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Peter Williams, Dondi, A Life’s Lesson, 1999, oil on canvas, 48 x 60 in. [Postcard image]
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‘Special Evening’ Showcases Art,
Dance Side-By-Side at VACNJ

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Three local artistic
organizations came together on Sep-
tember 7 to present “A Special
Evening of the Arts,” an event that
showcased two forms of art rarely
seen side by side – the visual and

performing arts.
In an energized evening that was as

much a feast for the soul as it was for
the eye, the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) and
domogallery, both of Summit, and
Lydia Johnson Dance of South Or-
ange merged the many facets of cre-
ativity into one all-encompassing
evening of artistic joy.

The event debuted “Artistic Re-
pair,” an exhibit of the work of con-
temporary artist Peter Williams,
which will remain on display at
VACNJ until November 25.

Mr. Williams uses color liberally
in his work to emphasize his per-
sonal commentary on the racial and
social issues present in America to-
day.

Mostly autobiographical in nature,
the paintings in “Artistic Repair”
demonstrate the conflicted cultural
identity evidenced by an African
American in society as a whole and
in the artistic community in particu-
lar.

For example, Mr. Williams’s past
and present collide in “Dondi: A Life’s
Lesson,” where the child in the oil on
canvas work is the artist himself.

While Mr. Williams greeted ex-
hibit-goers in the VACNJ’s Palmer
Gallery, upstairs in the double arts
studio, members of Lydia Palmer
Dance, the resident dance troupe of
the South Orange Performing Arts
Center (SOPAC), gave contemporary
dance performances inspired by “Ar-

tistic Repair.”
Like the conflicts and contradic-

tions in Mr. Williams’s artwork, the
choreography performed by Ms.
Johnson’s dancers was both energetic
and somber.

Part classical ballet and part con-
temporary dance, the 20-minute-long
performance presented an interesting
and thought-provoking commentary
on the issues raised in Mr. William’s
work.

Throughout the evening, a specially
designated “art bus” shuttled guests
between VACNJ and domogallery, a
contemporary art gallery located in
downtown Summit.

There, arts lovers could see “An
Artful Life,” a compilation of art-
work and objects d’art from the pri-
vate collection of Patricia A. Bell,
senior vice president of Investments
with Merrill Lynch in Short Hills.

Mari D’Alessandro, VACNJ direc-
tor of Exhibition Programs, curated
the domogallery collection.

“In the case of this New Jersey
collector, a deep appreciation of art
and artists is an extension of a life
filled with color, light, intellectual
pursuit, wit, whimsy and a great sense
of personal style,” said Ms.
D’Alessandro.

“[Her] choices of art and objects,
friends and food, wine and work make
for a deliciously rich life,” she said.

For exhibit hours of “Artistic Re-
pair,” contact VACNJ at (908) 273-
9121. For exhibit hours of “An Artful
Life,” contact domogallery at (908)
608-0079.

See additional photos from the event
on page 21.
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opera in concert
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Town Bookstore Hosts
‘Little Married’ Author

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet-
and-greet for author Debra Borden.

She will sign copies of her book,
“A Little Bit Married,” on Saturday,
October 6, from 2 to 4 p.m.

“A Little Bit Married” is the tale of
one woman’s struggle to keep the
pieces together as her idyllic world
falls apart. The book explores the in-
betweens of happiness and despair in
one woman’s marriage and experi-
ences as a wife and mother.

Thebook store is located at 270
East Broad Street. Anyone unable to
attend can call (908) 233-3535 and
reserve an autographed copy.

NJWA Music Studio
Welcomes Geyer

WESTFIELD – Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

(NJWA), has an-
nounced that R.
Brent Geyer has
joined the staff of
the music studio
as a piano and
cello instructor.

A graduate of
West Chester
University with a
Bachelor of Mu-
sic degree in edu-

cation and piano performance, Mr.
Geyer is an elementary strings and
music teacher in the Westfield school
system.

He previously taught piano at the
Friedlander Piano Studio in West
Chester, Pa., and has extensive en-
semble and performance experience.
He has been an accompanist at the
Academy of Music in Philadelphia
and the South African Benefit Re-
cital, a member of the American Cho-
ral Directors Association and the re-
cipient of awards and scholarships.

Also an accomplished cellist, Mr.
Geyer has performed at the Univer-
sity of Villanova production of Twelfth
Night and with the West Chester Uni-
versity Symphony Orchestra.

For more information, visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.

R. Brent Geyer

EduardoCalcaño, Daniel Borowski, Daesan No, Jyeun Cholee

Artist Makes Environmental
Impact in ‘Missing Trees’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield artist Pat
Brentano’s environmental position is
simple and direct. She wants to put a
stop to the cutting down of trees.

Her passionate stance against the
destruction of trees, particularly of
those in her own neighborhood, in-
spired a series of 10 4’x5’ wooden
three-dimensional drawings, each de-
picting a different endangered tree.

Collectively, Ms. Brentano calls
her work “Missing Trees,” although
the individual pieces are untitled.

The 10 drawings have been installed
in locations specifically chosen for
their environmental responsibility.

Locally, “Missing Trees” drawings
are at Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside and
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

One drawing is also displayed in
front of the artist’s residence at 279
Watchung Fork.

“Each drawing represents a type of
tree that I have actually observed
being cut down and destroyed,” said
the artist, adding that she tried to
place each drawing as close to its
natural environment as possible.

Other “Missing Tree” drawings can
be found at The Great Swamp Water-
shed, The Friends of the Great Swamp
Refuge, Shade Tree Management
Board in Madison, The Institute for
Women’s Leadership at Rutgers Uni-

versity, The Raptor Trust, The
Monmouth Museum and the NJ High-
lands Council at Highlands Ridge
Park in Chester.

The tree in each drawing is cut out
of its wooden surrounding, which,
according to Ms. Brentano, “allows
the color of nature to come through
the negative.”

While the outline of the tree is
visible, the essence of the tree is not,
and this forces the viewer to face the
statement Ms. Brentano wishes to
make: the tree is missing due to envi-
ronmental irresponsibility.

During the creation of “Missing
Trees,” Ms. Brentano received help
from Hugh Goodspeed, a master car-
penter and preservationist who cut
the drawings after she transferred
them to the wood. Mr. Goodspeed
also helped with the installation.

Ms. Brentano created the drawings
in her studio in Scotch Plains.

In addition to making an environ-
mental statement, “Missing Trees”
gives Ms. Brantano an opportunity to
put one of her artistic philosophies
into practice.

“I want to bring my work to the
public instead of having the public go
somewhere to see my work,” she said.
“I am interested in bringing art to the
people.”

The “Missing Trees” exhibit coin-

courtesy of Pat Brentano
SOMETHING’S MISSING...Westfield artist Pat Brentano’s “Missing Trees”
exibit is a series of wooden three-dimensional drawings, each depicting a different
endangered tree. Each piece in the 10-work series sits in a different outdoor location.

WSO to Debut at Summit
Church With All-Star Cast

WESTFIELD – Renowned opera
soloists will appear in Summit next
Friday at 8 p.m. at the Central Presby-
terian Church (CPC) as the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra presents its sea-
son opener, Rigoletto in concert.

Korean lyrical soprano Jiyeun Cholee
of the Seoul National Opera will sing
the role of Gilda. A Julliard scholarship
recipient, Ms. Cholee has performed
throughout the world and at such U.S.
venues as Carnegie Hall.

“Hers is a voice that drips sweet
melancholy and promises to enthrall
our New Jersey audience,” said WSO
music director David Wroe.

Returning to the WSO after appear-
ing with them last May, Daeson No
will interpret the title role of Rigoletto.

Acclaimed Venezuelan tenor
Eduardo Calcaño, from Vienna’s

Hochschule fur Musik and the
Giuseppe Verdi Conservatory in Milan,
will sing the role of Duke of Mantua.

“Mr. Calcaño has a passion and
intensity perfect for this character,”
said MaestroWroe.

Polish bass Daniel Borowski will
sing the role of Sparafucile. He cur-
rently appears in Don Giovanni at the
New York City Opera.

This Rigoletto performance marks
a partnership between the WSO and
CPC’s Sanctuary Arts Series.

Tickets, between $25 and $65, may
be purchased from the WSO at 224
East Broad Street or by calling (908)
232-9400; they are also available at
Fastframe in Westfield, Martin Jew-
elers in Cranford and World Of Mu-
sic in Summit. For more information,
visit westfieldsymphony.org.

CONTINUED: ‘MISSING TREES’21

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE ARE MARSHALL...Garry Marshall, far right, and Paul Williams, far
left, the creators of Happy Days: The Musical, gather with some of the cast
members of the show, which debuts this week at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
Milburn. “Paper Mill is a great place to kick it off,” Mr. Marshall told the
crowd at Millburn’s special kick-off block party, held on Sunday.

Inside A&E:Inside A&E:Inside A&E:Inside A&E:Inside A&E:

‘Happy Days’ Are Here Again‘Happy Days’ Are Here Again‘Happy Days’ Are Here Again‘Happy Days’ Are Here Again‘Happy Days’ Are Here Again

21


