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POLICE BLOTTER

Vital Statistics 
Births 31 
Deaths 18 
Marriages 13 
Civil Unions 0 
Domestic Partnerships 0 
 
Communicable / Reportable 

Diseases 
Salmonella 1 
Hepatitis A 0 
Hepatitis B 3 
Hepatitis C 8 
Influenza 0 
Lyme Disease 2 
Disease Outbreaks 0 
Pertussis 1 
 

Retail Food Inspections 
Excellent 0 
Passed 31 
Conditionally Satisfactory 1 
Unsatisfactory 0 
Total Initial/Re-inspections 36 
Walk-In Inspections  11 
Preoperational Inspections 1 
 

Environmental 
Garbage 2 
Rodent 1 
Animal Control 1 
Nuisance 1 
Air, Water, Noise Complaints 3 
 
Health Screenings/Programs 
Blood Pressure 0 
Diabetes 0 
Stroke 0 
Health Education 0 
Body-Fat Screening 1 
Flu/Pneumonia Vaccinations 0 
 

Child Health Services 
Child Health Clinics 3 
# of Children Attending 4 
# of Vaccinations Given 5 
Physicals 3 
 

Nursing 
Home Visits 0 
School Audits 0 
Other 0 
 

Other Inspections 
Pools 4 
 

Enforcement 
Court Summons 1 
Board Hearings 0 

Westfield Regional Health
Department Blotter

Statistics for Westfield, August 2007

Building Delays Arise for
MS Planning Bd. Cases

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough’s
planning board postponed two applica-
tions at its meeting last Thursday.

The board postponed the hearing
for a preliminary and final subdivi-
sion approval for the property at 151
Wild Hedge Lane until its October 11
meeting because the legal notice did
not include a request for a variance.
About 15 people were in attendance
for that particular case.

It delayed Norman Grunberg’s re-
quest for a two-story rear addition
due to inconclusive figures noted by
his architect Justin Mihalik.

The architect presented a series of
drawings and photographs depicting
the proposed addition of an enclosed
spa with a hot tub, sauna and steam
room, pool, bathroom and dressing
room on the ground level and a fourth
bedroom upstairs.

The applicant said his mother-in-
law’s recent hip replacement requires
her to undergo water-therapy treat-
ments, as does his wife’s recent arthritis
attacks. His mother-in-law is moving
from her home in Syracuse, N.Y., to
live with the Grunbergs. Mr. Grunberg
said she would take over an existing
bedroom and the third room is too small
for guests, so he would like to add a
larger bedroom in the upstairs section
of the addition, which also includes a
loft area overlooking the pool.

The ranch style, one-story home at
1563 Coles Avenue has ground projec-
tions over 3.75 percent. However, Mr.
Mihalik previously calculated that the
projections actually comply with zon-
ing at 3.5 percent. When questioned by
board member Theodore Zawislak
about how the architect arrived at this
figure, Mr. Mihalik said he could not
answer that fully and could write a
memo with the exact calculation.

Mr. Mihalik said his percentage
decreased because the overhang of
the existing rear building would be
removed for the addition and the new
roof projects over the ground less. If
his calculations are incorrect, it would
require the applicant to apply for a
third variance, officials said.

The board concurred that the case
be postponed until the architect could
provide his calculations and deter-
mine if a variance is necessary. If a
variance is not required, the case will
resume at the next meeting.

The board approved the two other
applications for additions.

Lee Walters of 1064 Saddle Brook
Road said, “After 30 years of living in
the house it needs alterations and fresh-
ening up.” Plans architect Al Bol pre-
sented showed a 283-square-foot-ex-
pansion of the kitchen, breakfast room
and deck at the back of the house. This
includes tearing down a wall to open
the kitchen to the family room.

Mr. Bol also said he would add 33
square feet of eaves to improve the
architectural appearance, a 63-
square-foot roof enhancement over
the garage, and an extra 50 square
feet of coverage for a decorative
porch and roof over the existing front
steps.

Homeowners Bob and Betsy Naulty
of 1406 Orchard Road presented an-
other kitchen expansion; they are up-
dating and expanding their kitchen to
be more functional for the care of
their special-needs 5-year-old daugh-
ter. Currently, the layout does not
allow for the parents to watch the
child while in the kitchen.

With the new setup, they said, they
could watch over their daughter as
she plays in the family room. The new
space, totaling 323 square feet, will
take over the existing brick patio in
the backyard.

Christine Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ADDITION DELAYED…Architect Justin Mihalik presents plans at
Mountainside’s planning board meeting last Thursday for a two-story rear
addition at 1563 Coles Avenue. The hearing was postponed pending more
information on whether an additional variance was required.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CROWD CONTROL...Sebastian D’Elia, director of the Union County Office of
Public Information, estimates that 50,000 people attended the county’s annual
MusicFest event, held Saturday in Cranford’s Nomahegan Park from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. See related stories on page 22.BLOCK PARTY SUMMER…Residents of Marcellus Drive enjoy their block

party on September 8. The Westfield Fire Department made an appearance to
entertain and educate the children at the event.

Mountainside Has New
School District Website

The borough’s school website has
moved to mountainsideschools.org.

The website provides updates and
information on events and activities
in the schools.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTY AND CHROME...Members from the National Chapter of Rolling
Thunder prepare to ride last Sunday at Warinaco Park. Pictured, left to right,
are: Mike O’Conner, Sheryl O’Conner, Richard Trignano and Jo Greco.

Westfield
Friday, September 14, Erick Lewis,

35, of Cranford was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on an outstanding
contempt of court warrant issued by
Westfield, with bail of $100. He was
committed to the Union County jail on
default of bail.

Friday, September 14, Jessie Stromer,
18, of Westfield was arrested at the
Westfield train station after he allegedly
attempted to use a fake rail pass aboard a
NJ Transit train. He was charged with
forgery and released with a summons.

Saturday, September 15, Antoinette
O’Hare, 46, of Westfield was arrested at
her residence on outstanding contempt of
court warrants issued by Woodbridge
Township and Clark Township. Bail
amounts on the warrants were $2,500 and
$165, respectively. She was turned over
to the Woodbridge Police Department.

Saturday, September 15, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Clarence Jans, 46, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 300 block of South Avenue,
East, and charged with driving while in-
toxicated. He was issued a summons and
released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, September 15, Demetrio
Linares, 54, of Westfield was arrested on
five outstanding contempt of court war-
rants, all from Elizabeth, after turning
himself in at Westfield police headquar-
ters. He was released after posting a total
of $500 bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, September 10, a resident of

Duncan Drive reported that someone stole
his bicycle valued at approximately $150
from his back yard.

Tuesday, September 11, Thomas
Fortunato, 19, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with making terrorist threats.

According to police, a letter demanding
changes to the way the government is run
was received at headquarters. Authorities
said the letter threatened that looting would
occur if the changes were not made. Police
said the letter was traced to Fortunato and
he was arrested and transported to the
Union County jail, where he is being held
because he was unable to post bail.

Friday, September 14, Christopher
Agwu, 44, of Fanwood was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop for a violation.

Saturday, September 15, Adolph
Bellizeare, 54, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop for a violation.

Saturday, September 15, a resident of
Black Birch Road reported that someone
removed jewelry from the inside of her
house. According to police, the victim is
having work done on the house, but it is
unknown if the workers were responsible.

Saturday, September 15, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported being the victim
of terroristic threats after asking guests at
a party to leave. According to police, one
of the guests threatened her with violence.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 11, an employee

at a Route 22 nursing home reported that
a visitor assaulted her after an argument
ensued regarding the care of a patient.

Wednesday, September 12, a patron of
a private club reported that while inside
the club’s building at a meeting someone
released the air in two tires on his vehicle.

Wednesday, September 12, Raafiah S.
Simpson, 22, of Stroudsburg, PA was
arrested for outstanding warrants out of
Mountainside, Irvington, East Orange,
and Allamuchy Township.

Wednesday, September 12, Jeremiah
A. Carter, 24, of Hillside was arrested at
the Essex County jail for outstanding

Mountainside warrants totaling $800.
Wednesday, September 13, an employee

at a Route 22 gas station reported that
someone received a full tank of gas totaling
$30 and drove off without paying. Accord-
ing to police, the suspect is a tall white mail
and the vehicle is described as a green, four-
door sedan, possibly a Cadillac.

Fanwood
Saturday, September 8, a resident of

Midway Avenue reported that someone
made unauthorized charges to her credit
card totaling $982. According to police,
the items were shipped to an address in
Miami, FL. The incident is under investi-
gation, police said.

Tuesday, September 11, Mareni C.
Gomez, 51, of Plainfield was arrested for
numerous South Plainfield warrants after
a motor vehicle stop in the 100 block of
South Avenue.

Tuesday, September 11, Keith J. Fur-
long, 44, of Longbranch was arrested on
an outstanding Tinton Falls warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Vinton Circle.

Thursday, September 13, David K.
Barker, 46, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, September 13, Donald W.
Balevre, 37, of Fanwood was arrested for
an outstanding Clark warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Saturday, September 15, Pamela K.
Washington, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
on numerous Fanwood warrants and an
Elizabeth warrant after a motor vehicle
stop in the 100 block of Midway Avenue.

Monday, September 17, Kevin L.
Belvin, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Roselle warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Monday, September 17, a resident of
Ridge Way reported that someone made
unauthorized charges to her credit card
totaling $800.

behind Blockbuster Video on North
Avenue. Mr. Gildea said moving the
permit parkers from these lots would
result in more spaces being available
for shoppers during the project than
prior to it. He said changes to permit
locations would continue after the
project, making “a large increase” in
available shopper parking in the
downtown lots.

Mr. Gildea also commented that
the project would interconnect lots 1
and 8 and reduce on-street traffic, as
drivers would no longer have to re-
turn to the streets, circling the block
or cutting through Trader Joe’s lot.

The administrator also said the
planned schedule has the work com-
pleted by the end of October, though

“You’re looking at the neighbor-
hood,” she replied. “And we’re inter-
ested.”

In other matters, Mike Nemeth, who
lives at the corner of Dorian Road and
Dorian Place, addressed the council
about an “inequity” in terms of park-
ing around Westfield High School.

He said while some roads remain
car-free, traffic has piled up on streets
like Dorian Place and Shadowlawn
Drive.

“The council looks toward the
[Westfield] board of education. The
BOE looks toward the council. Noth-
ing is being done,” Mr. Nemeth said.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
responded that it’s more that “the
council looks toward the BOE, and
the BOE looks the other way.”

In Mr. Nemeth’s estimation, the
council has “left this haphazard, close-
one-street, open-up-another-street
system” for residents to fend with.

“The BOE is in control of the high-
school property and should make more
spots. The council is in control of the
streets” and should enforce a uniform
signage system, Mr. Nemeth added.

The mayor said he met with new

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council Hears Concerns
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan and “mainly discussed” high-
school parking. He said, “Histori-
cally, the BOE and the town haven’t
worked as well together as they should
have…It’s a difficult situation. I can’t
promise a quick fix. I understand it’s
a huge quality-of-life issue.”

Mr. Nemeth traced the genesis of
the issue to the town’s parking-deck
discussions. From his recollection,
“when the deck was going up, certain
streets were designated as temporary
parking areas for those displaced by
south-side construction. Signs went
up and were never readdressed.”

Third Ward Councilman David
Haas agreed with the resident, saying
he’s “absolutely right. We should ex-
empt streets on safety issues…we
need to work with the BOE. We own
the rules about parking on the street.
We have an obligation to address that.”

Mr. Caruana said that ultimately,
“the bigger issue is improving the
quality of life for everyone. The larger
solution is – we need more
capacity…We hope to engage the
board [of education] and make
progress. We haven’t [in the past].”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said consulting with the
BOE would lead to a solution. In the
interim, he said, “we should address
the equity issue as soon as possible.”
He said this could happen “while a
more global solution is contemplated.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst told The Westfield Leader that
the council’s high-school plan, intro-
duced earlier in the year, “increased
available parking spaces for students
at the high school...That’s the first
step to a global solution.”

With a new superintendent in place,
he said he has “renewed hope” of the
plan being enacted.
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DWC Discusses Parking
weather or problems might delay the
project.

Shop owners expressed concerns
about impact on the upcoming holi-
day season, which begins early in
November.

Following the parking discussion,
the DWC board had its regular busi-
ness meeting, with discussion cen-
tering on upcoming promotions.
Next on the agenda is tomorrow’s
Friday, September 21 showing of
“Monsters, Inc.” at the Elm Street
Field at 8 p.m.

This fall’s Halloween promotions
will see a reduced Addams Family
presence. An increased “Photos with
Santa” program was discussed, pos-
sibly extended to three days.

Resident Seeks MS Council’s
Help for Natural-Gas Permit

By EBONY McQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Borough resi-
dent Mark Gonzalez of Forest Court
addressed the council Tuesday night
about obtaining permission to receive
natural gas into his home.

When Mr. Gonzalez’s air condi-
tioning broke in July, Berkeley Heat-
ing and Air installed two natural gas
furnaces in his home. What Mr.
Gonzalez did not know, he said, was
that Berkeley Heating and Air did not
obtain a permit from the borough.

Mr. Gonzalez said he tried to have
heating installed in his home, but he
was notified that the company would
need to run the natural gas from a
neighbor located directly across the
street from his home. Mr. Gonzalez,
a two-year Mountainside resident,
said he could not get a permit ap-
proved to have the natural gas run
across the road because of
Mountainside’s five-year morato-
rium period.

With the upcoming fall and win-
ter seasons, he said he tried to get
the council to allow him to run the
natural gas from across the road
without waiting for the five-year
period because there is no heat com-
ing out of the two furnaces located
in his home.

After going into a brief executive
session to discuss the matter, the
council gave Mr. Gonzalez two op-
tions: he could either have the con-
tracting company dig through an area
across the road that was once al-
ready opened and repaved or have
them tunnel completely under-
ground, causing no damage to the
top of the roads.

In other business, the board heard a
first reading to introduce an ordi-
nance regulating the purchasing of
beer kegs in the borough. If passed,
Mountainside would be the first mu-
nicipality in Union County, and sec-

ond in the state, to have this ordi-
nance, officials said.

The ordinance would require re-
tailers to attach an identification tag
to beer kegs during the time of sale.
The retailer would also be required to
record the number of the purchaser’s
government-issued identification,
date and time of purchase, beer-keg
identification number and the
purchaser’s signature.

The information would have to
remain on file at that establishment
for no less than 90 days after the date
of sale. If a person were found guilty
of violating the ordinance, they
might, upon conviction, be subject
to a fine of up to $2,000, be sen-
tenced to jail for up to 90 days or be
required to perform community ser-
vice.

The purpose behind the possible
ordinance is to discourage adults
from purchasing beer kegs for con-
sumption by youth. A borough man
was found guilty earlier this year in
municipal court of two counts of
allowing alcohol to be served to
minors during a party his son threw
in the garage of their home last
year.

“If this saves one child’s life, it’s
worth it,” said Mayor Robert Viglianti
of the ordinance.

The second reading and public hear-
ing on the ordinance is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 16. The meeting
will start at 8 p.m.

A second reading took place on an
ordinance to authorize the appropria-
tion of $3 million for the borough-
wide road improvement program,
which consists of the reconstruction
or resurfacing of various roads.

The council congratulated the
Deerfield School girls softball team
for its undefeated season, as well as
the Youth Baseball Association’s 12-
year-old All-Stars. Both teams re-
ceived awards from the council.

“If I had to choose a community
slogan for Mountainside, it would be
‘Mountainside, proud of its children,’”
said Mayor Viglianti.

The borough will name a new street,
Cory Court, in honor of the borough’s
first mayor, who served from 1895-
1901. The street will be located just
above Wyoming Drive.

Citizens Traffic Panel
To Meet September 26
WESTFIELD – The Citizens Traf-

fic Safety Advisory Committee will
meet this Wednesday, September 26,
to discuss the four new traffic hotspots.

The meeting, to be held in the mu-
nicipal building’s community room,
will address the Memorial Pool area at
7 p.m., the Summit Court/Rahway
Avenue/Lamberts Mill Road intersec-
tion at 7:30 p.m., the Boulevard/Park
Avenue and Boulevard/South Avenue
areas at 8 p.m. and the Stanley Avenue/
Lennox Avenue area at 8:30 p.m.

Blue Devil TV Schedules
New Programs for Week

WESTFIELD – WHS Blue Devils
Television has announced its sched-
ule through September 27.

Freshman Parents Night will air
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:15 a.m.
and 8:45 p.m., Saturdays at 1:15 and
8:45 p.m. and Sundays at 1:15 p.m.

Springfest I, held at the First Bap-
tist Church, will air on Tuesdays at
12:30 p.m., Thursdays at 12:30 and
10 p.m. and Saturdays at 2:30 p.m.

The Blue Devils’ football game
against Cranford will air Tuesdays at
1:45 and 10:45 p.m., Thursdays at
1:45 p.m., Saturdays at 3:45 and 10
p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m.

Senior Parents Night will air from
September 22 through October 11.
Check westfieldnjk12.org for times.

Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader
GETTING SOME (TAX) RELIEF…Jennifer Mancuso, right, legislative aide to
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood), helps Fanwood resident
Magarita Petro navigate through the paperwork necessary to file for property-tax
relief. The deadline to file for the Homestead Relief program is October 31.

County to Observe
POW/MIA Day Sept. 21

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in-
vites all veterans and residents of
Union County to attend and partici-
pate in the annual POW/MIA Re-
membrance Day Ceremony. This
year’s ceremony will take place to-
morrow at 11:15 a.m. in the rotunda
of the Union County Courthouse,
located at 2 Broad Street in Eliza-
beth.

Members of veterans’ organiza-
tions, all public officials in Union
County and the public are all in-
vited to attend.

For more information, call the
freeholders’ office at (908) 527-
4107.

Asw. Stender Sits Down with The Leader/Times
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) last week sat down

with The Leader/Times for an exclusive campaign interview, discussing
issues ranging from property taxes and school-aid formulas to dual-office
holding, pensions and health insurance, as well as global warming and a
possible run for the U.S. Congress’ 7th-District seat in 2008.

See that interview and more campaign coverage online at
goleader.com/07election and goleader.com/video.


