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POLICE BLOTTER

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
BACK IN STYLE...Fifth graders at
Wilson Elementary School perform a
short repertoire of songs for children
and parents on the first day of school
last Wednesday.

photo courtesy Of Suzy Minken
TENNIS, ANYONE?…Leyton Hewitt returns a serve in the early rounds of the
2007 U.S. Open at the Arthur Ashe Stadium in Flushing Meadows Park. The
Australian could not advance to the finals, where Roger Federer ultimately took
the title for the fourth-consecutive year with a 7-6 (4), 7-6 (2), 6-4 victory over Serb
Novak Djokovic. In the women’s division, Justine Henin won her second U.S.
Open title, defeating Svetlana Kuznetsova 6-1, 6-3.

Board of Adjustment Reviews
Safety, Historical Issues

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During Monday’s
Westfield Board of Adjustment meet-
ing, Michael Keegan of 659 Forest
Avenue requested permission to re-
tain a six-foot fence that he said was
a part of the property for as long as he
has owned it.

Mr. Keegan, recently informed that
the fence extended beyond his prop-
erty line and needs to be repositioned,
asked that the fence remain the same
height. He said he would prefer not to
bring the fence down to four feet for
“privacy reasons.”

He also said the fence would not be
an “obstruction” because of the
house’s position on a side street. By
keeping the fence at its current height,
Mr. Keegan said he could “save a few
hundred dollars and privacy.”

“It would expose our whole back-
yard, and I’m not used to having our

yard exposed,” Mr. Keegan told the
board.

The board rejected the application,
with board chairman William
Heinbokel noting that approving the
application would make it hard to say
no to future applicants seeking the
same allowance and the issue of pri-
vacy alone is not enough of a hard-
ship.

Jayne Channell of 910 Highland
Avenue asked for allowance to build a
four-foot fence extending over a
neighbor’s four-foot retaining wall that
would block her yard from the drop off
the neighboring yard. With two chil-
dren, ages 3 and 4, Ms. Channell said
she worries for their safety.

“It worries me because in the snow
they really can’t see the wall and
could go right off it,” she said. “The
children run right to the wall.”

Mr. Heinbokel looked favorably of
the application, saying, “The safety
of children is obviously a compelling
argument.” The board voted in favor
of the applicant.

Citing her “expanding family,” ap-
plicant Lauren Gottlieb sought per-
mission to construct a third-floor ad-
dition and a front porch to her home
at 606 Maple Street. The renovation,
she said, would allow for extra bed-
room space for a growing family, as
well as an extra bathroom and addi-
tional office space for her and her
husband, who both work from home.

While she said her plans would “fit
in with the rest of the neighborhood,”
the board denied the application after
member Chris Masciale suggested
there wasn’t a specific hardship that
would make the expansion neces-
sary. The applicant proposed a front-
yard set back of 25.7 feet (32.6 feet is
required) and a maximum floor ratio
of 38.42 percent – the town’s zoning
laws allow 35 percent.

Applicant Scott Bond of 229 East
Dudley Street sought permission to
renovate an existing carriage house.
The renovation project would include
improvements to its bathroom facili-
ties, a parking space and a porch.

The board approved the applica-
tion under the condition that the re-
quest is merely an improvement to a
current structure, and that it would
not become a livable space but rather
continue to be a play place for local
children.

“It’s part of what this town is trying
to accomplish,” said Mr. Heinbokel,
referring to historical preservation.
While the allowed maximum floor
area is 750 square feet, the proposed
floor area would be 1,896 square feet.
The allowed maximum height of ac-
cessory structures is 15 feet, while
the applicant proposed 29.75 feet.

Westfield Memorial Pool
Demolition Progresses

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Pool complex improve-
ments are underway. Dover-based
contractor Ray Palmer Associates
began tearing out benches, fencing
and the gutters in the youth area,
among other objects, Westfield Rec-
reation Department officials revealed
Monday night.

The recreation commission expects
demolition to finish by mid-week next
week. Westfield Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann said he is in talks
with the contractor to receive a con-
struction schedule. Mr. Kaufmann is
also working with a technician to
have a live feed of demolition and
construction proceedings.

“We’re having a new recording de-
vice installed at the pool for security
reasons,” said Mr. Kaufmann during
the regular meeting of the recreation
commission. The new device replaced
an eight-track recording machine. He
said the new recorder can produce a
24/7 live feed through a wireless web
connection; each member of the com-
mission would have access to the video
on their computer.

On another issue, the Tamaques
Park tennis courts will be closed to-
night through Sunday, September 16,
for renovations. Commission Chair-
man Bill Palatucci said the commis-
sion planned to resurface the courts
on Lamberts Mill Road again this
summer but the construction com-
pany held up the plan.

“The core issue is that last year we
spent good money to resurface the courts
and now there’s an issue, so we wanted
to have the same contractor come in
and resurface,” said Mr. Palatucci.

Helecon, Inc. construction of
Bridgewater completed the initial job,
officials said. Tennis court nets that
are taped together or are curling up
will be replaced and fencing will be
repaired this week.

Bob Clancy, vice president of op-
erations for Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion (WSA) asked the commission to
leave the lights on at Houlihan and Sid
Fay fields until 10:10 p.m. and 10:15
p.m., respectively, on Friday and Sat-
urday nights. Currently, the lights go
out at 9:45 p.m. A year ago Mr. Clancy
asked for a similar extension.

WSA operates a soccer club that
provides various soccer programs for
more than 2,600 children at all skill
levels. Mr. Clancy said the extension
would allow kids to play two games
in one night and one game on the
other evening. The commission said
residents need a chance to speak their
opinions and would put the extension
on its agenda for next month’s meet-
ing, scheduled for October 1 at 7:30
p.m. at the recreation department.

An underlying issue with the back-
to-back soccer games is the limited
parking and unpaved lot at Houlihan
field, officials said. Mr. Clancy said
he plans to schedule enough time
between games to allow for exit and
entrance of vehicles. The commis-
sion said plans to pave and install
bathrooms at the field are on hold due
to a lack of funding.

The fields may also have a new addi-
tion of a storm shelter. After residents
voiced concerns about the void of a
lighting-storm shelter at Houlihan and
Sid Fay fields, Mr. Kaufmann con-
tacted a few companies for estimates.
Mr. Kaufmann said it would cost about
$8,000 to $10,000 to add shelters to the
fields and the expenditure would come
out of the field user fund.

As the school year gets underway, a
master field schedule of board-of-edu-
cation fields and recreation-commis-
sion fields is close to completion. The
recreation commission discussed the
idea of placing the master schedule
online. Mr. Palatucci said posting the
schedule on the website coincides with
Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s advocacy of
sharing information with the public.

Mr. Kaufmann and Commissioner
Debbie Judd both shared their con-
cerns with the usual last-minute
schedule changes that would not post
to the site in a timely manner.

“Field schedules change day-to-
day and hour-to-hour. It would be a
bureaucratic nightmare with the staff.
They would be inundated with com-
ments and questions,” Ms. Judd said.

Mr. Palatucci said he would rather
answer those calls. “I don’t want to be
accused of being secretive,” he contin-
ued. He also said there should be a
disclaimer on the schedule stating that
the schedule is subject to change.

The commission did not make a
decision on the issue.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 4, Derek

Mogull, 24, of Scotch Plains was
arrested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on motor vehicle warrants out of
Randolph and Springfield. Bail on
the warrants was set at $500 each.
Mogull was released after posting
bail.

Tuesday, September 4, Maurice
Robert, 28, of Bloomfield was ar-
rested at the East Orange Police De-
partment on two Westfield warrants
involving the town code for parking,
with total bail of $160, and a
Hackensack motor vehicle warrant
with bail of $81. He was released
after posting bail.

Saturday, September 8, a 24-inch
Trek Q20 bicycle was reported stolen
after it was left unsecured on the
sidewalk on the 200 block of Lenox
Avenue during the evening hours of
September 7.

Saturday, September 8, Martin D.
Salley, 41, of Newark was arrested
pursuant to two Irvington traffic war-
rants with bail totaling $415 and a
Newark traffic warrant with bail of
$125 following a motor vehicle stop
on the 400 block of West South Av-
enue.

A passenger in the vehicle, Davonne
Salley, 40, also of Newark, was ar-
rested on a Newark traffic warrant
with bail of $120. Both Martin and
Davonne Salley were transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 4, police re-

sponded to a call from a driver who
was involved in a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Route 22, which was his
fault. According to police, the driver
and passenger of the vehicle that was
struck got out of the car and assaulted
the driver of the vehicle causing the
crash.

The passenger then threatened to
kill the driver and drove off, but not
before witnesses were able to retrieve
the license plate of the vehicle that
was struck, police said. The Watchung
Police Department contacted the sus-
pects and told them to report to
Mountainside Headquarters for ques-
tioning, authorities said.

Arrested at police headquarters on
September 6 was Pauline P. Chaiwan,
25, of Watchung, who was charged
with leaving the scene of an accident
as well as an outstanding warrant out
of Newark in the amount of $125.

Also arrested was Patrick R.
Demarzo, 29, of Watchung. He was
charged with simple assault.

Tuesday, September 4, Oliver
Walker, 56, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged for driving with a sus-
pended license after police stopped
him for a motor vehicle violation on
Route 22.

Tuesday, September 4, William A.
Mejia-Varela, 26, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged for driving with-
out a license after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation on Route 22.
According to police, Mejia-Varela
was also charged with an outstanding
warrant out of South Plainfield in the
amount of $139.

Wednesday, September 5, Nana A.
Owusu, 25, of Hillside was arrested
and charged for driving with a sus-
pended license after police responded
to a vehicle stopped on the side of
Route 22 with two flat tires. Accord-
ing to police, Owusu was also charged
with an outstanding warrant out of
Oakhurst in the amount of $230.

Wednesday, September 5, the man-
ager of a Sheffield Avenue business
reported that while he was on vaca-
tion someone removed a laptop from
his office. According to the police,

that manager stated although the of-
fice door is usually locked, the lock
had not been functioning properly.

Wednesday, September 5, a resi-
dent reported that while his rental
vehicle was parked behind a Glen
Road business someone scratched the
vehicle’s passenger side door.

Wednesday, September 5, a juve-
nile was arrested for theft after police
witnessed the youth remove a large
bag containing rolls from the front of
a Mountain Avenue deli.

Friday, September 6, David
Delsario, 29, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at headquarters after being
transported from the Elizabeth Police
Department for an outstanding war-
rant in the amount of $450.

Friday, September 7, police re-
sponded to a Route 22 gas station on
a report of a man exhibiting inappro-
priate behavior. According to police,
a male carrying no identifying identi-
fied himself as Robert Wilmote, 22,
was transported back to headquarters
after witnesses identified him as the
suspect. Further investigation re-
vealed outstanding traffic and crimi-
nal warrants, police said. Wilmote
was also charged with lewdness and
hindering apprehension.

Saturday, September 8, Papa B.
Guisse, 25, of Bayonne was arrested
at headquarters for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $267.

Monday, September 10, Matthew
J. Fields, 20, of Louisville, GA was
arrested for soliciting without a per-
mit on Poplar Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, September 6, a resident

of Concord Road reported that she
received several harassing phone calls
over the last several weeks at all hours
of the day and night.

Friday, September 7, a caretaker of
a vacant house on Elm Court reported
that someone entered the house and
caused several hundred dollars in
damages.

Saturday, September 8, a resident
of Clydesdale Road reported that his
teenage daughter received several e-
mails from an unknown person ask-
ing personal questions.

Saturday, September 8, a resident
of Cantebury Drive reported that a
worker came onto his property stat-
ing he was there to put in some land-
scaping. The homeowner never re-
quested any work to be done, police
said.

Sunday, September 9, a South Av-
enue storeowner reported that some-
one illegally dumped items into his
dumpster located on his property.

Sunday, September 9, a resident of
Plainfield Avenue reported that some-
one slashed two tires on his vehicle
while it was parked in front of his
house.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 4, Jenna Weiss,

35, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for an outstanding Metuchen
warrant.

Tuesday, September 4, the man-
ager of a food store in the 100 block
of South Avenue reported that a black
male in his late 20s shoplifted from
the store and fled the scene before
police could apprehend him. Authori-
ties stated that police were unable to
locate the suspect after a search of the
area. The incident is under investiga-
tion, police said.

Wednesday, September 5, Isaac S.
Nelson, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
on active warrants out of Fanwood,
Jersey City and Newark after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. Accord-
ing to police, Nelson was transported
to the Union County jail after failure
to post bail.

Friday, September 7, Sheree Brown,
51, of Newark was arrested on nu-
merous East Orange warrants after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, September 8, Mario N.
Exantus, 27, of East Orange was ar-
rested on a Union Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue.

Saturday, September 8, Marvin J.
Ortiz, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
on numerous outstanding Fanwood
warrants and warrants out of Scotch
Plains and Irvington. According to
police, he was also charged with pro-
viding false information to police.

Tina M. Ortiz, 42, of Plainfield, a
passenger in the vehicle, was also
arrested for outstanding warrants out
of Fanwood, Plainfield and Scotch
Plains. Both suspects were transported
to the Union County jail for failure to
post bail, police said.

The Center for Orthopedic

Surgery and Sports Medicine

located at

Drs. Thrower and Bullek would like to take this

opportunity to welcome Dr. David M. Deramo

in joining their practice as of August 6, 2007.

Dr. Deramo specializes in complex surgery of

the shoulder and knee including arthoscopy

and knee replacement surgery.

We pride ourselves in providing

specialty orthopedic care.

202 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-7797

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MEMORIAL POOL RENOVATIONS CONTINUE...The Westfield Recreation
Commission announced during its Monday night meeting that demolition work
has begun at the Memorial Pool complex.

good a time as any to do it.”
With regard to the board’s goal to

“demonstrate a shared commitment
to energy conservation,” board mem-
ber Alice Hunnicutt said that it repre-
sents “a changing of the climate of
attitudes in the schools.”

Board member Beth Cassie said,
“This is year one of a multi-year goal.
It is not the type of thing where at the
end of the year we will say that we
completed this.”

The board also discussed its goal
to “assess and communicate effec-
tiveness of new and existing district
initiatives.” As part of this goal, “we

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Board of Education
will have to explore different proce-
dures regarding the effectiveness of
lots of different programs,” said Ms.
Leiz.

Lastly, the board discussed the im-
portance of “Updating measures for
security and emergency preparedness,
including emergency communica-
tions strategies.”

The latter part of this goal is par-
ticularly important, said Mr. Solomon,
“as half of the community does not
get TV 36, and we can no longer rely
on that avenue.”

“We are going to have to evaluate
all methods of reaching parents in the
event of an emergency,” said Ms.
Leiz.

In other news, business adminis-
trator Bob Berman discussed the
timeline for construction at Roosevelt
School.

He confirmed that all construc-
tion is set to begin November 15
and should be completed in time for
the start of the 2008-2009 school
year. As part of the remodeling
project, the library will relocate to
the gym from April until the end of
August.

Town resident Mark Frega of
Eaglecroft Road stood before the
board to express his concern about
the girls’ lacrosse team.

“There have been five coaches
over the last seven years. It has
become a completely dysfunctional
program. I’m here to ascertain why
we can’t seem to retain any coaches.
These girls need some continuity,”
he said.

Ms. Leiz replied, “I have a daugh-
ter who played lacrosse here, and I
am well aware that it is a problem. I
appreciate you bringing it to the
board’s attention.”

Mtside. Ordinance Would
Require Log of Keg Sales

BY EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During Tues-
day night’s borough-council work ses-
sion, Mountainside Police Chief
James Debbie Jr. introduced a beer-
keg-registration ordinance that offi-
cials scheduled to be placed on next
Tuesday night’s regular council-meet-
ing agenda.

If passed, the ordinance would re-
quire that the borough’s two estab-
lishments that sell beer kegs keep a
log of all those sold.

Each keg has a serial number on the
back, which would be logged during
the time of purchase. This log would
aid police officials in tracking down
the purchaser if, by chance, it was
found in an underage-drinking envi-
ronment.

If police found a keg in such a

setting, the establishment would not
be held liable as long as the keg was
sold to a person over 21.

In other council matters, Mayor
Robert Viglianti opened the meet-
ing with a moment of silence to
remember those who lost their lives
during the 9/11 attacks six years
ago.

There will be a Remembrance Day
service held for POW/MIA on Fri-
day, September 21, at the Elizabeth
courthouse.

Next year’s reorganization meet-
ing, scheduled for the first Tuesday of
2008, has been postponed to January
2, 2008, at 7 p.m. because New Year’s
Day falls on Tuesday.

The council will read a resolution
of congratulations for the Deerfield
girls’ softball team at the Tuesday,
September 18, meeting.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
GO GREEN...Anne Berardi and Kathleen MacDonald present The Go Green
Program to the Mountainside BOE.

safety and the congestion from the
nearby temple, board and audience
members said findings in July would
not accurately determine traffic flow
on Wychwood Road.

Ms. Dolan told the board she would
restudy the area to reflect the changes
in traffic now that school is in session
and provide what board chairman
Vincent Wilt called “fill-in-the-blanks
proof” that there can be a 250-foot
site distance with the proposed drive-
way.

Before adjourning the meeting, Mr.
Wilt reminded audience members that
the board has accepted Ms. Dolan’s
credentials as an expert witness and
anyone dissatisfied with results from
Ms. Dolan’s speed survey would be
welcome to approach the Westfield
police department or hire a qualified
expert to challenge results.
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Planning Bd.
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GW Council
packed town hall, talking about the
field. People do care, but maybe they
don’t have the time or energy to fight
like you do, Bruce.

“I don’t understand why now, at the
11th hour, you recommend a
fundraiser. Why didn’t you mention
that earlier? Time is running out on
the grant money and it has to be used.
And to suggest the members had no
accountability? You, a former politi-
cal candidate, should know better than
to suggest that. You’ll just never be
happy.”

In other business, resident Anne
Leonard complained about a rat prob-
lem facing the borough.

“A lot of people are not maintain-
ing their property and disposing of
trash and lawn clippings on the Ga-
bion wall (in the Garwood Brook on
Willow Avenue),” she said.

“This could be a reason why there
are so many rats. Someone needs to
look into the Gabion wall mainte-
nance and take care of the rat popula-
tion – and those that are not maintain-
ing their property.”

A few weeks ago, Borough Ad-
ministrator Christina Ariemma
mailed out a flyer to residents ad-
vising them to make sure their gar-
bage lids are secure and to maintain
their property to avoid a rat infesta-
tion.


