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Sunrise of Westfield                       908-317-3030                       Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Are you a caregiver for a loved one managing the

effects of Parkinson’s disease? Please join us for an

open discussion that will provide insight, help and

relief. Learn about the care and services that we

provide that can help your family.

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the

knowledge of senior living topics through events and

seminars designed to help and inform seniors and their

caregivers.

Join Us for a Parkinson’s Support Group
at Sunrise of Westfield

EVENT DETAILS

Parkinson’s Support Group

with Angela Stagarone,
Parkinson’s Foundation

Tuesday, September 18th

7:00pm

RSVP to 908-317-3030

Question and answer session
Light refreshments

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Bribery Probe Results in Arrests
Of Two Assembly Members

Among 11 officials taken into cus-
tody last Thursday, FBI agents ar-
rested two state assembly members
on bribery charges, according to a
press release from U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie.

Assemblyman Mims Hackett, who
also serves as mayor of Orange, and
Assemblyman Rev. Alfred Steele of
Paterson, were arrested in connec-
tion with roofing and insurance con-
tracts following an 18-month investi-
gation into contracts the Pleasantville
Board of Education in Atlantic City
awarded. Mr. Steele is also undersh-
eriff for Passaic County and serves as
assembly deputy speaker.

Keith Reid, chief of staff to New-
ark City Council President Mildred
Crump, Passaic Mayor Samuel
Rivera, Passaic Councilman
Marcellus Jackson, former Passaic
City Council member Jonathan Soto,
Pleasantville board of education
(BOE) member James Pressley, board
member Rafael Velez and former BOE
members Jayson Adams, James
McCormick and Maurice “Pete”
Calloway were also arrested.

The officials are charged with
agreeing to steer contracts to compa-
nies that offered insurance brokerage
or roofing services to school districts
and towns. Mr. Steele resigned as
undersheriff following his arrest,
nj.com reported. According to the
press release, the officials arrested
accepted payments ranging from
$1,500 to $17,500 and totaled just
under $150,000.

Senate President Richard Codey
and Assemblyman John McKeon,
who also serves as West Orange
mayor, both represent Mr. Hackett’s
27th District. Both are Democrats.

Each of the officials is charged
with either conspiracy to extort cor-
rupt payments or attempting to extort
corrupt payments, which carry a maxi-
mum of 20 years in federal prison.

Delaware River Comm. Names
Mercer Dem Boss to $90,000 Post

At its June meeting, the Delaware
River Joint Toll Bridge Commission
created the position of assistant di-
rector of community affairs and then

appointed Richard McCelland to the
post at an annual salary of $90,337,
according to meeting minutes on the
commission’s website. Mr.
McCelland is the current chairman of
the Mercer County Democratic Com-
mittee. The salary range listed for the
position was $78,065 to $90,337.
Politicsnj.com reported in June that
Mr. McCelland had worked for Demo-
cratic Hamilton Township Mayor
Glen Gilmore.

DeIorio Joins Essex Fells
As New Finance Officer

Roselle Park Mayor Joseph DeIorio
has been hired as the certified munici-
pal finance officer for the Borough of
Essex Fells in Essex County at a salary
of $67,000, according to The Progress.
He previously served six years as the
legislative aid to Assemblyman Eric
Munoz (LD-21, Summit). Ziad An-
drew Shehady, who started as an intern
in Mr. Munoz’s office, has been named
the new legislative aid. Mr. Shehady is
also a Republican candidate for the
Springfield Township Committee.

Actor Fred Thompson
Joins Race for President

Former U.S. Senator Fred Thomp-
son, best known for playing a district
attorney in NBC’s “Law & Order”
series, officially announced his can-
didacy for the Republican Party nomi-
nation for President, according to The
Washington Post. He made the an-
nouncement on “The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno.” He joins a field headed
by former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani, former Massachusetts Gov-
ernor Mitt Romney and U.S. Senator
John McCain.

Mendendez, Lautenberg
Blast FAA on Redesign Choice

WASHINGTON – The Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) last
week released its decision regarding
its choice of the “Integrated Air-
space Redesign” for flights in the
New York and Philadelphia metro-
politan areas.

“New Jerseyans told the FAA loud
and clear they do not want more air
noise. Instead of listening, the Bush
Administration chose the bottom line
of the airline companies over the
quality of life of hundreds of thou-
sands in our state,” Senator Frank
Lautenberg said. “The administra-
tion wants to allow more planes—
and more noise — over more of our
homes, schools and communities.
We will fight this plan to let our
residents enjoy the peace and quiet
they deserve.”

“When New Jerseyans come home
from work each night, we want peace
and quiet, not the booming sound of
747s overhead,” said Senator Robert
Menendez. “We need a more sys-
tematic and effective approach to
reducing flight delays at our air-
ports, one that promises to shave
more than just a couple minutes off
of the interminable delays. The FAA
would like us to believe that their
plan is the silver bullet that clears the
congestion in our airspace, but its
effects will likely be minimal and
the byproduct will be more noise for
us to contend with. I will continue to

search for avenues, legislative and
otherwise, by which this plan can be
reconsidered.”

When the FAA offered to hold
one hearing in New Jersey after
releasing its plan, Mr. Lautenberg
said he “forced” the agency to hold
two more public hearings in the
state in June — one in Woodcliff
Lake and one in Cherry Hill —
allowing residents to learn more
about FAA’s plans and voice their
concerns.

Last month, Mr. Menendez wrote
the FAA urging an examination of
flight limits and flight sizes as a pos-
sibly more effective way to reduce
delays.

International Association of
Clerks Elects Rajoppi to Board

ELIZABETH – At the 36th-annual
conference of the International Asso-
ciation of Clerks, Recorders, Election
Officials and Treasurers (IACREOT),
held recently in Charlotte, N.C., the
association elected Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi to the board of
directors – County Clerks Division.

Ms. Rajoppi will head the division
for all county clerks in the interna-
tional association.

“It is a great honor to be elected to
lead such a hard-working, dedicated
group of government officials,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “I am excited by the
opportunity to share and network
ideas and programs with my col-
leagues from around the United States,
Canada and the world.”

Ms. Rajoppi has been a member of
IACREOT for more than 20 years,
serving on various committees. She
follows in the footsteps of her prede-
cessor, former Union County Clerk
Walter Halpin, a founding member of
the group in 1971 and a former presi-
dent of the international organization.

“Many of our Union County pro-
grams for constituent services emerged
from discussions with other IACREOT
members over the years,” Ms. Rajoppi
said. “It has been a tremendous learn-
ing experience to share our knowledge
with each other. In addition, I know I
can, at any time, e-mail or telephone
another IACREOT member to share
or exchange information on pending

federal legislation or emerging issues.
This organization is a tremendous as-
set for working government officials.”

Ms. Rajoppi served as the Union
County Register of Deeds and Mort-
gages for 12 years before her election
in 1995 to Union County clerk. She is
the former president of the Constitu-
tional Officers Association of New
Jersey and the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Counties.

MEETING THE GOVERNOR…Scotch Plains Councilman Kevin Glover, right,
and Governor Jon Corzine stand together at the Democratic County Committee
picnic at Nomahegan Park in Cranford last Sunday.

Courtesy of Walter Korfmacher
PETITIONING AGAINST THE WAR…Warren Rorden of Westfield and Judy
Westlin of Summit collect signatures outside the Westfield post office last
Saturday, asking Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) to end his support for the war in Iraq.

County to Observe
POW/MIA Day Sept. 21

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Freeholders invite veterans
and residents to the annual POW/
MIA Remembrance Day Ceremony
on Friday, September 21, at 11:15
a.m. in the rotunda of the Union
County Courthouse, located at 2
Broad Street in Elizabeth.

For more information, call the free-
holders office at (908) 527-4107.

Rolling Thunder Hits
The Road on Sept. 16
AREA – On Sunday, September

16, starting at 11 a.m., the New Jersey
Chapter of Rolling Thunder will hold
its annual motorcycle “Ride for Free-
dom XII” in honor of American POWs
and MIAs of past wars.

Residents and motorists traveling
through Monmouth, Middlesex and
Union counties should be advised of
the planned route, which was changed
last year due to the installation of the
high-speed EZ Pass lanes on the south-
bound Garden State Parkway near
the Driscoll Bridge.

The motorcycle cavalcade departs
Warinanco Park in Roselle at 11 a.m.
and will take St. George’s Avenue,
then turn off at Main Street in
Woodbridge and onto Route 9 South,
crossing over the Edison Bridge. They
will continue on Route 35 through
Sayreville and turn onto Laurence
Parkway. The processions will enter
the Parkway at exit 120 and proceed
south in the local lanes to exit 116
(PNC Bank Arts Center and New
Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial).

Registration for the ride begins at 8
a.m. in Warinanco Park.

Nominations Open
For SP Mayor’s Gala
SCOTCH PLAINS – Nominations

for the Scotch Plains volunteers of
the year and volunteer organizations
of the year are being accepted at the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department.

Members of the community are
encouraged to nominate those indi-
viduals and groups who have dis-
played extraordinary community ser-
vice. The recipients of these awards
will be recognized at the 17th-annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala on November
30.

The gala, which will take place at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains, is a non-partisan event that
serves to gather all segments of the
community for an evening full of
dining, dancing and a silent auction.
Proceeds from the event support the
Municipal Alliance Committee and
other local non-profit organizations.

For information about tickets and
the Mayor’s Gala, contact the recre-
ation department at (908) 322-6700,
extension 1221.

Irish Festival, Picnic To
Benefit Make-A-Wish
UNION — The Joseph Nugent Sr.

Association of Union County will
hold its 21st annual Irish Festival and
Picnic to benefit a child with a life
threatening illness through the Make-
A-Wish Foundation on Sunday, Sep-
tember 30 at the Elks Lodge in Union,
from 1 to 6 p.m.

Admission is $20 per person or $40
per family, which includes food, beer,
soda, face painters and games. There
will be continuous live Irish-Ameri-
can entertainment featuring the Willie
Lynch Band, DJ Joe O’Coletti and
the St. Columcille Pipes and Drums.

For more information, please call
Bob or Linda White at (908) 241-
7341, Carol Martin at (732) 851-5109
or Kevin Dowling at (732) 594-1763.

The Nugent Assoc., founded in 1933,
is the oldest independent Irish-Ameri-
can organization in New Jersey.

Announces Its

END OF SUMMER Sale
ALL spring and summer merchandise is up to 70% off.

Designer clothing for incredible prices you can’t find anywhere else in town.
Trina Turk, Rebecca Taylor, Cynthia Steffe, Yumi Kim, Plenty, 12th St

by Cynthia Vincent, YaYa, Frenzii and much more.

FALL FASHIONS ARRIVING DAILY!

241 North Ave W. • Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908.928.0055
www.perlaboutique.com
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