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MAKING NEW FRIENDS…Andy and Donna Wasserman hosted a “Friend-
raiser” for Frank Arena Saturday night at their home on Channing Avenue in
Westfield. Mr. Arena is seeking the first ward council seat November 6. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Mr. Arena, Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Mr. and Mrs.
Wasserman, Lori Arena and Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) Over 35
people were in attendance including Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) (not pictured).

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Mark Ciarrocca for Reelection

Westfield Town Council, Ward 3

Four years ago I asked the voters of the
third ward to give me the opportunity to
represent them. It was an honor to be
elected and a great privilege to serve. As
someone who grew up in Westfield, the
past four years have been a tremendous
opportunity for me to give back to a
community that has given so much to me
and my family.

Four years ago I said we needed more
attention on traffic safety so that we could
make Westfield a safer, more pedestrian-
friendly town. Working with residents,
groups like B.R.A.K.E.S. and town pro-
fessionals, we have enacted many initia-
tives such as the Citizens’ Traffic Safety
Advisory Committee, radar speed signs,
increased and targeted enforcement to
name only a few. Our efforts have paid off
as accidents with injuries are down over
40 percent this year. While we have made
great progress, there is more work to do.
Over the next four years I want to see that
the traffic improvements to the Central
Avenue corridor are completed, that we
enact a walking school bus and that we
initiate bike routes throughout town.

I also said that we would improve com-
munication with town residents. To that
end, we have enhanced our town website
(www.westfieldnj.gov) and increased the
content on TV-36. I have endeavored to
visit every new third ward resident. Also,
I have attended meetings in every part of
the ward to address issues that matter to
us, including: improving traffic safety
around Jefferson School, enhancing aes-
thetics on Azalea Trail, removing school
bus traffic on Doris Parkway, resolving
the parking issue in Stoneleigh Park,
changing the use of Lincoln School and
looking into the inappropriate commer-
cial use of a property on Myrtle Avenue.
Making myself accessible to residents in
person, by phone and e-mail, and then
working with residents, we have been
able to improve the quality of life in our
neighborhoods.

On the issue of finances, our budgets
are a challenge, particularly with state aid
from Trenton flat and items over which
we have no control, such as the Rahway
Valley Sewage Authority assessment, our
state pension contribution and health in-
surance premiums, all rising rapidly.

Serving on the finance committee, I
have lead the way to do more with less.
That is to deliver improved municipal
services while reducing full-time employ-
ees and relying more on shared services to
reduce costs. The increase for items in the
town budget that the town council does
control has been only about 3 percent per
year over the last four years. We shouldn’t
anticipate that Trenton will get its finan-
cial house in order any time soon, so we
will have to continue to focus on keeping
our municipal budget in check.

It has been an honor to serve the people
of the third ward and the Town of
Westfield. I have more work to do and ask
your support to continue our efforts to
improve the quality of life for our resi-
dents.

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Shhhhh…. Did you know Westfield
was once the best kept secret in Union
County? A small residential town known
for its many mom and pop stores, churches
and banks. Let me share some things I
know and remember about Westfield and
how I can serve you as your local council
member. I have lived in Westfield since
1945 and have seen the rapid progress our
town has made.

For example, I would sit on the steps of
my house every summer waiting and watch-
ing for guess what? The circus to come to
town – which it did. It would go by my
home and up the street to North Scotch
Plains Avenue, and they would spread out
almost to the end of South Avenue. The
circus would settle there for about four
weeks and then move to Rock Avenue in
Plainfield. That was a wonderful treat the
entire town eagerly awaited.

But, that soon stopped with the con-
struction of new homes. I watched as some
homes were demolished, while others, that
were saved, were moved on rollers to lots
on West Broad Street and Downer Street.
The trucks moved so slow – you could go
in, have lunch, a nap and still the house
would have moved only a little. The homes
were fast leaving Spring Street, which is
now Watterson Street. Change. Tracts of
land were being gobbled up.

In front of my home on West Broad,
there was a small wooded area that every-
one used to cut through to go to McKinley
School. I believe there are now five new
homes in that area. As our population has
increased, so has the need for more parking
spaces in town and at Westfield High
School. That was no problem for my class.
Having attended Westfield High, served
on the schools strategic action planning
committee and knowing the current con-
cerns, if elected, I would like to implement
some useful strategies and work with the
board of education, superintendent of
schools, principal, high school students,
parents and residents that border the high
school to come up with a viable solution.
This  has dragged on for several years. It
has been too long. We need to resolve this
issue.

Whenever there was a fire in town the
fire station would blow its whistle – (one
blow) ward 1, (two) ward 2, (three) ward 3,
(four) ward 4. The whistles signaled which
ward the fire engines were going to. Now,
there is another kind of whistle – that of
freight trains screeching in the middle of
the night until the early morning. I know

what is sounds like during the day, it must
be unbearable at night. The town started a
process working with the railroad some 13
years ago. If we had a responsive council
this could have been resolved much ear-
lier.

The conservation site is new to town –
do you remember what we did with our
trees? – Burned them in our backyards
(and the smell was wonderful) or they
were given to your sanitation truck. We
now have people from other surrounding
towns dumping their stuff in Tamaques
Park and creating havoc. A thought might
be to have the conservation site opened in
January on Saturdays for residents only.
We will have to be mindful that town
employees will be working overtime and
we will need to carefully manage the costs
if this is done. But this is something for
consideration.

Westfield has always been a very com-
munity-spirited town with emphases on
sports, good living, friendships among
neighbors, and town events, among many
other things. Do you know there is still the
annual Halloween parade sponsored by
the Y’s Men on Elm Street School grounds?
The former high school and jr. high school
and shops in town would allow us to paint
Halloween scenes on all the windows and
prizes were given. We would roller skate
every Friday evening in the small parking
lot and now gas station next to the train
station – community fun. Winter could not
come fast enough for us so we could go ice
skating at Mindowaskin Park. We could
skate just about all winter – it was that cold.
With the global warming trend, we’re lucky
to skate once a year.

Westfield still remains a lovely cloistered
town that draws people here to stay even after
their children have grown up and moved
away. Let’s make it affordable for them to
stay. As an elected official, I will work with
the local and state governing bodies to make
the residents of my ward heard. We have
three legislators from the 21st District and we
should all work together. I know I can be an
asset to the 4th ward after living here most of
my life with my family.

My father was an important part of this
community as well. As director in 1945, he
was an instrumental part of the planning
and operating of the current site of the
Westfield Community Center for almost
20 years. I would like to follow in his
footsteps and give back to the community.
Since I am retired I will be able to serve you
fulltime and will uniquely be your eyes
and ears on the Westfield council. I would
be honored to serve Westfield.

I can be reached at
Lenorescurry@aol.com.

Utilizing Your Medicare Benefits

Tuesday, Nov. 13th
7:00pm

Please join us for an open 
discussion on managing and 

helping our loved ones battling 
Parkinson’s disease.

Thursday, Nov. 1st
6:00pm-8:00pm

Join us for this informative 
seminar presented by 

Dana Vigilante. A discussion 
about medicare benefits and 

hospice.

Saturday, Nov. 17th
12:00pm-3:00pm

Please join us for an open 
discussion on managing and 

helping our loved ones battling 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Support Group for Caregivers 
Managing Alzheimer’s Disease

Support Group for Caregivers 
Managing Parkinson’s Disease

Enjoy a 
at Sunrise of Westfield

240 Springfield Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Join us to learn something new and meet our staff. Find out about 
Assisted Living and all the wonderful amenities, services and individualized 

care options available every day at Sunrise of Westfield.

Please RSVP for each event or call for more details.

In the past, a family would purchase
their dream home here in Westfield,
raise their children, than, sometime in
the distant future, sell their home to
another young family looking to do
the same. At the same time, the elder
family would recoup the money they
invested in their home over the many
years. Buyers and sellers understood
the challenges each other faced and
placed as much value on the long-term
needs of the home and community as
they did on short-term needs.

Not too long ago, this cycle changed.
Now, families don’t always sell to
each other, but instead sell to builders.
Builders, as temporary owners seek-
ing to maximize their profit on a piece
of property, do not value the long-term
needs of the home and community.
That leads to the problem of irrespon-
sible development in our residential
neighborhoods.

Irresponsible development takes
many forms. It may include: removal
of healthy trees that have long pro-
vided shade for neighbors, homes built
in a manner that deprive neighbors’
long-existing gardens of sunlight, the

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Matthew Sontz, Candidate for

Westfield Town Council, Ward 3

raising of property levels that cause
flooding not previously experienced
by neighbors, or the building of new
homes in a manner that maximizes the
new homes’ curb appeal but detract
from the neighborhood as a whole. In
short, new homes are built that don’t
quite fit.

We all agree that a balance needs to
be struck between an owners’ right to
recoup their investment in their homes,
the neighbors’ right to be free of ill-
fated consequences of irresponsible
development, and everyone’s ability
to grow in their own home. Unfortu-
nately, no balance currently exists and
we have all been waiting too long for
a solution.

The problem of irresponsible devel-
opment won’t go away on its own. The
longer it takes us to develop and imple-
ment a solution, the more of our neigh-
borhoods’ character is lost forever. We
all know the problem, it is time to take
action. I welcome the opportunity to
start implementing changes to our
land-use laws and building codes to
finally end the problem of irrespon-
sible development.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Joel Stroz, Candidate for

Fanwood Borough Council

One of the great things about living
in Fanwood is enjoying its small town
flavor. The historic train station, con-
venient parks and the Fanwood Me-
morial Library are some of the places
that first leap to mind when you think
of Fanwood. Tony Parenti and I are
running for Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil to preserve Fanwood’s small town
character and protect it from high-
density projects and other ill-conceived
de.

The idea of constructing a prospec-
tive joint Scotch Plains-Fanwood Li-
brary on the Fanwood Borough Hall
site on Martine Avenue is just one
such ill-conceived notion that should
be rejected. While I do not object to
studying a potential opportunity to
share library services with Scotch
Plains, placing a joint library at the
Fanwood Borough Hall site makes no
sense at all.

First of all, any plan that would
place the continued existence of the
Fanwood Memorial Library in jeop-
ardy must be cautiously studied. Only
tangible and compelling benefits to
Fanwood residents would be worth
considering when discussing the po-
tential loss of this town treasure. Cur-
rently, it is Scotch Plains that is seek-
ing a larger facility. The council must
be sure that it is representing the best
interests of Fanwood’s residents be-
fore passing a resolution to dissolve
the Fanwood Memorial Library.

Second, the proposed Borough Hall

site includes a water detention basin in
the rear that would limit the construc-
tion area. It is also part of the historic
district, which should be protected
from overdevelopment. Most people
in Fanwood should agree that a multi-
level building on North Martine Av-
enue would be out of place. In fact, the
current Borough Hall facility was pur-
posely constructed in a way that pre-
served the look and surroundings that
existed prior to construction.

Finally, the idea that all the people
from Scotch Plains, a town with three
times Fanwood’s population, should
come to Fanwood every time they
want to use a library invites a traffic
congestion nightmare. Many people
already refer to the heavily traveled
Martine Avenue as the new Route 22.
Where would everyone park? Fanwood
residents need to let the council know
that this type of ill-conceived devel-
opment is unacceptable.

As I have stated in an earlier letter to
the editor, the current all-Democrat
Fanwood Borough Council suffers
from a group-think mentality and does
not appear capable of grasping the
obvious problems with developing the
Borough Hall site. We need a Fanwood
government that will consider alterna-
tive views and perspectives. I will
fight against the use of Borough Hall
as a joint library site and will insist on
proof of compelling benefits to
Fanwood residents before any project
moves forward.

Tuesday Oct. 30, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday Nov. 1, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday Nov. 3, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday Nov. 5, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  NOV. 5

Wed., Oct. 31 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Nov. 3 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Sept. 3 @ 2:00 pm for experienced

SP-F Library Decision
Will be by the Voters
Property taxes continue to be a very

important topic to our residents. While
campaigning, the question I am most fre-
quently asked is, “What are you going to
do about my taxes?” My answer is, for the
20 percent of the bill that we control, is to
work hard to be innovative.

The completed construction of the down-
town area will generate hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in new tax ratables. We
continue to seek all grant funding opportu-
nities and look towards shared services to
save tax dollars.

A bi-partisan effort is currently under-
way, to explore if consolidation of the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood’s libraries
could save money (help control taxes) and
improve library services. In 2007, Fanwood
and Scotch Plains governments received
one of the largest grants of $149,750 in
New Jersey. The grant will be used to
study if:

A) This is what the taxpayers want.
B) We can save taxpayers money.
C) A state of the art library can be

created from which we all can benefit.
No decision has been made; we are far

from that point. Our dedicated library di-
rectors, Daniel Weiss and Meg Kolaya, are
spearheading this initiative with the full
support of both the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains Library boards. They are working
hard to create focus groups to talk with the
community and to remain above the politi-
cal fray.

So, I am very troubled by the
Republicans’ misleading literature being
circulated by Anthony Parenti and Joel
Stroz. They want to scare Fanwood into
voting for them. The final decision will not
be made by any political or government
entity. It will be up to the voters/taxpayers
on the ballot in the form of a public refer-
endum in an election yet to be determined.

Fanwood needs true leaders that think
of all the hard-working residents, every-
day of the year. Fanwood does not need to
be scared out of having a conversation
before it begins. Use your vote wisely on
November 6. Vote for Colleen Mahr for
mayor, Katherine Mitchell and William
Populus for council.

Mayor Colleen Mahr
Borough of Fanwood

For the past four years, I have been
a member of the town council’s code
review and town property committee.
In the three years that I have been
chairman of this committee, we have
changed local zoning laws to curtail
shoehorning and McMansions, ad-
dressed quality of life and worksite
safety issues, assisted in preserving
historic landmarks and promoted fu-
ture opportunities for quality afford-
able housing. Shortly, we will enact
the recommendations of the mayor’s
land use task force to protect forever
the character of our neighborhoods.

In my next term as councilman, I will
work to promote environmental poli-
cies that make Westfield a greener and
more environmentally-conscientious
community.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
James Foerst  for Reelection

Westfield Town Council, Ward 4

I plan to introduce to the town coun-
cil a set of environmental principles
that will guide town activities. While
Westfield already works to conserve,
by making small changes throughout
tow,n we can greatly diminish our
impact on the environment.

The new policies will promote de-
sign of new construction to meet higher
energy conservation and environmen-
tal standards. We will require our de-
partments to utilize green products
such as biodegradable and non-toxic
cleaners, fertilizer, pesticides, and
other chemicals. We will attempt to
reduce consumption of fossil fuels by
promoting the use of hybrid and non-
motorized town vehicles. Convenient
opportunities for recycling plastic,
metal and paper products will be avail-
able on all town properties and
throughout town buildings. Also, by
providing walking and bicycle routes
around town, we can reduce the use of
motor vehicles.

These new initiatives will help us to
do our part to sustain our environment
for future generations. Through con-
servation efforts, not only do we re-
duce our footprint on the environ-
ment, but we will also reduce the im-
pact on our bottom line through de-
creased energy costs.

It has been my honor to serve the
people of the fourth ward for the last
four years. I hope that you have seen
and felt the improvements we have
made and will allow me to continue to
serve as your councilman by support-
ing me on November 6. For more
information about my re-election cam-
paign, please visit www.jim2007.com
or call me at home at (908) 233-3251.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Lenore Scurry, Candidate for

Westfield Town Council, Ward 4
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on page 20


