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Musial Presents Final Plans
For Vehicle Storage Facility
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By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s plan-
ning board heard a presentation last
Thursday from the Musial Group of
Mountainside on the final plans of
development and upgrades for the
Union County vehicle-storage build-
ing on North Avenue.

The property, located at 300 North
Avenue, will be used for housing EMS
vehicles, police vehicles and the
SWAT unit of the county prosecutor’s
office and provide space for the county
clerk’s Passport office, consumer af-
fairs, the county superintendent of
schools, Union County Medical Ex-
aminer and various other county-
based offices.

The Westfield Leader quoted county
officials earlier this year of saying the
facility would cost $9 to $10.5 mil-
lion and would include a three-story
building with 130 surface parking
spots and 11 rooftop spaces. The struc-
ture is adjacent to the Ralph Froehlich
Public Safety Building.

Completion of the Union County
police headquarters marked the first
phase of development, officials said.
The second phase requires includes
three sub-phases to be deemed com-
plete.

According to Nole Musial, in the
first phase, the existing garage build-
ing and old police headquarters will
be demolished shortly after bids are
received on October 2. Construction
of the new building will follow as
phase two; phase three will be the
demolition the existing structure
known as the Venneri building and
final site work.

“We wanted to make sure this build-
ing is economical,” Mr. Musial said.
He explained the new building would
incorporate an energy-efficient exte-
rior with a steel-framed structure and
utilize a closed-loop geothermal-heat-
pump system to provide heating and

cooling.
The Musial Group hopes that after

applying for Leed certification, this
project would be the first county
“green” government building in
Union County and would set the stan-
dard for other energy efficient build-
ings.

Board member Robert Newell said
he felt this was a “very admirable”
plan, with an implied “but.”

“I am disappointed in the architec-
ture. It’s very contemporary. It would
be nice if it was styled more appropri-
ately for Westfield,” Mr. Newell said.

Bud Boothe of Hawthorne Avenue
attended the meeting for a separate
application but said he could not sit in
the audience without airing his griev-
ances.

Mr. Boothe, who served as mayor
in the 1990s, said, “For hundreds of
years people have worked very hard
to maintain the ambience downtown.”

He later added, “This doesn’t hap-
pen in Westfield.” He echoed Mr.
Newell’s concerns about the proposed
size of the building, which totals
34,325 square feet, and its contempo-
rary style.

In the later portion of the meeting,
the planning board returned to Julie
Marsella’s application for the Can-
terbury Lane property known as the
“Little Gatehouse” but again was
unable to conclude the case.

Elizabeth Dolan, transportation
expert for the applicant, shared re-
sults of a study she conducted in July
on ingress and egress from the pro-
posed location of the driveway.
Among other concerns such as park-
ing in the event of a party, pedestrian

Westfield Announces
Back-to-School Nights

WESTFIELD – Westfield schools
invite parents and guardians of stu-
dents in Westfield to back-to-school
nights scheduled in September:

Elementary Schools
Franklin – September 19 for K to

2 at 7 p.m.; and September 20 for
grades 3 to 5 at 7 p.m.

Jefferson – September 20 for a.m.
kindergarten and grades 3, 4, and 5
at 7:30 to 8 p.m.;

Afternoon kindergarten and
grades 1 and 2 at 8:15 to 8:45 p.m.

McKinley – September 20 at 7 p.m.
Tamaques – September 20 at 7:30

to 8:40 p.m.
Washington – September 20 at 7

p.m.
Wilson – September 17 for grade 5

at 7:30 p.m.; September 19 for grades
K to 2 at 7:30 p.m.; and September 20
for grades 3 and 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Intermediate Schools
Edison – September 19 at 7 p.m.
Roosevelt – September 18 at 7 p.m.

Westfield High School
September 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Check individual school newslet-

ters or the school’s website,
westfieldnjk12.org, for any changes.

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
PILLARS...The Westfield United Way held its annual “pillar party” for its biggest
supporters on Saturday to kick off the organization’s 2007-2008 fundraising campaign.
The WUW seeks to raise $715,000 to support its 19 member agencies this year. Pictured,
from left to right,  are:  fundraising co-chairs David and Cyrene Foltz, pillar party hosts
Jackie and Mike Cash and WUW Board of Trustees President Scott Cassie.

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER…A Christmas season commercial shoots Mon-
day at Cosenza family of Woodbrook Circle in Westfield. The home was lit with
lights and a large arrow of light mounted over the garage. A slight dusting of snow
dotted the roof. Stephanie Haberman, production manager for @radical.media,
the company shooting the spot, said a BMW car would be filmed at another
location. The crew also used a chimney at the Kushner family’s home across the
street for the spot.

Westfield Board of Education
Discusses Goals for School Year
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By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education discussed on
Tuesday its goals for the 2007-2008
school year, which include providing
classroom space for all students and
updating district-wide emergency
preparedness.

Board president Ginny Leiz listed
five goals, which will be further dis-
cussed and voted upon once superin-
tendent of schools Margaret Dolan
has a chance to provide input.

As part of the plan to “provide
adequate space for students at all
grade levels,” Ms. Leiz pointed to the
opening of the early-childhood cen-

ter for the 2008-2009 school year.
The board intends to subsequently
balance enrollment at the elementary
and middle schools.

“I hate to bring up the ‘R’ word, but
does this goal point to our talking
about a redistricting plan?” asked
board member Gary McCready.

Ms. Leiz said there might be fur-
ther discussion on that topic at a later
time.

The board also aims to “assess
the effectiveness of the current or-
ganizational structure and develop
a system for recruiting, hiring, train-
ing and retaining administrative
staff.”

“I think this goal is timely, if noth-
ing else,” said board member Richard
Solomon, pointing to the need this
year to hire a new Westfield High-
School principal. “It is a good thing
to assess this structure, and this is a

Heinbokel: Homes’ Lack of Size,
Amenities Lead to Redvelopment

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – William
Heinbokel, chairman  of the town’s
land-use task force, gave a progress
report Tuesday night on the
committee’s ongoing work.

Mr. Heinbokel reiterated that the
group’s stated purpose is to meet with
groups of “stakeholders” to under-
stand the dynamics of Westfield rede-
velopment through all vantage points.

Through meetings with realtors,
the taskforce ascertained that “the
historic architecture of the buildings
themselves is a source of appeal to
many consumers.”

However, he said it was “unfortu-
nate” that while prospective buyers
seek the “distinctive character,” of
homes in Westfield, some of those
homes “do not provide nearly the
amount of space demanded by today’s
consumer,” leading to demolitions and
rebuilds.

Ultimately, he said, “much of the
current housing stock within our com-
munity lacks the amenities sought by
today’s current homeowners.” There-
fore, home replacements have be-
come “commonplace.”

He said the taskforce is aware that
major changes to the land-use ordi-
nance “could easily knock an overly
large proportion of existing lots or
structures in the various zoning dis-
tricts out of conformance.”

He said it is “imperative that any
change we suggest balances indi-
vidual property rights with commu-
nity interests and goals.”

When Third Ward Councilman
David Haas asked him what “identi-
fied issues” amendments to the cur-
rent ordinance would address, Mr.
Heinbokel said it was “a little prema-
ture” to discuss them, adding that
most suggestions are in the “advisory
stage.”

Privately, Mr. Heinbokel told The
Westfield Leader that the group’s goal
is to “bring some sanity to the [rede-
velopment] process.”

He said, “I thought we’d be done
by now, but then we realized how
complex the issue is.”

In other business, the town passed
11 resolutions refunding $39,000 in
pool memberships accrued through
the 7-percent sales tax that was re-
pealed July 1.

The council passed a resolution

to award a professional-services
contract for improvements to the
north-side train station parking lot
(#2).

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca said, “At the end of the day,
it will take a look at…the other adja-
cent areas and incorporate them into

the lot,” leading to a “significant
pickup” of parking spaces.

He said the eventual design would
address the lot’s ingress and egress.
The town plans to work with the state
to create one entrance and exit point
directly across Elm Street in order to
make the area “a lot safer and less
confusing for motorists.”

MS Board of Ed., Teachers’
Union Stall on Contract

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
Tuesday meeting, the borough’s board
of education announced that it has
not yet resolved contract negotiations
with the teachers’ union.

“We are there along with 20 per-
cent of the school districts in the
state. We have worked really hard for
a year, and it takes time to resolve all
of our differences,” BOE President
John Perrin said.

He noted that Mountainside is one
of 117 school districts (of the nearly
600 in the state) that have not con-
cluded negotiations with teachers.

The previous contract expired at
the end of June.

The BOE announced that 745 stu-
dents are attending pre-kindergarten
through eighth grade in Mountainside.

“Thirteen teachers have been hired
and divided evenly throughout both
schools (Beechwood and Deerfield),”
said Chief School Administrator Ri-
chard O’Malley.

Additionally, the district has pur-
chased four new classroom comput-
ers.

The school district’s goals for the
2007-2008 school year include stu-
dent achievement, improving the cur-
riculum, support of the staff and their
professional development, support of
special education and quality man-
agement.

The BOE read over and edited the
wording of school policies.

The board will start a “Go Green”
program on Monday, September 17,
which will introduce an environmen-
tal program into the school district.

Part of this initiative is to provide
teachers with recycling paper bins in
their classrooms, start bottle recy-
cling in the cafeteria and teachers’
lounge and begin the recycling of
laser cartridges, ink cartridges and
batteries. The Go Green program also
will include collection of eyeglasses
for the Lions Club and introducing
book swaps for teachers and students.

Teachers will be encouraged to use
two-sided copies when possible and
will be provided with scrap paper.
Reminders to turn off lights have been
placed on every light switch in the
schools. Staff and children are en-
couraged to wear green on Septem-
ber 17 to recognize the program.

“We are encouraging everyone to
be concerned about what we have and
replace what we use so we can leave
behind a healthy environment,”
Deerfield School nurse Kathleen
MacDonald said.

Students who participate will be
recognized for their efforts. Each
month, a student will receive a certifi-
cate and a small token. “The kids are
definitely noticing the signs. I heard
one comment the other day,” Mr.
Perrin said.

State Errs; Garwood Gets
$250K in Extraordinary Aid
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BY KATHY MARQUES
Specifically Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At Tuesday night’s
council meeting, Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio announced the
borough had received $250,000 in
extraordinary aid from the state. The
borough, which had requested
$400,000, was initially rebuffed in its
application.

The council passed the $6.6-mil-
lion budget and approved the $2.1
million James Guerriero Field project.

After receiving a letter from Tren-
ton explaining only two towns in
Union County (Kenilworth and
Fanwood) had received extraordinary
aid, Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy responded with a letter of
his own, asking the state to recheck
the numbers.

“We thought something was wrong
with the facts and figures,” he said.
“After review, [New Jersey state offi-
cials in Trenton] realized they made
an error in calculations and that we
qualified. We didn’t get the full
amount we requested, but every penny
helps.”

The aid reduces the amount to be
raised in municipal taxes from
$4,660,138 to $4,410,138 and the
increase per home from $275 to $137
on a home assessed at $100,000 in the
borough, officials said.

Garwood is the only municipality
in Legislative District 21 to receive
extraordinary aid.

An ordinance approving the $2.1-
million construction of the James V.
Guerriero Field, the borough’s Little
League field, passed. The total in-
cludes grant and bond money. The
project will cost taxpayers about
$1,000 per household on average,
officials said.

The cost will be spread out and
assessed over the years at about $50
per year for the average property
owner.

As previously reported, the project
will include a new soccer/hockey/
baseball field and a walking track.

Resident Bruce Paterson asked why
the borough had to “raise tax money
to build a park.” He suggested the
council table the ordinance and hold
a fundraiser to raise money.

“I will be the first to donate $1,000,”
Mr. Paterson said. “Garwood resi-
dents have no enthusiasm, but I will
fight tooth and nail for what I believe.
People just gave up and let the coun-
cil members make the decision. You
have no accountability for what you
do. You just raise taxes and that’s it.”

Ms. Villaggio replied, “Don’t sec-
ond-guess the residents of Garwood.
The children, the seniors, they are all
filled with enthusiasm. Not everyone
can afford $1,000. We on the council
are all accountable for what we de-
cide. I can’t sleep at night if I feel like
I did a bad job.”

Resident and Republican council
candidate Anthony Sytko agreed with
Mrs. Villaggio. He said, “We had a

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
WE WILL NEVER FORGET…Westfield residents and officials and emergency services representatives attend Tuesday
night’s six-year anniversary ceremony of the terrorists’ attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and United Flight
93 on September 11, 2001, that killed 14 area residents. The event was held at Westfield’s 9/11 Memorial on North Avenue
and East Broad Street.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
SEE YOU NEXT SUMMER… Renovations at the Westfield Memorial Pool are
underway. The pool is shown above after it was closed for the season after Labor
Day.


