
Page 2  Thursday, October 25, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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State Extraordinary Aid
Goes Mostly to Dem. Districts

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Of the 80
New Jersey municipalities that re-
ceived the nearly $18 million in state
extraordinary aid this year, 56 towns
are located in districts controlled by
Democratic state legislators. And in
towns whose three legislative seats
are held by Republicans, more often
than not, Democrats control those
towns’ governing bodies.

An examination of the $17.7 mil-
lion in awards the state’s Department
of Community Affairs (DCA) an-
nounced in July shows that the 56
towns in districts in which Democrats
hold at least two of the three legislative
seats received $12,315,000 in aid,
while the 24 in predominantly Repub-
lican districts received $5,385,000. Of
the 70 municipalities in legislative dis-
tricts that one party controls com-
pletely, the 51 in all-Democratic dis-
tricts received $11.74 million, while
the 19 located in all-Republican legis-
lative districts received $4.29 million.

Multiple aid-receiving towns, while
represented in Trenton by Republi-
cans holding the State Senate and the
two Assembly seats, have municipal
governments that are controlled by

Democrats. South Bound Brook re-
ceived $400,000 this year, Dumont
received $500,000, Belvidere re-
ceived $225,000 and Somerville re-
ceived $100,000.

The DCA awards extraordinary aid
to municipalities that, “because of
extreme circumstances, would not be
able to provide essential services to
the community without a substantial
increase in their property-tax rate,”
according to DCA. The amount of the
awards this year ranges from $40,000
for Shrewsbury Township up to
$500,000 for 10 towns, including
Bound Brook, New Brunswick, South
Orange and West Orange. The aver-
age award totals $221,150.

In the State Legislature, Demo-
cratic Senator Nicholas Scutari and
Democratic Assembly representatives
Linda Stender and Jerry Green repre-
sent Fanwood, which will receive
$325,000 in extraordinary aid this
year; the borough has an all-Demo-
cratic council at present. Of the 80
towns receiving extraordinary aid,
Fanwood has the third-highest me-
dian household income, according to
U.S. Census Bureau figures that show
Fanwood at $85,233. Glen Ridge,
with a median household income of
$105,638, is receiving $75,000 in aid,
while River Vale, with a median in-
come of $95,129, is getting $200,000.

Comparing Fanwood’s population
of 7,211 as of July 2006, according to
Census Bureau figures, with simi-
larly-populated towns garnering ex-
traordinary aid, Haddon Heights, with
7,365 residents, will also receive
$325,000; it has median household
income of $58,424, about a third less
than Fanwood. Milltown, with a popu-
lation of 7,038 and median income of
$68,429, is getting $50,000 from Tren-
ton. Glen Ridge, the wealthiest of the
80 towns receiving extraordinary aid,
has a population of 6,908 and will
receive $75,000 in aid. River Vale,
the second wealthiest, has a popula-
tion of 9,751 and is receiving
$200,000.

Multiple other area towns applied
for extraordinary aid this year;
Kenilworth received $75,000, while
the DCA denied requests from
Garwood and Cranford.

For a full breakdown of extraordi-
nary-aid distribution, see
goleader.com/features.

Clerk Extends Office Hours
For Absentee Ballots

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi will open her office
on Saturday, November 3, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. for voters seeking last-
minute absentee ballots. The office
will be open as a public service for
voters unable to vote at the polls in
the General Election on November 6.

“Every voter should have the op-
portunity to cast his or her ballot for
state, county and municipal offices,”
Ms. Rajoppi said. “We want to ensure
that even those who have a last-minute
change of plans can have a chance to
vote.”

Mail-in absentee ballot applications
legally cannot be accepted if they are
postmarked after Tuesday, October
30. Walk-in applications are accepted
up to 3 p.m. on the day before Elec-
tion Day, November 5.

Voters will be able to drop-off their
completed absentee ballot at the

clerk’s office. This option, initiated
five years ago, allows voters to pick
up their ballots, vote in privacy and
deposit them in a secured lockbox –
all at the same office.

“This option will make voting
more accessible, particularly for se-
nior citizens and students,” Ms.
Rajoppi said.

Voters who need absentee ballots
should apply as soon as possible to:
Office of the County Clerk, Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street,
Room 113, Elizabeth, N.J. 07207.
Regular office hours are Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. To obtain an application, regis-
tered voters may pick up the form at
their local municipal building, con-
tact the clerk’s office at (908) 527-
4996 or download the form at the
clerk’s website, ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
absent04.html.

Mountainside Library
Installs Security System
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The borough’s
public library recently installed a se-
curity system to prevent the theft of
materials.

Michael Banick, the library’s di-
rector, said he was surprised that there
wasn’t a system in place when he
joined the library in February.

“I thought it was customary to have
security,” he said. “Every library I
had worked in had a system.”

Mr. Banick took his concerns to the
library’s board of directors, and the
new system was installed October 2.

“We were missing a few items,
particularly DVDs and reference
items,” he said. “Those items can be
expensive to replace. We didn’t want
to continually replace items that we
already bought.”

The system works like security
devices in stores – if someone walks
out of the library with an item that
hasn’t been properly checked out, an
alarm will sound.

The installation of the new system
hasn’t gone unnoticed, but there hasn’t
been any negative reaction to it, offi-
cials said.

Libraries in Westfield and Scotch
Plains have similar measures in place.
Garwood does not.

“It really comes down to providing
better service for our patrons. If a
patron searches our catalog from home
and sees that the item they want is

checked in, but when they come to the
library, the item is actually missing,
that is a very disappointing and frus-
trating experience,” Mr. Banick said.
“Our hope is to reduce the number of
missing items, preserve the library’s
collections and make a better experi-
ence for the members of our commu-
nity.”

Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEWARE OF SECURITY…Mountainside resident Avery Koehn, 4, enters the
borough’s library through new security gates to help prevent stolen materials.

Hackett Pleads ‘Not Guilty,’
Steele Pleads ‘Guilty’ to Bribery

Former Assemblyman Mims
Hackett of Orange has become the
first of 11 officials to enter a “not
guilty” plea to bribery charges in con-
nection with a probe of roofing and
insurance contracts of the
Pleasantville Board of Education,
according to The Star-Ledger.

Mr. Hackett, the mayor of Orange,
is scheduled for a hearing on Decem-
ber 17 before U.S. District Court
Judge Jose Linares in Newark. He
faces up to 20 years in jail if con-
victed, according to the report.

The Star-Ledger reported that former
assemblyman Alfred Steele of Pater-
son was the first official to plead guilty
to charges in the case; he faces a prison
term between 37 and 46 months.

Judge Sentences West Long
Branch Mayor to Year in Jail
Former West Long Branch mayor

Paul Zambrano was sentenced Tues-
day to a year in federal prison after
his guilty plea in 2005 to soliciting
$15,000 in bribes from a FBI witness
posing as a demolition contractor,
according to The Asbury Park Press.

The paper reported that Mr.
Zambrano accepted the bribes in an
Atlantic City hotel suite the FBI wit-
ness rented during the 2003 and 2004
League of Municipalities’ conventions.
His conviction was part of a FBI bid-

rigging investigation. The probe led to
guilty pleas from former city council-
man Joseph DeLisa and trucking ex-
ecutive Matthew Appolonia.

Mr. Zambrano’s brother, John, a
former Long Branch councilman, was
scheduled to be sentenced yesterday
for accepting a $1,000 bribe.

Vitale to Unveil Plan
For Mandatory Insurance

State Senator Joseph Vitale (LD-19,
Woodbridge) said he would soon an-
nounce plans that would require all
New Jerseyans to carry medical insur-
ance, according to an Associated Press
report. Mr. Vitale, chairman of the
Senate’s health committee, said the
plan would cost the state $300 million.

He said policies would be kept at
affordable rates for low-wage earn-
ers. The AP said 1.4 million state
residents lack health insurance.

Atlantic Health Buys Naming
Rights to Jets’ Training Facility
Atlantic Health Systems has pur-

chased the naming rights to the New
York Jets’ new training facility in
Florham Park, according to nj.com.
Although the Jets did not disclose the
amount of the contract, officials said
it was a 12-year deal.

Atlantic’s health care system in-
cludes Overlook Hospital in Summit
and Morristown Memorial Hospital.

Barack Obama Kicks Off N.J.
Campaign at NJPAC in Newark
U.S. Senator Barack Obama kicked

off his New Jersey Presidential cam-
paign in Newark on Monday in front
of 1,300 supporters at NJPAC, ac-
cording to politicsnj.com.

Attendees paid $25; student and
senior tickets cost $15. Supporters
included Newark Mayor Cory Booker
and Rep. Steve Rothman (D-9).

Kennedy Has Surgery
For Blocked Artery

U.S. Senator Ted Kennedy, 75, had
surgery October 12 for a 70 percent
blocked artery in his neck that was
discovered by doctors during a back
examination, according to USA Today.

Doctors said the surgery was nec-
essary to prevent a stroke. He was
expected to return to work after a
“brief recovery period,” according to
a press release on the Senator’s web
page.

Klimek Joins Town
Bank As Consultant

FANWOOD – The Town Bank has
announced that Randy Klimek of
Fanwood has joined the bank as its
residential-mortgage consultant.

Robert W. Dowens Sr., president of
Town Bank, said the bank plans to
increase its residential lending and
add new branches.

Mr. Klimek has more than 30 years
of experience in residential lending
for mortgages and consumer lending.
He has served on the Fanwood Volun-
teer Fire Department, the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Jaycees and the
Fanwood Lions Club. He is a member
of the Fanwood Business and Profes-
sional Association and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

Simply put, Alois Kracher, with his father and son, makes
the best dessert wines in the world.  He has beaten Chateau

D’Yquem in blind tasting more than once.  He makes
different wines in different ways each year, and numbers

them in the order he thinks you should drink them.  This is
exotic, filled with honeyed spice notes.  There is loads of

peach, apricot and honeysuckle.  Little earth notes balance
all the orchard blossom aromas.  Dessert wine doesn’t get

better than this unless it’s another Kracher.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 10/31/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $18.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News!

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
Domaine Gasnier

Chinon Cuvee
Fabrice  $15.99

Furst Muller-
Thurgau pur

Mineral  $23.99

Rene Lequin-Colin,
Santenay “Vieilles

Vignes” 2004  $29.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$12.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

Cabernet Franc is too often
ignored be even the smartest

wine buyers.  The Chinon
region of France’s Loire

Valley makes some of the
best in the world.  This is

highly aromatic, with
herbal, tomato leaf, earth

and red cherry scents.  Low
in tannin and high in

acidity, it pairs well with a
very wide range of foods.

There is a wonderful
lingering dried fruit note on

the finish and just a light
touch of white pepper.

Muller-Thurgau is a cross
between Riesling and

silvaner that was developed
in 1882 at Geisenheim,

Germany by Dr. Herman
Muller.  It was designed to
try and produce something
with the noble quality of
Riesling at a higher yield.

For the most part, the grape
has been abused and turned

into bad mass produced
wine.  This proves it can be
wonderful as well.  Lemon-
peel, minerals and flowers.

Try it with a Gouda Fondue.

A classic red Burgundy from
one of the lesser-known sub-
regions of the area.  Lots of

cherry and blackberry fruit that
balances the finely grained

tannins and bright acidity.  A
wonderful combination of
richness and finesse.  This
works well with everything
from rich poultry dishes to

lighter red meat meals.  Decant
it for 30 minutes to get the

maximum fruit flavors.

Alois Kracher # 2 Traminer
Trockenbeeren Auslese 1999

$69.99


