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The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

The Bar Is Closed

16 Prospect Street

Westfield

(908) 232-7320

To our patrons,
The Northside Trattoria is undergoing renovations starting this week-
end. We hope to be complete and reopen in a couple of weeks. Thank
you for your patience. Until then,

Choose

Visit UCC online at www.ucc.edu

� Choose from over 90 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language
� Fall ‘07 Late Start classes begin September 18 (register until Sept. 24)
� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or universities
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses 
� Only $87 per credit for Union County residents

FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

Freeholders Pass New Policy
On Filling Board Seats
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders approved a new policy
last Thursday night for filling vacan-
cies on county advisory boards.

Under the new policy, the clerk of the
board will maintain the list of advisory
boards, including current membership
for each board and current vacancies,
the beginning date of the term, its expi-
ration date and the name and contact
information of each member.

Freeholder board clerk Nicole
DiRado said the information on the
boards would be posted near her office,
but contact information on members
would remain confidential. Informa-
tion “may” also be kept on the county’s
website, according to the policy.

While the board’s action follows a
request by the Citizens’ Campaign,
an arm of Metuchen-based Center for
Civic Responsibility, to eliminate
politics from the process, representa-
tives of the organization asked the
board to table the measure so that its
recommendations could be included.

Kevin Dick of Scotch Plains ob-
jected to giving incumbents on county
boards more say on whether they should
be re-appointed than new potentially
more qualified applicants. He said fill-
ing board and committee seats should
be “fairer and open. I have concerns
that it falls short by a wide margin.”

He said applicants’ résumés should
be retained on file for two years, not
six months as the policy stipulates.
He objected to the policy’s require-
ment that people have to fill out an
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
form to request information on board
openings.

Ms. DiRado said the new policy
covers all boards the freeholders ap-
point, including the county planning
board.

Municipal governing bodies ap-
point the Union County Transporta-
tion Advisory Board and the Air Traf-
fic and Noise Advisory Board, which
are not covered by the new policy.

The Citizens Campaign’ proposal,
as presented at the board’s April 26
meeting, called for the creation of a
comprehensive public directory of
vacancies, including memberships,
expiration dates, meeting times and
locations, an official application for

prospective members to fill out online
and the county’s process for notify-
ing applicants of the county’s deci-
sion on their applications.

As of April, the Citizens’ Campaign
had identified 51 county-government
boards. Of the boards’ 652 positions,
the campaign found 130 vacancies.

Mary Mahoney of Scotch Plains
said she did not see any requirement
in the policy that advisory boards be
placed on the Internet. She said the
policy should to be “fine tuned.”

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, said
under the new policy, “It looks like
[the board] does not support open gov-
ernment.” Ms. Renna said if the county
does not put the list on its website, the
Watchdog group would do so.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
the policy committee she chairs “spent
a lot of time reviewing this policy.”
She said the policy is a “fair and
equitable way” to address future va-
cancies on county boards.

The board passed the policy 8-0-1,
with Adrian Mapp abstaining.

On the issue of bridge safety, fol-
lowing the August collapse of the In-
terstate 35 bridge in Minnesota, Free-
holder Dan Sullivan said the county
has 142 bridges, 109 of which are
solely maintained by the county; Union
and the border counties of Somerset
and Morris jointly maintain the others.

“The bridges are in excellent shape
in Union County,” Mr. Sullivan said.

He said the county has spent $30
million over the past few years on bridge
repairs, with another $20 million in the
pipeline for additional projects.

“We are one of the few counties that
spends the dollars that the state [gives]
us,” he said. “These [state funding]
dollars are extremely competitive.”

The board approved a $29.2-million
capital budget, which includes a $1.2-
million upgrade to the irrigation sys-
tem at Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, improvements to the boathouse
at Echo Lake on the Westfield/
Mountainside border and preliminary
work for a new visitors’ center at the
Warinanco indoor skating center.

The board also officially appointed
Dr. Zhongxue Hua of New York City
to a five-year contract as the new
Union County medical examiner at
an annual salary of $187,230.

DOT to Implement Route 22
Pedestrian Improvement Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – At its meeting Thurs-
day night, the Union County free-
holder board heard a presentation
from John Mullen of McCormick
Taylor, Inc. on the Route 22 Pedes-
trian Improvement Project the New
Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion is implementing. The highway
saw 25 pedestrian fatalities between
1995 and 2000, according to infor-
mation the DOT released.

In an effort to improve the safety
of mostly employees at Route 22
retail stores, the DOT has devel-
oped a six-month pilot program for
two rush-hour 20-seat pedestrian
shuttle buses Monday through Fri-
day. Buses will stop at 15 NJ Transit
designated locations along the high-
way in Kenilworth, Springfield and
Union near major retailers, includ-
ing Staples, Target, Wal-Mart and
The Pointe at Galloping Hill
townhouses.

“It is the goal of Union County to
begin service on October 1,” Mr.
Mullen told the freeholders. He said
New Jersey Transit would provide
the mini-buses.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, a resi-
dent of Union, said she was “ex-

tremely happy” that the routes would
include businesses in the center aisle
of Route 22 as opposed to solely the
eastbound and westbound shoulders.

“It looks like a project that is going
to work,” she said.

The shuttle will pick up shoppers,
workers or any other members of the
public who wish to cross the high-
way in either direction via the ser-
vice. The Route 22 business corridor
along Union, Springfield and
Kenilworth does not have any lights,
crosswalks or bridges; pedestrians
must cross the highway against traf-
fic at their own risk, according to
county officials.

The county purchased the
$125,000 vans through Community
Development Block Grant funds,
according to Economic Development
Department director Al Faella. The
county has committed an additional
$200,000 it received from a federal
transportation grant toward opera-
tional expenses for the pilot pro-
gram, county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said.

Mr. D’Elia said the pilot program
is subject to an approval vote by the
freeholders. The board’s next regular
meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
September 27, at 7 p.m.

FW Dems to Host Pizza
Fundraiser, Kickoff

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Democratic Committee will host a
campaign kick-off and fundraiser for
Fanwood’s Democratic candidates for
mayor and borough council on Tues-
day, September 18, from 6 to 8 p.m.
upstairs at the Sun Tavern, located at
15 South Avenue in Fanwood. The
suggested donation is $35 per person.

“This is an opportunity to hear about
the most recent developments in
Fanwood and our plans for the near
future,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who is running for a second four-year
mayoral term in the Tuesday, No-
vember 6, general election. “It’s also
a chance to share your ideas with our
borough council candidates, Kathy
Mitchell and Bill Populus, and an-
other Fanwood neighbor, State As-
semblywoman Linda Stender.”

Ms. Mitchell is currently the bor-
ough council president. A founding
member of the Fanwood Recycling
Association, she was first elected to
the borough council in 1998 and re-
elected in 2001 and 2004. Mr. Populus
was appointed to the borough council
last month to complete the term of
former Councilman Joe Higgins.

A former council president, Mr.
Populus was appointed to the council
in 1993 and elected to full terms in
1994 and 1997.

For further information, write to
the Fanwood Democratic Committee
at P.O. Box 163, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Fifty years ago, I chose to live in
Fanwood, work in Fanwood and raise
my family in Fanwood. I believed
then, as I do now, that Fanwood with
its “small hometown” atmosphere
sets itself apart from other munici-
palities. This also is why I decided to
run for a seat on the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council. I would like to do my
part in protecting the character and
future of Fanwood with new and
innovative thinking that will benefit
our infrastructure, residents and busi-
nesses.

My experience working in public
service for more than 55 years has
given me the leadership and manage-
ment skills to guide Fanwood into
growth that could ease our tax burden
for the present and future. My expe-
rience, training and insight in pedes-
trian, traffic and personal safety also

would be an asset to the borough
when dealing with current and future
public-safety matters.

Fanwood, like any other munici-
pality, must be prudent when spend-
ing taxpayer money and in taking on
long-term debt obligations. As your
councilman, I will be very careful
dealing with “short-term” budget
fixes. Becoming dependent on short-
term aid lures us away from address-
ing the spending side of the budget,
which is the costly side for taxpayers.
I realize “short-term” fixes eventu-
ally evaporate, and the taxpayers are
left holding the heavy tax burden.

Downtown development can be
good for the borough by bringing in
new tax revenues and convenience
for our citizens. In contrast, overde-
velopment brings about overcrowd-
ing, parking problems, noise, pedes-
trian and vehicular safety concerns
and other quality-of-life issues.
Fanwood’s two-and-one-half-year
misadventure with TDR, a program
that originated in the Smart Growth
Division of the State’s Department of
Community Affairs, is an attempt to
impose unreasonably dense develop-
ment on the western portion of South
Avenue.

I do not believe transforming the
character of Fanwood from a pleas-
ant suburban atmosphere to high-level
landscape/sight polluting, urban-type
building, is “smart growth.” (“Smart-
growth” is a term coined by Trenton
bureaucrats allegedly to preserve open
spaces). Fanwood must be balanced
with protecting the suburban, small-
town, distinctly residential, low-den-
sity character of our community.

I truly believe that government must
work for the taxpayers. Our citizens
expect and deserve the best in protec-
tive, recreational and convenience-
type services, and it’s the responsibil-
ity of local government to provide
these services. As your councilman, I
will pursue what you believe is right
for Fanwood. I will use my experi-
ence in governmental service to ben-
efit our residents, and I will be a
strong advocate in making sure that
every tax dollar spent at borough hall
is wisely spent.

Before I retired as Fanwood’s po-
lice chief, a prominent Fanwood citi-
zen and former council member la-
beled me as being “taxpayer friendly.”
As your councilman, I pledge to help
make Fanwood better.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Anthony Parenti, Candidate

For Fanwood Borough Council

elections are coming...

get to know your candidates.
goleader.com/07election

NOW ON BOARD…Dr. Zhongxue Hua has begun his new position as Union
County’s medical examiner. The office is located on Springfield Avenue in
Westfield near Echo Lake Park.


