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No. 12 Irvington Staves Off
Devil Gridders’ Charge, 20-13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Notch
Second Win over Raiders, 2-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

up seven goals and he is responsible
for none of them,” said Kapner.

O’Brien also received some fine
support from his defense, especially
from his big men Lessner and Bran-
don Heroux when the Raiders di-
rected their seven corner kicks into
the box. Heroux also knotted the game
near the end of the first half when he
took a pass from Mike Irving and
headed the ball into the netting.

“We executed on defense. We had
our opportunities to put it on goal and
we got two in,” said O’Brien

“The ball squirted out. It was the
first time in the first half that we
actually had a possession ball. He
(Irving) put across a perfect ball and
I just happened to be in the right place
at the right time,” said Heroux who
added, “They have some really big
guys so it gives us a challenge. We are
probably going to see them again in
the county semis, so we got to make
it a third time.”

“Having Brandon and Mike in there
helps a big deal. Mike’s a rebounding
basketball player and Brandon is just
great on heading. I thought he was
going to score at the very beginning
of the second half on a diving header
that just went over the top of the goal.
At the beginning of the year, we had
him at sweeper. We put him up front
and it made a difference,” said Kapner.

Two minutes into the second half,
Lessner, who normally uses his head
to score goals, used his left foot to
slant a left-to-right shot past Raider
keeper Brandon Reddington.

“We went into halftime with the
late goal so we wanted to get some
fire coming into the second half. Luck-

ily, we got it real quick. It was a ball
played to one of our midfielders play-
ing out wide. He coughed it and it
squirted over to me and I put it in with
my left foot,” explained Lessner who
added, “We always want to come out
with a lot of heart, even if it is not
going well with the skills. We know
that a lot of times, when we play with
heart, toughness, it might overcome
skill. That’s what we tried to do, and
we did well.”

The Raiders, however, not only
DeVizio, were swarming and pres-
suring O’Brien’s turf throughout the
game.

“A whole bunch of them you have
to look out for! They are a very well
coached team. They love the sport.
They have a passion and the Westfield/
Scotch Plains game is always a big
part of the season,” said Kapner. “I
want to give the Scotch Plains kids a
great deal of credit. I thought we
played a great 10 or 15 minutes. They
countered and got the first goal. But I
want to give my guys credit too be-
cause they came back from that and
came out like a fire storm in the
second half.”

After a superb performance in a 1-
1, overtime tie with Elizabeth on
October 8 and the victory over the 5-
8 Raiders – two games that they won
were forfeited due to a NJSIAA rules
violation after a red card was given to
Assistant Coach Joe Mortarulo – ,
Kapner commented, “That’s two
games in a row where we have played
the way we are capable of playing.
Now, we just have to build on it.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1
Westfield 1 1 2

combination of Johnson’s hard run-
ning and quarterback Tony DiIorio’s
success with the option play, the Blue
Devils added 150 yards on the ground
to go with 66 yards in the air in the
second half. The Blue Knights added
88 rushing yards and 41 yards pass-
ing in the second half.

“I think we moved the ball pretty
much the whole game. We had break-
downs. We had penalties and turn-
overs. We just couldn’t get it done in
the red zone until it was too late,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno.

On the first series of the second
half, the Blue Knights marched 60
yards on 10 plays when running back
Dawan Nolton bolted 31 yards into
the end zone with 7:25 on the clock.
The two-point conversion failed. With
the help of a few encroachment pen-
alties by the Blue Devils, Irvington
gnawed six minutes off the clock
with a 13-play, 53-yard drive, ending
with wide receiver Ibn Morton’s 25-
yard TD reception on the first play of
the fourth quarter. The two-point con-
version failed.

Accepting responsibility for some
of the penalties, Johnson said, “I was
too excited. That’s why I kept jump-
ing offside.”

Johnson, who finished with 98 rush-
ing yards – 15 yards as a result of a
hook and ladder play – definitely
made up for any penalties by scoring
both of the Blue Devils’ TDs. DiIorio
(13 carries for 92 yards), Johnson and
tailback Malcolm Allen (7 carries for
30 yards) confused Irvington’s de-
fense. Beginning with Johnson’s 31-
yard run, followed by DiIorio’s gains
of 21 yards and nine yards on the
option, and ending with Johnson’s
five-yard TD scamper, the Blue Dev-

ils drove 64 yards to make the score
20-6 with 8:52 remaining.

Irvington went three and out.
Westfield took over and, 12 plays
later, covered 76 yards on 12 plays,
which included receptions of six and
18 yards by tight end Joe Vall-Llobera,
to hit pay dirt when Johnson slid in
from three-yards out with 1:07 left.
Mike Clark nailed the extra point.

“If we can get three guys to be
threats, we would be okay. Ricardo
was a threat. Tony was a threat. Even
Malcolm ran well. We had three guys
who were a threat and it helped us,”
commented coach DeSarno.

“On the options, they kept reading
me so that helped Tony make his
yards,” added Johnson.

The Blue Devils attempted an
onsides kick. Irvington recovered but
failed to move the ball. The Blue
Devils had 15 yards worth of success
on the hook-and-ladder play that
placed the ball at midfield. Three
incomplete passes ended the game.

“We gave them the short field on
the first drive. They put the ball on the
ground twice and we didn’t pick it up.
We had some missed opportunities
and some costly penalties. It put us in
a hole,” said coach DeSarno. “I felt
like we played with them pretty good.
We made more mistakes than they
did. They are a well-coached team
every week. I’m impressed with them
as a group. They are definitely wor-
thy of their state ranking.”

Looking ahead to Elizabeth,
Johnson commented, “We probably
might add even more options. We are
definitely going to be ready for Eliza-
beth.”
Irvington   8   0   6   6 20
Westfield   0   0   0 13 13

Raider Soccer Team Forfeits
Two Games Due to Violation
Chances for the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School boys varsity
soccer team to qualify for the upcom-
ing state sectional tournament has
been placed in jeopardy due to a
NJSIAA 2007-08 Constitutional By-
laws & Rules, page 130, violation.

Raider Assistant Coach Joe
Mortarulo received a red card in a
loss to Union on September 24 and,
by NJSIAA rule, was required to sit
out the next two games. However, he
was present in the Raiders’ victories
over Bridgewater-Raritan on Septem-
ber 29 and Kearny on October 1. As a
violation of rules, the Raiders had to
forfeit both games and, after a 2-1
loss to Westfield on October 10, their
record slipped to 5-8 with only three
games remaining (Roselle Park, Eliza-
beth, Union) until the state cutoff
date of October 19. A team must have
at least a .500 record to qualify. The
Raiders beat Roselle Park and Eliza-
beth and were scheduled to play Union
on October 17.

“Scotch Plains had to forfeit two of
their games due to a misunderstand-
ing and miscommunication of a red
card rule that transpired against

Union, where one of our coaches got
a red card. At no time did we not think
that he wasn’t going to sit out the
games. We were just waiting on offi-
cial notification. It came on Monday,
October 1. He did participate in two
of the games before that so those two
games are forfeited. That’s the rules
and regulations according to the
NJSIAA. Again, it was a misunder-
standing on my part, on the coaches
part and a lack of communication, I
really feel, from the NJSIAA and the
official,” Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ath-
letic Director R. Harmer explained to
Leader/Times reporter Fred Lecomte
on October 10.

“It clearly states that if the coach is
on the sidelines before, during or
after that the team will be disquali-
fied for two games, with the excep-
tion of football. It’s a rule that has
been in effect for a long time,” said
NJSIAA Assistant Director Larry
White to Leader/Times Sports Editor
Dave Corbin. “Although their coach
has been coaching for thirty some
years and they misinterpreted it, it’s
still not an excuse. The forfeits are for
being in attendance of the games.”

Blue Devils Break WHS Record
In Loss to Bishop Ahr Gymnasts

Devil Gymnasts Defeat
E. Brunswick, Elizabeth

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team worked its lineup a bit to
defeat East Brunswick and Elizabeth
with respective scores of 104.65-98.6-
63.9 in Westfield on October 11. Blue
Devil Allie Barba grabbed top honors
with an all-around total of 34.3.

Barba placed second on the bal-
ance beam with a score of 9.0 behind
teammate Lacy Cummings, who
scored 9.2. She also placed second on
the uneven bars at 8.7 followed by
teammates Tina Chabrier (8.55), Kelly
Bohlinger (8.4), Natalie Golikov
(8.35) and Jamie Bornstein (8.05),
and fifth on the floor exercises at 8.4
followed by Golikov at 8.3.

Blue Devil Claire Stevens-Haas
took first in the vault at 8.8, first on
the floor with a 9.25 followed by
Jenna Rodrigues (9.1) and Bohlinger
(9.0), and fifth on the beam at 8.45.
Chabrier (8.0), Julia Valentin (7.8)
and Bornstein (7.7) placed fifth, ninth
and 11th, respectively in the vault.
Golikov (8.3) and Chabrier (7.65)
placed sixth and eighth, respectively,
on the beam.

Fresh off a convincing victory at
the Cougar Invitational, the ninth-
ranked Westfield High School gym-

nastics team set a WHS team-total
record despite losing, 113.125-
110.425, to third-ranked Bishop Ahr
in Westfield on October 8.

While placing 2-3 in the all-around,
Blue Devils Lacy Cummings and
Jenna Rodrigues turned in fantastic
totals of 37.425 and 37.25, respec-
tively. Bishop Ahr’s Lauren Moroch
took first with a 37.575 total. Blue
Devil Kelsey Greenfield placed fifth
all-around at 34.4.

Cummings took top honors in the
vault with a 9.55 and placed second
on the balance beam with a 9.6, third
on the floor exercises with a 9.45 and
fifth on the uneven bars with an 8.825.
Rodrigues took third on the beam at
9.475 and bars at 9.2, while placing
fourth on the vault at 9.25 and floor at
9.325. Greenfield scored 8.625 on
bars, 8.875 on beam, 7.875 on floor
and 9.025 on vault. Claire Stevens-
Haas scored 9.225 on floor, 8.9 on
vault and 8.425 on bars. Tina Chabrier
scored 8.575 on floor, 7.95 on bars
and 7.7 on beam. Natalie Golikov
scored 8.65 on vault and Allie Barba
score 8.025 on beam.

TOP INDIVIDUALS:
ALL-AROUND: Lauren Moroch (BA)
37.575
VAULT: Lacy Cummings (W) 9.55
UNEVENS: Nicole Schwartz (BA) 9.5
BEAM: Schwartz (BA) 9.65
FLOOR: Moroch (BA) 9.675

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING THE INTENSITY…Blue Devil Matt Isabella, front, concentrates on
the ball, as does Raider Jarek Cohen, background.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING THE HANDOFF…Blue Devil Marcus Allen, No. 33, receives the
handoff from quarterback Tony DiIorio, No. 16.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Westfield

Scotch Plains

Westfield
Lots of updates.  Move right in.  Updated kitchen, windows,
boiler, newer baths, hardwood floors, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths
& more.  WSF0805

Center hall colonial on almost an acre with circular drive.
5 bedrooms, 3 baths, fireplace, finished basement & more.
WSF0736

3 bedroom, 2 bath split on quiet street.  Hardwood floors,
2 family rooms, fireplace, deck, hot tub, cac, pond & more.
WSF0770

4 bedroom Victorian.  Stunning foyer, large living and din-
ing rooms.  Great property, near town, train, schools.
WSF0535

Scotch Plains
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$599,900

$849,900 $449,900

$599,000 Westfield
Classic CH colonial.  Living room fireplace, adjacent fam-
ily room, screened porch, large kitchen, basement rec
room.  WSF0581

$1,075,000

Mountainside
One floor living at it’s best.  Completely renovated kitchen
& baths.  New furnace, cooling system, landscaping & more.
WSF0381

$699,900

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.


