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AARP Meeting on Tap
For Monday Afternoon

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, October 1, beginning at 1
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Marilyn Rodda from the Seeing
Eye Institute in Morristown will be
there with her dog and will explain
the process she experienced to adopt
her dog. The mission of Seeing Eye is
to enhance the independence, dignity
and self-confidence of blind people
through the use of seeing-eye dogs.

A trip is planned for Tuesday, No-
vember 13, to the Brownstone to see
a musical comedy entitled The
Bickermans Renew Their Vows. The
cost of $65 covers bus transporta-
tion, a full course dinner served fam-
ily style at noon, plus gratuity. To
make a reservation and for more
details, please call the trip chairper-
son at (908) 232-1362.

Chapter members are asked to
bring a non-perishable food item to
the October 1 meeting for the Holy
Trinity Food Pantry in Westfield.

Retired Pastor to Give Talk
On Spirituality of Protest

WESTFIELD – On Thursday, Oc-
tober 4, the Reverend Ken Lasch will
present a talk for Union County Voice
of the Faithful (VOTF) on the spiritu-
ality of protest at 7:30 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield.

With the book “Midwives of an
Unnamed Future” by Mary Ruth Broz
and Barbara Flynn as his context,
Reverend Lasch will speak about all
those who have “midwived” him as
priest, pastor and advocate for survi-
vors of clergy sexual abuse. He will
offer it as a paradigm for all in the
reform movement.

A retired pastor of St. Joseph Church
in Mendham, Reverend Lasch has
worked to support the victims of clergy
abuse. His efforts will be recognized
at the national VOTF meeting in Octo-
ber in Providence, R.I., at which the
national organization will present him
with the Priest of Integrity award.

The mission of VOTF is to provide
a prayerful voice through which the
faithful can actively participate in
the governance and guidance of the
Catholic Church. Its goals are to
support victims of clergy sexual
abuse, to support priests of integrity
and to shape structural change within
the Catholic Church.

The First United Methodist Church
is located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield. For directions, please ac-
cess fumcwestfield.org/about/
directions.htm.

Church Invites Public
For Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – Beginning on Sun-
day, September 30, the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks in
Bates Hall at the church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue.

All are invited to walk the laby-
rinth any time between 1 and 4 p.m.
but are asked to begin their walk by
3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will be
held the first Sunday of every month
unless otherwise specified. For more
details on the labyrinth program or
future walks, please call the church
at (908) 276-8440.

Prayer and Vision: The Way
They Can Enrich Our Lives

REV. RAYMOND R. ROBERTS

The novelist Iris Murdoch is one of
my favorite modern philosophers.
Some might be surprised at that, since
she rejected Christian faith. Still, I
find a number of things about her
appealing.

She makes a wonderful apology
for the importance of “God” for eth-
ics and philosophy. Her case for “a
single, perfect, transcendent, non-rep-
resentable, and necessarily real ob-
ject of attention” is sublime. Few
theologians ever made a better case
for God’s existence.

For another thing, her account of
moral psychology has taught me a lot
about intercessory prayer.

In a lecture, titled “The Sovereignty
of the Good,” Murdoch offers a fa-
mous thought experiment. She asks
us to imagine an aristocratic mother-
in-law who believes that her son has
married beneath himself. The mother-
in-law views the daughter-in-law as
common, cheap and low. Because the
mother-in-law is a self-controlled
Englishwoman, she always behaves
properly, exhibiting perfect grace.

Recognizing that her feelings to-
ward her daughter-in-law are tinged
by unworthy feelings of jealousy for
her son’s attention, the mother-in-
law sets about a moral task to change
how she sees her daughter-in-law.

She gives herself exercises in vi-
sion. When she is tempted to say
“coarse,” she will say “spontaneous.”
When she is moved to say “common,”
she will say and see “fresh and naïve.”
Over time, the exercises work and her
vision of her daughter-in-law evolves.

Although her behavior has not
changed, Murdoch argues that the
mother-in-law has achieved an im-
portant moral victory. Her graceful
actions require much less effort and
control because they flow naturally
from genuine affection.

Murdoch drew on this experiment
to chide modern philosophy’s preoc-
cupation with moral decisions and
“choices.” “Religion,” she says, “nor-
mally emphasizes states of mind as
well as actions…regards states of
mind as the genetic background of
action [and] provides devices for the
purification of states of mind.”

She concludes, “Whatever one
thinks of its theological context, it
does seem that prayer can actually
induce a better quality of conscious-
ness and provide an energy for good
action which would not otherwise be
available.”

Murdoch’s observations connect
the Christian practice of intercessory
prayer. Think how Jesus called his
disciples to pray for our enemies
(Matthew 5:44). Whatever else Jesus
means by this, isn’t he inviting us, in
Murdoch’s words, to hold our en-
emies in a “just and loving gaze.”
Indeed, Christian faith offers re-
sources Murdoch never explored.

As we pray for others, we hold
them up before the God we confess to
be Creator and Redeemer of the world.
Our view of our enemies then takes
on a larger view than our personal
hurt and the historical circumstances
that have created enmity.

This does not mean that our en-
emies will suddenly stop trying to do
us ill, but it does open us to the
possibility of hearing God’s wisdom
and direction. When opportunities for
reconciliation present themselves, we
may be ready to seize them before
they pass. No wonder James says,
“The prayers of a righteous person
avail much.” (James 5:16).

* * * * * * *
Reverend Roberts is pastor of The

Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Thrift Shop to Feature
Items For Halloween
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-

vice League will begin selling a large
selection of Halloween costume cloth-
ing and accessories beginning Tues-
day, October 2, at its thrift shop.

Additionally, the shop will feature
its regular merchandise of men’s,
women’s and children’s fall and win-
ter clothing, plus books, toys, jew-
elry, bric-a-brac and shoes.

The service league also operates a
consignment shop. Both shops are
open Tuesday through Saturday from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and both are located
at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield.

The Westfield Service League is a
non-profit, volunteer organization. All
proceeds from the shops are donated
to local charities. For more informa-
tion, please call the thrift shop at
(908) 233-2530 or the consignment
shop at (908) 232-1223.

Mr. Boothe to Discuss
Habitat For Humanity
WESTFIELD – Former Westfield

Councilman and Mayor Garland
“Bud” Boothe will discuss “Habitat
for Humanity” at the First Wednesday
Luncheon of the Westfield Historical
Society. It will take place October 3 at
B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Boothe is a volunteer with
Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit,
ecumenical Christian housing orga-
nization dedicated to building decent,
affordable housing in partnership with
people in need.

He will relate some of the history
of the organization and tell why he
decided to become a volunteer. Mr.
Boothe also will describe some of his
experiences while working on vari-
ous projects in cities throughout the
United States, Europe and Asia.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by noon on Monday, October
1, by calling (908) 233-2930. The
cost of the luncheon is $15, includ-
ing gratuity.

Author to Tell S.A.R.
About Historic Battle
WESTFIELD – The West Fields

Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet on Monday,
October 1, at 8 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building Community
Room, located at 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Manhattan-based writer and his-
torian Barnet Schecter, author of “The
Battle for New York” and other books,
will be the guest speaker. His topic
will be “The Battle for New York.”

Copies of the speaker’s book will
be available for sale. The meeting will
be open to the public and light refresh-
ments will be served. For information,
please call Warren Fristensky, chapter
president, at (908) 654-1731.

BE WHATEVER YOU WANT TO BE…Lee Pratt and Louise Kolaranda,
employees of the Westfield Service League’s thrift shop, try on a small sampling
of the costumes and accessories that will be available for sale at the shop beginning
Tuesday, October 2. The shop is located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield. See
release with further details on this page.

Harvest Festival on Sunday
To Celebrate Early America
MOUNTAINSIDE – The 26th an-

nual Harvest Festival will take place
rain or shine this Sunday, September
30, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center, 452  New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
the Department of Parks, Recreation
and Facilities, the event will feature
displays and demonstrations includ-
ing a Revolutionary War encamp-
ment, quilting, canoe building, gun-
smithing, soap making, bobbin lace
making, loom work, Colonial games,
basket making, fur trapping, fur trad-
ing and butter churning.

Other event highlights will be Na-
tive American traditional dancing,
singing and tales from artist Jerry Thun-
dercloud McDonald; the tunes of Kurt
Gallagher; the barbershop harmony of
the Rahway Valley Jerseyaires and the

music of Fresh Cut Grass.
The festival also will feature Na-

tive American lodge and artifact dis-
plays, storytelling and performances;
Colonial and Native American crafts
and work skills; a petting zoo; pony
rides; log sawing and shingle split-
ting. A “Build a Scarecrow” contest
also will be offered, for which there
will be a nominal fee.

Vendors will be on site selling a
wide variety of food such as corn on
the cob, baked potatoes, bratwurst,
kettle corn, ice cream, funnel cake
and freshly squeezed lemonade.

Admission is $3 per person, with
children ages seven and younger ad-
mitted free of charge. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org.

Always wear protective apparel as recommended in your instruction manual.

STIHL - 8,000 Servicing Dealers Nationwide!

stihlusa.com
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Save Now on the  
Quality of STIHL!

$21995

MS 180 C-B STIHL MiniBoss™

One of our most popular 
homeowner saws

Exclusive toolless Quick Chain 
Adjuster for fast, easy chain 
adjustment

MS 250 Chain Saw

$29995
Designed for firewood cutting  
and around-the-home tasks

Excellent power-to-weight ratio

MS 290 STIHL Farm Boss®

Our most popular model – 
the name says it all!

Side access chain 
tensioner and IntelliCarb™ 
compensating carburetor

$33995
16” bar16” bar

14” bar

MS 180 C-B / MS 180 C-BE 
FREE Extra Chain and STIHL Hat 

A $20.00 Value

MS 250 / MS 250 C-BE 
FREE Carrying Case and STIHL Hat 

A $40.00 Value

MS 290 
FREE Carrying Case, Extra Chain and STIHL Hat 

A $60.00 Value

Offer ends 10/31/07. See dealer for details. 

Purchase one of these featured chain saws and receive 
FREE STIHL accessories.

FREE OFFERS!

The Eardly T. Petersen Co.

Rick Recht Band Set
To Perform at Temple

AREA – Musician Rick Recht
and his band will perform in a
Festival of Sukkot/Havdalah Con-
cert on Saturday, September 29,
at 7 p.m. at Temple Sha’arey Sha-
lom, located at 78 South Spring-
field Avenue in Springfield. The
public is invited to attend.

Pre-concert tickets are $10 for
adults, $7 for students and free for
those under age five. Tickets at
the door will be $15 for adults,
$10 for students and free for chil-
dren under age five. For more de-
tails or to purchase pre-concert
tickets, please contact Temple
Sha’arey Shalom Family Educa-
tor Mindy Schreff at (973) 379-
5387 or e-mail office@shaarey.org.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE 

 
  The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that 
Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. 
Outhwaite, Esq. and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq. will present to the public a free 

seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” at The 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark on Thursday, October 18, 2007 and Saturday, 
October 20, 2007.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for 

over 35 years, Mr. Outhwaite for over 17 years and Lisa Stein-Browning for 
over 2 years, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer your 
questions concerning separation, divorce, division of assets, domestic violence 
and post-divorce Court review of alimony and child support as well as the law 

governing civil unions.   
 
  Information will also be provided on divorce mediation, an 
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce mediation offers 

the potential for significant savings while assuring that your rights are fully 
protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court 
proceedings. 
 

  If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating 
divorce, or if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or 
divorce, this Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the 

Seminar may be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 
former spouses.  Free Personal Consultation to All Attendees.  

 

WHERE: 

The Crowne Plaza Hotel 

36 Valley Road  

Clark, New Jersey 07066 

732-574-0100 

 

WHEN: 

Thursday, October 18, 2007 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Saturday, October 20, 2007 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Reservations Required (no names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served 


