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SP Board of Adj. Postpones T-Mobile
Cell-Tower Hearing Until October

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week post-
poned its hearing to consider an ap-
plication to place a wireless commu-
nications tower at Willow Grove Swim
Club; the hearing will resume at the
board’s October 4 meeting.

Omni-Point Communications, Inc./
T. Mobile’s application to construct
the 120-foot-high tower at the
Roosevelt Avenue swim club, located
next to McGinn Elementary School,
has raised the ire of neighborhood
residents and parents of McGinn stu-
dents. Nearly 100 residents and par-
ents turned out for the board’s July 12
meeting, when the hearing on the
application was adjourned after 50
minutes due to the late hour.

Hours prior to last Thursday’s
meeting, at which the hearing was to
resume, Omni-Point representatives
contacted Board Attorney Vincent
Loughlin with a request to postpone
the meeting due to what Mr. Loughlin
said were some problems the company
was experiencing in coordinating the
appearance of its radio-frequency
expert.

With the board’s 120-day statutory
time frame within which it must act
on an application expiring at month’s
end, Mr. Loughlin told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that Omni-
Point would be asked to consent to an
unlimited extension of time for its
application to be heard.

“Because of the nature of the
application and the extensive
testimony that’s expected to be heard,”
Mr. Loughlin said, the board may
require “several additional months”
to fully consider Omni-Point’s
application.

At last Thursday’s meeting, Board
Chairman Jim Fawcett called the cell
tower application “an emotional,
heated issue in this community.” In
the two months since the aborted
hearing on July 12, opponents of the
tower have written letters to local
newspapers, posted messages on
Internet message boards and placed
signs on lawns expressing their
opposition.

Residents have raised concerns
about the tower’s effect on property
values, as well as the effects of the
tower’s microwave emissions on the
health of McGinn students. Some
pointed out at the July meeting that
federal regulations and court rulings
forbid municipal land use boards from
using the possible health-risk factor

as a reason for denying applications
for placement of such antennas.

Mr. Fawcett said his intention is to
devote most of the October 4 meeting
to the Omni-Point application in
order to avoid a repeat of the July
meeting, at which five other
applications were heard before the
cell tower hearing got underway at
11:20 p.m. One resident told the
board the October 4 date might
conflict with an evening event at

McGinn School, making it difficult
for concerned parents to attend the
hearing.

But Mr. Loughlin cautioned the
board that it could not consider any
comments from the public if Omni-
Point representatives were not present.
The board, he said, cannot “discuss
any aspect of an application without
the applicant being present.”
Otherwise, “their legal rights would
be put in jeopardy,” he noted.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PANCAKES, ANYONE?…A volunteer serves up pancakes at Sunday’s fundraiser
for the Fanwood Fire Department, held at The Chelsea at Fanwood on South
Avenue.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MISSED YOU THIS SUMMER...Jackie Saunier hugs Kate McManigal in the
hallway of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School before the start of the
first day of classes last Thursday.

Judge Dismisses Fed. Claims
In Ex-Police Sgt.’s Lawsuit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A federal
judge last month dismissed federal
civil rights claims former Scotch
Plains police sergeant James Cassidy
filed against township officials.

Mr. Cassidy was dismissed from
the police department in March 2003
for having a sexual relationship with
a subordinate female police officer
in 2000 and early 2001. After Mr.
Cassidy requested a hearing before
the state Department of Personnel,
an administrative law judge in No-
vember 2004 ordered him reinstated,
but with a six-month suspension and
at a lower rank. A month later, the
state’s Merit System Board over-
turned the ALJ’s ruling and upheld
the township’s dismissal of Mr.
Cassidy.

In 2004, Mr. Cassidy, alleging
wrongful dismissal, filed suit against
the township while appealing his dis-
missal.

On August 29, in a 10-page rul-
ing, Judge Katharine Hayden of
Federal District Court in Newark
dismissed the six federal counts
contained in Mr. Cassidy’s 16-count
complaint against the township gov-
ernment, the township police de-
partment, Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins, Regina Scarinci, the
officer with whom he was involved,
and Douglas Hansen, the former
township attorney who died in De-
cember 2005.

Judge Hayden did not address the
10 state law claims, which contain

the “same basic claims” as the fed-
eral claims, according to Township
Attorney Brian Levine. He told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
he did not know whether Mr.
Cassidy would appeal Judge
Hayden’s ruling or re-file on the
state law claims.

Among the federal claims that
were dismissed were assertions Mr.
Cassidy made that township offi-
cials “abused their office and used
their positions as public employees”
to deprive him of his civil rights and
that township officials had violated
Mr. Cassidy’s civil rights in order to
terminate him.

Judge Hayden disagreed, saying
that Mr. Cassidy had been afforded
“substantial process before he was
terminated,” including notice of the
initial disciplinary action against
him, participation in two separate
hearings and an appeal to the Merit
Board.

Mr. Cassidy also alleged witness
tampering by township officials, who
he also accused of abuse of office in
order to fabricate disciplinary charges
against him and creating false public
records in order to terminate him. But
Judge Hayden said Mr. Cassidy had
failed to prove any of these allega-
tions.

Mr. Cassidy alleged that township
officials had conspired to “fabricate
charges…to use him as a scapegoat”
and terminate him. Again, Judge
Hayden said there was no evidence
presented to substantiate such a
charge.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOME-FIELD ADVANTAGE...Above, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Raider football team breaks through a banner to take the field for its season
opener last Saturday against the Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldogs. The Raiders,
playing on their home field, defeated the Bulldogs 31-0. Below, the SPFHS
cheerleaders show their spirit.

Asw. Stender Welcomes
Populus to Fanwood Council

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — State Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) made a surprise appear-
ance and administered a formal oath
of office to Democratic Council-
man William Populus at Tuesday
night’s regular mayor-and-council
meeting.

After being sworn in by Mayor
Colleen Mahr to participate in the
governing body’s monthly agenda
meeting last week, Mr. Populus will
finish out the term of Joseph
Higgins, who recently resigned, cit-
ing personal reasons related to his
divorce.

Mrs. Stender, a former Fanwood
mayor, described Mr. Populus as “a
man of integrity.” She said he “was
determined to improve the quality of

life for Fanwood residents” when he
previously served on the council with
her in the 1990s.

Mr. Populus has already said he
plans to seek a full term in this fall’s
election.

The remainder of Tuesday night’s
meeting was devoted primarily to
routine administrative business.

The governing body approved a
series of ordinances, including mea-
sures to update the borough’s budget
and finance computer software, sub-
mit the borough’s annual audit re-
sults to the state for review and autho-
rize a historic preservation grant sub-
mission to Union County.

The $30,000 grant, to be matched
equally by the borough, would help
finance continued improvements to
the borough’s historic Carriage
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Council OKs Parking Rules,
Details Issuance of Permits

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council on Tuesday approved an
amendment to the local parking ordi-
nance that restricts parking on two
streets near Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School to cars with permits.
Parking will be restricted on school
days between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. along
the entire lengths of the west side of
Cedar Street and the north side of
Happel Court.

At its regular meeting, Mayor
Martin Marks said high school
students who drive to school would
be able to utilize the expanded parking
area at the Westfield Road school, as
well as one side of Cedar Street and at
Green Forest Park.

When additional student parking
is needed, which is likely to be the
case later in the school year as
juniors begin receiving their driver’s
licenses, then students residing in
Scotch Plains will have to secure
on-street parking permits from the
police department. Several of the
streets in the vicinity of the high
school, the mayor said, will be
allocated between four and six
permits specifically designated for
a particular street.

The mayor said that should ensure
that no street is overcrowded with
parked cars. And, he added, when
the police department’s still-to-be-
determined allocation of permits is
distributed, “that’s it” – meaning
that no more permits will be
available.

Ray Hoover, a Carol Place resident,
told the mayor he was “very
concerned” about students ignoring
the new street parking regulations,
which he said could lead to a gradual
return to the “excessive” street parking

that led to an effort earlier this year to
resolve the problem.

The mayor said the police would
enforce the new rules and told Mr.
Hoover that the number of police
department-issued permits would not
be increased as time went on.

In other business, Mayor Marks
said township attorney Brian Levine
will speak with zoning board attorney
Vincent Loughlin this week to
inquire about the possibility of
changing the date of the board’s
Thursday, October 4, hearing to
consider an application by Omni-
Point Communications, Inc./T-
Mobile to place a wireless
communications tower at Willow
Grove Swim Club.

The proposed site is next to
McGinn Elementary School, which
is scheduled to hold its back-to-
school night that same evening. A
number of parents of McGinn
students have voiced their opposition
to the cell-tower proposal, and
multiple residents at Tuesday’s
council meeting said parents would
be forced to choose between
attending the hearing and the school
event.

The council also approved a change
order totaling $71,669 for
construction work at the municipal
building. Additional work on the
police department’s new first-floor
communications center will cost
$59,250, while the installation of a
new insulated finish system in lieu of
vinyl siding on certain sections of the
refurbished building will cost
$12,419.

The governing body also approved
a resolution awarding Barton Nursery
of Edison a contract to supply up to
100 new eight- to 10-foot trees for

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE WILL NEVER FORGET…Westfield residents and officials and emergency services representatives attend Tuesday
night’s six-year anniversary ceremony commemorating the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and
United Flight 93 on September 11, 2001. Fourteen area residents were killed in the tragedies. The ceremony was held at
Westfield’s 9/11 Memorial on North Avenue and East Broad Street.

SP-F Board of Education Lauds
Wallenberg Honoree Lauren Berk

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Lauren Berk, a
2007 graduate of Park Middle School
and current freshman at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High school (SPFHS), at-
tended the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting on Tues-
day after being awarded the
Wallenberg Foundation’s “Courage

and Compassion” Honors Program
Award this past May.

Lauren has spoken out in order to
bring attention to children suffer-
ing from the 21-year genocide in
northern Uganda. The foundation
selected 54 students as nominees
for the award, with 12 chosen as
winners.

Brad Siegel, supervisor of social
studies at SPFHS, noted in his intro-
duction that a motivating factor in
Lauren’s efforts was an “Oprah” epi-
sode in which two young men trav-
eled to Uganda and filmed a docu-
mentary called Invisible Children,
capturing the struggles of children
surrounded by violence.

The episode struck an interest in
Lauren, who has since become an
activist for the cause, traveling to
different township schools to raise
awareness. She has also written let-
ters to different government offi-
cials and traveled to Washington,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12


