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Fanwood taxpayers would serve
themselves well if they took some
time to compare the recently distrib-
uted tax bills for 2007 with their tax
bills for 2006. Even though Fanwood
is the recipient of extraordinary aid
from the state in 2007, the municipal
taxes increased by 7.3 percent. It has
been more than a decade since we
have seen a municipal tax increase in
this range. Also in 2007, county taxes
increased by 4.6 percent and school
taxes increased by 3.3 percent.

Extraordinary aid is state-run pro-
gram that is meant to serve as a tempo-
rary fix for extreme or extraordinary
circumstances. For example, Cranford
was hit with $1.3 million in documented
flood damages (a river flows through
the township) from the Nor’easter that
hit in April. Yet their application for
extraordinary aid was denied.

When extraordinary aid is applied
for and received in three out of four
years, as it has been in Fanwood, it can
then become a dependency. In 2006,
when Fanwood received $350,000 in
extraordinary aid, the municipal bud-
get increased by 4.7 percent. In 2007
with $325,000 of extraordinary aid the
budget increased to 7.3 percent. This
trend is frightening and should be set-
ting off alarm bells.

If Fanwood had not received the
extraordinary aid this year, the mu-
nicipal tax increase would have been
in the eye-popping area of 13 percent.
Unfortunately for Fanwood taxpay-
ers, extraordinary aid has the effect of
directing the budget makers away
from the basic problem — spending.
The spending side of the 2007 budget
was built on the 13-percent increase
and that then becomes the base for the
2008 budget.

The recent statement made by Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine that New Jersey
faces a $3-billion deficit in 2008 di-
minishes the odds for Fanwood to
receive extraordinary aid. The state
has reduced the total amount of ex-
traordinary aid distributed to munici-
palities from $25.5 million in 2006 to
$17.7 million in 2007.

When budget preparations in
Fanwood get under way for 2008, we
should work on the assumption that
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With the general election approach-
ing on Tuesday, November been asked
why I decided to run for borough
council again after having served
Fanwood for nearly seven years in
the 1990’s. I was first elected in 1994,
and again in 1997, with a strong man-
date from Fanwood voters. In recent
years, I cut back on my civic commit-
ments to devote needed time and at-
tention to my health. But during that
time, I never stopped caring about
Fanwood and its families. When asked
last summer to fill a vacant council
seat, I considered it an honor and
gladly accepted.

Serving on the borough council is
virtually a volunteer position but do-
ing it well requires unique and varied
abilities not common to everyone.
It’s our job to consider the best pos-
sible use of each dollar the borough
spends. Every tax point we save, or
service we offer without tapping the
municipal budget, helps keep your
tax bill under control.

Using resources wisely and find-
ing new opportunities to save requires
knowledge and skill in a broad range
of areas, including financial manage-
ment, budgeting, planning and com-
munity development in addition to
understanding the multiple munici-
pal functions of borough government
and the relationships between local,
county and state governments.

Some of my proudest accomplish-
ments while serving Fanwood include
projects I initiated by securing re-
sources that saved taxpayer dollars,
improved local services, or accom-
plished both at the same time. These
include: assuring the maximum re-
turn on municipal bank deposits, pro-
moting competitive bidding for local
services, construction of the new rec-
reation building at La Grande Park,
infrastructure improvements to
Fanwood’s historic cultural center,
municipal building and library, se-
curing valuable services that help
maintain and limit the costs of
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we will not receive extraordinary aid
and build a budget accordingly.
Fanwood government officials must
also do an about face and take a
serious look at the 2007 budget in-
crease of 13 percent before aid, and
7.3 percent after the aid. This extraor-
dinarily high base must be reduced in
order to build a “taxpayer friendly”
budget for 2008.

Fanwood’s government must real-
ize that the economic stability in
Fanwood, Union County, and the state
is very fragile. They should prepare a
budget that assumes we will not re-
ceive state aid, wean off the addiction
of depending on the state for aid, and
return to fiscal stability.

Fanwood taxpayers should be
thinking about when the council was
not representative of one single po-
litical party. For instance in 2004,
with only two Republicans on the
council, the municipal portion of taxes
went up by a mere 1.1 percent and in
2005, still with the same two Repub-
licans, the municipal portion went up
2.9 percent.

In 2006, with the council being all
Democrat, the municipal portion of
the budget went up by 4.7 percent and
in 2007, the same all-Democratic gov-
ernment approved a municipal bud-
get of 7.3 percent but only after re-
ceiving $325,000 in extraordinary aid
from the state.

We need to return to a two-party
government – our families simply
cannot afford one-party control.

Fanwood’s sanitary sewer system; and
the initiation of the Fanwood Com-
munity Assessment which boosted
civic involvement and resulted in the
creation of the borough’s quarterly
newsletter, The Fanwoodian.

As an experienced legislator, pro-
prietor of a small business in
Westfield, and Fanwood homeowner,
I believe the borough council has a
fiduciary responsibility to Fanwood
taxpayers. I also believe that my
proven track record of accomplish-
ment and years of service to the com-
munity qualify me to serve.

In addition to my work on the
borough council, I am a member of
the Fanwood Planning Board, a past
chairperson and member of the
Plainfield Area Regional Sewer Au-
thority, and vice president of the
State of New Jersey Real Estate Com-
mission.

In 1970, my wife Marilyn and I
moved to Fanwood where we raised
three children, and are now proud
and devoted grandparents of three.
Throughout my life, I’ve always been
willing and eager to serve - includ-
ing nine years of combined service
in the United States Air Force and
Navy. In fact, one of the things I love
most about Fanwood is its long his-
tory of civic involvement and
volunteerism. I believe strongly in
citizen participation and teamwork
and value the contributions of so
many volunteers who are the back-
bone of this community.

I look forward to continuing my
commitment to Fanwood and will
contribute my experience to assuring
that every issue, question and deci-
sion that comes before the borough
council is made from a position of
stewardship for our taxpayers, resi-
dents and businesses. Together we’ll
continue the important work of im-
proving services, controlling spend-
ing and finding alternative ways to
protect the quality of small town life
we’ve all worked so hard to achieve.

ASK THE DENTIST ! 

 

DE AR DR.  ME RRIM AN:  

My dentist just told me that I grind my teeth and has recommended that I 

get my bite adjusted and wear a plastic mouthguard 

grind and no one has ever mentioned anything to me before. What should I 

do? - Nancy P. 

DE AR NANCY:  

The fact is that bruxism or grinding can have many different effects on the 

body from a toothache to sore facial muscles, pain radiating to the 

shoulders, arms and neck region, headaches, fatigue and difficulty sleeping. 

In some patients, the Temporal Mandibular joint area which is directly in 

front of the ear may be painful especially during opening and closing of the 

mouth. Many patients, like yourself, are unaware that they are grinding 

because they do not have painful symptoms and also because it commonly 

occurs when you are sleeping. 

 In the absence of such noticeable symptoms, only your dentist will be able 

to recognize evidence of grinding such as early attrition (wearing away the 

enamel of the tooth), as well as cracked, loose and broken down teeth. 

Bruxism can be caused by a variety of reasons. The most common we see 

are stress, a malformed bite, and missing teeth. 

A simple solution such as wearing a mouthguard may prevent the need for 

extensive dentistry in the future to restore your smile. It can also save you 

from experiencing discomfort, sensitivity, premature loss of teeth, 

headaches, pain, fatigue and accelerated progression of gum disease.  

It sounds like your dentist has your long term optimal health in mind when 

suggesting the treatments you have mentioned. So go ahead and explore 

your options towards terrific health! 

 

229 Charles Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

Tel: 908.389.0222 Email: DoctorMerriman@aol.com 

Many patients are unaware that 

they are grinding because they 

do not have painful symptoms 

and also because it commonly 

occurs when you are sleeping  

RECEIVING ENDORSEMENT… Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich met
recently in his office with Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left,
Borough Council President Kathy Mitchell, left, and Councilman Bill Populus,
right, to endorse the Democratic candidates for Fanwood municipal offices in the
November 6 general election. Sheriff Froehlich commended Mayor Mahr and the
Fanwood Police Department for the 26-percent decrease in criminal activity in the
borough last year, as reported in the annual Uniform Crime Report released last
week by the State Police. Pictured, from left to right, are: Council President Kathy
Mitchell, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
and Councilman Bill Populus.
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The responsibility of county gov-
ernment is to look out for the health,
safety and welfare of the county’s
residents. The assignment appears to
be simple and straightforward requir-
ing little explanation, however, here
in Union County, our administration
with its 3,000 employees has morphed
into something totally removed from
the original intent.

Over the last 10 years the all-Demo-
cratic Board of Chosen Freeholders
has created a behemoth with a vora-
cious appetite for hard cold cash to
keep it from collapsing. In essence, it
has become a house of cards just
waiting for less than a gentle summer
breeze to topple it.

Upon close examination, even a
novice can see that our county gov-
ernment has managed to insinuate
itself into the residents daily lives
with the claim that they know what
the people want and need in the form
of services. What services they really
provide is debatable when one con-
siders that the freeholders tend to do
things in a very showy way with the
pronouncement “we’re connected to
you” attached to everything that they
touch.

One example are the public infor-
mation vans which turn up at most
every county event or street fair bear-
ing framed portraits of each free-
holder affixed to the exterior. About
25 feet in length, the vehicles re-
semble Winnebago’s complete with
roll out awnings to keep the atten-
dants out of the sun as they distribute
brochures from the many racks of
printed materials bearing the slogan
“we’re connected to you.”

Claiming to be informational
pieces, most of the leaflets are actu-
ally thinly disguised campaign pieces
boasting about services such as: hay-
rides, the Trailside Museum party
room, Four Centuries in a Weekend
and, earlier this year, MusicFest or
movies-in-the-park. Noticeably ab-
sent from the selection of county pub-
lications is a copy of the county oper-
ating budget, the freeholders by-laws
or a brochure detailing how county

contracts are awarded and just what is
the purpose of the Union County
Improvement Authority. But that
would be encouraging the taxpayers
to inquire where their hard earned
money actually does go, and the free-
holders say that they don’t have to
answer the residents’ questions.

The GOP espouses a smaller less
intrusive government with lower taxes
that is simple and straightforward as
well. We expect county government
to maintain the county roads and
bridges, be responsible for our home-
land security as Union County is in
the most dangerous two miles of the
Eastern Seaboard, enforce the laws
of the county, run and maintain our
county’s correctional facilities and
provide for the financial welfare of
the less fortunate. We have yet to
determine where floating pumpkins
on a lake or the Union County Arts
Center fits into this scenario of look-
ing out for the health, safety and
welfare of the people.

The 21st Legislative District team of
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman
Eric Munoz, and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick were recently endorsed by
the National Federation of Indepen-
dent Business (NFIB) and PENPAC,
which is affiliated with the Commerce
and Industry Association of New Jer-
sey, for their re-election on November
6 to the New Jersey State Legislature.

“PENPAC is pleased to announce
its endorsement of Senator Kean, As-
semblyman Munoz and Assemblyman
Bramnick who represent the principles
of free enterprise, limited government,
and job expansion through economic
development,” said PENPAC Chair-
man Richard Goldberg. “These candi-
dates are committed to creating jobs,
reducing New Jersey’s regulatory bur-
den, and improving the overall eco-
nomic climate of our state.”

The three incumbent legislators have
sponsored legislative initiatives that
deal with tax relief, tort reform and
health care coverage plans for small
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businesses. They have also introduced
the “New Jersey Economic Develop-
ment Promotion Act,” which would
streamline and reorganize the state’s
economic development statutes in or-
der to promote administrative effi-
ciency.

“The upcoming election will be a
pivotal day for the small business of
New Jersey,” wrote Laurie Ehlbeck,
state director of the NFIB. “Based on
your steadfast support on issues of
importance to small business own-
ers, NFIB is pleased to announce the
endorsement of your candidacies for
the New Jersey State Senate and New
Jersey State Assembly.”

Previous endorsements of Senator
Kean, Assemblyman Munoz and As-
semblyman Bramnick include the New
Jersey Chapter of the Sierra Club, New
Jersey Environmental Federation, New
Jersey Educational Association, New
Jersey State Nurses Association, Fra-
ternal Order of Police, and the
Policemen’s Benevolent Association.

County GOP Accuses Democrats
Of Using Taxpayers Money

COUNTY -- The Union County
Republican Committee said this week
that the Union County Democratic
Committee has crossed the line by
shamelessly using taxpayers’ assets
to promote the re-election campaign
of incumbent Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
Freeholders Dan Sullivan and Bette
Jane Kowalski and freeholder candi-
date, Rayland Van Blake, a council-
man in Plainfield.

Referring to the Democrats’ cam-
paign literature featuring a photo-
graph of the foursome on the back
deck of the county’s newly commis-
sioned Homeland Security vessel,
purchased with federal funds; Re-
publican freeholder candidate Patricia
Quattrocchi said, “I was absolutely
stunned when I saw the photo with
the words Union County and Home-
land Security clearly visible on the
watercrafts starboard side.”

She said “for years the county
Democrats have certainly abused the
power of their incumbency by shame-
lessly promoting those up for re-elec-
tion in county-funded newsletters just
days before the Primary and General
Elections, and clearly using taxpayer-
owned equipment in campaign pic-
tures but they have never been quite
this brazen.”

“This time they have gone too far,”
stated Mr. Quattrocchi’s running
mate, John Russitano of Westfield. “I
doubt that the federal government
intended to provide the funding for

the freeholders to stage a dramatic
photo op.”

“For the incumbents to plead in-
nocence that they were not willingly
and knowingly involved in the dis-
tribution of these campaign pieces
just doesn’t hold water,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “Freeholder Chair-
woman Kowalski hand delivered the
literature herself to a candidates
brunch sponsored by the Union
County Women’s Political Caucus,
which I attended as well, so she
cannot say she didn’t know the pic-
ture was used.”

As for Mr. Van Blake, Mr. Russitano
said, “There is just no way that they
can justify the presence of Van Blake
on the back deck unless of course the
Green Brook now empties directly
into the Kill Van Kull.”

“If they were showing off the boat
and it’s capabilities to local elected
officials, we would think that others
perhaps from Linden or Rahway
would be there rather than a
councilperson from a landlocked
municipality who just happens to be
a freeholder candidate,” he said.

Mrs. Quattrocchi and Mr. Russitano
said in their press release that they
would “pursue this misuse of county-
taxpayer assets for campaign pur-
poses to the bitter end, especially
since their own request made to the
county for equal time to be photo-
graphed on the vessel has gone ig-
nored.”


