
Page 4  Thursday, October 25, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Victoria McCabe
TECHNOLOGY

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

WF Mayor Responds to Questions
On Salaries of Westfield Attorneys

Perhaps the reason politicians gener-
ally rank low on trust and likeability polls
is because the public sees through their
self-serving rhetoric. Unfortunately, at
all levels of government, sound bytes and
selective data recall seem to have taken
the place of good old-fashioned analysis.
Why review all the facts, if only a fraction
of the facts are politically expedient?

Unfortunately, Westfield is not im-
mune to intellectual gymnastics. At the
recent Westfield Candidates Forum, there
were numerous untruths – too many to
tackle in this letter alone. However, for
the benefit of the Westfield residents, I
must address, once again, our town’s le-
gal representation. It was a common theme
during the candidates’ debate to claim
that our town attorney is overpaid and
merely a political friend rewarded with
non-requested pay increases.

Here are the facts:
Our attorneys’ hourly rate had not been

increased for approximately 10 years.
In view of this fact, in 2003, our town

attorney asked the town administrator to
review the hourly rates of the attorneys
who serve Westfield. At least twice dur-
ing the Candidates Forum it was incor-
rectly stated that fees were increased
“without even requests from our attor-
neys.”

After long deliberation and committee
recommendation, the council agreed to
raise the hourly rates from $100 to $150
over a two-year period (2004 and 2005).
I agreed to this increase. I wanted to
ensure that Westfield remained competi-
tive so that we could retain our talented,
trusted and tested attorneys.

The town’s 2006 survey of 14 other
municipalities confirmed that Westfield’s

current hourly rate is consistent with the
average rate of $147.

It was suggested during the Candidates
Forum that Westfield should go out to bid
our legal services “like Millburn” as a
cost-saving measure. The truth is Millburn
is paying $195 for partners and $170 for
associates, the optional bid process clearly
not providing a blueprint for savings.

Mr. Cockren has dutifully served
Westfield for 21 years, beginning as the
attorney to the board of adjustment and,
for the past six years, as the town attor-
ney.

In all the debates, the critics never
spoke of Mr. Cockren’s impeccable
record, his professionalism, his legal quali-
fications or his loyalty to and love of the
town, which are all values that I, as your
mayor, demand from our legal team.

Let me pose the following question to
the chronic critics. What values and quali-
fications of a legal team do you think best
serve the town?

And to you, the resident, on what basis
would you select your personal attorney?
My sense is you would choose a highly
educated, caring professional, with ex-
pertise in the appropriate area of law at a
reasonable rate. That is exactly how the
town’s legal team is selected.

In my five years of public service to
Westfield, I have had the pleasure of
working very closely with Mr. Cockren
on numerous complex legal issues. I can
assure you that Mr. Cockren has served
Westfield like the world-class attorney
that he is and like the top-notch profes-
sional who Westfield deserves.

Andy Skibitsky
Mayor, Westfield

Westfielder Appeals to Stop
Impending Tax of the Internet

Residents Says Scotch Plains Council
Needs to Change its Spending Habits
I read with great interest Mayor Martin

Marks’ “Accentuate the positive” col-
umn in the paper [last week]. It became
clear to me that the mayor has started his
re-election 2008 campaign, which would
account for the recent spending spree of
our township’s limited tax dollars.

The latest projects are $2 million for the
southside artificial turf ball fields and $3.5
million for the senior-citizens center. This
is in line with the Bush administration’s
borrow-and-spend policies extended to the
local level. In addition, the town hall re-
construction is over-budget and was not
ready last June as promised.

As for a breakdown of harmony on the
township’s council, I have watched the
mayor treat citizens of the township and
Councilman Glover in a terse and disre-
spectful manner unbecoming an elected
official and leader in our community,
(that goes for Ms. Malool too, who has
lost her temper on at least two occasions).

Yes, I would agree it is time for har-
mony and communication and thinking
of how we can best serve our community
without mortgaging the township’s fu-
ture. Most of all, it’s time for fiscal re-
sponsibility. Why don’t we put these
multimillion-dollar projects up to a refer-
endum? Let’s hear what the senior citi-
zens of our town want in a senior center.
Let’s hear from all our citizens about
what is important to them at this time.

In addition, for six years, we have
rarely heard another point of view since
the council has been exclusively under
this mayor’s control. The council is demo-
cratically elected, and I think the mayor
could better serve our community by be-
ing more respectful and open to other
points of view whether he agrees with
them or not.

The future economic picture could not
be more uncertain at this time, and if the
reigned-in spending habits of the average
American family are any indication,

Restrictive Covenant
Can Stop Teardowns
Like many residents of Westfield, I am

disheartened by the number of “teardowns”
that are being done to homes in Westfield.

When it comes time for you to sell your
own home, there is a way to prevent your
own home from being torn down. You are
legally allowed to place a restrictive cov-
enant on the deed to your home that
would prohibit the next homebuyer or
contractor from tearing it down and re-
placing it with a “McMansion.” While
this won’t stop other houses from being
torn down, it can stop your house from
being torn down. Down the road, if enough
people placed restrictive covenants of
this type on their homes, there would be a
lot less teardowns.

To place a restrictive covenant of this
nature on your home, you would need to
hire a real-estate attorney, and there is a
cost involved, of course. I think preserv-
ing the character of Westfield is well
worth the cost involved. Sometimes a
solution so simple is all it takes to make a
viable difference and affect a change.

If you would like more information,
please feel free to contact me at (908)
654-5346 or refamily@comcast.net.

Christine Re
Westfield

maybe the mayor and the majority coun-
cil should be more cautious and thought-
ful about spending — like most of us who
are hard-working families that have to
contend with higher heating, gas, food,
commuting, college, health care costs and,
most likely, a hefty property-tax increase
after the 2008 election to pay for all the
current spending.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

It seems, from multiple sources, that a
tax, fee or surcharge will be applied to
Internet usage. This is to offset monies
that states have not been entitled to in the
past, and with the recent needs for addi-
tional sources of money, many state leg-
islatures and Congress are considering
taxing the Internet.

For those of you who are unaware, Al
Gore did not create the Internet. It is a
technology built by the government with
tax dollars. Following the demise of the
cold war, it was enabled for public use as
an information highway, not just for gov-
ernment or university use. It has enabled
many wonderful things – connections to
people, information and literally a library
reference in your home or workplace.

Many businesses are making money
from the Internet; e.g., the providers of
the service, (AT&T, Verizon, Comcast,
Optonline) and others like Google, ASK,
and many online businesses.

If changes to the tax code would charge
for business use, that too will eventually
trickle down to us, the user/consumer.
We would pay more.

If we allow a tax for usage, then all we

do is limit the accessibility of the internet,
not anything else. Congress should be
notified not to allow this to occur. The
information highway will continue and
grow, possibly changing many societal
elements. But, it does not need a tax.

For those of us who utilize feeds from
Comcast, Verizon, AT&T and a host of
others, we are already paying a tax – local
and federal. Why introduce additional taxes?

The federal government recently re-
pealed a little-known tax. This tax was
levied on all telecom and cable carriers
for communication services on the Span-
ish American War. Over 100 years later,
it was repealed. The companies (some of
which didn’t exist when the tax was
enabled) and the government wanted to
keep charging. For what? The informa-
tion about this tax was “blogged” via the
Internet and eventually defeated.

You don’t have to agree with me or the
Republican group that sent me this. How-
ever, new taxes are coming for a whole
host of issues and screw-up’s. But this
one is unnecessary.

John Runta
Westfield

Spera Calls Samuel’s
Letters ‘Astonishing’
I was astonished to read the letters to

the editor in the past two editions of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. It is obvi-
ous that people are genuinely fed up with
the constant, negative ramblings from the
Democratic Party chairman, Dick Samuel.
His malicious criticism of our mayor,
township council and administrative em-
ployees was not enough to satisfy his
determination to undermine all that is
good about our community.

He now feels compelled to attack our
volunteers who are the very backbone of
our town. Did his arrogance blind him to
the fact that people would eventually see
through his political posturing and tire of
it? If Mr. Samuel does not like any aspect
of our town, why doesn’t he do himself
and us a favor by moving to a community
that would be more receptive to his politi-
cal style.

Some of the towns in Hudson County
would suit him perfectly. In those com-
munities, political hacks are treated like
celebrities.

Gabe Spera
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
Don’t Let Anyone Say Local Taxes
In Westfield Cannot Be Lowered

With town council elections two weeks
away, it seems like every member of town
government – and those aspiring to become
one – talks about taxes. Although it weighs
heavily on the minds of all Westfield resi-
dents, our current mayor and town council
(of which I am a member, so I know) treats
the problem of high property taxes like the
weather. Complain all you want, but don’t
expect us to actually do anything.

You have heard the mantra from town
hall before and will no doubt hear it again
and again: “the town keeps only about 20
cents of every dollar you pay for property
taxes, so take your complaints elsewhere.”
While the first part of this refrain is true,
the notion that your town government
cannot play a role in lowering your taxes
is absolute nonsense.

This past spring, the town council passed
the municipal budget by a 7-2 vote, straight
along party lines. The reason why I and the
only other Democratic councilman voted
against the budget this year is the same
reason I also opposed the budget in 2006.
In short, this town council uses your tax
dollars to provide local Republican super-
heroes with overly generous no-bid attor-
ney contracts. As if that is not charitable
enough, the icing on the cake is that each
part-time attorney receives a state pension
to boot. Do you still believe nothing can be
done about local taxes?

This is how the plan unfolds. At the
beginning of every year, the mayor, with the
town council’s blessing, appoints various
individuals in the position of public de-
fender, prosecutor, town attorney, board of
adjustment attorney and planning board

attorney. These positions are well compen-
sated (courtesy of you, the taxpayer). In
fact, the hourly rates for the Town Attorney’s
“extra” work was increased by 25 percent in
2004 and then again by another 20 percent
in 2005. These large raises were not even
requested by the attorneys themselves but,
rather, were completely unsolicited hand-
outs from town hall.

Back in 2004, were you the taxpayer who
demanded that the town council increase
part-time attorney compensation for two
consecutive years? I didn’t think so.

Although each of these positions is
part-time, all Westfield attorneys earn
pension credits in the Public Employee
Retirement System. You have probably
read quite a bit recently about the state
pension system; it’s about $25-billion
under-funded, and this deficit jeopardizes
the retirement security of thousands of
full-time career state and local workers,
like janitors, bus drivers, public-works
employees, etc. So while a dedicated ca-
reer schoolteacher frets about how he or
she can afford to retire at age 65, the part-
time Westfield town attorneys (who have
the opportunity to work full-time “day”
jobs elsewhere) will also have their hands
out when the relatively sparse pension
monies are eventually distributed.

Had enough of this? Sorry, there’s more.
Unlike many neighboring towns – Cranford,
Fanwood, Millburn, to name a few –
Westfield does not competitively-bid these
attorney contracts. Among the lucky recipi-
ents is a former Westfield Republican coun-
cilman and a former Republican Party chair-
man. Others need not apply. So, if you know

a capable attorney willing to do our legal
work without the unnecessary pension in-
ducement, do not bother forwarding the
resume to town hall.

What occurs in Westfield is local politics
in its ugliest form. And please don’t think
this is partisan bickering, since at least two
prominent Westfield Republicans seem to
agree. In his March 2006 letter to The
Westfield Leader entitled “New Jersey
Doesn’t Need More Taxes,” State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr., called for an end to “pension
abuse” in New Jersey. Moreover, in his
campaign literature mailed out this past
month, Republican Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick insists that the state must put an
end to “no-bid government contracts.”

Respectfully, I call upon Mr. Kean and
Mr. Bramnick to communicate these prin-
ciples to local officials; if they are good
ideas for Trenton, they are good ideas for
Westfield.

Finally, I should point out that Westfield’s
part-time attorneys are capable profession-
als (and from what I have observed, they’re
nice people). It’s hard to blame the indi-
viduals for the way the mayor and town
council use your taxes to compensate them.
But I do blame the mayor and town council
members who endorse these payment
schemes and rubber-stamp our budget.

I will not support a municipal budget
that raises local taxes by offering unneces-
sary inducements to our part-time town
attorneys. Local taxes can be lowered,
don’t believe those who tell you otherwise.

Thomas Bigosinski
4th Ward Councilman

Westfield

Halloween Holiday Traditions
Mix Folklore, Faith and Fads

Next Wednesday is Halloween, a holiday that
enlivens the imaginations of children and adults
alike each October 31 with its unique blend of the
bright and the dark, the festive and frightening, the
traditional and the trendy.

The origins of Halloween date back to the ancient
religion of the Celtics of Ireland, who believed the
chasm between the earthly and spirit worlds nar-
rowed during the October 31 feast of Samhain,
enabling ghosts and spirits to “cross over” and
wander among the living.

By 43 A.D., much of Celtic territory had been
conquered by the Romans, who, during four centu-
ries of rule, combined two festivals with the Celtic
celebration of Samhain. One of these was Feralia, a
day in late October honoring those who had died.
The second paid tribute to Pomona, the Roman
goddess of fruit and trees and is believed to have
inspired the Halloween tradition of apple bobbing.

In the seventh century, Pope Boniface IV established
All Saints Day to commemorate saints and martyrs.
Originally observed in the spring, it also was known as
All-Hallows and eventually came to be celebrated on
November 1. The night prior to this event, the tradi-
tional date of the Celtics’ Samhain, came to be called
All-Hallows Eve and, eventually, Halloween.

Over the centuries, Halloween evolved as a mix of
pagan and Christian traditions. As example, the
custom of trick-or-treating can be linked both to the
Celtic practice of leaving choice foods outside to
appease restless spirits and the European custom of
“souling,” in which beggars would go from house to
house seeking “soul cakes” made of bread with
currents in exchange for saying prayers for the
donor’s deceased loved ones.

Halloween traditions made their way to American
shores with the wave of European immigrants in the
19th century. The Irish brought with them the custom
of carving jack-’o-lanterns – originally made from
such vegetables as turnips, rutabagas and gourds – to
ward off evil spirits.

It is fascinating to contemplate how many hall-
marks of Halloween – seen in a mostly lighthearted
way today – have their roots in darkness, superstition
and myth. Today, the jack-’o-lantern is just as likely
to sport a jolly expression as a scary one and often
serves as the official doorstep greeter for jubilant
groups of trick-or-treaters.

Likewise, black cats were once viewed as witches
in disguise or purveyors of bad luck. Today, these
felines have a much more benign reputation and are
among the most popular symbols of Halloween.

While much of its origins are linked to the macabre
– symbolized by ghosts and goblins, bats and haunted
houses – Halloween is today mostly associated with
fun and excitement.

Children look forward to dressing up as their favor-
ite hero or villain, receiving candy and maybe win-
ning a prize at their town’s local parade. Many adults
also enjoy donning a disguise for a Halloween party or
dance. Costumes often depict the people of the mo-
ment – politicians, celebrities or movie characters –
amid the timeless ghost, witch or monster attire.

Apple bobbing, pumpkin picking, scarecrow build-
ing, costume contests, fright flicks at the local cinema
and elaborate lawn displays are other time-honored
traditions surrounding this autumn holiday.

Our local communities will be getting into the
Halloween “spirit,” so to speak, starting this week-
end. We wish everyone a happy and safe Halloween!

Three Residents Say WF Dems
‘Disparaged’ Chairman Vince Wilt

People eagerly move to Westfield be-
cause it is an attractive town with beauti-
ful homes, an excellent school system
and much to offer its residents.

One of Westfield’s greatest assets is its
high level of volunteerism. That is why we
are so disheartened that two town council
candidates have made disparaging remarks
about the chairman of the planning board,
claiming he has a personal agenda in serv-
ing on this volunteer board.

Nothing could be further from the truth.
The chairman, Mr. Wilt, is a 23-year
resident of Westfield, with a long and
extensive record of volunteerism. He is
currently serving in his second year in this
appointed position. Prior to that, he was
appointed to and served for nine years on

the board of adjustment, including two
years as chairman. He has served and
continues to serve the town dutifully and
effectively.

In addition to his town volunteer posi-
tions, he is a member and past president of
the Westfield Boosters, former member
and past president of the Westfield Jay-
cees and currently serves on the board of
directors for the Westfield “Y” and the
board of the Westfield Area Red Cross.
While raising his three sons in town, Mr.
Wilt also served as a youth wrestling and
soccer coach.

For council candidates Matt Sontz and
Bruce Regenstreich to suggest that it is
somehow inappropriate for this outstand-
ing member of our community to serve as
a volunteer on a town board is simply
engaging in the politics of personal de-
struction. Westfield deserves better from
its council candidates.

Daniel Sawicki, Jim Ramage,
Bob Mroz
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Keddah – An elephant trap
2. Mabble – To wrap
3. Heuretic – A branch of logic dealing

with discovery or invention
4. Pertussis – Whooping cough

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PERRIER
1. The head of a household in France
2. A hat maker; haberdasher
3. An investigator or detective
4. A medieval catapult for hurling stones

PONTACQ
1. A slingshot
2. A river of southeast Michigan that

empties into Lake Erie
3. A type of red wine
4. An engineer who specializes in build-

ing temporary bridges
HEMATEMESIS

1. The passage or velosity of red blood
cells

2. Verility; manliness
3. The transformation of blood in the

lungs from venous blood to arterial blood
4. To vomit blood

SPIV
1. A person who lives by his wits,

without doing any work
2. Speaking rapidly
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. Wreathed; coiled; curly

What Good Are Laws if
Powerful Subvert Them?

Editor’s Note: This letter has been
edited for brevity.

*****
I wished to have read this to the Cranford

Zoning Board on October 15 but was
unable to due to time constraints.

My husband and I have lived in
Westfield since 1965 and raised our five
children here. We chose this area to enjoy
the beauty of the woods, animals and
birds here. We belonged to the Cranford
Swim Club for 25 years, and our children
worked there during summers. As our
children left to pursue their lives, we
resigned our membership.

We have been good citizens, paid our
taxes and helped in the community. We
counted on being treated fairly and expect
to be protected by our government and its
laws. We are in our seventies and hope to
live here until illness or death.

On October 6, our peace was shattered
when we received a certified letter in-
forming us that Cranford Swim Club,
whose property abuts our backyard, was
proposing construction of a 130-foot cell
phone tower along with big electrical
storage buildings. At least four cell-phone
companies are seeking to obtain vari-
ances to accomplish this.

When we saw their plans, we couldn’t
believe that this ugly project would be so
close to our homes. The massive tower
does not belong here due to its immense
size and ugly industrial appearance. It
would be plainly visible to people who
run, walk, take photos or wish to spend
time with nature in adjoining Lenape Park.

This monster should be, if anywhere,
in an industrial area, a highway or iso-
lated area. It should not be located in a
residential area or destroy the beauty of a
placid park area.

The swim club and the cell-phone com-
panies would reap huge financial rewards
while the people would incur losses.

Westfield recently shot down a pro-
posal for a smaller cell tower in this area.
It was determined that adequate commu-
nications existed here.

If this project were approved, it would
be difficult to stay here because our qual-
ity of life would be so diminished. The
tower is so high. It would be located 14
feet off our next-door neighbor’s prop-
erty. It would have illumination because
of its height and due to 24-hour operation.

It would be almost impossible to get a
fair price for our home if we move. The
equity built up over the years would be
destroyed and the neighborhood quality
of our life would be severely impacted.
The safety of towers is still in question.

What good are laws if powerful inter-
ests can subvert them to their own ends?
Westfield and Cranford residents have to
be protected by their respective zoning
boards. If not, what good are the boards?

You [zoning board] have our futures in
your hands. Please consider well all that
I have stated. We want to thank everyone
for attending and welcome any help in
stopping this massive mistake.

There will be an important meeting
December 10 at the Cranford Municipal
Building concerning the future of this
proposal. Call the Cranford Zoning Board
at (908) 709-7216 for confirmation.

Jenny Schuvart
Westfield

Reader Praises Editorial
On Cell Phones

Loved your editorial about cell phones!!
Where can I buy the Taiwanian gadget?

Janice Nelson
Westfield

See more letters and candidate statements on pages 10, 11 and 20


