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PT REPORTERS NEEDED

Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
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TOUCH A TRUCK…Westfield Councilwoman Vikki Kimmins, Boy Scout Troop
72 volunteer Dylan Burslem and Mayor Andy Skibitsky stop by the “Touch A
Truck” event two weeks ago at the South Avenue Train Station. The Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield hosted the event to benefit Union County Families
in Crisis. More than 60 vehicles ranging from an army medical truck to a school
bus to Westfield’s own fire, police, department of public works and rescue squad
cars let children have a hands-on experience. Westfield volunteers make up 95
percent of the membership of the JLEP, headquartered in Cranford.

noted that 300 teardowns have oc-
curred in the last four to five years and
said that the council passed no ordi-
nance to “stem the tide” of teardown
trends, eliciting a reaction from Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca.

Mr. Regenstreich sought to “clarify”
his point and said Mr. Ciarrocca and
others “knew I meant…that there had
been no specifically effective ordi-
nances to control or abate [teardown
trends] to any great degree.”

He equated Mr. Ciarrocca’s response
to the old adage “[I’m drowning, and
you’re describing the water].”

Mr. Regenstrich said, if on council,
he would push for ordinances that
“restricted the size of the houses in
terms of square footage and did not
impede on other parties’ rights to en-
joy their homes.”

He said he “promised” that “when
I’m on the town council…the Westfield
planning board chairman will not be a
developer by trade. That’s unaccept-
able, and that’s what exists today.”

Matt Sontz
Third Ward

Speaking to that point, Mr. Sontz, a

30-year-old attorney, said, “[The plan-
ning board chairman’s] project in
town is the vacant bank building at
the corner of Central Avenue and
Myrtle Avenue in the third ward.”

He added, “[The chairman] did have
that project pending at the time he
was appointed. The mayor knew that.
The third-ward councilman, who is
my opponent, knew that and they
appointed him anyway to be the chair
of the board that oversees his project,
and that’s just not right. The third
ward deserves better than that.”

Mr. Sontz has made controlling
speeding in the third ward a focal
point of his campaign.

He said the issue results, for ex-
ample, from drivers who don’t wish
to stop at lights on Central Avenue
and speed down Summit Avenue and
Boulevard, which run parallel.

He reiterated a statement made at
the forum that “designating one hotspot
every two years is simply not enough,
when there’s a hotspot at every major
intersection in the third ward.”

He said a “perception” problem
exists in the ward whereby speeders
“don’t feel that there is a penalty.”

Mr. Sontz proposed, as a way to
change that perception, to “visibly
[have] police officers in our neigh-
borhood. If people see police regu-
larly – and not just be told that tickets
have been written – people’s percep-
tions will start to change.”

At the forum, Mr. Sontz promoted
towns that sought Requests for Pro-
posal [RFP] when going out to bid for
legal services.

He cited Millburn as one such town.
Millburn, however, pays a higher
hourly rate for attorneys than
Westfield does. Responding to that
point, Mr. Sontz said, “I wasn’t sug-
gesting we go out and use Millburn’s
attorneys. I wasn’t suggesting we pay
Millburn’s rates.”

He said Westfield’s town attorney
“was more than willing to continue to
do the work for $100 an hour. The
council then raised his rate to $150 an
hour. That doesn’t make any sense.”

He said the town should bid out all
its professional services. He said, “You
shouldn’t just award this work that we
need done at no-bid to your political
friends. We certainly won’t do that.”

Lenore Scurry
Fourth Ward

Ms. Scurry has lived in the same
fourth-ward house for more than 60
years.

“My father was instrumental in the
building of 558 West Broad Street (the
Westfield Community Center), and it’s
a viable building right now,” she said.

She remembers the circus coming
down West Broad Street every sum-
mer, turning on North Scotch Plains
Avenue, where fields once existed.

She said Westfield “used to be a
small, residential town known for its
many banks and churches.”

While aware that Westfield is a
“growing, vibrant city,” she wants
developers to consider the “harmony”
of the town when building.

“My only concern,” Ms. Scurry
said, “is that when the developers and
contractors build that…once they
come in and put up a building on a lot,
they conform to the rest of the neigh-
borhood.”

She added, “Our town is a very
colonial town – I’d like to see it stay
the same way.”

Following up on her stated intent to
serve as a liaison to the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Ms.
Scurry said “there needs to be a [dia-
logue] between the county freehold-
ers and the town council.”

In Westfield’s budget, roughly 20
cents on the dollar goes to Elizabeth.

“I would sit down with them as a
liaison, and we could go over every-
thing inch-by-inch,” Ms. Scurry said.
“I am retired. I have the time to put in 24
hours a day. I would be able to go down
to the county, work with the freehold-
ers, invite them here to Westfield to
work out some sort of remedy.”

Because of her 60 years of experi-
ence as a Westfield citizen, she said
she would like to serve on the histori-
cal-preservation commission.

“I know some of the members, and
I would find it an honor to work with
them,” she said.

She also stated her interest in work-
ing with south-side businesses to
improve their signage.

“I’d love to be given the opportu-
nity to work with [the businesses] and
the downtown area so that we can
scale them all to look like Bovella’s.
They did an excellent job. Since I live
in that area, it would make me go to
the restaurants much more.”

See the full interview and read up
on all the candidates at goleader.com/
07election and goleader.com/video.
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RVSA Votes on Privatization
Mr. Landale continued, “I am very

concerned that his position as a highly
paid employee of Rahway, serving
once again as its business administra-
tor and as the director of its redevel-
opment agency, creates a conflict or
the appearance of a conflict in his
duties as a member of this authority.”

Mr. Landale next turned his atten-
tion to Commissioner Frank
Mazzarella of Clark.

“I am also concerned that with a

similar conflict or appearance of con-
flict that arises from the fact that the
Clark representative, Frank
Mazzarella, was just recently ap-
pointed to be the director of the De-
partment of Public Works in Rahway.”

He questioned whether Mr.
Mazzarella could be counted on to
vote Clark’s interests while employed
by Rahway.

Mr. Pelissier responded to Mr.
Landale’s statement, saying that “to
wait years is not responsible.” He
said Mr. Landale’s statement was
“slanderous.”

Mr. David questioned the wording
of the resolution, noting that “the au-
thority interim executive director, sec-
retary/treasurer and all of the
authority’s other officials, employees
and professionals are authorized and
directed to execute those documents
and perform those tasks that will af-
fect the purposes of this resolution,”
could be construed to require any and
all of the authority’s employees to
work on privatization, thus neglecting
the work they were hired to perform.

Mr. Venturo said the key difference
between the current structure and a
privatized structure is that with
privatization, “they’re here to make a
buck.”

Speaking during the public-com-
ment portion of the meeting, Cranford
Deputy Mayor Robert Puhak said,
“Although initial RFP costs may not
be costly, it sets off a series of events
that could ultimately sustain highly
substantial costs to the constituent
communities.”

“Reports indicate that procurement
costs are expected to cost up to and
perhaps exceed $500,000. That’s be-
fore any contract is executed,” he said.

He said the commissioners’ vote
was “highly distressing.”

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, de-
scribed the commissioner’s job as to
“carry out the will of your towns” and
said she “[doesn’t] believe you are
doing that.”

you agree there is a cost?”
Mr. Murphy replied, “Yes.”
“What is it?” inquired Mr. Plick.
“I have no idea,” began Mr.

Murphy’s reply.
Mr. Plick said, “What I find even

more troubling is that in light of com-
munication against the resolution, you
voted for it.”

Mr. Plick said the vote “could be a
very poor move for Cranford resi-
dents long-term.”

Mr. Murphy replied, “That vote
didn’t cost any money.”

Mr. Puhak disagreed, saying, “A
number of lawyers are going to make
a nice big chunk of change.”

A later exchange rose questions as
to why multiple area wastewater au-
thorities had rejected the concept of
privatization.

RVSA Interim Executive Director
Michael Brinker, who attended the
Cranford meeting, said the Bergen
County Utilities Authority had con-
ducted a two-year study and decided
against privatization.

Mr. Puhak asked whether the RVSA
had spoken formally with those au-
thorities that rejected privatization,
to which Mr. Brinker answered “no.”

Further questioning led Mr. Murphy
to say that the Bergen County study
on privatization had generated 55
boxes of paper.

Mr. Puhak asked why the RVSA
had not requested an executive sum-
mary; Mr. Murphy concurred that
would be a good idea.

The RVSA portion of the
committee’s workshop meeting had
begun with Mr. Brinker giving the
township committee an overview of
the ongoing projects and challenges
the authority faces. The focus of the
questions Mr. Brinker and the
authority’s secretary/treasurer, Rob-
ert Materna, faced related to “steep”
growth in debt-service costs over the
next few years as part the RVSA
court-mandated $139-million up-
grade of its treatment facility. A $24-
million cogeneration/dry sludge fa-
cility is also included, as well as an-
other $11 million in various facility
improvements.

Cranford faces a double hit on tax-
payers – the debt service on the facility
upgrade hits at the same time as a low
sewerage rating moves out of the
township’s five-year rolling average.
The change would result in an esti-
mated 12-percent rate rise before any
debt service is calculated, officials said.

Commenting on the the rate raise
impact, resident Jim O’Neill said, “I
can see my fixed budget going to hell
very fast.”

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE… More than 70 well-wishers attended a
ground-breaking ceremony at Lincoln School in Westfield on October 20 and
viewed the architectural drawings of the planned renovations, which will trans-
form the building into the district’s first Early Childhood Learning Center.

Westfield
Monday, October 15, a Westfield resi-

dent reported the theft of a blue Schwinn
mountain bicycle from Franklin Elemen-
tary School on Prospect Street.

Monday, October 15, Beverly Cook,
53, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant with bail set
at $830. She was released on her own
recognizance.

Monday, October 15, Keith Jefferson,
29, of Rahway was arrested at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on an outstand-
ing Westfield motor vehicle warrant. He
was released after posting $500 bail.

Monday, October 15, Joseph
Annicchiarico, Jr., 41, of Westfield was
arrested on North Avenue near Elmer
Street on an outstanding Scotch Plains
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $300 bail.

Wednesday, October 17, Jermaine L.
McDougald, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
at an Elm Street grocery and charged with
shoplifting and theft, with bail set at $250,
as well as on a Newark traffic warrant
with bail of $300. McDougald was re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, October 18, Patrick Stroup,
31, of Central Square, N.Y. was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Drake Place. He was charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Stroup was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Thursday, October 18, Mark Monroe,
Jr., 20, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding $550 Roselle motor vehicle
warrant during a motor vehicle stop at
Clifton Street and Summit Avenue. He
was committed to the Union County jail
on default of bail.

Friday, October 19, Joseph Catalano,
40, of Old Bridge was arrested on the 600
block of North Avenue, West, for alleg-
edly driving while intoxicated. He was
released to a responsible individual.

Mountainside
Wednesday, October 17, Jaime F.

Aguirre, 36, of Newark was arrested after
a field investigation for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $500.

Thursday, October 18, a resident of Eliza-
beth reported that while her car was parked
on Sunny Slope Drive someone removed
the license plates from the vehicle.

Friday, October 19, an employee at a
Summit Road business reported that some-
one cut a hole in a chain link fence to gain

access to a custom vehicle parked inside
the storage area located behind the busi-
ness. According to police, once inside the
storage area the individual cut a hole in
the vehicle’s convertible top to gain ac-
cess into the vehicle.

Taken from the vehicle were a radio, an
exhaust temperature gauge, a custom turbo
charger valued at $3,000, and a custom
intake manifold valued at $1,000, police
said. Police stated that the suspect was
most likely familiar with the vehicles
location and custom auto parts.

Sunday, October 21, a resident of
Garrett Road reported that someone re-
moved a 20-foot extension ladder from
his back yard.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, October 17, a resident of

Westfield Road reported that a former
friend confronted her and yelled obsceni-
ties at her because he thought she was
spreading rumors about him.

Friday, October 19, Abdullahi Halliu,
47, of Staten Island, N.Y. was arrested for
criminal sexual contact after the victim
reported that he touched her on a private
part. Halliu was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and released
after posting bail, police said.

Friday, October 19, a resident of Raritan
Road reported that someone damaged the
pool pump located in her back yard.

Sunday, October 21, a vehicle parked
on Cedar Street sustained damage after
someone spray-painted words on it.

POLICE BLOTTER

would be to build a return line from
the origination sites (the municipal
building and Westfield High School).
The line would go from the sites to
Verizon’s wire centers.

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan asked, “Why aren’t
you allowing it?”

Mr. Smith responded, “It’s not a
matter of us allowing it. We are cur-
rently in discussions with BPU and
Verizon on how to make that happen.
It’s one of the more unclear provi-
sions in the law.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the mayor and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) has spo-
ken with Verizon regarding the issue.

He said while a “connection can be
made,” the issue lies in the “brand-
ing” of TV-36 on Verizon’s network,
noting the channel may not be con-
sidered TV-36 on Verizon.

“We’re on the fast-track for FIOS
offering the cable-access [channels],”
he added.

Westfield School Board Calls
For Equitable State Funding

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s board
of education passed a resolution on
Tuesday night calling for equitable
state funding of education. The board
also discussed the search for a perma-
nent principal at Westfield High
School, the desire for a parents’ orga-
nization for Lincoln School and com-
munication strategies in cases of
emergency.

The board’s resolution requests that
Governor Jon Corzine and the New
Jersey legislature “move forward with
a new, equitable funding formula al-
lowing for community input in an
appropriate process.”

A statewide proposal, soon to be
released by Mr. Corzine, would amend
funding methods for New Jersey
schools.

The board’s resolution states, “All
districts [should] receive appropriate
and stable state aid that supports all
children, no matter where they live.”

Board member Ann Cary said that,
during a recent conversation, the
Governor told her he would “intro-
duce his new proposal in mid-No-
vember to early December and [said
there would] be a three-month period
after that for public debate.”

Regarding the September 2008
opening of Lincoln School as the new
early-childhood learning center,
board member Gary McCready pro-
posed forming a committee to wel-
come parents to the school since, at
present, no Lincoln PTO exists.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan said the Parent-Teacher
Council discussed the idea of form-
ing such an organization. “It will not
be a regular PTO, so to speak, be-

cause the students will only be at that
school for one year.”

The board also discussed options
regarding updates to communications
strategies, including allowing parents
to receive text messages from the
schools in the case of an emergency.

Board member Anne Riegel said
“only about 300” parents registered
through the PTO recently to be in-
cluded on an emergency-communi-
cations list.

Board member Richard Solomon
said if the board implements the list,
“it cannot be on a voluntary, sign-up-
if-you-like basis. It will have to be
mandatory.”

Board member and chairperson of
the long-range planning committee
Beth Cassie said, “In a perfect world,
we hope to have a high-school princi-
pal in place to start July 1,” noting
that the goal is to hire the principal by
March or April.

She also said the committee rec-
ommended not using a consulting
firm for the hiring process, which
was the case with the recent superin-
tendent search.
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Garwood Reacts to RVSA
into. We are trying to cut costs.”

Mr. Paterson said, “Initiation means
the ball is rolling, and you took it
upon yourself, with no public hear-
ing. I don’t think you should be up
there seeking another term.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy hit the
gavel and told Mr. Paterson “there
will be no verbal attacking.”

The RVSA serves Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield, Winfield Park
(a customer to Clark) and Woodbridge.
The autonomous agency owns and op-
erates a trunk sewer system and a waste-
water-treatment facility in Rahway.

Resident Joe Madden addressed
the governing body regarding lifting
a 60-year deed restriction on his
single-family home so he can convert
it to a two-family residence.

He purchased the home in 2006 and
“didn’t think there would be a problem
with expanding since there’s a four-
family across from me and other two-
families on the block. I’ve been asking
you, the mayor and council, since March
to lift the deed restriction, and I don’t

understand what’s taking so long.”
Borough attorney Robert Renaud

sent a letter to Mr. Madden’s attorney
with “codes and suggestions that we
want followed. If you agree with them,
the council will think of releasing the
restriction,” he said.

Mr. Madden asked the council for
“a decent answer to why you won’t
release it. I’ve showed up at numer-
ous meetings and keep getting no
answer. These codes and suggestions
don’t make any sense to what the
zoning code requires. Why are my
conditions different than any others?”

Mr. Renaud replied, “We didn’t
ask you to buy the property. You knew
there was a restriction before you
bought it, and I think you’re just an-
noyed with the mayor and council.”

After about a 30-minute discus-
sion that involved Mayor McCarthy
banging his gavel multiple times, the
mayor asked that Mr. Madden speak
to his attorney and said, “Nothing
will be voted on tonight.”

The mayor asked residents for their
cooperation in adhering to the leaf
policy, posted at garwood.org.
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Cranford
Reacts

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Leader
HAUNTED HOUSE...The Caruana
residence on Dudley Avenue shows off
its annual Halloween spirit.


