Peterson, Kristin Peyton, Karina Polaskova, Anna
Powell, Wade Preston, Megan Ramage, Katie
Ramire, Adam Reich, Megan Reilly, Alison
Ricardo, Jenna Rodrigues, Jaraad Rogers, Amy
Roggenburg, Rebecca Romano, Michael
Ruschmann, Andrew Sauerwein, Ryan Scrudato,
Sean Scrudato, Samantha Seib, Arielle Silverman,
Dylan Simon, Meredith Smith, Joshua Solomon,
Virginia Spinelli, Julia Spiridigliozzi, Sarah Spitz,
Maxwell St. Lifer, Graeme Stahl, Claire
Stevenshaas, Kelly Sullivan, Jake Sussman, Sarah Szollar, Kamal Tamboli, Scott Thien,
Madeline Tiedrich, Christina Tsui, Peter Waddell,
Yixiao Wang, Melissa Wong, Siyu Xiao, Caroline
Yeager,

10th Grade Regular
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.
Jamie Ackerman, Sara Aleksandravicius,
Elaine Anderson, Jacob Archambault, Christin
Aswad, David Ballan, Megan Boersig, Meghan
Brody, Danny Choo, Anne Comba, Andrew
Cordeiro, Alexander Cruz, Adam Di Battista,
Kathleen Dooley, Steven Fallon, Christopher
Fantini, Melissa Ford, Meghan Freudenheim,
Rachel Friedman, Shelley Fussman, Bridget
Gallagher, Andrew Gialanella, Emily Goodman,
Brittany Graham, Michael Greco, Kyla Grodzka,
Anneliese Himmel, Dylan Hirtler, Miles Hsu,
Sara Koznecki, Daniel Krack, Zachary La Porta,
Rachael Lobo, Conor Loughlin, Olivia
Magnanini, Eric Mandelblatt, Drew Margolis,

Westfield High School

Honor Roll
Second Marking Period

Nicholas Mcalister, Matthew Meserole, Jessica
Mondon, Luke Nobile, Jessica Ortega, Drew
Pecker, Nicholas Polak, Melissa Riegel, Kyle
Ripperger, Jessica Rodriguez, Alicia Rogers, Evan
Rosenburgh, Amy Rosenfeld, Benjamin Rubin,
Philip Russo, Drew Schapow, Maxwell Schuster,
Julian Seltzer, Jennifer Sgalardi, Vishal Shah,
Nikolay Shargorodsky, Robert Sinisi, Kenneth
Sipe, Justin Snyder, Lindsay Steinbach, Jenna
Strauss, John Taylor, Rosalba Vasquez, Diana
Venezia, Matthew Weintraub, Timothy Werner,
Alexa Zepka, Bowei Zhang

11th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.
Kathryn Abruzzo, Stephanie Albright, Julian
Applebaum, Michelle Ball, Hanna Berman, Sara
Birkenthal, Jillian Brinberg, Chelsea Bryk, Ariel
Burns, Julia Burns, Charles Cary, Tara Castellone,
Matthew Catenacci, Kristina Chabrier, Amanda
Chang, Panos Chantzis, James Chu, Devin Cline,
Benjamin Colvin, Sophie Dekoningteasdale,
Christopher Delafuente, Anthony Di Iorio, Daniel
Dickstein, Jennifer Dilzell, Nicholas Dougert,
Amanda Garfinkel, Briana Goncalves, Kelsey
Greenfield, Aileen Grogan, Bridget Grogan, Eric
Hagstrom, Tara Handza, James Hughes, Michael
Irving, Jennifer Jeanlouis, Christopher Jenkins,
Melinda Jimenez, Kathryn Kiefer, Hsiaoting Ko,
Rachel Kreutzer, Christopher Latimer, Jenna

Leopold, Alice Li, Jason Lipschutz, Justin Lo,
Amanda Lojo, Maria Lomaka, Amber Lutey,
Catherine Maguire, Ezra Margolin, Joseph
Martoglio, Joseph Mc Grath, Kathryn Millen,
Charlotte Morabito, Natalie Morrison, Daniel
Morse, Anna Morton, Alyson Moskowitz, Shannon Murray, Taylor Murtishaw, Lauren Nemiroff,
Elaheh Nozari, Mairead Oboyle, Nicole
Papadopoulos, Kiran Patankar, Thomas Purcell,
David Pusar, Ryan Ragoza, Anne Re, Casey
Reimlinger, Samantha Ritter, Daniel Russo,
Abigail Ryan, Brigid Ryan, Matthew Scharpf,
Joshua Schwartz, Jeannette Sharpless, Christopher Sheehan, Melissa Shulman, Erieneheidi
Sidhom, Amanda Simmons, Vivek Sinanan,
Moira Smith, Marisa Stotter, Marguerite Sulmont,
Ravi Tamboli, Dean Thompson, Michael Tormey,
Alexa Vendetti, Stephanie Wang, Jennifer
Weidman, Amy Weiss, Andrew Weiss, George
Wharam, Peter Williams, Bianca Wong, Alan
Workman, Julianne Yee, Joseph Yoo, Patrick
Younger, Danielle Zamarelli, Daniel Zavaro,
Arielle Ziering, Tara Zierler, Steven Zilberberg

11th Grade Regular
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.
Jennifer Ames, Elizabeth Antonelli, Paul
Bai, Jonathan Berman, Tessa Bohman, Vlad
Bouchouev, Sally Bregman, Amy Brown, Erin
Cahill, Shelby Carlin, Alexa Cassaro, Alexis

NOW THEY KNOW THEIR ABC’S…Oratory Preparatory School seniors
Peter Arre and Scotch Plains’ Joe Lepri volunteered to bundle the donations of
diapers, wipes and toiletries, and transport them all to the Area Baby Center
storage facility at the all boys’ Roman Catholic School’s Newman Hall on Bedford
Avenue in Summit. The 120-year-old Tudor building at Oratory Prep is the pickup location for parents in need of emergency diaper supplies for their infants.

Oratory Prep Partners
With Children’s Charity
SUMMIT – Students, faculty and
staff members of Oratory Preparatory School in Summit, an all boys’
institution, ran a drive for baby supplies for the Area Baby Center (ABC)
charity of Summit.
The charity houses its diapers,
wipes and supplies in Newman Hall,
the 120-year-old Tudor building on
Bedford Avenue owned by Oratory
Prep, which is celebrating its 100th
year.
During the season of Lent, the
school community was encouraged
by Dean of Students and religion
teacher Michael St. Pierre to give to
this specific charity.
“This is a season of sacrifice and
giving,” Mr. St. Pierre said of the
recent drive.
He said he felt it was fitting that the
school community should think of the
“littlest of Christ’s flock.” Each morning before school, the boys and their
parents brought in diapers, wipes and
toiletries for infants and piled high
their donations in the school’s lobby.

WF’s McCabe Inducted
Into Phi Beta Kappa
WESTFIELD – Alison McCabe, a
resident of Westfield, was elected to
the Iota Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa
Society at Gettysburg College.
Alison is a member of the Class of
2008.
Founded in 1923, the Iota Chapter
at Gettysburg College is one of 242
chapters at colleges and universities
nationwide, and one of 19 Phi Beta
Kappa chapters in Pennsylvania.
Since the chapter’s chartering, more
than 1,600 students have been elected
to membership at Gettysburg College, signifying their “scholarship,
character, love of learning and promise of achievement.”

Oratory Prep School, which does
not have a mandatory communityservice component to its school curriculum, encourages food drives,
clothing drives and donations to charities like Bridges Outreach Inc. of
Summit and ABC throughout the year.
The Summit Women’s Club established the (ABC) in June 1999. ABC
helps more than 60 families and distributes more than 8,500 diapers
monthly for babies from disadvantaged families in the local community.
As part of its goal, ABC said the
public must “understand it is only as
strong as its weakest member.” It is
the group’s desire to help these young
members of the next generation.
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Constantine, Anthony De Paolo, Joshua
Einbinder, Mark Fischetti, Michael Foley, Shannon Foley, Elizabeth Fredas, Zachary Friss, Dan
Fussman, Sophia Geskin, Danielle Gillyard, Ryan
Gradel, Pamela Hernandez, Monica Hong, Matthew Isabella, Gabrielle Jakub, Christopher Joyce,
Sneha Kakileti, Ross Kettleson, Da Kim, Jacob
Lang, Joseph Lee, Elizabeth Lisooey, Allison
Lowenstein, Erin Lukowiak, Gregory Luppescu,
Taylor Manetti, Nicholas Mavrogiannis, Elizabeth Mccarthy, Julia Murphy, Gian Nieto, Evan
Paulan, Katherine Payne, William Perry, Andrea
Petrarca, Matthew Pogue, Ross Pohling,
Alexander Powell, Edward Purcell, Samuel
Rackear, Christopher Rhodes, Bessie Roca,
Nicole Rosenberg, Hannah Rubin, Todd
Saunders, Maxwell Scher, Jonathan Simon, Colleen Smith, Caitlin Steele, Christian Stiles, Ellen
Straus, Kimberly Townsend, Ross Tucker,
Alexandra Tunis, Douglas Velasco, Julia Watkins,
Timothy Woods, Kyle Wright

12th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PTA/ALLIANCE LINEUP…In conjunction with the Mountainside Municipal
Alliance, Mountainside PTA Parent Education Chairwoman Marianne Jennings,
left, presented Keith Dunn, second from left, an Internet safety educator, at the
district’s parent education seminar. Also shown are Mountainside Municipal
Alliance members Corinne Moore and Officer Andrew Huber.

Timothy Adamcik, Jessica Anderson, Marlee
Austin, Samantha Avis, Erin Bange, Jeremy
Bender, Claire Bennett, Anusuya Bharadwaj,
Matthew Blutfield, Lauren Brachman, Jennifer
Brotman, Nina Brownstone, Caitlin Burke, Emma
Byer, Andrew Calvaruso, Jessica Campo, Alex
Chaves, Patrick Clancy, Catherine Cognetti,
Jordana Confino, Marlena Cortese, Kyle Cortley,
Lauren Couture, Emily Cozzi, Barbara Dagosto,
Julie Daurio, Joshua David, Benjamin Dornfeld,
Katherine Douglas, Rose Driscoll, Evan Einstein,
Evan Eisenberg, William Eisenberg, Andrea Ellis,
Elizabeth Engel, Josefine Eriksson, Craig
Esposito, John Falzon, Matthew Feniger, Renee
Ferio, Cornelius Fitzpatrick, Benjamin Flast,
Andrew Foltzmorrison, Tara Fowler, Christopher Franks, Ashley Freudenheim, Evan Friedman, Matthew Gelmetti, William Geltzeiler, Matthew Gralla, Allison Grasso, Rachel Gray, Britta
Greene, Peter Griesmer, Diane Hagmann, Elizabeth Harbaugh, Brandon Heroux, Caitlin Hewett,
Benjamin Hiller, Jonathan Holt, Alexandria Hurtt,
Neil Huskey, Rachel Iannazzone, Melanie Jackson, Samuel Johnson, Christine Kandigian, Maria
Kheyman, Jaclyn Kirna, Ross Kleiman,
Alexander Kopp, Stephanie Korunow, Alison
Lambert, Max Lazar, Kathryn Lewis, Toni Ma,
Mitchael Mahar, Benjamin Maimon, Daniel
Markowski, Gillian Mcgovern, Rebecca Mcnulty,
Pratik Mehta, Michael Melillo, Kimberly
Morawski, Marissa Mumford, Haley Mustard,
Kate O’connor, Ellen Obrien, Gabrielle Oleary,
Aditi Parekh, Andrew Patel-Schneider, Alexandra
Pecora, Maya Pincus, Stephanie Pinheiro, Ioanna
Protogiannis, Carolyn Raphael, Michael Rediker,
Josephine Reinhardt, Crista Ricci, Katherine
Roberts, Stephanie Rowe, Kirk Sabnani, Tessa
Schaaf, Sari Schwartz, Erin Scialabba, Daniel
Selert, Roshni Shah, Kevin Shallcross, Jordan
Sharif, Anna Smith, Vincent Spinelli, Casey
Steinberg, Alannah Suchomel, Jacqueline Sull,
Kelli Sullivan, Liane Sullivan, Anthony Szwarc,
Lindsay Tishberg, Christine Tolias, Joseph VallLlobera, Melissa Virzi, Daniela Weiner, Lauren
Weiner, Kristian Wendel, Hannah Wharam, John
Wilt, Domenick Wissel, Tianyou Xu, Trevor
Yee, Xinyi Zhang

PTA/Alliance Hosts
Internet Safety Demo
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Keith Dunn
doesn’t look like a 12-year-old girl,
but hidden behind a computer screen,
who can tell the difference? That’s a
distinct advantage for the former-detective-turned-Internet-safety-educator who spoke before an audience of
concerned parents at the Deerfield
School on March 31.
In addition to working closely with
federal, state and local law enforcement to help catch the steady stream
of online predators who roam the
Internet, 24/7, Mr. Dunn travels nonstop, taking his online safety show on
the road to schools across America.
He is the founder of kdcop.com, a
website that offers Internet safety tips
and features filtering and monitoring
software. The Mountainside Alliance
and the Mountainside PTA co-sponsored the program, which was also
presented to, and tailored for, students
at the middle school earlier in the day.
Principal Jeanette Baubles told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “We are fortunate to have a PTA that actively
seeks out valuable resources to share
with the school community on behalf
of our students.”
Connecting his laptop to the
Internet and projecting it onto an oversized screen, Mr. Dunn illustrated for
parents, in real time, what happens
when unsecured personal profiles are
posted by children using the popular
AOL instant-messaging program,
AIM (AOL Instant Messenger).
Posing as “Katy,” a 12-year-old
girl whose AIM profile listed her favorite pastime as ballet, Mr. Dunn
received more than 30 messages from
complete strangers, all too happy to
strike up a conversation.
After Mr. Dunn/Katy entered the
letters “asc,” a teen-speak acronym
for “age, sex check,” the screen names
revealed they were all male and mostly
over the age of 40.
PTA Parent Education chairperson
Marianne Jennings said, “It was
shocking how that, in the matter of
minutes, there were so many messages from older men preying on a
[supposed] 12-year-old girl.”

12th Grade Regular
Honor Roll, 2nd M.P.
James Adams, Alexandra Annis, Stephen
Aswad, Dennis Bartsch, Danielle Bercovicz,
Andres Betancourt, Samantha Chu, Andrew
Cunningham, Ian Devaney, Michael Dibble,
Alison Donohue, Kerriann Dooley, Michele
Eniclerico, Danielle Evans, Lauren Frankfort,
Matthew Fritz, Alexander Fruchtman, Nicholas Fusaro, Emily Fusco, Ariel Gale, Rachel
Ganz, Aidan Granstrand, Matthew Green,
Thomas Hogaboom, James Hooperhamersley,
Henry Kaye, Angela Kerins, Kristen Koepfler,
Tim Kuehn, Robert La Forge, Eunsol-Victoria
Lee, John Levidy, Wenceslao Lopez, Suzanne
Lorusso, Matthew Loughlin, Allison
Macdonald, Rajmonda Maliqi, Pamela Marks,
Holly Messina, Katherine Meylor, Christopher Miller, Erin Miller, Chelsea Moxley, Gregory Nelson, Christina Obiajulu, Gregory
Obrien, Roberto Olivares, Daniel Papush,
Corrine Parkinson, Rachel Patterson, Gerard
Pierre, Evan Porch, Alice Pyo, Stephanie
Quinton, Daniel Ramalho, Charles Read, Bena
Reiter, Rebecca Reyman, Jorie Richlinzack,
Kimberly Ripperger, Robert Scaliti, Kelly
Seeger, Danielle Sgalardi, Elizabeth Shannon,
Jessica Sheft-Ason, Megan Sherman, Deborah
Siegel, Patrick Thomson, Charles Tripp, Julia
Valentin, Brittany Vansickle, Alexa Vella,
Nicole Venezia, Bethany Verdone, Paul
Waksman, Lindsay Walsh, Emily Walus, Cindy
Wang, Arielle Wegbreit, Hannah Weisman,
Cathryn Winchester, Matthew Wolski, Kirsten
Woodfield, Zachary Zervas

Throughout the presentation, Mr.
Dunn discussed the warning signs parents should be aware of and what they
can do to safeguard their children
against the dangers of the Internet.
“I’m not here to tell you how to
parent,” Mr. Dunn said throughout the
meeting; instead, he offered practical
advice and identified some indicators.
Mr. Dunn noted, “We can never
keep up or catch up to [all] sexual
predators in society.” He also recommended parents learn some acronyms,
starting with “mirl” (meet in real life).
He reported that one out of five children are asked to meet in “real life”
by lurkers on the Internet.
He revealed to the crowd that, according to a show of hands from
students in his afternoon assembly,
parents should believe the reported
statistics – three out of five children
receive unwanted, sexually explicit
instant messages.
Mr. Dunn addressed questions from
the audience about social networking
sites, such as Myspace and Friendster
– Internet sites where students post
profiles and talk to friends, as well as
strangers.
He noted that earlier in the day,
most students said that they had more
than 100 “friends” on their social
networking sites.
Aside from the usual recommendations of using parental controls and
keeping the computer in a common
area, such as a living room, Mr. Dunn
recommended parents routinely review their child’s buddy lists and
know his or her profiles, as well as all
user name and passwords.
Mr. Dunn said any parent who suspects his or her child is being exploited online should contact the
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children at ncmec.org.
Unfortunately, few, if any, children
who receive unwanted messages will
inform their parents. According to Mr.
Dunn, only 15 percent of children who
receive a sexual solicitation online will
tell a parent because they do not want
to lose computer privileges.
Perhaps there is no better place to
find online safety tips than on the
Internet itself – parents can learn more
by logging onto kdcop.com.

CLASSES FOR ADULTS AND TEENAGERS

NEW YOGA - PILATES CLASSES

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Interim Principal Dennis Fyffe
announced the second marking period honor roll for the 2007-2008
school year.
Westfield High School recognizes
student achievement every marking
period at two levels: Honor Roll and
Distinguished Honor Roll.
For the classes of 2006 and 2007, a
student must attain all A’s in academic subjects and no grade below a
B in any non-academic subject for
inclusion on the Distinguished Honor
Roll, or a grade of A or B on all
subjects, academic or non-academic,
for inclusion on the Honor Roll.
Beginning with the class of 2008,
determination of inclusion on the
Honor Roll will be based on the following criteria: for the Distinguished
Honor Roll, the GPA must be between 3.75 and 4.0, with no grade
lower than a B. For the Honor Roll,
the GPA must be between 3.5 and
3.74, with no grade lower than a B.
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CAMP
RIVERBEND

STARTS APRIL 28

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, April 26
11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, April 27)
Monday April 21, from 3pm to 7pm
Thursday April 24, from 3pm to 7pm
Saturday April 26, from 1pm to 4pm
Monday April 28, from 3pm to 7pm

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

Wed. April 23 at 8:30pm for beginners
Sat. April 26 at 12:30pm for beginners
Sat. April 26 at 2pm for experienced practitioners
Or by appointment any Mondays at 10:50am,
Tuesdays at 8:20pm or Thursdays at 5:20pm

Bring

amily
Your FMeet
to
mily!
u
O r Fa

Christian Pre-School / Day Care
Full & Half Day Programs Available
Kindergarten with After Care
Safe, Nurturing Environment

1171 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains, New Jersey

908-322-9222

Please RSVP by April 23 rd

1-888-THE CAMP
www.campriverbend.com

116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that
no other high school
in New Jersey can?

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT
First United Methodist Church
of Scotch Plains

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

A Jesuit Education.
Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
109 communities in New Jersey and New York have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep
"a second home."

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 20

 2:00

- 4:00PM

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400



WWW.SPPREP.ORG

1872
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GOINES, NIELSEN, COLINERI, MAHONEY SPARK ‘O’

Softball Raiders Rally in 5th,
Sack Villa Walsh Vikings, 6-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Former professional baseball player
“Wee Willie” Keeler, who played for
the New York Highlanders around the
turn of the 20th Century made the
comment, “Keep your eye clear and
hit ‘em where they ain’t.”
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team took that advice
to score five runs on five hits and five
steals in the fifth inning to overcome

visiting Villa Walsh Academy of
Morristown, 6-3, on April 2.
That five-run spark began with the
metal bat of Raider third baseman
Saxony Nielsen, who plopped an infield single just out of the reach of the
first baseman and second baseman,
and it ended with a blazing RBI double
from second baseman Stephanie
Goines. Nielsen, who did score in the
fifth, also had a triple in the second
inning and Goines also had an RBI

triple in the first.
“In the first inning, they were hitting them where we weren’t. We had
to battle back from that in the fifth
inning. It was a total team effort,” said
Raider Head Coach Kelly Covert,
who added, “This year Saxony plays
more relaxed. She was definitely our
spark.”
Both teams played remarkably well
defensively for the opening day of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTINUING THE OFFENSIVE PRESSURE…Blue Devil A.J. Murray, No. 15, steps to the plate with the bases loaded
in the second inning. Mike Melillo, on third, gets to trot home to score when Murray draws a walk.

JENKINS FANS 10 IN 4 INNINGS, ENTIRE TEAM PLAYS

Blue Devil Nine De-Feathers
Cardinals, 16-2, in 5 Innings
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NAILING THE RUNNER AT SECOND…Raider shortstop Nicole Colineri finishes putting the tag on Lady Viking Michelle
Tarantula, No. 6, after Raider catcher Nikki Mineo’s fine throw in the second inning.

LIEBOWITZ SHOOTS 2 OVER 38, EAGLES PAR 4 SECOND

Blue Devil Golfers Eradicate
St. Benedict’s Prep, 156-229
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Co-Captain Dan Liebowitz
shot a two-over par 38 in the front
nine at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield to lead the 3-0 Westfield
High School golf team to a 156-229
victory over St. Benedict’s Prep on
April 3. The Blue Devils had beaten
Summit on April Fools Day and Linden on April 3.
Liebowitz had an eagle two on the
short but dangerous par four, 247yard second hole. He drove the elevated green and made the putt. His
teammates also turned in fine scores.
Pat Clancy and Mike Fietkowicz each
came in at 39 and Co-Captain Nick
LiVolsi shot a 40.
In the match against Summit,
Liebowitz and freshman Sean Elliot
both turned in par 36 scores but the
Blue Devils have a lot of depth with
eight fine players and they also have
a lot of motivation for this season,
since they were dethroned for the

Watchung Conference crown and the
Union County Tournament crown by
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood last year.
“We were pretty upset last year
with our performance in both tournaments. That was definitely one of
their better teams in the past couple of
years but they graduated two or three
seniors. This year we have a lot of
new players on the team, who should
help winning those tournaments a lot
easier. We still have to work really
hard. That’s one of our main goals
this year,” Liebowitz said. “We have
an outstanding freshmen, Sean Elliot.
He won our tryout by a big margin.
He will be a big factor. We have a
couple of sophomores with Dave
Athenson, Kevin Russell, Mike
Fietkiewicz and all of the new guys,
who have improved over the past
year,” said Liebowitz.
With his par performance against
Summit and his fine score against St.
Benedict’s Prep, Liebowitz commented, “I have been playing pretty

well. I’m getting used to the cold
weather. Everyone has been playing
pretty consistently.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Junior fireballer Chris Jenkins got
an opportunity to work on his pitches
and he did quite well by fanning 10
batters in four innings on the mound
in Westfield’s 16-2, five-inning blitz
of the visiting Plainfield baseball team
on April 7. His mastery on the mound
allowed every Blue Devil get into the
act offensively in the 14-hit bombardment.
Jenkins sat down the first four batters he faced before Cardinal Eldon
Hildago popped out to second base
and only two Cardinals managed to
reach base against him. In the third
inning, Robert Rosario tapped a slow
dribbler to the right side, causing
some hesitation near first base, and in
the fourth inning, with freshman A.J.
Murray behind the plate, Jenkins
walked the leadoff batter before striking out the next three.
“To me it was a very workmanlike
four innings. He just went out there

and got his work in so he’s ready to go
for the games this weekend,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster.
“He was throwing strikes. He didn’t
throw a lot of breaking pitches. He
was working on his fastball, working
on how to spot it, get it to move a little
bit.”
Senior Justin Olsen caught the first
three innings and his chemistry with
Jenkins was in sync. With Murray
catching, Jenkins may have had some
adjustment problems resulting in the
walk but he made them quickly.
“It probably had a little to do with
it. He was unsure of where to throw,”
commented coach Brewster.
Before all the players got into the
act, the Blue Devils plated two runs in

the first and eight more in the second.
Olsen contributed an RBI single and
an RBI sacrifice fly. Mike Melillo (2for-3, 2 runs scored) drilled a two-run
single to spark the second inning and
Matt Loughlin singled, scored twice
and had an RBI in the inning. Evan
Einstein had a pair of singles and two
runs scored in the two innings
Mike Cappiello (2-for-2, 2 runs
scored) sparked the five-run third with
a two-run single. Murray (2 RBI) had
an RBI sac fly, Mike Mosier rapped
an RBI double, Mark Melino singled
and Ryan Brand punched an RBI
single. Evan Shapiro, who walked in
the inning, finished 2-for-3 with three
runs scored. Jesse Embry lined an
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

“Save the Date”
SUMMER TRAVEL
BASEBALL TRYOUTS
Sunday, May 4

BULLDOG BASKETBALL CAMP

Westfield Blue Devils
PAL Flag Rugby
Summer 2008

Union County Rugby Football Club introduces
Westfield Blue Devils PAL Flag Rugby – Summer 2008
Co-Ed Non-contact Flag Rugby
SID FAY and HOULIHAN FIELDS, Westfield

For boys & girls in grades 2-8
June 23 - June 27
And/Or
July 7 – July 11

Age Groups
OWLS
FALCONS
HAWKS
EAGLES

SPECIALIZING IN:
CAMP VETS NOTE TIME CHANGE

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Jonathan Dayton High School
Springfield, NJ

Sports Highlight Videos
Theatrical Events
DVD Duplication
Internet Commercials
Filming and Editing

th

5-6 yrs
7-9 yrs Practice – Tuesday & Thursday 6:15-7:30
9-10 yrs Games – Saturday Mornings
11-13 yrs

Fees:
$80.00 ($65 each additional child)
Included in price:
Rugby Ball, Official Team Shirt, Playing Shorts & Socks
Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in a fun and
enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are involved on an equal basis.
Parents wishing to volunteer to help with practices or running home events
most welcome.

Camp Director
Dave Campbell
Dayton Girls Assistant Coach

(908) 612-5710

For more information please contact:

www.curlfilms.com

dcam4@optonline.net

th

June 17 – July 26

For more information or to sign up go to mudturtlerugby.com
Or please contact:
Diane Dabulas 908-591-7027 or dabulasj@comcast.net
Paul Harbaugh 908-370-4131 or paulh@hcicg.net

SCOTCH PLAINS WELCOME

ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER ʹ SEARCH FOR HOMES ʹ NEIGHBORHOOD SALES REPORT
FREE MARKET EVALUATION of YOUR HOME - FREE BUYER & SELLER GUIDES .. and MORE !!

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com
GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

Cell:

908-477-5379

Email:

George@BipsRE.com

YOUR FULL-TIME, EXPERIENCED, TECH SAVVY REAL ESTATE PRO ͙͘SERVING BUYERS, SELLERS & INVESTORS

Page 12

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Devil’s Den

Blue Devil Boys Get Second
At Kearny Track Relays
Seniors Adam Bergo and Malcolm
Allen took top honors in the long
jump with a combined distance of
41’9.75” to lead the Westfield High
School boys track & field team to
second place in Division 2 with a
total of 45 at the Kearny Relays on
April 5 in Kearny. Morristown won
the team title with a total of 68 and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed eighth
with 21 points.
Bergo and Mike Wikander placed
second in the team high jump with a
height of 11’8”. Bergo, Jhakyse Williams, Mike Mathews and Craig
Cognetti placed fourth in the 4x200
with a time of 1:34.6. Bergo then
teamed with Cognetti and Donny
deRojas to grab fourth in the intermediate hurdles with a time of 3:10.3.
Blue Devils Alex Tarlow, Andrew
Flood, Patrick Gray and Josh
Einbinder placed second in the 4x800
with a time of 8:19.3. Mike Weinberg,
Manny Mills, Gerard Pierre and
Flood finished second in the sprint
medley at 3:48.6. Einbinder, Patrick
Gray, Tarlow and Tianyou Xu finished fourth in the distance medley
with a time of 11:19.5. Dan
Markowski and Tim Woods grabbed
fourth in the pole vault with a height
of 22 feet.
Raiders Mike Alleman and Jason
Boff won the discus event with a

distance of 273’6”. Alleman and
company placed second in the shot
put with a distance of 102’1”. The
Raiders also tied for fourth in the
high jump with a clearance of 11’4”.
The Raider girls placed sixth in
their division with a total of 33 and
the Blue Devil girls placed eighth
with 23 points. Blue Devils Tessa
Schaaf, Rose Driscoll, Lisa Nehring
and Cat Cognetti crossed second in
the 4x800 with a time of 10:02.4 and
the Raiders finished sixth at 10:30.4.
The Raiders took third in the 4x400
with a time of 4:15.6 and fourth in
the sprint medley with a time of
4:29.9. Blue Devils Aileen Grogan
(800), Cognetti (400), Driscoll
(1200) and Nehring (1600) finished
third in the distance medley relay
with a time of 13:22.7, while the
Raiders finished sixth at 13:52.8.
Blue Devils Crista Ricci and Christina Obiajulu tied for fourth in the
high jump with a height of 9’4” and
the Raiders tied for fifth at 9’2”.
Raiders Carlaya Jones and Erin Rossi
took sixth in the shot put with a
distance of 63’1”
The Raiders took fifth in the long
jump with a distance of 28’8.25”
followed by Blue Devils Claire
Stevens-Haas and Kelly Irving at
28’7.25. The Raider also placed sixth
in the discus at 162’5”.

Watchung Hills Warriors Top
SPF Raider Baseballers, 6-3
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team dropped a 6-3
decision to Watchung Hills on April
2 in Warren. The Warriors, who totaled eight hits, improved to 2-0,
while the Raiders, who had six hits,
slipped to 0-1.
The Raiders scored a run in the
third inning when Joe D’Annunzio
hit a double to drive in Marcus Rivera.
The other two runs were scored in
the seventh when D’Annunzio
blasted a home run with Tom Hercel
aboard.
The Raiders’ defense committed
two errors. Will Hubbard pitched
three and two-thirds innings and
yielded five walks, six hits and five

runs. Warrior Jesse Ross pitched all
seven innings and had eight strikeouts
and three walks.
The Warriors scored three runs in
the first. Brian Macellara doubled,
Ross reached safely on an error at
third and Patrick Doyle walked.
Christian Spurr drilled a two-run
double and Doyle scored on a sacrifice fly.
Two more Warriors scored in the
fourth. After a leadoff triple,
Macellara whacked an RBI double
and was later caught stealing. Ross
doubled and scored on Doyle’s
double. In the sixth, Travis Zilg
singled, advanced on Ross’s double
and scored on Doyle’s sac fly.

JOHN ASLANIAN
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Top WHS Catchers:
Olsen Joins the List
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

People used to refer to Southern
Cal as “Tailback U.” Both Alabama
and Penn State have been known as
“Linebacker U.” Tiny Miami University in Ohio is the “cradle of coaches.”
That got me to thinking, what is the
one position that is best identified
with WHS sports?
You could definitely make a really
strong case for several, including (and
I apologize in advance for any names
overlooked, or edited out to cut these
down to top 10s or 5s):
Running backs (Waring, Beane,
Dougherty, McGinley, Kovacs,
Kehler, Kelly, Woolfolk, Brand,
Giacone);
Linebackers (Turpin, McGinley,
Braun, Hendershott, Jackson, Zitch,
Kerr, McNally, Dowling, Daly);
Goalies, in field hockey (Rennicks,
Diemer, Carnevale), girls soccer (Williams, Nusse, Sinnenberg) and boys
soccer (Gillin, Brodo, Cutro,
O’Brien);
Pitchers, in baseball (List, Chlan,
Anderson, Tokash, Stember,
Knobloch, Factor, Stock, Infantino,
K. Williams), and softball (Bell,
Kasko, Dame, Saito, MacDonald);
Tennis players, both boys
(Richardson, Krakora, Robinson,
Shendell, Deer), and girls (Fromer,
Schmidt, Daaleman, Federici,
Kessler);
Divers (Clotworthy, Welch,
McCoy, Gass, Schaub, Mutz,
Schramm, Krakora, Posyton,
Frawley).
But the one position The Den feels
best represents WHS sports over the
years is the catcher position in baseball. While a good catcher is usually
critical to a team’s success, it’s doubly important at WHS. Why? Because since 1962, when WHS moved
its games from Tamaques 2 to Edison
Junior High School, the importance
of a good catcher has been magnified,
given the space between home plate
and the backstop. And almost all of
the top catchers were also outstanding hitters.
Here are the players, starting in
1900 and where names were available, who have worn the “tools of
ignorance” at WHS:
1900-19: Brown (1900), Clark and
Harris (1901), R. Browne (1909), Pete

Hunt (1910), Elliott (1912), H. Bourne
(1914-5), Leo Marenghi (1914, 1916),
Ray Welch and Watkins Murphy
(1917), Ed Moore (1918), Tack Wilson and Art Corbett (1919);
1920s: Ernie Winter (1920), Elmer
Chattin (1921-22), Charles Wilson
(1923), Joe Pollack (1924-25), Vance
(1925), Jim Conway (1926), Walt
Edmonds (1927), Ray Harcombe
(1927-30);
1930s: Lee Waring (1931), Dom
Urciuoli (1932-33), Frank Ketcham
(1933), Al Long (1934), Dan
Goodfriend (1935-36), George Hess
(1937), Myers (1937), Ed Quinn
(1938), Sal Zollo and Harland Miller
(1939), Bill Evans (1938, 1940);
1940s: Jack Loeffler (1941-42),
Red MacCloskey (1943-44), Bobby
Dougherty (1945-46), Ed Rochat
(1947), Dave Townley (1948-50);
1950s: Dave Anderson (1950-51),
George Van Hart (1952), Art Horner
(1953), Nino Carnevale (1954-55),
Don Wright (1956), Pete Wilday
(1957-58), Jeff Torborg (1957-59);
1960s: Dick Myers (1960-62),
Charlie Widmer (1962-64), Jeff Bauer
(1965), Ed Down (1966-67), Bob
Brewster (1967-68), Scott Gillin
(1969-70);
1970s: Bill Napier (1971), Kurt
Stiefken (1972), Ira Thorne (1973),
John Salomone (1973-74), Scott
Jones and Bruce Jester (1975), Jamie
Vavoulis (1976), Bob Hearon (197778), Bob Bell (1979);
1980s: Andy Biggs (1980), Chris
Drabin and Tom Ripperger (1981),
Roger Brewster (1982-83), Dan
Grasso (1984), Chris Masterson
(1985-87), J.J. McKeon and Charlie
Ott (1988), Doug Sheldon (1989);
1990s: Ken Voorhees (1990), Chris
Battiloro and Paul Diemer (1991),
Seth Coren and Dan Higgins (199293), Ron Nobile (1994), Craig
Tinervin (1994-95), Bill Hedden
(1996-97), Dave Koye (1998), Brian
Flynn (1999-2000);
2000s: Josh Ludlum (2001-02),
Mike Murray (2003-06), Justin Olsen
(2007-08).
The most famous of the group would
be Jeff Torborg, who went on to catch
10 years in the major leagues after
earningAll-America honors at Rutgers.
Interestingly, the latest in the line is

Justin Olsen, who has already signed
to play collegiately at Rutgers.
And guys like Harcombe,
Goodfriend, Evans, Dougherty,
Townley, Myers, Widmer, Brewster,
Gillin, Hearon, Masterson, Tinervin,
Flynn, Ludlum and Murray would all
qualify as elite catchers.
Add Justin Olsen’s name to that
list. But for fate, the 6-foot-2, 200pound senior would be a three-year
starting catcher. Olsen’s sophomore
year, however, was also the senior
year of Murray, arguably the best
player in school history, a four-year
catcher and No. 3 hitter. So Olsen
handled right field that year. (Ironically, Murray’s younger brother A.J.
is a freshman this year and currently
plays right field, with a switch to
catcher expected for the following
three springs.)
“I enjoyed it in right field,” Olsen
said. “It was tough to adjust to it at
first, but I got the hang of it and
started to have fun learning a new
position.”
Olsen was born in London but his
family soon moved to Westfield in
1993. He has basically been a catcher
since his Little League days, under
coaches like Ray Connery and
Umberto Vall-Llobera.
“I also pitched back in Little
League, but that stopped once I moved
to the bigger field,” he said.
Olsen hit .420 as a sophomore and
.413 last spring. After batting third
last spring, Olsen is hitting cleanup
this year, behind sweet-swinging Evan
Shapiro. And, while Olsen hit a home
run on the first pitch he saw in the
opening-day win at Cranford, he
knows that being Westfield’s catcher
is his main responsibility.
“I’m well aware of WHS’s amazing tradition of producing outstanding catchers,” he said. “Coach Brew
does a good job getting the catchers
in shape and teaching us new aspects
of the game. You have to have to be a
good catcher with the (deep) backstop we have at our field.”
It’s sort of an Olsen family tradition,
too. Justin’s grandfather Harry was a
catcher, and older sister Jillian (’06)
was a two-year softball catcher at WHS
and is currently a “retired” sophomore
at The College of New Jersey.
But talk of Little League days and
traditions will have to be put aside for
the next few months, as Olsen and his
teammates tend to the business of
playing baseball. WHS won its 12th
Union County Tournament championship (and eighth under coach Bob
Brewster, an all-county catcher at
WHS) during Olsen’s sophomore
year, and last year’s season ended
with a sectional final loss to Edison,
just three wins short of what would’ve
been the school’s first state baseball
crown.
As far as his main goals for senior
year, Olsen came right to the point.
“To win states and win the county
tournament again,” Olsen said.
SOFTBALL, TOO
OK, you could also make a good
case for the tradition of outstanding
softball catchers at WHS, starting with
Hall of Famer Chris Diemer (197880), and then through Wendy Walbert
(1982-84), Kim Kumpf (1987-90),
Amy Korchak (1992-93), Taryn
McKenna (1994-95), Susan Phillips
(1997-99), Tara Dowling (2000-02),
Lauren Musacchia (2003-04), Jillian
Olsen (2005-06) and currently Kate
Kiefer (2007-08).
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
To avoid trouble, breathe through
the nose — it keeps the mouth shut.
TAKE A VOWEL
Temple once had a basketball player
named Bill Mlkvy, who scored 73
points in a game against Wilkes. The
fourth pick in the 1952 NBA Draft,
Mlkvy was known as “The Owl With-

See it all on the web in color . . .

Redefining Real Estate

www.goleader.com

100 R IVERSIDE D RIVE , C RANFORD
Sparkling 4 Bed 2 Bath Cape with curb appeal, a bright neutral décor and a Colonial
feel. Highlights include CAC, Living Room w/fireplace, formal Dining Room w/
sliders to deck, and spacious Master Suite w/private bath. Very special location
offers close proximity to all of Cranford’s downtown amenities yet has a park-like
ambiance, with the picturesque river just across the street.
Offered for $479,000
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
908.347-2042 ~cell
John.Aslanian@CBmoves.com
www.JohnAslanian.com

Devil of the Week
Emily Tebbetts
Softball

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

out a Vowel.”
On the other end of that spectrum
we present the opening day infield
for the WHS baseball team, also
known as the “All-Names Ending In
a Vowel Infield” – Mike Cappiello on
first, Mark Melino at second, Mike
Melillo at short and Matt Isabella at
third (with Shapiro at designated hitter).
“UNICO would be proud of our
infield,” coach Bob Brewster said.
Ironically, a mere 40 springs ago
Brewster was the catcher on WHS’s
famed “All-Glasses Infield,” which
included pitcher Frank Tokash, first
baseman Tom Schaible, second
baseman Richie Papaccio, third
baseman Jim Ohaus and shortstop
Larry Inkster.
LIST-LESS
With the recent in-prison death of
mass murderer John List, is there any
chance that the (not related to John)
List brothers, Dawson (’52), a former
WHS football captain/retired doctor,
and Bob (’55), a record-setting lefty
pitcher, will be the Lists people talk
about when the words Westfield and
List come up in the conversation at a
cocktail party or on a Google search?
ROOSEVELT vs. EDISON
The students and faculty of
Roosevelt Intermediate School will
take on the students and faculty of
Edison Intermediate School in the
first Roosevelt/Edison Charity Volleyball Classic on Wednesday, April
23, at 7 p.m. in the WHS varsity gym.
The event, which will hopefully
become an annual event, is sponsored
by the Westfield Jaycees to help raise
money for the Westfield Jaycees
Scholarship Foundation, which provides scholarship money to qualified
WHS seniors.
In addition to raising money, one of
the obvious benefits would be the
return of the one-time rivalry between
Roosevelt and Edison junior high
schools back in the ’50s and early
’60s. Plus it’s a chance to get a large
local crowd together and show its
town/school spirit, while seeing some
of your favorite teachers, like WHS
swim coaches Jeff Knight and Brooke
Smith, and WHS wrestling coach
Glen Kurz, competing.
The winning school will receive a
plaque that can be displayed in its
trophy case. Refreshments will be
sold and prizes awarded.
Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at
the door. For tickets or information,
call Brian Fitzpatrick at 908.400.1797
or go to www.westfieldjaycees.com.
NOBODY ASKED, BUT …
We’re once again going to start
beating the drums to have Tamaques
4 named Robert Turner Memorial
Field, in memory of the late coach of
the Westfield Merchants. Got a recent email from Scott Gillin, who
played catcher for Robert and the
Merchants in the early ’70s, and he
said their games were played on T-4.
So somebody tell me who do I see
about setting the wheels in motion to
honor Robert Turner?
IN PASSING
John Mavraganis passed away on
March 25 after a long battle with
cancer. John’s sons, Pete (’65) and
Ted (’71), were outstanding basketball players at WHS.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Emily Tebbetts.
The junior designated player broke
up a no-hitter in the bottom of the
seventh with an RBI triple, then scored
on an overthrow to lead WHS to a 21 softball victory over Immaculata.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with complaints, comments and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

“You Gotta Have Faith”
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 4/13/08 • 1-4pm
10 West Holly Street

Cranford . . . Charming simplicity . . .Conveniently located near NYC
transportation and downtown Cranford this 3 Bedroom Colonial is something
special. The inviting Living Room has a beautiful fireplace and plenty of
room for large parties! Gracious entertaining will be yours in this formal
Dining Room with beautiful wood floors and crown molding. Wonderfully
updated, the kitchen is bright and cheery! Maple cabinetry, newer appliances,
and granite counter tops are some of the terrific features this eat-in kitchen
offers. Offered at $549,900.

Faith A. Maricic

Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029

www.NJTopHomes.com

Fanwood . . . Wonderful charm and detail are found throughout this beautiful
Colonial. An inviting floor plan includes 3 bedrooms and 1.5 baths. The
lovely living room is highlighted by a brick fireplace and crown molding. A
gorgeous stained glass window in the formal dining room creates an
atmosphere, perfect for fine dining. The inside of the home was recently
painted and all the wood floors have been beautifully refinished. Situated
on large lot this home is ideally located to Fanwood’s downtown and
transportation. Just Listed - $424,500.

Westfield . . . A colonial that brings back memories of a by-gone era: wide
porch, high ceilings, French Doors, beautiful woodwork, & magnificent
windows! This authentic 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Arts and Crafts Colonial is an
architectural masterpiece, rich in detail & drenched in History. This home
was carefully updated, keeping true period details, throughout the house. The
Kitchen is highlighted by Crown Point cabinetry and top of the line appliances.
Set on a picturesque lot, this handsome Colonial is just a short distance to the
charming downtown and NYC Transportation. New Price - $759,900.

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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Baseball Win over Cougars Is
Big Boost for Blue Devil Nine
put the gun on you for the first two
innings and then they will put the gun
No joke! Westfield High School on you at the end to see how much
baseball Head Coach Bob Brewster you’ve lost. He was still throwing
has been quite pleased with his team’s about 90 mile an hour. Chris admitted
4-1 opening day victory over Cranford he felt tired at the end, so we will take
on April Fools Day, not just with the that to our advantage, get him runstellar performance of junior pitcher ning a little more and strengthen him
Chris Jenkins, but with the overall up a little bit.”
Although his bread and butter
team performance.
“The place was packed with re- pitches are fastballs, Jenkins did have
porters. After the game, my father command of his off-speed pitches.
“He had one change-up he threw,
said to me, ‘Holy Mackerel! This is
like a state championship, county fi- the kid swung and it seemed like a
nals all rolled into one.’ They (The second-and-a-half later the ball was
Star-Ledger) came out with the play- caught. When a guy is throwing a ball
ers to watch throughout the state. that hard, you see the ball, you swing,”
There were three kids in that game, said Brewster. “Then he threw a fullwho were players to watch,” said count slider. You know he was on
coach Brewster. “But the shining star because he struck 12 out and seven of
was the guy, whose name wasn’t there, them were looking. Against a team
like Cranford, which is as good a
Chris Jenkins.”
Jenkins threw 114 pitches, fanned team around, it is a feather in his cap.”
The suggested players to watch were
12 Cougars and walked only three in
his two-hit performance. Two of the Cougars, Andrew Ciencin and first
walks came in the sixth inning when baseman Dan Moreno, and Blue Devil
catcher Justin Olsen. Ciencin lofted a
the Cougars scored their only run.
shallow fly ball to right
caught by second
baseman Mark Melino,
which allowed Rob
Colineri to score in the
bottom of the sixth, and
Moreno struck out to
end that inning.
“I think it was the
defensive play of the
game. I thought it was
a fly ball to (right
fielder A. J.) Murray
but the wind just
knocked it straight
down and Melino made
an over-the-shoulder
catch,” Brewster described.
Olsen, however,
blasted a first-pitch
solo home run in the
second and rapped a
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIREBALLER…Blue Devil pitcher Chris Jenkins leadoff single to spark
struck out 12 Cougars in a seven-inning game, then he a three-run surge in the
sixth. With Olsen and
fanned 10 Cardinals in four innings.
Mike Cappiello on
“Chris pitched a very strong ball base, Murray, a freshman, thumped a
game. He was fired up and he pitched two-run triple then Matt Isabella
very well. They (reporters) were here tapped an RBI single.
“Justin hit an absolute line drive
and they saw him pitch against
Bayonne. I’m not sure if they realized over that fence,” said Brewster. “A.J.
how hard the kid did throw,” said Murray hit a line drive over the
Brewster. “I know there were a num- leftfielder’s head. That opened up the
ber of guns on him on Tuesday against game for us and Matt came up with a
Cranford. Somebody told me they very, very timely hit.”
It appeared to be a matter of interhad him as high as 94 in the game and
they had him consistently at 90 in the pretation as to how many hits the
seventh inning. When people are look- Blue Devils had.
“We felt we had nine hits. There
ing at pitchers, one thing they are
looking at is arm strength. They will was one hit in the hole and the third
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

baseman knocked it down on Justin
and had no play. Another one was hit
in the hole with Mike Mellilo. The
kid knocked the ball down and had no
play and the other one was a weird
play. The ball was hit off (Evan)
Einstein, a lefty batter, between third
and short,” said Brewster. Einstein
actually reached first but the Blue
Devil runner, who had already
rounded second, was nailed returning to second.
Olsen’s command behind the plate
was, “probably the finest game he’s
played in high school. He didn’t throw
anybody out stealing but his calling of
pitches was probably the most superior effort out of him,” Brewster said.
“He used his head. We have a sign
where we signal to the pitcher just to
shake his head. It’s just a signal to say
‘shake your head.’ The batter’s now
looking for something that is not a
fastball and, with a guy who throws as
fast as him, the ball is by you. That’s
why we caught seven looking.”
Westfield
Cranford
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BIG DAY FOR THE DESIGNATED HITTER…Blue Devil junior Emily Tebbetts slides safely into third base against
Immaculata. Tebbetts tripled and scored the winning run on a throwing error in the bottom of the seventh inning.

TEBBETTS RAPS GAME WINNER, MATTHEW FANS 10

Blue Devils Rally in 7th, Top
Immaculata Softballers, 2-1

4
1

Blue Devils Rock
Cardinals, 16-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

By FRED LECOMTE

RBI double in the fourth. Mike Lanno
walked twice and scored twice in the
game and Matt Isabella scored once.
“I was pleased. Everybody got a
chance. Everybody swung the bat
well. I look at this. Every kid was
hitting the ball. I’m thinking in various games, I’m going to give a variety
of kids chances and see what they can
do. A lot of the kids, who came off the
bench, got base hits. It keeps everybody fresh. There might be a game
where we go eight, nine, ten innings
and we need a pinch hitter or backup
guys, who are ready to go. It’s just
like the pros. They got to work to
keep ready all the time. I try to do the
same thing with some of our kids,
who didn’t play all the time. In the
next game, we will do the same thing.
We will play some kids in different
spots,” said coach Brewster. “One of
the things I always preach is get the
bat on the ball. Get the ball in play!
Things happen!”
The Blue Devils will ramp up their
competition by hosting Livingston
this Saturday, April 12, followed by a
showdown with rival Scotch PlainsFanwood in Westfield on Monday,
April 14.

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Emily Tebbetts, the junior designated hitter was the main attraction
when she tripled in the tying run and
scored on a throwing error to give the
Westfield High School softball team a
2-1 victory over Immaculata in the
season opener in Westfield on April 2.
Junior right-hand pitcher Cyndil
Matthew, last year’s Union County
Softball Player of the Year, scattered
six hits, sat down 10 batters and walked
one. Spartan pitcher Kaitlyn Piazzolla
allowed one lone hit and finished with
14 strikeouts and three walks.
“We went with Cyndil today because she had the strongest outing in
scrimmages and certainly proved that
she’s going to be a pitcher to be reckoned with. She pitched a beautiful
game, kept them off balance and off
base for the most part,” said Westfield
Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “Piazzolla
pitched a great game and kept our
batters off balance. We looked uncomfortable and tentative the first
time through. Second time, we looked
a little better and obviously the third
time, Tebbetts got the big hit she
needed to win the game.”
The Spartans scored a run a in the
top of the fourth inning with one out.
Piazzolla singled to right, Aeriele

Doering dropped in a single to right
center and Ashley Hartshorn laid
down a slow roller to load the pods. A
pickoff attempt to second went astray,
scoring Piazzolla from third.
“Immaculata put a little pressure
on us in that inning. We were going to
load up the bases but we made a
mistake and gave up the run. It was an
aggressive mistake but it’s not a mistake you’re going to make again. It’s
something that we will work to improve on,” said coach Pignoli.
Westfield threatened in the bottom
of the fourth. Alex Pecora drew a
walk, Erin Scialabba successfully
moved Pecora to second and Matthew intentionally walked. Then with
one out, Piazzolla fanned the next
batter and got the next batter to ground
out on a slow roller to third.
The Blue Devils seized a golden
opportunity in the bottom of the seventh. Matthew was awarded her third
intentional pass. With one out,
Tebbetts ripped a shot that fell into
right center, aggressively rounded the
bases and slid safely into third as the
relay deflected off her as Matthew
scored the tying run. Tebbetts then
pranced across home plate with the
winning run.
“I’m looking for something that’s
right there, anything in the strike zone.

She gave it to me and I took it,” said
Tebbetts. “I saw the ball go over the
shortstop’s head, so I said, ‘oh good,
it’s in the outfield.’ I was expecting
nothing more than a double, but I
heard shouts of ‘go-go,’ so I kept on
going and slid into third. The ball hit
me on the thigh and I got to take my
base.”
“I didn’t know what spot I would
be playing but I was ready to pitch
and did my job. I relied mostly on the
fastball, hit all my spots and kept
them off their toes. They were not
biting the outside, so I kept on putting
it there. I kept up my pace and determined that I would not give up,” said
Matthew. “When I saw Emily make
contact, I don’t think I ever cheered
as much. I was really excited for her
and glad we got the win at the end.”
“I was very pleased with our defense. Pecora made two outstanding
game-saving snags in right with
catches over the shoulder. Ariel Gale
was solid with a great play up the
middle and nicely snagged a pop-up.
Christine Feldbauer, behind the plate,
knocked the ball down, made two
solid throws to second on steal attempts and ended up getting one of
them out,” said coach Pignoli.
Immaculata
Westfield
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Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/13 1-5PM

$539,900

Imagine an affordable Westfield Colonial Cape tucked away on a 70 X 137 wooded cul-desac lot. This charming, traditional brick 10 room, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bath home includes many
features. You will love the spacious finished basement with a large family room, recreation
room and new powder room, The home also includes a convenient large 1st floor Master
Bedroom, Formal Dining Room with a built-in corner china cabinet, Central Air Conditioning,
Oak Floors, matching Stainless Steel appliances, new replacement windows throughout and a
Home Warranty. DIRECTIONS: Boulevard to Clifton to Beverly MLS # 2494399

WESTFIELD

COLONIAL

$645,000

Welcome to a home where old world charm and modern amenities combine seamlessly. This
captivating 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial home has a beautiful kitchen with a farm sink, stainless
steel appliances and subway tile, new bathrooms, gleaming hardwood floors throughout, crown
molding and central air. Enjoy the professionally landscaped yard from a 2 tiered deck. Set on a
tranquil tree-lined street, yet moments from school, shops, parks and transportation. This home
is the perfect choice to call home...Make it yours today. MLS # 2478631

FANWOOD

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD

$1,569,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

TOWNHOUSE

$389,900

Pristine 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bath Townhouse located in the desirable Southwyck development.
Gourmet, granite kitchen, family room with a wood burning fireplace, formal dining room
and living rooms, grande loft perfect for den or exercise room. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac.
Enjoy the 24 hour security, pool and tennis court. MLS # 2503667

CONDO

$329,900

Welcome to this unique Condo in an award winning elevator building in the premier
community of Westfield. This 2nd floor one bedroom unit is freshly painted with new carpet
in the bedroom and a beautiful hardwood floor in the living room. Oversized windows, with
plantation shutters, flood this immaculate home with natural sunlight. The wood burning
fireplace in the living room radiates warmth on those cold winter days. All the appliances are
updated, including the washer and dryer in the unit. The living room and dining room each
feature beautiful ceiling fans. Just a short distance from the great shopping and dining in
downtown Westfield, this home is perfectly located for the NYC commuter. This home includes
an assigned parking spot in the heated underground garage. MLS # 2489197
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details. MLS # 2488244

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

$569,000

A truly spectacular 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath Center Hall Colonial situated on a wooded knoll
overlooking a spacious professionally landscaped lot. This stately home features a magnificent
gourmet kitchen, formal dining room, an impressive beamed family room with a fireplace
leading out to a paver patio great for outdoor entertaining. The oversized 2 car garage opens
to a newly paved wide turn-around driveway. Central Air & gas heating. Great location, very
close to NYC train or bus. MLS # 2490858
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KRUEGER TO SEEK THIRD UCT TITLE

Raider Tennis Boys Look
To Make Things Happen
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COVERING FIRST…Raider second baseman Stephanie Goines covers first and
makes the putout on a bunt by Lady Viking Colleen Cicciabeve, No. 4.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ tennis team will have a
schedule loaded with stiff competition, however the Raiders’ season
looks to be a respectable one with five
of the six players returning.
“Leadership is a big quality of this
team. In this my first year of coaching, I decided we would have all four
starting seniors as team captains. Ryan
Krueger, a county champion, Scott
Leyden, Mike Devisio and Ted

Layden will fill the second slot and
sophomore Dan Nizri, a second year
starter, will take the third singles spot.
“Scott is a very strong player but he
has emotional letdowns during a lot
of his matches where he is up real big,
then suddenly he has a letdown. He
has to be reminded to keep plugging
along but I’m looking for big things
with him,” said coach Wasserman.
“Nizri, I have been working with him
for a long time. He has changed his
game dramatically and has become
more of an offensive threat than just a

Softball Raiders Rally in 5th,
Sack Villa Walsh Vikings, 6-3

Blue Devil Golfers Eradicate
St. Benedict’s Prep, 156-229

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

season, with the Lady Vikings committing one error and the Raiders
committing none. Viking shortstop
Kelly Bracken and Raider shortstop
Nicole Colineri demonstrated their
sure-handedness. Colineri prevented,
at least, a pair of runs in the top of the
fifth inning with a pair of back-toback stops.
“Their shortstop, you can just tell
is a confident player. She’s good with
everything she’s doing. Our shortstop, I’ll go toe-to-toe with anyone. I
have every confidence in the world
with Nicole,” said coach Covert.
Nielsen, who was involved in six
putouts, covered three difficult bunts
well enough to make the putouts and
right fielder Rachel Parker made a
crucial basket catch to halt a Lady
Viking rally at two runs in the third
inning.
Raider pitcher Brianne Mahoney
(3 strikeouts, 3 walks) maintained
her velocity throughout the game,
while Viking pitcher Michele Tarantula (5 strikeouts, 0 walks) seemed to
waiver somewhat in the later innings.
“Brianne throws every day. She
throws in her basement at home,”
said coach Covert. “And she has all
these people behind her.”
Colineri, who scored twice, also
had had a pair of singles and an RBI
and Mahoney helped her cause with a
pair of singles and a run scored. Leadoff hitter Kelly Cianciotta had an RBI
single and scored once, Katie
Cornacchia had an RBI sacrifice fly
and Parker scored once.
Viking leadoff hitter Bracken began the game with a triple to right and
later scored on Ally Grap’s single to
left. Bracken would draw walks in
her remaining three at bats. The Raid-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ers answered in the bottom of the first
when Colineri dropped a single over
first and scored on Goines’ triple to
left. Goines was waved on but got
nailed at home on a great relay.
“Goines is our clutch. I felt bad
because she hit that ball way out to
left. I sent her and she got thrown out.
We want to be aggressive on the bases
and we took that chance but I knew
she would come back swinging
again,” said coach Covert.
In the third, the Vikings took a 3-1
lead. Bracken walked, Katie Profaci
singled and moved to second on the
throw toward home and Grap rapped
a two-run single to center. In the fifth,
the Vikings had Bracken on second
and Colleen Cicciabeve on first with
one out. Colineri snagged a chopper
and fired to third to force Bracken
then she followed up with a diving
stop that prevented another run.
After Nielsen singled in the fifth,
Katherine DiNizo moved her to second with a sacrifice bunt. Mahoney
looped a single that landed near second base to set up a first-and-third
situation with one out. That started a
chain reaction of four straight firstand-third situations where the runner
on first would steal second to draw
throws.
The Viking infield crept in. Parker’s
fading fly to right was dropped and
Nielsen scored. Cianciotta plopped
an RBI infield single near second,
Colineri dropped an RBI single in
right-center and Cornacchia lofted
her RBI sac fly to right. Colineri
added the fifth steal of the inning by
swiping third and Goines drilled her
RBI double to center.
Villa Walsh
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEEING OFF…Veteran, junior Dave Pusar, is expected to be an asset to the Blue
Devils’ golf team this season.
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Co-Captain Livolsi added, “So far,
I haven’t been shooting very good but
I am working at it. I like our team. Our
coach thinks we are one of the best
teams he’s ever seen. That’s saying a
lot, with our team when we were

features eight of the state’s toughest
teams – East Brunswick, Hunterdon
Central, River Dell, Bergen Catholic,
Allentown, Mainland, West WindsorPlainsboro South and Westfield.
“We have a deep team and can use

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR A STRONG SEASON…The Raider netmen look to be competitive. Pictured, left to right, are: second singles player Scott Leyden, first doubles
players Mike Devisio and Ted Rosenblatt, and first singles player Ryan Krueger.
Head Coach Gary Wasserman is in the back.

Rosenblatt will lead the team,” said
Raider Head Coach Gary Wasserman.
“As far as realistic goals are concerned this year, I have very high
expectations. I’m looking for a one
hundred percent commitment from
these players. I’m on the court handson, all day long with these guys, so if
they see a coach doing it, they can
emulate it that much easier.”
The Raiders will showcase first
singles player Krueger, who is expected to have to have a super strong
season. Krueger seized his second
straight Union County Tournament
last year, defeating outstanding Blue
Devil Ravi Netravali, 6-3, 7-5.
“He’s very smart. He’s been playing a lot of sectional tournaments and
we’re expecting him to do very well,”
said coach Wasserman.
“The team’s goals are basically to
do well this year and keep our high
record like last year. I’m hoping to go
third time Union County champion
and go pretty far in states,” added
Krueger.

Model
Now Open!

THE SAVANNAH - DESIGNED BY JAMES WARD

Luxury Residences For Those 55-plus
s 2ESIDENCE $ESIGNS &ROM  3Q &T n  3Q &T
s  "EDROOMS   "ATHROOMS 3TUDIES AND ,IBRARIES
s )N 4HE (EART OF $OWNTOWN 7ESTFIELD
Winner of the Great American Main Street Award
s (ALF A "LOCK TO .9# 4RAIN AND "US s 5NDERGROUND 0ARKING s #ONCIERGE 3ERVICE
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s /NE ,EVEL ,IVING WITH %LEVATOR TO %ACH &LOOR
0RICES FROM  
For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty
Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker Office: (908) 233-5900
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com
Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which
will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all ﬂoor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes.
This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and speciﬁcations are subject to change
without notice.

person who keeps the ball in play.”
Devisio and Rosenblatt have returned at first doubles.
“Devizio and Rosenblatt have run
the tables. There’s lots of chemistry
there. They have worked together as
a team for the last three years and
know each other’s strengths and weaknesses. They’ll do very well,” said
coach Wasserman.
Two new faces on the court are
junior Eric Heinz and sophomore
Steve Bello who will start at second
doubles.
Coach Wasserman commented, “I
like what they do. Heinz is a very
strong volleyer as is Steve. They’re
playing a lot together but still have to
learn a little about each other before
they can really excel, but I’m looking
for good things with them.”

See Memory Lane
On Page 16
Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL CO-CAPTAINS…Nick LiVolsi, left, and Dan Liebowitz have been
selected Blue Devil team captains.

freshmen (Westfield won the Tournament of Champions [TOC] in 2005).
I’m confident that we can win everything except states we don’t know.
That’s our goal for this year. Win
TOC! I think we have a strong enough
team to do it.”
Before the Blue Devils consider
the TOC, they have a rugged schedule ahead of them beginning with
highly ranked Princeton today, April
10, at Echo Lake. The Blue Devil
Invitational set for Monday, April 14,

eight players. Hopefully our depth
will help us when we play some top
ranked teams,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach John Turnbull.
In order to win the TOC and
sectionals, the entire Blue Devil top
golfers must be on their game.
“Our sectionals, we play at Alpine.
We get to play there every year. Dan
and I have been playing there for
three years, so we know it pretty well.
I like our team. I like our chances this
year,” said LiVolsi.

St. Bart’s to Hold Softball Player Draft
The St. Bartholomew Men’s Oldtimers Softball League separates itself
from other leagues in the area, by choosing new teams each year. This
method makes it easy to meet the 150 players, in what sometimes seems
more like a fraternity than a softball league. This year’s player draft will be
held on April 22 at 7 p.m. at the St. Bartholomew School Cafeteria, on the
lower level.
Sunday practices at LaGrande Park begin at 10 a.m. on April 13. The
practices are open to all St. Bart’s players, including rookies. For more
information about the league, please visit www.stbartssoftball.com.
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STEVENS-HAAS SETS WHS RECORD IN TRIPLE JUMP

Blue Devil Track Girls Topple
Blue Knights; Devil Boys Fall
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING A BIG DAY ON OFFENSE…Blue Devil senior first home player Lauren Brunhofer slicks past a defender just
before firing in a goal against Clifton. Brunhofer flicked in five goals as Westfield won, 11-4.

BRUNHOFER NETS 5, BENNETT, HOFFMAN 2 GOALS

Blue Devil Lax Girls Crunch
Clifton Lady Laxers, 11-4
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive firepower paid off as the
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team got scores from five different
players to crunch Clifton, 11-4 in
Westfield on April 4.
Senior Lauren Brunhofer led the 1-1
Blue Devils with five goals, while seniors Claire Bennett andValerie Hoffman
got into the action with two goals each.
Not to be left out of the equation, seniors
Katherine Frega and Elizabeth McCarthy
each hit pay dirt once. Blue Devil goalie
Michelle Zaffuto proved confident and
solid in the cage and contributed four
saves. The Blue Devils took 30 shots on
goal and Clifton keeper Adriane Daley
made 15 saves. Ally Barnes and
Georgette Mbayed led Clifton with two
goals each.
The Blue Devils flowed into Clifton
turf, immediately found a weakness
on their left side where Brunhofer
fired in two sidearm shots within the
first two minutes. Hoffman then took
the ball from midfield, made several

fakes and rippled the net at 20:07 to
make the score, 3-0.
The Clifton laxers were set on their
heels and the Blue Devils took full
advantage with three straight goals.
Brunhofer broke the run with a goal
from 10-yards out, Hoffman flicked
the ball off the post, recovered it and
nailed a goal with 4:05 left, and Frega
with 1:55 remaining notched the sixth
goal ending the first half.
“After a tough opening loss, we
wanted to come out strong. Scoring
that first goal within the first minute
was great. It was invigorating and it
inspired us to maintain that tone the
rest of the game. After we scored a
few more goals, the offense became a
little more comfortable and we were
able to settle the ball down better,”
said Brunhofer.
The Blue Devils continued to move
the ball well against the zone early in
the second half. Twenty-one seconds
in, McCarthy scooped up the ball,
charged forward through a host of
defenders and fired in a goal. Clifton

regrouped and found pay dirt when
Barnes answered with back-to-back
goals to make the score, 7-2.
The Blue Devils returned the favor
with a goal from Bennett, who raced up
field and broke the run with a goal.
Seven minutes later, Brunhofer notched
her fourth and Bennett unloaded a
scorcher to put the Blue Devils up 102. Brunhofer maintained intensive offensive superiority and nailed her fifth
goal. Clifton’s Mbayed struck gold with
5:22 left then scored four minutes later
to close the scoring at, 11-4.
“The team on a whole worked very
cohesively. Every player knew what
their assignments were and they did it
very well,” said a jubilant Brunhofer
after the game. “Although most goals
were scored off quick transitions down
the field, the most rewarding goals
were after the completion of plays
that we have been practicing. It was
great to see all of our hard work pay
off and we hope to take the momentum of this victory and use it throughout the rest of the season.”

Sophomore Claire Stevens-Haas
leapt 32’9” to set a Westfield High
School girls record in the triple jump
and, in addition to winning the pole
vault, she added another first, with a
leap of 15’9” in the long jump in the
Blue Devils’ 89-47 victory over
Irvington at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on April 1. The Blue Devil
boys battled illness and injury, but
came up short, 79-61.
The lady Blue Devils swept six
events. After Stevens-Haas, sophomore Kelly Irving with a leap of
15’4.5” and Casey Reimlinger at
15’2” finished the sweep in the long
jump. Lauren Bachman, Ariel Burns
and Brittany VanSickle swept 1-2-3
in the javelin. Irving, with a personal
record 1:02.7, Tessa Schaaf at 1:03.1
and Christina Obiajulu at 1:04.9 swept
the 400 meters.
Rose Driscoll, Lisa Nehring and
Becky Castaldo crossed 1-2-3 in the
800 meters with respective times of
2:33.6, 2:37.9 and 2:39.2. Nehring
led the sweep in the 1,600 with a time
of 5:32.6 followed by Driscoll at 5:38
and Shannon Murray at 5:48.5.
Murray at 12:59.2 led a sweep in the
3,200 followed by Megan Pulliam at
13:14.7 and Amanda Lowenstein at
13:18.8.
Stevens-Haas, a pole vault specialist who has cleared 10 feet, also placed
second in the 100-hurdles with a time
of 17.4.

“Claire is such an enthusiastic kid!
During the winter season we decided
that she should try another event,
since pole-vaulting opportunities are
so limited, and discovered she has a
talent in hurdles. So this spring we
decided to add jumping to her list and
she proved to have a talent here as
well. Her gymnastic background helps
her tremendously,” said Blue Devil
head Coach Jen Buccino. “In our dual
meet against Irvington, she broke the
school record in the triple jump and is
already less than a foot off of the long
jump record. During the winter season she set a new school record by
clearing 10' at the Group 4 Championships, which tied the outdoor pole
vault record, so I suspect that record
will be another for her to take this
season.”
Freshman Ashley Edwards,
Garfinkel, Castaldo and Obiajulu
crossed first in the 4x400 with a time
of 4:21.9. Obiajulu and Christie Ricci
both at 4’8” placed 2-3 in the high
jump. Schaaf took second in the 400hurdles at 1:09.9.
“Tessa Schaaf opened the season
even stronger than last year in the 400
hurdles,” added Buccino.
Edwards, who placed third in the
triple jump and the 200, and
Reimlinger placed 2-3 in the 100
meters. VanSickle took second in the
shot put and Burns took third in the
discus.
Irving’s and Edwards’ contributions
so far this season have already been

noticed by coach Buccino. “They have
kicked off the spring season right
where they left off this winter and
should have another impressive season, not only on the track, but also in
the long and triple jumps. They are
not far behind Stevens-Haas, and are
improving just as rapidly,” she said.
Bergo took top honors in the boys
long jump with a distance of 22’3.5”
followed by Malcolm Allen at 22
feet. Bergo placed second in the triple
jump with a distance of 44’9” followed by Allen at 42’10”, and finished third in the 110-hurdles at 15.3.
Brandon Heroux won the javelin event
with a hefty toss of 183’8” and Pat
Gray took third at 123’6”.
Tim Woods at 11’6” led a sweep in
the pole vault with Dave Fishman at
10 feet and Kevin Yang at 9’6” following. Josh Einbinder crossed first
in the 800 at 2:02.1 and Andrew Flood
came in third at 2:03.9. Andrew Kirna
at 10:40 and Alex Tarlow at 10:58.2
finished 1-3 in the 3,200 meters. John
DiIorio and Paul Waksman placed 13 in the shot put.
Ryan Scrudato and Tianyou Xu
placed 2-3 in the 1,600 with respective times of 4:48.3 and 4:48.9. Craig
Cognetti crossed second in the 400hurdles with a time of 60.9 and Todd
Saunders placed third in the 100
meters at 11.3 and third in the 200 at
23.1. Jorge Cuisana and John
McGory finished 2-3 in the discus
and Don deRojas took third in the
400 meters.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

SCOTCH PLAINS

$389,000

Completely renovated 3 bedroom brick cape. New
kitchen, paint, carpet, landscaping, windows, patio & drive.
Huge master. WSF0144
Westfield
908-233-5555

PLAINFIELD

$474,900

Frank Isoldi
Sales Associate

SCOTCH PLAINS

Faith Maricic
Sales Associate

$408,405

Adorable ranch in private setting surrounded by the
Watchung Reservation. Eat-in kitchen, cac, 2fireplaces
& more. WSF0038
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$535,000

Nestled in the heart of Netherwood Heights sitting on
an oversized lot this gracious CH colonial offers period
features. WSF0935
Westfield
908-233-5555

Lots of updates. Move right in.Updated kitchen, windows,
boiler, newer baths, hardwood floors, 4bedrooms, 2baths
& more. WSF0805
Westfield
908-233-5555

CLARK

WESTFIELD

$664,500

4 bedroom, 3.1 bath colonial. Family room fireplace, eatin kitchen, formal dining room, apprx 1000sq ft finished
basement. WSF0897
Westfield
908-233-5555

$695,000

Spacious split level in a park-like setting. 4 bedrooms,
2.1 baths. Updates include roof, thermal windows,
electric. WSF0020
Westfield
908-233-5555

Virginia Cosenza
Sales Associate

$459,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

3 bedroom, 1.1 bath colonial. Eat-in kitchen, formal dining
room, living room, den and finished basement. WSF0168
Westfield

908-233-5555

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

$649,000

CLARK

Elegant 4 bedroom raised ranch on large beautiful lot.
Eat-in kitchen, 3baths, family room, living room fireplace
& more. WSF0711
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$712,500

New construction colonial. Kitchen with granite and
stainless, large family room with fireplace, 4 bedrooms
and much more. WSF0303
Westfield
908-233-5555

10 N. Wickom Drive Westfield, New Jersey
Public Open House Sunday, April 13th 1:00—4:00PM
MOUNTAINSIDE

$999,999

Designed for today’s lifestyle. Quality built home on
fabulous approximate 3/4 acre property. WSF0090
Westfield

908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$1,559,000

Fabulous 4 bedroom, 3.1 bath colonial. Conservatory,
gourmet kitchen, great room, master suite with walk-in
closets &more. WSF0290
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$2,099,000

Exceptional renovated colonial radiating warmth &
ambiance. Approximate half acre in The Gardens. 6
bedrooms. WSF0067
Westfield
908-233-5555

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Situated on a quiet winding street, this delightful Split surprises you with many marvelous
features. A family room addition with skylights, numerous windows and a wood burning
stove opens to the updated kitchen. Charm abounds in the living room with handsome fireplace with antique mantle and formal dining room. Welcoming your family, are three bedrooms on the second floor and a master suite on the third floor. A comfy den and ground
floor laundry room, enhance this spacious interior. A warp-around deck, an expansive yard
and superb plantings complete this ideal setting. Presented for $674,000. Dir: Rahway to
Green Briar Court to N. Wickom

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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MS Youth Baseball
Marches to 55th Season
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BOYS OF SPRING/SUMMER…All of the teams of the Mountainside Youth
Baseball League march toward the Major League field for the 55th annual opening
day ceremonies.

WF Jaycees to Sponsor
Charity Volleyball Classic
The Westfield Jaycees will sponsor
the first annual Roosevelt/Edison
Charity Volleyball Classic on April
23 starting at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
High School Varsity gym. This will
be a night of fun volleyball games
between the two schools with each
school’s teams comprised entirely of
current students/faculty/staff.
All money generated via ticket sales
and concessions will go directly to
the Westfield Jaycees Scholarship
Foundation for qualified Westfield
High School Seniors and support of
The Westfield Jaycees Child Shield
Home program.
The goals of this event are threefold:

To raise scholarship money every
year for our local High School Seniors
and support funds for Child Shield.
Have an annual event in which a
friendly rivalry between the two
schools can bring out a large crowd
via school spirit and have some competitive volleyball games.
To simply have a fun evening for all
involved on and off the court.
Also, the Jaycees will be awarding a special plaque to the respective
winners of both the students and the
faculty.
For further information or to purchase
tickets
go
to:
www.Westfieldjaycees.com or call
Brian Fitzpatrick at (908) 400-1797.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The chance
of April showers never quite manages
to put a damper on the annual
Mountainside Youth Baseball parade.
Last Saturday was no exception. What
is exceptional are the numbers of
volunteers in the Borough who work
tirelessly to ensure fields are groomed,
players are outfitted, and hot dogs
hot, for the hundreds of fans turning
out on opening day, no matter what
the forecast.
Nick Viscuglia, whose own three
children are involved in America’s
favorite pastime, is now president of
the League, which this year registered more than four hundred T-ball,
softball and baseball players in its
program. He told The Westfield
Leader, “It was wonderful to see all
the parents and players come out on
field clean-up day. The league can’t
function without everyone pitching
in. The board of directors put in countless hours of time and effort to make
sure the youth of Mountainside have
a great experience.”
Eager to break in their cleats, girls
and boys from ages 5 to 13 marched
in between the last few morning raindrops down Wood Valley Road to the
ball field behind the Deerfield School.
The 55th annual procession was once
again led by a stream of classic cars
and trailed by “Mountainside’s finest” in full force on motorcade, in fire

trucks, rescue vehicles and police cars.
At the field house, The Westfield
Leader spoke to Chuck Fernicola, a
coach celebrating 40 years with
Mountainside Youth Baseball. Despite open-heart surgery, Mr.
Fernicola is still very much active
with the organization with which he
coached the All-Star team for 20 years.
Mr. Fernicola was recently inducted
into the Union County Hall of Fame
because of his own baseball career at
Union High School.
Also among the dozens of parentvolunteers at the field, was relative
newcomer to the organization,
Tommy Jakositz. The father of two
young sons will once again manage
the American League’s A’s, and is
looking forward to another great season of keeping the “fun” in the fundamentals of the game.
Mr. Jakositz told The Leader that his
experience with the children and parents has been nothing but positive. He
said, “I would love to say it is all about
the kids, but being a manager is the
most grounding thing I do, and validates what really is important in life.”
By the time Mayor Vigilante and
Chief Debbie finished with their opening day speeches at the Major League
field, the sun poked its head out – as
if to smile on the most important two
little words the crowd was longing to
hear – “play ball!”
It’s official – Spring is finally here
– in Mountainside at least.

Courtesy of Steve Kim for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REAL HOOPS REBELS…Westfield Rebels U-14 AAU Basketball Team recently participated in the Hoop Group Tournament of Champions, which was
held at Drew University in Madison. The Rebels defeated the Summit and
Flemington programs. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Chris Albanese,
Nathan Mitchell, Alex McCugh, James O’Rourke, Jackson O’Leary and Peter
Ondi; back row, assistant coaches Pete Ondia and Mike Giacone, Jack Kerwin,
Johnny Lanzano, Ryan Elliott, Dylan Kerwin, Michael Giacone and head coachJohn O’Leary. Missing from photo: Dylan Elliott and Michael Stravach.

ALL-STARS…Gabrielle O’Leary and Erin Miller from the Westfield High
School girls varsity basketball team were recently selected to the Union County
Senior All-Star Team. The game was played at Linden High School on March 31.
Miller was unable to participate due to an injury.

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STILL COACHING AFTER ALL THESE YEARS…Chuck Fernicola, center,
celebrates 40 years with Mountainside Youth Baseball at the 55th annual opening
day ceremonies at the Major League field. Fernicola once coached two teams in one
season – winning a championship in the Pony league that same year. A plaque in his
honor appears on the wall of the snack bar at the field house. Also shown are Tommy
Jakositz, son Gavin, and Mountainside Youth Baseball president Nick Viscuglia.

WESTFIELD COLONIAL
FRANKLIN SCHOOL

3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, 19’ family room, CAC, H/W floors,
Living room with fireplace, formal dining room, new kitchen
appliances, and enclosed porch. Walking distance to town, train,
and schools. AMAZING PRICE - $499,999.

To Buy or Sell call Judy Bell 908-358-8316!

_____________
RE/MAX Properties Unlimited
_________________
200 North Ave. East
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-9292

Francesca Azzara

Judy Bell
Broker-Sales Representative
908-518-5443 Direct
908-358-8316 Cell

908-233-8924

www.njhouses2buy.com
Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, West

ane
Walk Down Memory L
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and the SP-F Times
April 6, 2004: Westfield High
School girls track and field team defeated the Raiders, 84-39. Senior Mika
Cruz soared 14’2.5” to win the long
jump and crossed first in the 100
hurdles with a time of 16.2. Ja’net
Tiller won the 100 meters in 13.2 and
the 200 meters in 27 seconds. Alison
Petrow, with a shove of 32’3”, won
the shot put then won the discus with
a heave of 88’2”. Raider Meaghan
Kelly won the 400 intermediate
hurdles in 1:11 and the triple jump
with a hop-skip-and-jump of 30’10”.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD

$1,695,000

Another amazing Primavera design is under construction and coming soon. Over 4500 square feet of decadent indulgence. Trademark upgrades are standard.
Hand-crafted detail throughout. Includes 15 rooms
and offers 5 Bedrooms, 5.5 baths, Formal Dining
Room, 2 fireplaces, Eat-In Kitchen with center island,
pantry and separate dining area.

WESTFIELD

$798,000

Spacious 9 room, 3 bath home on half an acre of property with lots of potential for expansion. Located on a
quiet street and close to schools. Open floor plan is
perfect for entertaining. Exterior painted in 2007.

WESTFIELD

$1,595,000

Classic Gardens center hall Colonial offers 8 rooms
and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood floors,
moldings, Family Room with marble fireplace, builtins and sliding glass door to tiered deck and yard and
is adjacent to spacious Kitchen with sun-filled eating
area, Master Bedroom with walk-in closet and full bath
and beautiful yard.

WESTFIELD

$1,595,000

Wychwood Colonial with perfect blend of formal and
casual features 10 rooms including 5 Bedrooms, 4.5
baths, large Family Room off updated Eat-In Kitchen
with granite counters, Master Bedroom with full bath
and good closet space, private guest au-pair suite, 2nd
floor laundry, Living Room with fireplace and Dining Room off Kitchen.

April 6, 2004: The Raider boys
track and field team topped Westfield,
81-59, in its regular-season opener in
Scotch Plains. Junior Sean Smith won
the 110 hurdles in a time of 15.7 and
crossed first in the 400 intermediate
hurdles in 58.7 seconds. He also
cleared 6’0” to win the high jump and
tossed the javelin 154’1” to capture
his fourth win. Blue Devil Brendan
Egan won the 400 meters with a time
of 52.3 seconds and won the 200
meters in 23.9 seconds. He teamed
with Jeff Whitney, Robert Broadbent
and Scott Steinberg to win the 4x400
in 3:45.
April 14, 2003: Senior pitcher
Steve Pietrucha allowed just two runs
on four hits in a complete-game performance and senior second baseman
Jeff Hensal whizzed a game winning
RBI single in the top of the seventh to
give the 3-0 Raider baseball team, a
3-2 victory over host Cranford. Junior Kyle Baker belted a game-tying
two-run double in the fifth.
April 11, 2001: The Westfield High
School baseball team rocked Cranford
with four runs in the top of the 11th
inning to beat the 4-1 Cougars, 7-3, in
Cranford. Blue Devil junior Jay Cook
shut down the Cougars in the final
six-and-two-thirds innings, striking
out seven and walking none. Junior
catcher Josh Ludmer cracked two
doubles and drove in a run.
April 10, 2001: Senior Brent
Bramnick turned in a smooth, even
par 36 at Echo Lake Country Club to
lead the 5-0 Westfield High School
golf team to a 165-198 victory over
St. Peter’s Prep. Adam Karnish was
right behind with a one-over par 37,
Zander Rothschild had a 43 and Garritt
Ill came in at 47.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 8, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VIII, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, 1978,
ENTITLED “BUILDING AND
HOUSING” – UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE ENFORCING AGENCY (SECTION 8.1
ET. SEQ.)

WESTFIELD

$1,850,000

House Beautiful! Better than new 2001 Colonial.
Stunning with many recent improvements including
home theater on 3rd floor and wine cellar in beautifully finished basement. Light and bright with great
floor plan and quiet cul-de-sac location so close to the
center of town.

WESTFIELD

$649,900

Wonderful 1918 Colonial with front porch and with
charm and architectural detail. This home offers 11
rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a large
addition that features a Master Bedroom (or Family
Room) with fireplace and French doors to deck and
huge, grade level Family Room/Studio with French
doors to pergola and patio overlooking deep lot.

WESTFIELD

$1,995,000

Fabulous “Indian Forest” center hall brick Colonial
offers 11 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths
and 4 fireplaces. Exquisite .70 acre park-like grounds.
Also includes Master Bedroom, Library and large Family Room addition with vaulted ceiling and custom cabinets. Freshly painted interior and refinished oak floors.

WESTFIELD

$599,900

This very charming and pristine Colonial sold
for 94% of its list price in only 12 days. Contact any of our extraordinary agents and let
them design a personalized marketing plan for
your home.

Purpose: Revisions in Uniform Construction Code fees.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 22, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/10/08, The Times
Fee: $35.70

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Additional
Education News
WF Student Makes
Dickinson Dean’s List

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
BOARD OF HEALTH
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 08-04-03
AND PUBLIC HEARING

Kimberley Aslanian Haley

An ordinance was introduced by the
Board of Health of the Borough of Fanwood
on April 3, 2008. Copies of this ordinance
can be obtained without cost at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey between
the hours of 8AM and 4PM Monday through
Friday.
The purpose of this ordinance is:

Redefining Real Estate

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
April 8, 2008 the following ordinances entitled:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER XXIV RETAIL
FOOD HANDLING ESTABLISHMENTS SECTION 24-4
OF THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIV, ENTITLED
HEALTH, OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF PUBLIC TV EQUIPMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE
ENHANCEMENT OF COMMUNITY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEEDS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, APPROPRIATING
THEREFOR THE SUM OF
$50,000. AND PROVIDING
THAT SUCH SUM SO APPROPRIATED SHALL BE RAISED
FROM THE RESERVE FOR
CABLE FRANCHISE FUNDS

WESTFIELD – Raymond
Chen, son of Kaila and James
Chen of Westfield, was named to
the dean’s list at Brandeis University for academic achievement
during the fall 2007 semester.
Dean’s list honors are awarded to
students who have earned a grade
point average of 3.5 or above.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25.5 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ESTABLISHING A
RATE SCHEDULE AND ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR EXTRA DUTY POLICY ASSIGNMENTS

Tso Recognized For
Academic Achievement

were adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 4/10/08, The Times
Fee: $46.41

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:
SECTION I. That Section 13-4.1 of
Chapter 13 titled “Left Turn Prohibitions”
is amended to add the following language
immediately following the existing language:
“Rahway Avenue & Doris Parkway.
Southbound Rahway Avenue onto eastbound Doris Parkway. (North intersect of
Doris Parkway and Rahway Avenue) Between the hours of 8:00am and 9:30am
and 2:00pm and 3:30pm Monday through
Friday, during school days only

Rahway Avenue & Doris Parkway.
Southbound Rahway Avenue onto eastbound Doris Parkway. (South intersect of
Doris Parkway and Rahway Avenue Between the hours of 8:00am and 9:30am
and 2:00pm and 3:30pm Monday through
Friday, during school days only.”
SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of the terms of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III. In the event any section,
part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holding shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 4/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $54.06

Public Hearing and adoption of this ordinance will be held on May 1, 2008.
Colleen M. Huehn
Secretary, Board of Health
1 T - 4/10/08, The Times
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 3, 2008, the following decisions of the Board were memorialized:
Approved, Michael Tatsch, for a Use
Variance to utilize the premises located at
233 Union Avenue, Block 1903, Lot 22 as
a Bed-And-Breakfast.
Approved, Carol A. Kraus, to renovate
the existing structure and construct an
addition at 457-459 Park Avenue, Block
1401, Lot 13 with Variances.
Approved, Marc Essenfeld, to construct an addition at 4 Balfour Lane, Block
14901, Lot 9 with a side-yard variance.
Denied, William Boykin, a Use Variance for permission to park commercial
vehicles in conjunction with an existing
residential dwelling located at 2496
Plainfield Avenue, Block 6503, Lot 5.
Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 4/10/08, The Times
Fee: $24.48

56 A3 SANDRA CIRCLE, WESTFIELD
Pristine two bedroom Coop offers one floor living and boasts 2 Bedrooms, Living and
Dining Rooms, hardwood floors, a new kitchen with stainless steel appliances and breakfast
bar, newer windows, new bathroom and more!

Offered for $250,000

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 360-6 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOARD OF
HEALTH OF THE BOROUGH
FANWOOD”

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1912
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PUBLIC NOTICE

WF’s Chen Makes
Brandeis Dean’s List

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held April 1, 2008,
and that the said Council will further consider the same for final passage on the 6th
day of May, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached,
in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at which time and place any
person who may be interested therein will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

Thursday, April 10, 2008

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD – Claire Skudlark
Fox, a sophomore at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa., was named to
the dean’s list for the fall 2007 semester. A graduate of Westfield High
School, she is the daughter of
Michael Fox and Ms. Ann Skudlark
of Westfield.
All students earning a position on
the dean’s list, a recognition of academic excellence, must have a grade
point average of 3.7 or above on a
4.0 GPA scale for the semester.

WESTFIELD – Alan Tso, son of
Nadya Romero of Westfield, was
named to the dean’s list at Brandeis
University for academic achievement
during the fall 2007 semester. Dean’s
list honors are awarded to students
who have earned a grade point average of 3.5 or above.
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Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held April 1, 2008, and that the said Council will further consider the same for
final passage on the 6th day of May, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1913
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 13
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield in the County of Union
as follows:
SECTION I. That the following Sections of Chapter 13 are amended as follows:
Section 13-4.4 titled “Turn Prohibitions” is amended by inserting the following
language immediately following the existing language:
Turn
“Intersection
Prohibited
Movement Prohibited
St. Paul Street
U-Turn
No U-Turn between East Broad Street
and Lenox Avenue in both directions.
Boulevard

U-Turn

No U-Turn between Landsdowne Avenue
and Clover Street in both directions.

Summit Avenue

U-Turn

No U-Turn between Landsdowne Avenue
and Clover Street in both directions.”

Section 13-5 titled “Through Streets” is amended by inserting the following language
immediately following the existing language:
“North Avenue
Between the Scotch Plains Township-Town of Westfield line and East Broad
Street. A yield right-of-way sign having sides thirty-six inches in length shall be
installed on Dudley Avenue.

561 BRADFORD AVENUE WESTFIELD
This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of the Gardens. This
charmer boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen with white cabinetry, living room with wood
burning fireplace and classic wooden mantle, parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor
Den with new windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools and
NYC transportation.
Offered for $699,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

Summit Avenue
Between Summit Court and Grove Street.”
Section 13-6 titled “Stop Intersections” is amended by adding the following language immediately following the existing language:
“Tremont Avenue & St. Paul Street
Stop signs shall be installed on Tremont Avenue.

Nevada Street & Wyoming Street
Stop signs shall be installed on Nevada Street.”
Section 13-21.5 titled “Handicapped Parking Space – On Street” shall be changed
by adding the following language immediately following 330 Livingston Street and
preceding 535 Pierson Street:

“115 Osborne Avenue, westerly side, beginning at a point 175’ northwesterly from the
intersection of the westerly curb line of Osborne Avenue as extended with the northerly
curb line of West Broad Street as extended and from such beginning point extending
southwesterly for a distance of 25’.”
SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with any
part of the terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III. In the event any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held
unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.
SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication, as soon
as, and in the manner permitted by law.
1 T - 4/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $109.14

Open House: Sunday, April 13th 1-4pm • 409 Union Avenue

616 MAYE STREET, WESTFIELD
New Victorian with stunning architecture by Forefront Designs & quality craftsmanship
throughout its 6 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms. The charm of yesteryear is cleverly combined
with all of today’s amenities & conveniences offering a grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet
Mouser Kitchen, adjacent Family Room with fireplace & Master Bedroom Suite with
Newly Repositioned at $1,450,000
luxurious spa bathroom.

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Scotch Plains . . . Charming 1920’s Colonial close to town! The first floor boasts living room with wood-burning fireplace and
leaded stained glass window, large formal dining room, updated eat-in-kitchen, den and powder room. Three bedrooms - with
abundant closet space - and a full bath are found on the second floor. The basement houses two recreation rooms along with
laundry and utility rooms. Exterior features include wonderful front porch, deck off of kitchen and fenced back yard as well as
a two car detached garage. Find the updates you want and the charm that you long for! Offered for $425,000. WSF0137

Susan M. Checchio
Direct Line: 301-2014

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com
©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker

Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

New stately Center Hall Colonial on park like property in Wychwood. KHov Classics
designed and built this fine home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades.
Amenities include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, extensive moldings, hardwood
floors, wet bar, 5 BRs, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk out lower level w/
Newly Repositioned at $1,524,900
Media Room, Office & full bath.

908-233-5555

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

ert
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The Martin-Bobby Test;
What Would They Do?

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Formerly ‘Classy’ Town, Have
Residents Crossed to the Dark Side?
Thank you to Mr. [Joe] Boscia and Ms.
[Pamela] Orbach for their on-target observations of the toney little town of Westfield.
As a 30-year homeowner, I feel your pain.
I have looked forward to retirement in
Westfield for many years and now that the
time is close at hand, I find myself despising this town. With the exception of using
a drive-up bank, I no longer shop or use
any services in Westfield.
The “all about me” attitude of the new
locals has driven me to adjoining towns
where civility is alive and well. From
recent letters to the editor, I now know
that we are not alone in thinking that
many of the current residents have crossed
to the dark side. From the homeowners
who contend with the “McMansion”
blocking the enjoyment of their property,
to the homeowner dealing with the litter
and parking problems of the school kids,
it is time to be heard.
I personally am tired of hearing how
important it is to pass obscene school
budgets to protect our property values

and attract the type of residents we are
now contending with. A town is not just
about the schools, which is the main focus
in Westfield. The children in adjacent
towns are being educated and attending
college the same as the children of
Westfield, but are our schools educating
responsible citizens?
Mr. Boscia wrote about the past, when
the citizens of our town came here, as I
did, with the experience of living and
working abroad and were well traveled.
Having recently returned from an overseas transfer, I know Mr. Boscia is on
target. I can see a huge difference in
Westfield, and not for the better.
Thank you for your courage to write
your letter Mr. Boscia. Thank you also to
Ms. Orbach for her letter regarding a safedriving campaign. I live her dream daily on
a major avenue that has become a speed
bump between the Parkway and Route 22.
Bonnie Dodson
Westfield

Wende Devlin Gates
Sales Associate
908-233-5989, Direct Dial

This spring marks the fortieth anniversary since the assassinations of the Rev.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert
Kennedy. Both of these figures share
something in common other than how
they died. Rev. King was perhaps the last
black man who commanded the attention
of substantial numbers of white Americans and Bobby Kennedy was one of the
few politicians who similarly attracted
listeners among black Americans.
When Dr. King talked, whites listened
and when Bobby Kennedy gave a speech,
blacks were hearing his words, right there
in the audience. In addition, by the time
the spring of 1968 rolled around, both
were delivering important speeches on
the same broad themes of economic justice, combating poverty and racism. Rev.
King spoke of these subjects as a moral
imperative and Bobby as a political one.
All of that ended in the spring of 1968.
My recollection is that by the time the
elections rolled in November 1968, whites
and blacks had largely retreated into their
respective communities where members
of the other race were not.
Looking back and then considering the
scene today, it is sad to note that while
some progress has been made on all three
fronts, race, economic justice and ending
poverty, there is much that remains the
same. Sadly too, there does not seem that
there is one person who has the capacity
to speak to these issues and attract a wide
and diverse audience heeding the message. Coupling that with the bitterly par-

tisan, personal attack politics of the day
and a very large dose of cynicism, the
wonder is somehow over the last 40 years,
we have managed to make any progress at
all, albeit incremental baby steps.
The other day I had a conversation with
a friend who, like me, was in his 20’s in
the spring of 1968. He said, “I do not
know what it is, but it seems harder for me
to figure out what is good or bad for the
country these days. Whether it is a candidate for office, a bill before Congress or
an idea that is proposed to fix something
or other, it takes a whole lot of effort to
figure out whether or not I should be in
favor or oppose. Then when I do make up
my mind, I am no longer sure I am doing
the right thing. Everything seems much
more complicated these days.”
When he said that, I just nodded. What
my friend described hit a chord with me.
As I made my way home, I came up with
this idea. I call it the Martin–Bobby test.
The next time you observe a troubling
sight, a decaying urban neighborhood or a
crumbling school; the next time you read
or are told about the old person in your
town who faces foreclosure because of a
predatory loan; or the next time a national
figure gives a speech on the Iraq War and
really offers nothing new, just more of the
same, I want you to think about this question — What would Martin, what would
Bobby – what would they do?
Richard Bennett
Westfield

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
Open House: Sunday, April 13th • 1-4pm
532 Sherwood Parkway

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/24/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Demolition of Buildings and Asbestos Removal, Contract #1-2008; Rt. 1 & 9
Section 4T, City of Elizabeth, Union County; 100% State; DP No: 08107
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 3/27/08, 4/3/08 and 4/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/22/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
LONG-LIFE PAVEMENT MARKINGS CONTRACT, NORTH - 2008 ROUTES US 1,
NJ 10, NJ 15, NJ 22, NJ 23, NJ 46, I-78, NJ 181, NJ 183, NJ 185, US 202, NJ 208,
I-278, I-280, NJ 284, I-287, NJ 440, AND NJ 495, Counties of Sussex, Morris,
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren;
Federal Project No: STP-B00S (557), DP No: 08420
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 3/27/08, 4/3/08 and 4/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $195.84

320 Woods End Road Westfield, NJ
Public Open House Sunday, April 13th 1-4PM
Move right into this updated home boasting hardwood
floors, crown molding and a fabulous property. A marvelous family room addition with three walls of glass, an updated kitchen with granite counters and updated baths enhance this truly lovely interior. Highlights include a delightful master suite, elegant living room, stainless steel
appliances, three-zone heating and additional updates including windows, vinyl siding & cedar-style shakes. Presented for $725,000. Dir: Lawrence to Woods Ends

WESTFIELD

$799,900

lovely home features 4 bedrms, and 2.1 baths, cedar
Weichert This
shakerroof,
Weic he
t open front bluestone porch, updated kitchen
which opens to fam/rm den, new Masterbath, hardwood
flrs, finished bsmnt recreation room, bluestone patio in
the rear private yard located on a charming street in the
Wilson School district.
Jayne Bernstein

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

Weic he r t

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/13 1-5pm
6 Osborn Avenue Weic he r t

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to this charming 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths Colonial. Situated on a large
lot, this spacious home is conveniently located near schools, downtown and NYC transportation.
Perfect for entertaining, the first floor features a newer kitchen (2006) that opens to a large formal
dining room, as well as an additional bedroom, large family room and updated full bath. The second
floor is highlighted by a large master bedroom with a walk in closet and 2 additional bedrooms. The
basement features a large recreation room, home office and full bath. DIRECTIONS: South Ave. to
West Broad to left on Osborn. $519,900.

Invite Kerry in,
and he’ll bring results!

Kerry McDevitt
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

LONG BEACH ISLAND
Weichert
•BUYING
•SELLING •RENTALS
Top Producing Agent on LBI
Noreen Callahan
Personally Closed Over
22 Million in Sales in 2007

(609) 709-0664

Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

Call For
More Information!

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ncallahan25@hotmail.com
livingonlbi.com
800-633-1140

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/13 1-5pm
649 Lenox Avenue

WESTFIELD . . . An ideal location is just the beginning of what makes this home so perfect. Within easy access of town
and schools, this beautifully presented 5 bedroom, 3.1 bath Colonial has a gracious floor plan with a large open living room
with a fireplace, expansive formal dining room, first floor family room and updated eat in kitchen. The second floor offers
four bedrooms and two full baths, including an oversized private master bath. The finished basement with an additional full
bath and the third floor bedroom and sitting room expand the living space. Other updates include a new roof in 2008,
central air, multi zone baseboard hot water heat, gleaming hardwood floors and recent interior and exterior painting. A
private yard and 2 car garage just add to the appeal. Don‘t miss this exceptional opportunity to own this fabulous home.
DIRECTIONS: East Broad St. right on S. Chestnut right to Lenox. $989,000.

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Niki Fry

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
*** MOVING SALE ***

GARDEN CENTER STAFF F/T-P/T

*** Moving Sale in Wychwood***
Sat. April 12th, 10 AM- 2 PM
31 Scudder Rd, Westfield
Furniture, beds, tvs, sports,
toys, household goods,
and much more...

Parker Gardens in Scotch Plains
is hiring general garden center
staff for the spring/summer season. Duties may include the following: customer assistance/
sales; loading/unloading; stocking, etc. Applications are being
taken at 1325 Terrill Rd. Scotch
Plains, (800) 752-6858 x1134
(Diane) EOE/MF

2 FAMILY HOME FOR SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS
Large legal 2 family home, close
to town, 2-3 BR apts., corner lot,
2 car garage. Great oppty for
investor or owner occupier.
Call Raymond Pardon
ERA SUBURB REALTY
(908) 322-4434 ext. 119
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

GARDEN CENTER SALES HELP

DRIVERS / SALES

F/T-P/T & INTERNSHIPS
AVAILABLE
Long established retail garden
center located in Central, NJ is
seeking qualified personnel to add
to our retail/wholesale staff. Horticulture knowledge a plus. Duties
may include customer sales,
stocking and merchandising. Must
desire to help aggressively grow
our business in a fast-paced,
friendly, family-oriented working
environment that values hard
work, mutual respect and constant growth (plants and people).
Benefit package available for
fulltime employees. Internships
also available. Apply at 1325 Terrill
Rd., Scotch Plains, NJ; email to
hr@parkerplants.com or fax to
(908) 322-4818. EOE/MF

Local Opportunity!
Route Sales/Service & outside
sales reps. CDL-B a plus
(908) 791-9600
recruiter-north@safety-kleen.com

LANDSCAPE SERVICES

P/T NANNY NEEDED

Spring Cleanups, mulch, top soil,
pavers, design, lighting, walls,
seeding, lawn maintenance.
First cut free w/contract.
Legendary Landscaping
(908) 966-6758

Looking for
an experienced nanny
M-Th, 2-7pm. Must Drive.
Contact Jeff (908) 403-5812

06-25(V) Julie A. Marsella, 200 Canterbury Road, Block 2203, Lot 12 seeking Minor Subdivision with no variances.
Applicant seeks to subdivide existing lot
into two single-family lots; existing house
would remain. Applicant proposes to construct one new single family dwelling on
newly created lot. Application approved
with conditions.

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space
400 Sq. Ft., 3rd Floor
Available May 1, 2008
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130
1 BR APT. FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Very Nice 1 BR apt on 1st floor,
near train and town, w/d incl., offstreet parking. Lndrlrd pays
comm., garbage, water & snow
removal. $1325/mth. Avail. May 1.
Call Raymond Pardon
ERA SUBURB REALTY
(908) 322-4434 ext 119
FLORIDA LOT FOR SALE

Approx 1/4 acre lot surrounded by
lakes with great bass fishing. Purchase for investment or build a
vac home on it. Located in Lake
Placid, FL, 2 miles W of Hwy 27.
$20,000. Call (772) 344-0147

CLASSIFIEDS

CLEANING LADY

POLISH CLEANING LADY IS
LOOKING FOR APARTMENTS,
HOUSES, OFFICES.
GOOD REFERENCES AND
LONG EXPERIENCE.
(908) 237-1541
NEIDE CLEANING SERVICE
Do you need to clean your
school, church, clinic or office?
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

FABULOUS

PHOTOGRAPHY

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CLEANING SERVICES

If you don’t have time to clean,
I’ll do it for you!
Good references, reliable.
6 yrs of exp.
Call me: Roberta Rocha
(973) 380-2093 or (201) 998-8738
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
April 1, 2008.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1911
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 10A “
CONSERVATION CENTER
AND CURBSIDE BULKY
WASTE
COLLECTION”
SEC10A-9" PERMITS REQUIRED FOR COLLECTION”
1 T - 4/10/08, The Leader

Fee: $17.85

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on April 7,
2008 memorialized the following Board
action taken on March 3, 2007:

07-26(V) Ralph Rapuano, 766 & 772
Prospect Street, Block 602, Lots 44 &
45; seeking Minor Subdivision approval
with variances. Applicant proposes to subdivide the current properties and establish
three building lots where two currently
exist for construction of three single-family
homes where two homes now exist. Application approved as amended to establish front yard setback of 32 feet.
07-22 Ralph Rapuano, Frank Altieri
and Allan Chrone, 734 Woodland Avenue, Block 1405, Lot 1 (Town of
Westfield), and Block 22-A, Lot 28 (Town
of Mountainside), and 10 Rodman Lane,
Block 1405, Lot 2 (Town of Westfield, )
Block 22-A, Lot 31 (Town of Mountainside)
owned by William Ryan and Jacqueline
Britt; seeking minor subdivision approval
with no variances. Applicants seeking to
transfer approximately 1,887 square feet
of rear yard of 734 Woodland Avenue
(Town of Westfield) and approximately
703 square feet of rear yard (Town of
Mountainside) to 10 Rodman Lane. Application approved as submitted.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 4/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $38.76
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LIBRARY ASSISTANT

HELP WANTED

Westfield Memorial Library. Parttime Library Assistant with
excellent customer service skills
wanted for busy Circulation desk.
Computer skills required, library
experience a plus. Some daytime
hours, Monday nights, and
alternate Saturdays required.
$11.50/hour; excellent vacation
and sick benefits. Applications
available at the Circulation desk,
550 E. Broad, Westfield NJ
07090 or e-mail resume to
personnel@wmlnj.org EOE

Mature, responsible, pet lover
PT / FT Pet sitter
Dog walker for local business
days / evenings / weekends avail.
Call (908) 928-1748

HOME HEALTH AIDE WANTED

Busy Scotch Plains Garden Center needs FT/PT CASHIERS to
handle busy registers, stock products etc. Weekdays/Weekends
preferred. Call (800) 752-6858
X1134 (Diane) or apply 1325 Terrill
Rd., Scotch Plains, NJ. EOE/MF

P/T home health aide wanted to
assist elderly Scotch Plains lady
with
daily
tasks,
light
housekeeping, bathing, local Dr
trips. Experience and refs req’d.
Call Robert (609) 577-8026
PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMER CAMP STAFF

Scotch Plains day camp seeks
PreK Lead Teachers, Outdoor Ed
& Sports Specialists, Senior
Counselors. Competitive salary.
Email resume to
campyachad@jccnj.org.
CASHIERS NEEDED

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/1/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Route I-78 Eastbound & West Bound, Contract No. 042043490; From West of Drift
Road/Dale Road to Springfield Ave, S.R. 124 (Interchange 49); Berkeley Heights,
Springfield, Union, Millburn Townships, Mountainside, Watchung Boros;
UNION, SOMERSET AND ESSEX COUNTIES; 100% State; DP No: 08110
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 4/3/08, 4/10/08 and 4/17/08, The Leader
Fee: $208.08

Wallpaper
Custom
Painting

By Diego Serrano
TOTAL RESTORATION

(973) 479-1718
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Residential Remodeler • Builder

Ceramic Tile
and Marble
Contractor, LLC

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

908-232-7383
Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

Murph

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Construction

Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

908.233.0900
www.GO-KENT.com

Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588
www.murphconstruction.com

Get Ready For Summer

PATIO PARTY

NSTRUCTION
BOUSQUET CO
Co.

1-800-351-1964

14x14 Paver Patio
72" Tiki Bar • 96" Landscaping Bed

Building & Remodeling
Property Management
Roofing & Siding
New Construction
Historical Restorations

Packages Start At $9,999

732-494-YARD
Serving Union & Middlesex Counties

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork
Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089 / Cell: 908-705-0653

Cursi

BRICK – BL
OCK – CONCRETE – ST
ONE
BLOCK
STONE

MASON CONTRACTOR

For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

732-388-3151

Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

Commercial & Residential

908-654-1662

RO M A N
All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

Full Service
Electrical Construction Co.
Professionalism & Integrity are the
foundation of JDM Electric

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

Home Improvements

Electric, Inc.

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Free Estimates • NJ License #6547
Fully Insured & Bonded
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Middle-School Students
Have Options at Workshop
WESTFIELD – At the 2008 workshop or the improv course,
Westfield Summer Workshop “Whose Line Is It?”
Aspiring actors, who want a com(WSW), middle-school students can
explore more than 70 courses, all plete theatrical experience, may wish
guided by professionals and certi- to become a cast member of this
year’s Summer Stage Theater, which
fied teachers.
will present a fully
The Communistaged production
cations Departof the funk-rock
ment might draw
musical The Wiz
children to TV
on July 29 and 30.
production, video
This class, which
animation or the
meets five periods
latest entry of
daily, includes
mock trial, in
students up to
which participants
will prepare court
grade 10.
This
year’s
cases and roleplay as lawyers,
WSW, open to
witnesses, judges
residents of all
communities, will
and jurors.
be held at Edison
The WSW will
Intermediate
offer dance and
movement classes SAX EDUCATION…Students in in- School, from June
in hip-hop, fenc- termediate school have many options 30 to July 31, from
course selections at the 2008 8:30 a.m. until
ing and volleyball. for
Westfield Summer Workshop, such as
12:30 p.m.
A kaleidoscope this one in the music department.
A registered
class, such as the
popular “CSI: Westfield,” will be nurse is present during the regular
joined by a new one in sports math, workshop hours. Early morning dropin which students will take an inno- off at Edison and a full day of provative approach to doing mathemati- gramming in conjunction with the
cal statistics like tallying bowling Westfield YMCA are also available.
scores or calculating batting averTo learn more, call (908) 518-1551
or visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
ages.
Students who want to sample the East Broad Street in Westfield. On the
stage can enroll in a junior acting web, visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

Photo Courtesy of Howard Fischer

TO GIRLS – WHAT WOULD WE DO WITHOUT THEM…? Jack, played by
Matt McCarthy, center, lifts a cold one to the unseen ladies in the former college
roommates’ lives and those to come. Don (Scott Tyler) listens to Emerson, Lake
and Palmer while Phil, in his boxers, philosophizes with Jack. The Friday, April
11 performance of the Howard Korder comedy Boys’ Life will be presented as part
of the theatre ROCKS! Series, supported by New Jersey Theatre Alliance, this
weekend at the recently renovated Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC). A special $25 ticket price includes premium seats to the performance
and a private reception to network with the cast, crew and peers. A 1980’s party
follows, with live music, food and drinks. For tickets, call the box office at (732)
499-8226 and mention the theatre ROCKS! special.

Acting Bug Will Hit
Westfield this Spring
WESTFIELD – The Contagious
Drama Workshop’s (CDW) spring
mini session will begin on April 23.
In addition to giving kids a taste of
CDW’s acting program, this session
addresses the lull in activity that some
kids may encounter after school shows
end.
CDW, the Westfield-based acting
school for children and teens, offers
classes in dramatic play, creative dramatics, improvisation and scene study.
During this season’s five-week mini
session, older students will have the
opportunity to work on cold readings, monologues, character and story
development, in addition to the theatre games and improvisation that are
part of every class.

The younger students will enjoy a
variety of theatre games, puppet play
and improvisation. The five-week
session represents an opportunity for
students to get a taste of what goes on
in the full-length, 12-week sessions
offered in the fall and winter.
Kids can get more comfortable
getting in front of a group and expressing themselves. Students are
given lots of opportunity to think
both spontaneously and creatively
without worrying about being
“wrong.”
CDW is now accepting enrollment
for its spring mini session. Information
about CDW and this session are available at contagiousdrama.com or by
calling Beth Painter at (917) 836-3740.

Now enrolling for 5 week
Spring Mini Session
Acting and Creative Dramatics
(classes run April 23 - May 22)
• Private Coaching & Scout Badge
programs available
• Classes held in Downtown
Westfield, NJ

Set your creative spirit free . . .

Run Fatboy Run:
Thin on Humor
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT…Scotch Plains teen Chester Baker, a junior at
Oratory Preparatory School in Summit, pictured right, in a recent production of
Little Women, will play the lead role in The Devil and Daniel Webster, presented at
the all boys’ Roman Catholic school on April 11 at 7 p.m. As part of the Arts: Live
program, the school’s drama club will present two one-act plays, while the jazz
ensemble and an a cappella chorus will offer musical numbers, in addition an art
exhibit of teen work will precede the live presentations. The evening is free and open
to the public.

Oratory Prep School
Presents Arts: Live
AREA – The public is invited to
Arts: Live, a Friday, April 11, presentation at Oratory Preparatory School,
located at 1 Beverly Road in Summit.
There is no admission fee to the event,
scheduled from 7 to 9 p.m., which will
present two short dramatic works and
a visual-art exhibition, as well as choral and instrumental numbers.
Scotch Plains teen Chester Baker
takes the lead role in The Devil and
Daniel Webster.
According to the coordinators of
the evening – Rosemary Butler, drama
advisor and teacher of public speaking, and art teacher Susan Preston –
the night will be one filled with the
talents of the seventh- to 12th-grade
boys at the Roman Catholic school.
“Our student theater program will
present two works in progress,” Mrs.
Butler said. Death Knocks by Woody
Allen is a two-person play starring
sophomore Sean Doddy and fellow
sophomore Nick Luther.
The other one-act play, The Devil
and Daniel Webster, by Stephen

Vincent Benet and Robert Schenkkan,
features a cast led by juniors Chester
Baker of Scotch Plains and Neil
O’Dougherty, guest artist Sophie
Goggins and junior Anthony Uzzolino.
Student artwork that was recently
exhibited at the Union County Teen
Arts program at Union College will be
displayed. “I’m excited to have the
parents come to see what terrific things
our students are doing in the fine arts,”
said Mrs. Preston.
A newly formed a capella choral
group, under the direction of teacher
Tom Boniello, will perform two secular numbers. They recently debuted at
the Centennial Mass celebrated at the
school’s anniversary of 100 years of
excellence. The OP Jazz Ensemble,
which consists of 11 pieces, will also
share their musical talents.
Light refreshments will be served.
For directions to the school or more
information about the evening, call
the school during the hours of 8 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. at (908) 273-1084, extension 10.

Senior Artists Can Enter
Union County Art Show
COUNTY – Artists who are 60 years
of age and older, and currently residing
in Union County, are invited to exhibit
an original work of art completed within
the last three years in the annual Union
County Senior Art Show.
Entrants may be either amateurs/nonprofessionals or professionals in status,
and they must submit an application by
June 2 to be eligible for the exhibit.
The Union County Senior Art Show,
which starts with an opening reception,
is held from mid-June to mid-July at the
enclosed atrium of the Elizabethtown
Gas Company, located at 1085 Morris
Avenue in Union.
Any person who meets at least two of
the following criteria is considered a
professional: sold the type of art entered in the exhibition through commercial channels, exhibited in a professional gallery and held a professional
membership in a guild or association.
Following are the 11 categories of
eligible work: oil, acrylic, watercolor,
pastel (includes chalk, charcoal and oil
pastel), print (includes etching, dry point
and intaglio), drawing (including pencil, pen and ink), mixed media (includes collage), sculpture (designed in
three dimensions, carved or constructed
in any medium, abstract or figurative,
painted or unpainted), craft (no kits),
digital imagery (artwork generated or
altered using computer graphics software, including digitally altered original photographs) and photography.
Photos taken by digital camera should
be entered in the photography category,
unless they are digitally altered beyond
an outcome obtainable in a traditional
darkroom setting.
New for this year, hanging artwork,
craft and photos must be no more than

36 inches and no less than 11 inches in
height and width, including matting
and outside frame dimension.
Maximum measurement used to be
38 inches. Standing sculptures or 3-D
crafts may not exceed 18 inches in
height, width or depth, including the
base. Where necessary, pictures must
be protected with glass, Plexiglas, Mylar
or other clear material, and with screws
in the back ready for hanging. Plexiglas
is strongly recommended on pieces
over 24 inches.
Judged by three professional artists,
awards go to first, second, third place
and honorable mention winners in each
category. First-place winners in all categories go on to compete at the State
Senior Art Show, which takes place at
the Route 12 County Complex of
Hunterdon in Flemington in the fall.
Applications must be returned by
June 2. For an application, call the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-2550 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

VACNJ Hosts Program
On ‘Starry Night’
SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) presents “Midnight Full of Stars,” part of the Guest
Curator Series. Sara Lynn Henry, Drew
University Professor Emeritus of Art
History, curates the exhibition.
“Midnight Full of Stars” explores
contemporary art’s interpretation of
Van Gogh’s “Starry Night.”
The opening reception will be held
tomorrow, Friday, April 11, from 6 to
8 p.m. VACNJ is located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit. For more information, contact (908) 273-9121.

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES FOR KIDS AND TEENS

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp
Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

For Kids

An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm
supportive, and fun environment.
Taught by professionals!

Open House
Sunday, April 13, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Polish Cultural Foundation, 177 Broadway, Clark

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS

Be a Star, Shine With Us!!
www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053

A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING
For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

Arriving at long last at the conclusion of Run Fatboy Run, we’ve somehow grown enamored of Simon
Pegg’s Dennis Doyle, a London
slacker who, in the opening scene,
left poor, pregnant Libby (Thandie
Newton) at the altar. Per the predictable plot, he has by now performed
considerable redemptive contortions.
For us, it’s too little too late.
Don’t underestimate the importance of characterization in a farce.
Sure, it’ll be nice if the self-improvement program helps Dennis
right the wrongs of his past and reignites Libby’s love. But as viewers,
we need to like him from the get-go
or at least glimpse the potential. A
wheezy start by Mr. Pegg precludes
this dramatic requirement.
It’s not all his fault. The blame of
a hit-or-miss script must be shared
with co-author Ian Michael Black.
And while David Schwimmer’s big
screen directorial debut isn’t entirely without value, you wouldn’t
want to be aboard a commercial jet
manned by an inaugural endeavor
of similar merit. At least Run Fatboy
Run’s several nosedives aren’t lethal.
Pity is, this didn’t have to be a
washout. You almost see the wouldbe humor trying to peek out from the
miasma. Several times you even begin a titter, only to recede from a
laugh when the joke falters.
It’s especially true of the film’s
earlier portions, when poor production standards, including clanky, ambient clutter on the soundtrack, distract us.
But the buck or, in this case, the
pound ultimately stops with Pegg.
His interpretation of an unambitious
security guard who earns the title
sobriquet when a fleeing, crossdressing shoplifter tauntingly yells
back, “Run fat boy run,” simply lacks
verve. This is hardly the Brit comic
whose novel antics flourished in
Shaun of the Dead (2004).
It all begins with the aforementioned flight from the scene of the
planned nuptials, the pregnant bride
looking on in disbelief and confusion. What a cad. Next scene, it’s
five years hence, and the absconder
arrives at Libby’s digs for his weekly
visit with Jake, the little boy result of
that pregnancy. The goof-off’s sheepishness with Libby says it all.
Yet, at this point, there’s no thought
of performing some great Herculean
act, a super-duper mea culpa to regain Libby’s long lost respect. Jake
loves Daddy all the same. And Libby,
by all definitions a saint, wants her
boy to have a father. So, they’re

stuck with him. But not us. As far as
we’re concerned, he isn’t even a particularly interesting idler.
Big deal, he’s damaged goods.
Who isn’t? You’d think they’d give
him some sort of redeeming quality.
But this guy has no talent and no
claim to our sympathy other than
that he’s a fellow human. He uneventfully splits his time among
work, an apartment where the rent is
perennially due and as resident kibitzer at a friend’s gambling den.
But then, suddenly, because this
film is in as desperate need for an
epiphany as Fatboy, jealousy serves
as a life-changing stimulus. Libby
has met Whit, Dennis’s total opposite, acted in splendidly obnoxious
fashion by Hank Azaria. The skinny
is, we begin rooting for Fatboy not
because he’s earned it, but because
of how much we truly dislike Whit.
This neatly inserted thorn in the
ego of the protagonist reminds of the
estimable negative energy Basil
Rathbone was often called upon to
create. We aren’t supposed to know
it right off, but we’ve seen enough
movies to surmise that, beneath the
veneer of Whit’s great job, terrific
physique and luxury apartment, the
dude is one really big jerk.
He is the modern-day Oil Can
Harry. Instead of twisting his moustache and scheming to tie our damsel
to the train tracks, he aims to dazzle
her with a spin-doctor’s array of false
attributes…to have her mistake trust
and admiration for love. When he
makes a big deal of running marathons for good causes, Dennis laces
up his sneaks. He’ll show ‘em all.
Expect the usual training sequences, replete with essence of hope
springing eternal, as well as an endless assortment of stumbling blocks
to the impossible dream. The biggest challenge, aside from his physical condition, is that he must represent a charity in order to enter the
race. Sponsorship from Erectile Dysfunction Awareness earns an easy
snicker.
Fatboy’s two coaches – a fat and
philosophical Pakistani landlord
(Harish Patel) and Dylan Moran as
his equally lazy best friend – do little
to address the film’s dearth of hilarity. Which is fine if you plan to put
your funny bone on a diet. Otherwise, the slim portions of humor
contained in Run Fatboy Run will
leave you starving for laughs.
***
Run Fatboy Run, rated PG-13, is a
Picturehouse Entertainment release
directed by David Schwimmer and
stars Simon Pegg, Thandie Newton
and Hank Azaria. Running time: 100
minutes.

Premiere Stages Announces
2008 Play Festival Finalists
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will continue its annual
Spring Readings today and tomorrow, April 10 and 11, at 7:30 p.m.
each night in the University Center
Little Theatre, located on Kean’s
Central Campus at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union.
The plays, selected from more than
350 submissions, will be given a professional reading and will be considered for expanded development as
part of the Premiere Stages 2008 summer season.
The public is encouraged to actively engage in the new play developmental process. Evaluation forms
will be distributed, and patrons may
participate in post-reading dialogues
with the writers.
Today, at 7:30 p.m., The Big Tent
by Glen Merzer will be read. The

masters of spin seek an edge in the
no-hold-barred game of politics that
can be waged – and won – only under
The Big Tent.
Tomorrow night will feature the
showcasing of Madison by Guillermo
Reyes. James Madison battles a divided delegation and a determined
widow in this comic romp that leads
the nation toward a more “perfect
union.”
The Premiere Spring Readings are
the catalyst for the Premiere Stages
Play Festival, whose mission is to
encourage and nurture emerging dramatists in New Jersey and the greater
metropolitan area.
Admission and parking for the Premiere Spring Readings Series are free.
For more information, call (908) 7374092
or
visit
kean.edu/
premierestages.

Coffee With Conscience
Series Presents The Dalziels
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its eighth season by presenting Scott
and Michelle Dalziel. The concert
will take place at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, located at 1 East Broad Street (corner of
North Avenue) in Westfield, on Saturday, April 19.
The award-winning Ukelele Lady,
Victoria Vox, will open the show.
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$16. Advance purchase of tickets is
recommended; to do so, go to
scottandmichelle.eventbrite.com.
All net proceeds from this evening’s
concert will be donated to the
Plainfield Chapter of Habitat for
Humanity.
The season will continue with
David Wilcox on May 17 and Small
Potatoes, a duo, on June 21.
The Dalziels met in 1997. They

found strong musical, harmonic and
songwriting chemistry, which led to
them combining forces and collaborating.
The Dalziels describe their music
as “schizophrenic folk.” They dip
down into R & B, pop, jazz, country,
bluegrass and blues.
For more info about the Dalziels,
visit dalziel.net.
The Coffee With Conscience Concert Series is a 10-show series running from September through June at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield that supports local charities.
For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Series, the upcoming performance or
ways in which to get involved with the
series, visit coffeewithconscience.org,
call (908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail
to concerts4causes@aol.com. Volunteers are always appreciated.
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WSO Presents Family
Concert this Saturday
In the case of Peter and the Wolf, the
strings personify Peter, a boy who clevWESTFIELD — Three of the world’s erly traps a wolf, represented by a sinmost famous composers will be fea- ister-sounding melody in the horns.
tured on Saturday when the Westfield Peter’s Grandfather, mindful of the boy’s
Symphony Orchestra (WSO), con- safety in the meadow, comes to mind
ducted by Music Director David Wroe when we hear the bassoon, and the
and Assistant Conductor James Fuerst, drums signify the hunters.
presents a family
The flute, oboe
concert called
and clarinet de“Beauty and the
scribe the actions of
Beasts.” The perthe bird, duck and
formance begins at
cat. These and other
8 p.m. at the Presinstruments tell the
byterian Church in
story while children
Westfield.
also learn about the
The audience
sections of the orwill be treated to
chestra. Because
Sergei Prokofiev’s
the narration acBeauty and the
companies the muBeast, Richard
sic, Mr. Fuerst will
Strauss’
Duet
conduct.
Concertino and
“I [will] narrate
Ludwig
van
the story to a group
Beethoven’s Symof children seated
phony No. 3.
on stage,” Mr. Wroe
According to Mr.
said.
Wroe, the program
He will conduct
reflects examples in
and narrate Duet
music literature of
Concertino by
conflict resolution.
Strauss, known for
“Firstly, juxtaoperas such as Der
posing ill-placed
Rosenkavalier and
faith in force
Salome and largeagainst the majesty
scale orchestral
and dignity of this
works like Don
mammoth compoJuan and Till
sition,” he said of
E u l e n s p i ege l ’s
Beethoven’s Sym- TWO CAN PLAY AT THAT GAME... Merry Pranks. The
Westfield Symphony Orchestra prin- Duet, his final inphony No. 3.
cipals William Shadel, clarinet, top,
“Secondly, con- and Frank Morelli, basoon, feature in strumental work, is
trasting the simplic- Maestro Wroe’s recreation and narra- scored for clarinet
ity and beauty of tion of Richard Strauss’ colorful Duet and bassoon, with
Richard Strauss’ fi- Concertino, an orchestral version of harp and strings.
nal compositional the original tale of Beauty and the Beast.
This is an orchesstyle against the Mr. Shadel’s clarinet represents a prin- tral version of the
confidence and gi- cess and Morelli’s bassoon a bear; when original story of
gantism of pre-war the two instruments dance together, Beauty and the
bear transforms into a prince. Peter Beast. The clarinet,
masterpieces,” he the
and the Wolf will also be performed at
added. “Thirdly, the this family-friendly concert on Satur- played by WSO
narrative
of day, April 12, at 8 p.m. at the Presbyte- principal William
struggle and con- rian Church in Westfield.
Shadel, and basflict resolution in
soon, played by
both Peter and the Wolf and Duet WSO principal Frank Morelli, repreConcertino.”
sent a princess and bear. When they
Prokofiev was one of a handful of dance, the bear becomes a prince.
composers who wrote a piece with
“Few are aware that Duet Concertino
narration to introduce children to the is a work based upon Jeanne-Marie de
orchestra.
Beaumont’s famed 1757 version of the
Among the others are Benjamin fairy tale, the clarinet representing
Britten, who wrote the Young Person’s Beauty and the bassoon representing
Guide to the Orchestra, and Daniel the Beast,” Mr. Wroe said.
Dorff, who composed Billy and the
The final work on the program is
Carnival. Both Dorff and Prokofiev tell Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3, Eroica
stories in their works to create an en- (“Heroic”). Like his other symphonies,
gaging experience for children.
the Third is rich in humanity and demonstrates Beethoven’s gift for building
sound within the orchestra.
Arboretum to Hold
It originally was dedicated to NapoDaffodil Day Event
leon Bonaparte. However, when NapoSUMMIT – Reeves-Reed Arbore- leon crowned himself Emperor of
tum will hold its annual Daffodil Day France, Beethoven furiously erased his
event Saturday, April 26, from 11 name from the title page. That historia.m. to 3 p.m.
cal context and the symphony’s exSome 40,000 daffodils in bloom will tended length, ushering in a new style
be featured during the annual horticul- for the composer, are two of the reasons
tural event at the Arboretum. The Sum- for the work’s prestige.
mit Garden Club will sponsor a plant
** Fun Fact **
sale featuring plants grown in club
members’ gardens and by the horticulWestfield Façade
turists at Reeves-Reed Arboretum.
Appears on ‘SNL’
Guests are invited to mini lectures
on horticulture topics including
WESTFIELD – At the begincomposting, tool sharpening, conning of a “Saturday Night Live”
tainer gardening and more. Children’s
skit this past Saturday, Westfield’s
activities and refreshments will be
Sweet Waters Steakhouse’s façade
offered. All proceeds will support a
was featured as the supposed lohorticulture intern at the Reeves-Reed
cale. One can see that the set built
Arboretum in summer of 2008.
for the interior tries to recreate the
Events and speakers scheduled for
same type of windows as the real
Daffodil Day:
Sweet Waters.
11 a.m., “Plant Sale”; noon, “Care
Sweet Waters owner Frank
of Your Perennials,” with Peter Grant,
DiLollo insisted to The Westfield
director of Horticulture at ReevesLeader and The Times that he knew
Reed; 12:30 p.m., “Caring for Your
“nothing about it” and did not find
Mature Tree Canopy,” with Matt
out until Tim Boyle, co-owner of
Rodda of Bartlett Tree Service; 1
16 Prospect, informed him.
p.m., “Creative Ways to Plant Your
“I said, ‘You’re a liar, but he
Patio Containers,” with Joyce Schmitz
said, ‘I’m telling you, you were on
of the Summit Garden Club; 1:30
‘Saturday Night Live!’”
p.m., “Composting” (speaker to be
Check it out:
announced).
nbc.com/Saturday_Night_Live/
For more information, or to inquire
video/play.shtml?mea=237295
about memberships or private or corporate donations, log on to reevesreedarboretum.org or contact Mary
Beth Cooney, executive director, at
(908) 273-8787, extension 17, or email her at m.cooney@reevesreedarboretum.org.
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By GREG WAXBERG

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FRIENDS TOGETHER…The Friends of Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
meet to prepare this year’s home tour informational mailing. The Friends will
present their Annual Tour of Notable Homes on Saturday, May 10, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Pictured, from left to right, are: Paula Long, Carolyn Fleder, Sharon
Zydney, Lee Corcoran and Shuang guo Wroe. For further information on the
home tour or a schedule of upcoming symphony events, contact the WSO office
at (908) 232-9400.

Friends of WSO to Present
Annual Home Tour, May 10
WESTFIELD – The Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will present its annual Tour of
Notable Homes on Saturday, May 10,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Marking its 24th year as one of
Westfield’s rites of spring, this tour
offers the perfect venue for celebrating Mother’s Day in style.
“The tour is a much-anticipated
local tradition when owners of some
of Westfield’s finest homes generously throw open their doors to the
public,” according to Myriam Gabriel,
Friends home tour chair.
“The town has a wide diversity of
outstanding architecture and stylish
décor, which must be seen to be fully
appreciated.”
A self-guided tour through picturesque neighborhoods of Westfield and
environs, this year’s event features
five elegant and individualized residences, including a ‘scale down’
house owned by a decorator who was
featured in both House Beautiful
magazine and NY Style magazine.
Others include a Minisink Way
home transformed in 2003 from a
three-bedroom ranch into a magnificent six-bedroom colonial-style
home, a beautifully decorated house
in a 55-plus community and two other
distinguished homes that represent a
range of architectural influences and
design sensibilities.
Mrs. Gabriel promised that the tour
would hold “something for everyone.” There will be a musical interlude, the always-popular plant sale
(featuring geraniums in time for
Mother’s Day), a luxury gift basket

raffle and refreshments served in the
garden of one of the homes.
“The home tour is a key element of
the funding mix that’s necessary to
operate the orchestra,” according to
David Wroe, music director of the
WSO.
“The ‘Friends’ have been true to
their name, in this respect, since the
group’s very inception. Supplemental fundraising is critical because only
about a third of our revenue comes
from the sale of concert tickets.”
Mrs. Gabriel said that the Westfield
area is one of only a few smaller
communities nationwide that has a
professional symphony orchestra. She
observed, “It’s truly a community
treasure, adding to the quality of life
here.”
The public is advised to purchase
tickets early for the tour, as this event
is frequently sold-out.
Tickets for the 2008 Tour of Notable Homes are $25 in advance
($30 on May 10) and can be purchased from Friday, April 11, in
Westfield at the office of the WSO,
at Poppyfields, The Town Bank locations, Baron’s Drugs, The Town
Book Store, Coldwell Banker Realtors, Burgdorff Realtors and
Weichert Realtors.
In Mountainside, tickets will be
available at Christoffer’s Florist.
Irma’s Hallmark has tickets available
in Fanwood, and in Cranford, tickets
will be on sale at Martin Jewelers.
For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, call
(908) 232-9400 or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

The Spring Term Begins
At Visual Arts Center of NJ
SUMMIT – Spring classes and
workshops for all ages begin the week
of April 14, at the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey, located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit.
More than 175 classes and workshops in every medium are being
offered this term, which will run until
June 21. Registration is now ongoing
and can be done in person at the art
center by phone at (908) 273-9121 or
online at artcenternj.org.
Some highlights of this session’s
adult classes include:
Introduction to Painting (for teens
and adults), using either oil or acrylic
paints, scheduled for Tuesday evenings.
Beginning Landscape Painting will
increase the student’s understanding
of the fundamentals of oil painting
and runs Wednesday mornings.
Plein Air Painting on Monday
mornings will get attendees outside
in the fresh air to explore the medium

of oil to capture light and color.
Pottery: The Best of Everything
will cover a variety of techniques and
styles in the clay medium and is set
for Wednesday evenings.
Handmade Paper and Beyond, offered on Thursday mornings, will
explore the art of handmade paper
and its many applications.
Adult Workshops, which generally
are held on weekends, offer the ability to take an art class for those who
cannot budget the time during the
week and want to brush up on a specific technique or medium.
A special workshop featuring Al
Lachman will be offered at the art
center the weekend of April 26 and
27. “Painting Secrets,” a workshop
for all skill levels and mediums, will
focus on “energizing people into action” in order to create art.
For additional information, call
(908)
273-9121
or
visit
artcenternj.org.

the farmhouse store

Rosalia Verdun Paints
Acrylic Landscape
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local artist
Rosalia Verdun drew a record crowd at
her March 20 demonstration of how to
paint water.
Starting with an orange-tinted canvas, she showed Scotch Plains Fanwood
Arts Association members and visitors
how she mixes and applies acrylic paint
and how she uses color to create space
and movement in her paintings.
She talked about making reflections
in the water look natural through the
use of size, placement and darkness (or
lightness) of reflected shapes.
Ms. Verdun is versatile in oil, acrylic
and pastel, and her work can be seen in
many local art shows, in addition to the
Alfa Art Gallery in New Brunswick.
For information on her upcoming shows
or to see some of her work, visit
RosaliArt.com.
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association meets every other month
at the Scotch Plains Library, located at
1972 Bartle Avenue.
The group usually gathers on the
third Thursday of the month from 7 to
9 p.m.
The annual art show will be held in
the Scotch Plains Library from April 19
to May 3. For more information about
the group, contact Paula Pearl at (908)
322-2590.
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like no other store in Westfield

pottery – jewelry – glass – metal – textiles – wood – paper

Witches Ball
Glass witches balls have been used for
home protection against evil spirits
and witches spells for centuries.
The bad spirits are drawn into
of the glass and
inside protecting the
home from harm!
$28.99 each

221 North Ave East
Westfield
908-654-0444
www.thefarmhousestore.com
mon-sat 10-6; sun 12-5; thurs till 8

including the arts community, and the businesses. You can’t have one without the
other,” Ms. Peila said. “Now, people can go
shopping, have dinner, see a show, and it
becomes a full evening. When you’re missing one, it’s not a full experience,” Ms. Peila
said.
Mostly, Ms. Peila knows that “you have
to find a way to keep people from leaving
Rahway. It’s important to have everything
available to the city.”
And, according to her, studies show that
the performing arts are important to developing a cultural area. And, while that is part
of the equation, the city has ushered in new
restaurants to complement the growing atmosphere. Housing and job opportunities
are following suit.
“If people are only coming to live, and
have nothing to stay for, then the city loses
out,” Ms. Peila said.
The advisory board, while content with
its short-term gains, will not deviate from its
focus – making sure the city stays healthy in
the long term.
And, as Ms. Peila said, “Without culture,
a community can’t be healthy.”
***
The Arts Guild of Rahway represents
another valuable ingredient to the creation
of culture in the area. Executive Director
Lawrence Cappiello told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that the UCPAC’s
resurgence is part of a “much larger” effort
to redevelop Rahway through a variety of
means, which include the promotion of the
arts as a “component of the overall recreation of what Rahway is and can become.”
He said the arts district, while “anchored
by” UCPAC – what Mayor Kennedy once
called the “jewel of downtown” – has other
components.
Created 11 years ago to serve as a “second anchor” to the area, the guild seeks to
“provide quality arts programming in visual arts, arts education and musical performance,” Mr. Cappiello said.
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Rahway Begins Citywide Renaissance

“Within the next few years, Rahway will
be home to an internationally recognized
dance company and a professional theatre
company, both housed in a property near
the UCPAC and the arts guild,” he noted.
He added that the city’s plan for the arts
district would be realized over the next few
years.
The city already has multiple commercial galleries in the downtown, most notably Edge Art, located on the block just south
of UCPAC.
Edge Art houses a 3,000-piece, museumquality art collection and also sells art books
and out-of-print art exhibit catalogs.
Another recent addition is Galerie FoF,
created by a group of New York artists, all
of whom graduated from the notable School
of Visual Arts in Manhattan, and led by
Rahway artist and police officer Charles
Sabba.
As of last October, the city began First
Thursdays, a monthly event for the public to tour the galleries and artists’ spaces
while also enjoying live music and performances. These evenings, on the first
Thursday of each month, “present, and
make available to a growing regional
public, a wide range of visual-arts presentations, musical performances and
other related cultural activities,” remarked Mr. Cappiello.
First Thursdays has brought many new
visitors to the arts guild each month.
According to Mr. Cappiello, “The
growth of arts activity and the city’s efforts to promote the arts…indicates a
healthy and exciting focus on the arts,
which most certainly benefits the arts
guild as it helps the city and provides rich,
rewarding and entertaining activity for
visitors from a wide surrounding region.”
UCPAC is just the beginning of
Rahway’s renaissance. With new restaurants, retail shops and businesses, in addition to emerging cultural outlets, the City
of Rahway is fast becoming a sole destination.

Stefan Duris’ “Awakenings,” created before 9/11, is being used to help victims of
the tragedy.

Westfield’s Stefan Duris Uses
Artwork to Help 9/11 Victims
WESTFIELD – This past March, partments or individuals for $1,000.
Stefan Duris of Westfield started his Mr. Duris will then donate 11 percent
out of every $1,000 directly to foun“Tribute to 9/11 Project.”
Mr. Duris created “Awakenings,” a dations for 9/11 and to 9/11 victims
vivid painting of the Twin Towers, on and their families.
The artist has made high quality,
August 28, 2001, finishing the work
highlighted 18” x 24” reproductions
on September 6 of that year.
The artist then brought the original on framed canvases. Each reproduction will come
painting to Swain
with a receipt of
Galley
in
authenticity that is
Plainfield on Sepsigned, dated and
tember 8, 2001, for
numbered.
professional framThe work feaing. All events octures a colorful sky
curred before, and
of blended reds,
without knowloranges and yeledge of, what was
lows, enclosing the
to come.
skyline of New
As a way to give
York City pre-9/
back to families
11.
who suffered durThe reproducing the tragedy,
tion of “AwakenMr. Duris has beStefan Duris
ings” will also be
gun his 9/11
project, going to all police and fire on permanent display at La Atelier
departments in New Jersey (before Gallery on Bleeker Street in New
branching out to departments in Man- York City starting on July 28.
hattan and New York State) and putFor any further information about
ting his work up for sale.
the artist or the artist’s “Tribute to 9/
The artist will sell limited repro- 11 Project,” contact him at (908) 654ductions of “Awakenings” to all de- 0275 seven days a week.
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Steel Magnolias Highlights
Power of Humor, Friendship
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN — From snappy costumes and a vibrant set (Hugh
Landwehr) to sublime lighting and
charismatic actors, Robert Harling’s
Steel Magnolias lights up Paper Mill
Playhouse.
This dramatic comedy about the
friendship of six Southern women,
all associated through a beauty parlor, tackles the challenge of losing a
daughter and companion.
Truvy’s beauty shop owner, and
the glue that keeps the girls together, Truvy Jones (Charlotte

her ballet-trained figure, still apparent at her 64 years.
Of course, who can forget Ousier
Boudreaux (Beth Fowler), a gruff,
type-A personality, dressed in disheveled clothes covered in dog hair
from her adored collie? Ms. Fowler,
a two-time Tony Award nominee,
brings a perfect balance of old
grump and true-gal-pal, never allowing the audience to ever hate her
character, but to laugh at her unusual ways.
Kelly Sullivan does a fine job as
perky Shelby Eatenton-Latcherie,
the bride-to-be turned newlywed.

Photo by Gerry Goodstein

WOMEN OF STEEL...From left to right, Kelly Sullivan (Shelby EatentonLatcherie), Kelly Bishop (Clairee Belcher) and Charlotte Booker (Truvy Jones)
gather at Truvy’s beauty salon.

Booker) is a vibrant ball of energy.
It is only matched by her well-placed
wit, electric-hued outfits and Dollyesque halo of curls that have a life
of their own as they bounce along as
Truvy trounces across the stage in
her stilettos.
Then, there’s socialite Clairee
Belcher (Kelly Bishop) with her
ballsy airs, which soften as she allows the viewers to see that she is a
kind-hearted cohort to her five closest girlfriends. Ms. Bishop won a
Tony for her role as Sheila in the
1976 original A Chorus Line, and
her Broadway experience shows in
her nuanced performance, as does

$5

She’s all gumdrops and daises. As if
her cheeky clothes and sun-doused
hair generate the rosy outlook on
life she needs in order to forget her
struggle with diabetes.
New to the town of Chinquapin
Parish, La., hairstylist Annelle
Dupuy-Desoto (Kate Wetherhead)
is played with versatility, from
frumpy outsider to trendy leader to
evangelical eccentric, almost to a
fault.
Her changes of appearance are
abrupt, and Ms. Wetherhead cannot
find that magical link for Annelle to
tie-in with the circle of friends. Then
there is the fiasco of her ill-fitting

wigs, by Mark Adam Rampmeyer.
Sure, this girl has no style, but her
mussed-up, dried-out hairpieces just
add to the disconcerting reaction.
Aside from the acting, Jeff Croiter
makes the show all about the lighting. He subtly changes the direction of light between scenes.
In the opener, the full wattage
illumination mimics the sunny
spring morning of Shelby’s pinkperfect wedding day. The brightness floods the salon, enhancing
the soft yellows and grass greens of
the beauty shop’s décor, virtually
bringing the vibrancy of
springtime’s blooming life to the
indoors.
Then, as the story unfolds, the
lighting changes to reflect the evolving moods. By the end of the last
act, the shop’s Technicolor spirit is
diminished, and the only lights on
are directed at the players and the
mossy exterior.
It sets the tone for M’Lynn
Eatenton’s (Monique Fowler) melancholy soliloquy about the loss of
her daughter, Shelby. This scene is
certainly Ms. Fowler’s most challenging, and she’s able to stir a few
wet eyes from the audience with her
poignant dialogue.
Not only does the lighting lead
the viewer through the timeline, but
so do the costumes.
David Murin pulls off a crazy
collection of 1980’s attire. Truvy
first sashays on stage in her hotpink jeans and electric-blue Western shirt, adorned with glittering
trim, and her makeup matches with
just enough pop of color to put her
over-the-top, as is fitting.
And Shelby’s suite of preppy, cotton-candy pink and baby pink clothing, her “signature color,” as Shelby
says, brings a smile. As the goodtimes fade, the colors mute.
Although sadness does come, the
play makes a point to find the humor and the happiness that good
friendships bring to each of these
cast of characters – women as strong
as “Steel” and as sweet as the scent
of “Magnolias.”

Erratum
In an article on the Harvest
Quilters of Central New Jersey, last
week, we regrettably called “Sharing the Quilts” a sale. The event
functions as a show, not a sale. We
apologize for the error.

ER
F
F
O r 16 cket
L
A
CI unde ult ti
E
P
S
nts of ad
e
d
Stu chase
ur
p
h
it

w

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Maestro Wroe recreates and narrates
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On a mid-March evening, the Union
County Performing Arts Center
showed off the reopened and renovated
facility. At top left are: Sandy Erwin,
the theatre’s executive director;
Michael Merlis, one of the owners of
Luciano’s Restauarant in Rahway; and
Kerry O’Connor, owner of Beana’s
Mexican Restaurant in Rahway. At
top right, the SP-F Jazz Band, directed
by Durand Thomas, entertains.

Rahway Begins Citywide
Renaissance, Starts with UCPAC
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The Union County Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) is pegged as
the cornerstone to citywide rejuvenation in
Rahway but could not always be counted on
as a linchpin for such lofty goals.
Sandy Erwin, the UCPAC’s executive
director, freely admits that fact. It is why it
was rewarding for her to hear the outpouring of praise heaped on the facility during a
mid-March get-together with theatre backers, Rahway business owners, key players
in the city’s redevelopment movement and
friends of the center. After an extensive
capital-improvement project, the theatre
looks better than ever.
“It’s wonderful being the executive director now. It’s been a tough 20 months,
trying to keep on people’s minds,” Ms.
Erwin said.
In 2006, the County of Union purchased
the historic site, located at 1601 Irving
Street, and oversaw the effort to revive it. A
bulk of the work, including the restoration
of the interior’s ornate plasterwork and the
façade, had been completed decades ago.
This time around, efforts focused on providing the center with a sufficient backstage
area and “opulent” dressing rooms, Ms.
Erwin said.
In addition, she said recent construction
work included creating a new rehearsal
studio, which will benefit smaller shows,
and a new roof to protect the plasterwork.
Now, the upgrades, when viewed in totality, “make programming opportunities
nearly endless,” she said.
“The thing I love about it,” she said,
“…[is] that people go in and are proud to be
a part of it [the theatre]…They are enjoying
seeing the way it looks.”
Artists who have graced the UCPAC’s
stage have “remarked about crummy dressing rooms,” Ms. Erwin admitted. The recent upgrades “change people’s attitudes.”
Now, she said, the center is big enough to
hold groups such as the Westfield Symphony Orchestra, while having sufficient
room for performers to warm up.
UCPAC also presents works with child
and teenage performers in addition to its
amateur and professional entertainers.
However, despite all of the above changes,
the theatre’s “coolness,” more literally than
figuratively, has arguably made the most
difference.
The UCPAC, which used to be unbear-

ably hot during summer months, now boasts
air-conditioning; that addition more than
any, Ms. Erwin said, “has a direct connection with the programs we can offer.”
During the mid-March evening, some
people, returning to the center for the first
time in years, reminisced about when their
children had attended summer camp in the
“beastly hot” facility but, nevertheless, still
loved the arts experience. Now, they speak
about how “fortunate” the current generation of children are to experience the arts in
such a lavish, air-conditioned environment.
For the first hour of the night, members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s
SP-F Jazz Band graced the stage.
“The young people walked through and
saw that there is a professional dressing
room, with a mirror and lights, and that they
could all fit,” gushed Ms. Erwin, about the
band members’ reactions to playing at the
1,300-seat center. “They were so thrilled to
be in a professional theatre.”
Other people at the March event said they
were simply happy that the theatre was
saved.
The facility that houses the UCPAC
opened in 1928. The Rahway Theater, as it
was called, was home to silent films and
Vaudeville acts. As the center’s website
confesses, by the early 1970s, “the theatre
had fallen into disrepair.” Restoration began in 1984, and in October 1985, the
county freeholders renamed the facility.
Elements of the original structure remain, including the original Wurlitzer organ. The instrument was actually installed
in the theatre before it opened to the public.
“It still works and sounds terrific,” Ms.
Erwin said. “There’s nothing like an organ
accompaniment. People were very happy
that we were able to save the organ.”
Many people who are new to the city or
have never ventured inside, Ms. Erwin said,
have no idea how immaculate a place it is.
‘“They walk up the ramp to the auditorium, and it opens up before them. It’s so
ornate… You don’t know that from the
sidewalk. They’re so thrilled and always
say, ‘Ah, what a beautiful theatre.’”
***
A new tenant at the UCPAC, the Alliance
Repertory Theatre Company had previously been a “vagabond company,” according to Michael Driscoll, artistic director of
the company. In 2006, the company, which
had been performing at the Linden Presbyterian Church for a year and a half, said the

experience of performing at UCPAC has
been “absolutely fabulous.”
Next year, he said the company would
run four shows and utilize the additional
space on the back of the center for two
smaller productions. When the company
performs larger-scale shows, such as Neil
Simon plays, it will use the main stage.
Mr. Driscoll said when actors come to
audition at UCPAC, their first reaction is
“Oh, my God…” The same can be said for
“flabbergasted” audience members who
cannot believe that Rahway is home to such
a place.
Mr. Driscoll said he is “excited to be part
of the whole revitalization…It’s starting to
pick up.” He said by the end of his lifetime,
he thinks Rahway could look like a “little
Red Bank.”
***
Changes at the UCPAC come at a time
when Rahway is looking to solidify itself
both as a city and as a formal arts district.
Catherine Peila, executive director of the
Rahway arts district advisory board, noted
that the development of an entire “arts district” is what the city strives to achieve.
In the early 1990s, Rahway Mayor James
Kennedy put forth a master plan that would
help sustain economic growth and development. The cultivation of the arts district is
part of that plan, Ms. Peila said.
In the years since, millions of dollars
have been pumped into the redevelopment
of the area around UCPAC where the arts
district lies.
Ms. Peila said the arts advisory board
acts “like a think tank,” working to support
the cultural development of the district.
A sizeable portion of the board’s goal has
been achieved by the UCPAC’s facelift and
by making it a year-round operation.
“If it’s only open half of the time, it
doesn’t have consistent flow, and people
forget about you,” Ms. Peila said. “The fact
that it is open year-round means it’s important to the revitalization of the city and the
businesses.”
What Rahway officials and the advisory
board envision is an area that offers visitors
and residents the opportunity to have a
complete night out. The only way that can
be achieved, however, is to have the city and
its businesses working in concert.
“It’s important to develop both – the city,
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