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Soccer Blue Devils Shut Out
Irvington Blue Knights, 5-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SPF Football Raiders Go 2-0,
Trample East Side Boys, 27-13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the ground and 16 yards in the air.
Fullback Marcus Green rushed 36
yards on four carries and had two
receptions for 27 yards. The –11 yard
reception came when quarterback
Mike Chervenyak’s pass was tipped
back into his hands. Back Kameron
Williams carried the ball four times
in the second half for 35 yards.

All was not pretty, however, as the
Raiders’ special teams had a special
problem of focusing, only one of four
point-after attempts were successful
and several holding penalties and turn-
overs that threw off the Raiders’ of-
fensive rhythm. East Side’s Qayim
Bell burned the special teams on the
opening kickoff with an 85-yard TD
return and, at the start of the second
half, the Red Raiders recovered a
Raiders’ fumble on the SPF 28.

“We got to get that ironed out. We
have to focus on that, get the right
people in the right places. No matter
what conditions are, we got to play in
those conditions and get the job done,”
Ciccotelli said of the special teams.

The smashing Raider defensive line
and linebackers, led by Keith Baker,
Marcus Green, Mike Alleman, Ken
Azard and company, flattened the Red
Raiders’ ground game to just 18 total
yards but their secondary got stung a
few times. Green delivered several
cracking tackles, including a crush-
ing smash to prevent an East Side
reception.

East Side quarterback Rhudson
Fonseca completed seven of 25 at-
tempts for 155 yards, including a 47-
yard TD reception to Leo Wyckoff in

the second quarter and a 78-yard re-
ception to Isaac Parnass that did not
result in a TD. Rhudson was inter-
cepted by Azard and defensive back
Shariff Scott.

After East Side’s opening kickoff
TD, the Raiders responded quickly
with a six-play, 59-yard TD march
that concluded with Taylor’s six-yard
slant into the end zone with 9:37 on
the clock. The point after was good.
On their next series, East Side was
forced to punt from the end zone but
the snap soared out of play to give the
Raiders a safety and a 9-6 lead.

The Raiders took only three plays
to cover 45 yards, ending with Taylor’s
28-yard TD roll with 5:35 left in the
first quarter. After a 72-yard, nine-
play ground game, Taylor slipped in
from two yards out with 11:13 left in
the half to up the score to 21-6. East
Side responded successfully when
Wyckoff grabbed Fonseca’s pass in
the right flat, shook off a tackle and
dashed 47-yards for the TD. With
1:44 remaining in the half, Taylor
added his fourth TD on a one-yard
plunge.

“Those kids play hard. They do it
every year against us. When you play
hard, you keep yourself in games,”
Ciccotelli said of East Side. “We
dominated up front but we turned the
ball over and had some penalties at
inopportune times.”

“They never gave up. They played
until the fourth quarter. We had to
match their intensity,” added Taylor.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 12   0   0 27
Newark East Side   6   7   0   0 13

Five minutes later, Isabella, with an
assist from Mike Forgash, used his
head to make the score 2-0.

With 9:18 on the clock, Co-Cap-
tain Matt Gralla received a corner
kick and drilled a hard shot that was
deflected by Sarara. Tom McManus
closed in and one-stepped the ball
into the net. With two minutes left in
the half, McManus set up Strauss,
who scooted the ball past the keeper
from just two feet away from the
goal. Irving set up the final goal with
a corner kick directly to Brandon
Heroux, who lifted a pop-shot to the
upper center of the net with less than
a minute remaining in the half.

“I was disappointed that we weren’t
hitting the frame in the first 10 or 15
minutes. We had a number of oppor-
tunities. But soon they realized all
they had to do was hit the frame and
follow,” said coach Kapner. “The
goals were quote unquote ugly goals
but they all count as goals. That made

me happy. Once we started hitting the
frame, because that’s something we
talked about all year, you can’t score
if you put the ball over the top.”

The mission in the second half was
to set up Malcolm Opoku and Nick
Brezza. Once again, it was a half-
court game with the Blue Devils
launching 10 shots with Blue Knight
goalie Sarara making another six
saves. Several were near misses. The
closest, however, came off Opoku’s
foot from a few yards out but Sarara
tipped the ball over the crossbar. Later
in the game, another Blue Devil shot
was drilled off the crossbar.

“I’m particularly proud of the sec-
ond team who played the entire sec-
ond half, played a beautiful brand of
soccer, didn’t score any goals but
literally dominated the game, con-
trolled the territory,” said coach
Kapner.
Irvington 0 0 0
Westfield 5 0 5

Soccer Raiders Ground
Lady Cardinals, 8-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No mercy was shown by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
soccer team as they inflicted an 8-0,
first half whitewashing over Plainfield
in Scotch Plains on September 12. The
1-0-2 Raiders shelled the Cardinals’
nest with a barrage of 21 shots on goal.

Raider junior keeper Jackie Law
made two saves in the first half to
record her second shutout. Senior Tri-
Captain Bridget Cornwall and Alyssa
Straniero secured the Raider net in
the second half. The Cardinal goal
area was a shooting gallery in the first

half. Raider senior Emily Meehan,
who had an assist, fired off four shots
and ripped a zinger into the top of the
net for the first goal at the 37:24
mark. Saxony Nielson pummeled the
Cardinal cage with six shots and
scored a goal.

“We have a lot of stuff to work on
but we’re doing better than I thought
this early in the season,” said Tri-
Captain Alana Bencivengo. “As to
the strength of this team, I definitely
feel it lies with our solid back line
defense. We have some trouble scor-
ing which we always had.”

“I have been a defender since fresh-
man year but I got moved into the
midfield this year, which is a lot dif-
ferent for me,” added midfielder
Cornwell. “As to our midfield play,
our focus is to maintain ball control
and distribute it around and that tech-
nique appears to be working very
well for us.”

When asked about the very physi-

cal makeup of the Raiders, Cornwell
said, “The fact that we are physical,
that helps us I believe. We’re not a big
team therefore other teams assume
they can push us around but then
when they show up on the field they
feel that they can’t because we get
them out of the way, obviously le-
gally, and do what we have to do.”

Jamie Pietruana and Delia McGee
each bashed the ball past the goalie
and four-year starter senior Stephanie
Glover rattled the cage with one goal,
as did Allie Prestridge (one assist),
Katherine Dinizo and Avika Shah,
who scored on a header. Taking aim

with one shot each on goal were Sa-
rah Canfield and Sam Bremer.

With the obvious dominance and
control in every facet of the game, the
Raiders made the Cardinals nervous
as they spent the entire game keeping
the ball away with their one-two, don’t
touch strategy.

With an excellent Paramus team
waiting in the wings, Bencivengo
added, “We’ve done it before. We’re
ready to play the big games so we’re
practicing and practicing to get set.”
Plainfield 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 8 0 8

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

SPF/East Side Football
Westfield/Cranford Football
Westfield/Irvington Soccer
SPF/Plainfield Girls Soccer

GL/ALJ Football

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE BLUE…Matt Gralla, left, and Greg O’Brien have been selected
team captains to guide the Blue Devil boys soccer team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEHIND THE SCENES…Raider quarterback Mike Chervenyak, No. 9, hands
off to Anthony Taylor, No. 2, while Mike Alleman, No. 74, Kameron Williams, No.
11, and the rest of the line open up a big hole.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THAT’S USING YOUR HEAD…Raider Saxony Nielson showed her aggressive
style of play and was awarded with a goal off a header. Nielson pummeled the
Cardinal keeper with six shots.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mountainside

Clark

Scotch Plains
Great opportunity to own an affordable home with lots of
potential.  Pretty half acre property in convenient location.
WSF0691

Wonderfully built 4 bedroom home.  Features cac,
screened porch, wood-burning fireplace, hardwood floors.
Large lot.  WSF0740

Elegant 4 bedroom raised ranch on large beautiful lot.  Eat-
in kitchen, 3 baths, family room, living room fireplace &
more.  WSF0711

Charming home on very private park-like near acre of prop-
erty.  Wide hallways, spacious bedrooms, banquet-size
dining room. WSF0759

Westfield
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$429,000

$674,900 $729,000

$699,900 Westfield
CH Colonial on approximate 1/2 acre.  4 bedrooms, 2.1
baths, finished basement, wine cellar, California closets
and more. WSF0782

$999,800

Mountainside
Level ranch on approximate 1/2 acre.  3 bedrooms, family
room, rec room, 2 fireplaces, cac & more.  On cul-de-sac.
WSF0582

$729,900


