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MEET THE CANDIDATES
Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate

For Union County Freeholder

Voters Must End the Depraved
Behavior of Our Elected Officials

Money, money, money — that clinking
clanking sound, it makes the world go
round. Seems that Joel Grey and Liza
Minelli’s character in the film version of
Cabaret could have been singing the new
state song for New Jersey last week. Sorry
about that, boss.

It was amazing enough that we learned
that Governor Jon Corzine, a supposedly
smart man and financial wiz, hasn’t
grasped that concept that giving cash away
to “friends” involved in questionable situ-
ations is not exactly a stellar idea. But that
he did it again, gave money to Carla
Katz’s brother-in-law, while a brouhaha
is ensuing over the cash and emails he
exchanged with her is just mind boggling.

There are only two conclusions that can
be drawn about the man at this point, he is
either incredibly stupid or incredibly na-
ive, and I prefer to pray for the latter. And
where were his advisors this go round?
Seems that his right-hand guy, Tom Shea,
who bailed out just a few weeks ago, must
have thought “I just can’t deal with this
anymore,” and got out when the getting
was good.

I don’t know about the rest of NJ’s
residents, but I am a little uncomfortable
when the governor of my state dispenses
thousands to a state employee in the form
of money orders delivered by a bag man.
And what about Katz, just returned from
a vacation to China with our former gov-
ernor who you will recall wanted to make
his after hours buddy responsible for NJ
homeland security. Couldn’t she find a
few bucks in the millions she is sitting on
to help keep a roof over her own mother’s
head? You can’t make this stuff up.

The arrests of 11 elected officials, in-
cluding two assemblymen, one an under

sheriff and the other a man of the cloth in
their spare time, was just too outrageous.
Here we have one who is sworn to uphold
the law and another who is supposed to be
proclaiming the word of the Lord caught
with their hands in the public cookie jar,
but, like an infomercial, that’s not all
folks. Also netted was a quorum of a local
school board. This could be a small con-
solation as these clowns could have con-
tinued the district’s work while shackled
together in a holding cell. I wonder if this
violates the open public meetings act?

Alarmingly, there even appears to be
an underground network of these sleaze
balls stretching from one end of the state
to the other who believe it is perfectly
okay to even pay someone a finder’s fee
to give up the names of other like minded
individuals who are willing to betray the
public’s trust.

Sunday’s Star-Ledger story contained
a tidbit that probably went mostly unno-
ticed by readers. They told of one defen-
dant, not an elected official but rather the
chief of staff to the Newark City Council
President, who allegedly boasted that he
had a consulting firm that could win con-
tracts in four towns, including Elizabeth
here in Union County. One has to wonder
just who will be nervously looking over
their shoulder for Christie and company.

All of this has the residents of our
great state embarrassed by the activities
of our public officials. But rather than be
embarrassed, the residents should be
angry by the betrayals. We all deserve
better than this. We, the voters, are the
only ones who can say in unison on
Election Day that we are sick and tired
and not going to put up with this de-
praved behavior any longer.

Resident Seeks Help
On SP Deer Grazing
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and
copied to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

*****
I was wondering if there was any plan

for deer control along Hetfield Avenue
near Brookside Park and the surrounding
neighborhoods. I for one am tired of the
herd grazing on Fieldcrest Drive, as evi-
denced by the attached picture of six deer
just taken out front.

The herd gets larger every year, along
with the piles of poo that they leave on my
front lawn. And this was the first year
since I moved here in 1986 that I decided
not to plant the salad bar for them any-
more – I now limit my veggies to contain-
ers on my deck.

I know we have the hunt in the Ashbrook
Reservation, but the problem needs to be
addressed in the neighborhoods surround-
ing Brookside.

I dread rush hour when the clocks fall
back. So motorists beware — know that if
you see one deer bounding across the road,
there might just be five more behind.

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

Devils’ Den Misses
Girls Gymnastic Team
I read Bruce Johnson’s (Devils’ Den)

10 best reasons to follow Westfield High
School’s Teams This Year and was some-
what befuddled that he overlooked one of
the best teams in the high school, the girls
gymnastics team.

They were only undefeated in competi-
tion, they only won the county champion-
ship and then went on to win the sectionals.
After all of this, they only placed seventh
in the state at the finals held at Rutgers.

Maybe I am just a proud parent of one of
the competitors, but I do not believe that a
team that placed so high throughout the
state should be dismissed by someone who
points out other varsity sports that had, to
say the least, mundane records. This year’s
team is a good team that will hopefully
exceed their triumphs of last year.

It would be nice if Mr. Johnson could
have acknowledged this. When counting
the top 10, you should start at the top.

Brian Greenfield
Westfield

BRAKES Volunteers
Deserve Recognition

Over the summer, you ran an article
titled “Westfield Receives Grant to Pro-
mote Walking to School” which caught
my eye because the town-wide BRAKES
group had assisted with the application
for a similarly targeted grant last spring,
yet your article did not mention its partici-
pation.

As the all-volunteer BRAKES group
comes under the town-wide Parent
Teacher Council (PTC) organization, and
as I am a member of the PTC executive
board, I just want to make sure that credit
is given as is due.

Although DOT regulations required
that the application be made in the name
of Westfield, BRAKES chairs Deidre
Gelinne and Sara Strohecker were very
involved in developing the application
along with Westfield Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea, members of the police
department and the traffic engineering
consultant. These two women also plan to
follow through with the implementation
of a walking school bus plan for this
school year as a result of this $36,000
grant.

When volunteers work so diligently to
bring about positive change for our com-
munity, I believe it is important to recog-
nize their efforts, so I would appreciate
your inclusion of this information in any
future articles.

Ruth Maloney
Westfield

Mother Annoyed by Someone Calling
Police over Block Party Noise

Lautenberg, Dems
Say ‘Enough is Enough’

This week, President Bush is going to
unleash his latest propaganda effort to
convince the American public we should
stay in Iraq. In response, we need to send
George W. Bush a clear message: “Enough
is enough.”

Please join me and sign my online
petition that calls on the President to end
the deceit, end the propaganda and bring
our troops home. In the U.S. Senate, I
have voted consistently in favor of a
timeline to bring our troops home from
Iraq. But President Bush and his Repub-
lican allies in Congress have thwarted our
efforts, vetoing and filibustering our pro-
posals to end this debacle in Iraq.

Now, the Bush White House has written
a slanted, self-serving and misleading re-
port on Iraq under the guise of an official
military assessment by Army General
David Petraeus. The report’s findings have
already been contradicted by the nonparti-
san Government Accountability Office.

Again, please join me in saying
“Enough is Enough” to President Bush by
signing my online petition. Enough of the
deceit. Enough of the propaganda. It’s
time to bring our troops home from Iraq.
Please sign on and I will send our petition
straight to the White House. See
www.democratsenators.org.

Frank Lautenberg
Senator for New Jersey

I am the mother of Stevie Barden, who
coordinates the Unity Day block party for
the children of the Windsor Avenue
(Westfield) area for the past nine years.
This is a positive function he has initiated
for the children the Saturday before they
return to school. He has a DJ, food and
games plus gives the children school sup-
plies of book bags, lunch bags, calcula-
tors, pens, pencils, erasers and paper.

He spent his own money to sponsor this
event. Some of the items have been do-
nated by the New Jersey Nets, Los Ange-
les Sparks, Houston Rockets, Hershey’s,
Blimpie’s along with donations received

from neighbors and stores in this neigh-
borhood. The county sheriff and Westfield
Police were involved with fingerprinting
and the basketball tournament.

This positive function is provided for
all children regardless of race, creed or
color. The children look forward to this
outing. For some unforeseen reason,
someone from Myrtle Avenue calls the
police every year complaining that the
music is too loud. This function is held
from noon until sundown (well within the
town’s noise ordinance.)

The town administrator provides the
approval. A flyer is passed out, inviting
the neighbors and requesting donations.
All neighbors are encouraged to join in,
especially the children.

My son has grown up in Westfield and
now has children of his own in the school
system. He was instrumental in having
the town fix the basketball for the kids. He
has been a strong voice in keeping the
playground updated and safe for the chil-
dren and young adults. He has requested
speed bumps and signs for their safety.

Most of the children respect him for
what he does. Instead of putting a damper
on these festivities, I hope people join in.
At least watch the fun while adults are
being neighborly, becoming acquainted
and enjoying themselves. This is a func-
tion that only happens once a year. Toler-
ance should be practiced .

I urge the complainer to understand.
Please commend the effort of taking on
something no one in this area has ever
thought of doing.

Jeannie Barden
Westfield

The Ideal of Sportsmanship –
These Girls Really Get It

In today’s day and age when you hear
so many stories regarding poor sports-
manship, I wish that everyone could have
seen what I saw at Kehler Stadium on
Monday evening.

In the first overtime period of a hotly
contested girl’s soccer match between
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Westfield,
there was an accidental collision of three
girls. Two of them got up, but the third did
not.

The Westfield training staff and coach
were out on the field immediately, the
SPF coaches followed. Police and rescue
were on the seen shortly, and after a brief
discussion, the coaches and referees de-
cided to abandon the match.

As usual, the players lined up and shook
hands. But rather than go back to their

respective benches, they stood amongst
each other, crying, hugging and sharing
supportive words. It struck me that even
with all of the examples of bad sports-
manship these girls must have witnessed
over their playing careers, these girls re-
ally get it. They were playing a game.
They were playing it very well, very
fairly and very competitively, but it was a
game!

The concern, care and support that they
demonstrated was wonderful to witness;
they should be proud of themselves, and
I hope their actions reinforce the ideal of
sportsmanship in all of us.

I wish a speedy recovery to the injured
player; God bless.

Russell Wells
Fanwood

Shakespeare Play was
Superb by WF Rec.

We in Westfield have much to be thank-
ful for. Early September, I was privileged
to attend Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night at
Memorial Park Field. The performance
was superb; the directors, actors and
musicians were all outstanding.

The Westfield Recreation Department
is to be commended for its efforts, and I
hope that the performance will continue.

Helen Livesey
Westfield

Planning, Zoning Bds. Should Not
Have Hands Tied on Deliberations
Our local planning and zoning boards of adjust-

ment are appointed to ensure that development in
their respective towns does not cross over the line.
Volunteers spend many hours serving our towns.
The boards follow strict guidelines from the state
and local zoning ordinances, as well as master plans.

Board members are charged with ensuring that
good planning is followed. They see that homes,
which are out of character with a neighborhood, are
not built. Conversely, boards grant variances when it
is deemed appropriate for the area.

However, it is becoming more and more the case
that our boards say they have no power but to grant
particular applications. Applications for cell-phone
towers are often at the top of this list. Currently,
Omnipointe seeks to build a structure for T-Mobile
cell service at the Willow Grove Swim Club. The
application has received strong opposition from
nearby neighbors, who have protested against the
tower at recent zoning board and board of education
meetings.

In his opposition to the cell tower, resident James
Flannigan said in a letter last week that the proposed
site lies in a designated watershed and within 400
feet of McGinn School. If this argument is valid for
the township as a whole, should not the local zoning
board be able to deny the application? On this and
other matters, should they have their hands tied by
far away agencies, such as the Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC)?

Fanwood’s borough council overturned the plan-
ning board’s approval of a cell tower for Verizon
Wireless in late 2003 after 42 residents filed an
appeal to the council. A superior-court judge, how-
ever, reversed the council’s decision in 2005. If the
courts can reject such decisions, why do local boards
hear cell-tower cases in the first place?

An application to subdivide a property at 200
Canterbury Lane – known as “The Little Gatehouse,”
in the Wychwood Road section of Westfield – has
drawn a great deal of opposition from neighbors and

the local historical preservation commission. Will
the neighbors’ rights have merit if they present a
strong case before the board? Or will the board say
that the application must be passed because of threat
of lawsuit?

The Union Township Planning Board rejected an
application for a Target store on Springfield Avenue,
just blocks from Hope Depot, in part due to heavy
traffic on the street. The courts once again over-
turned a local board’s decision.

Sometimes, state government can assist local offi-
cials. This occurred with regard to the time when
garbage haulers can pick up trash. Westfield passed
an ordinance in 1993 banning collections before 6
a.m. The haulers sued, and a judge overturned the
ordinance. The legislature followed up by passing a
bill, which was signed by then Governor Don
DiFrancesco in 2001, to allow towns to limit hours
for garbage collections.

Our boards do, from time to time, take action
against applicants who fail to follow the instructions
of an approval. This occurred in Westfield recently.
Town officials are requiring a developer of a new
home on Sylvania Place to move the house 18 inches
to the right and rotate it to the proper angle after it
was determined the foundation was errantly con-
structed too close to the neighboring property.

Planning boards have also been faced with appli-
cations for townhouses and condos that, if approved,
could impact school districts by increasing class
sizes, resulting in future bond issues and higher
property taxes for the community. Apparently, such
issues cannot be used to reject an application. One
would think that the cost impact to the community
would be charged to the developer.

We hope that more power is given to our boards in
the future, so they can vote for what is best for
residents rather than casting votes, to their chagrin,
that merely sign off on cases controlled by other
entities – or because they are under duress from
threats of lawsuits.

Water Partnerships
Provide Public Options

I’d like to take this opportunity to clarify
some issues raised in The Westfield
Leader’s July 26 article “RVSA
Privatization Topic.”

Many municipally-owned utilities in
the United States have seen the benefits of
partnering with private firms to provide
professional management services for
their water and wastewater systems. Wa-
ter quality and service reliability improve,
violations decline, operations become
more efficient, rates stabilize and em-
ployees become better trained.

Under the terms of these contracts, the
public retains ownership of the treatment
plants and collection systems. City lead-
ers remain responsible for high-level de-
cisions, such as setting rates and funding
capital or infrastructure improvements.
The private firm is responsible for man-
aging the day-to-day aspects of the utility
operation, ensuring that all health, safety
and environmental standards are met in a
cost efficient manner. In addition, there
are multiple levels of oversight since the
private operator must meet water quality
standards and a variety of reporting re-
quirements set by many local, state and
federal agencies.

When both the city and the private
operator work together, the more appro-
priate term to describe this agreement is
“public-private partnership.”

Water and wastewater partnerships
have worked so well in the United States
that 94 percent of municipalities would
recommend their contractor to other mu-
nicipal governments. Because the lead-
ing firms have been in the water business
for decades, they focus exclusively on
water operations, delivering outstanding
results while improving quality across
the board.

Faced with increasingly stringent stan-
dards and aging infrastructure, public-
private partnerships can provide taxpay-
ers with the best of both worlds. Their
communities can continue to own and
oversee their utility systems, which are
operated by firms that bring their exper-
tise.

Public-private partnerships provide
options for communities to cost effec-
tively improve their water services. These
options should be fully explored to deter-
mine if they best meet the needs of the
communities in your service area.

Richard Norment, Council for
Public-Private Partnerships

Washington, DC

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sifflement – A hissing or whistling

sound
2. Cataphract – A horseman in com-

plete armor
3. Imputrescible – Not subject to cor-

ruption
4. Urticaria – Hives

ORCUS
1. An inflammation of the male repro-

ductive organ
2. A killer whale
3. The lower world; Hades
4. An abalone shell; an ear shell

HIRUNDINE
1. Having a heavy, abnormal growth of

hair
2. Relating to the swallows (birds)
3. Of or like a leech
4. Relating to pigs; swine

SILLON
1. Green fodder preserved in a silo
2. The long, narrow pod of plants of the

mustard family
3. A beverage made of sweetened milk

mixed with wine or cider
4. A defense built in a wide ditch

CHILIAD
1. The upper lip or muzzle of a quadru-

ped
2. A thousand of anything
3. A ewe lamb or ewe mutton
4. Gout in the hand

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Don’t Let This Historic Preservation
Opportunity Pass By in the Town of Westfield

Please help preserve the Westfield that
we all know and love by supporting and
applauding our mayor and council on the
proposed amendments to existing Land
Use Ordinance. Don’t be misled by oth-
ers trying to sway public opinion, some
for their own gain.

These changes to the already existing
ordinance are the best way for the town to
prevent knockdowns, such as Kirkview
Circle, Clark Street, Benson Place and
potentially, the Gatehouse.

Let the council know that they have
your encouragement to do the right thing
to preserve the past and to ensure the
future of historic properties, and Westfield
at large.

I have seen nothing but good faith
exhibited by the Westfield Historic Pres-
ervation Commission. When we bought
our home in 1997, both realtors involved
fully disclosed that it was in a historic
district. The town has always been forth-
right and helpful regarding any inquiries
and work we have done to our property.

The reworking of this ordinance has
been mentioned in public meetings since
2005. Our town has, and needs, rules.
This is not to say that a home cannot be
made more livable in accordance with
today’s lifestyle. As to alterations, addi-
tions, etc, to homes, the ordinance basi-
cally seeks compatibility between the old
and the new, and changes that do not
detract from existing historic features. It
is necessary to keep homes viable. With-

out that, it just wouldn’t make sense.
I don’t fault builders for being good

business people, but others need to speak
up for what they believe in. How many
times have you heard complaints about
McMansions, overdevelopment and over-
crowding of schools? How the town
should or should not change is often dis-
cussed. Please consider, ‘Just because
you can, doesn’t mean you should.’

The council is protecting our town as
other towns already do. To list a property
as historic in this town or state is not easy.
Perhaps that is why there are only nine
properties and one district listed in this
town of 30,000 residents. The ninth prop-
erty listed recently is the Colonial Burial
Grounds of the Presbyterian Church of
Westfield on Mountain Avenue. The
Miller-Cory house and the Reeve house
aren’t even listed on the town’s roll prob-
ably due to the time, effort and resources
required.

As a resident of Westfield’s only his-
toric district, I am happy. There was not
100 percent agreement about becoming a
historic district. In hindsight, it was the
best for all that the neighbors solicited the
town for the designation. There have been
several renovations and restorations to
houses in our district, but they respect the
architectural uniqueness of each home.
Asking neighbors to take this care and
respect for the architectural styles is not a
bad thing.

We view the Historic Preservation

Commission as a resource, not a hin-
drance as some have portrayed. Ms.
Moryan in her letter of August 16 wrote,
“What if that attitude prevailed the year
before your house was built?” Perhaps
she might not realize that before most
homes in Westfield were built, this town
was mostly farmland. Most homes in
town are first generation.

Taste cannot be dictated, but making
sure that one respects the integrity of a
property can be. We can all have a hand in
preserving what has been called the spirit
of Westfield by protecting our properties
and allowing the town to aid us. We
should live by example. Don’t let this
opportunity pass us by.

For reference: The nine properties
currently designated by historic pres-
ervation are WWI Monument,
Westfield Fire Headquarters, Charles
Addams House at 522 Elm Street,
Mindowaskin Park, Ball-Platt House
at 526 Wychwood Road, John Scudder
House at 841 East Broad Street,
Matthias Sayre House at 667 Fourth
Avenue, Charles Marsh House at 508
Salter Place and Colonial Burial
Grounds of the Presbyterian Church
of Westfield on Mountain Avenue.
Kimball Avenue is currently the only
district.

Deborah Burslem
Westfield


