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Devil’s Den
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The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ volleyball team lifted its
team play several notches in an excit-
ing match, defeating Summit, 28-26,
25-23 in the opening round of the
Union County Tournament in New
Providence on October 12. The Raid-
ers relied on senior middle hitter,
Izzy Blach, who garnered eight kills,
three service points, 10 digs, three
blocks and one ace.

Senior middle hitter Alyssa Karis
had a heavy hand in the victory with
eight service points, 14 digs and two
blocks. Junior outside hitter Nicole
DeSando finished with 14 digs, one
kill and one block and junior setter
Jillian Coffey contributed 11 assists,
five service points and six digs.
Summit’s Krista Henderson hammered
six kills and three digs and Maria
Sancho added 10 assists and four kills.

“Huge talk on the bus today. Guys,
this is the culmination of all of our
work all season. They played from
their hearts. They played from their
guts and they fought for every point.
I’m so proud of them, so proud,” said
Raider Head Coach Adriene Stack.
“Summit had a great setter who could
trick it up a lot and early on we were
slow to move on those tricks. Once
we took hold of that and realized
where she was going to put the ball,
we made the proper adjustments and
they couldn’t touch us. It was amaz-
ing to watch today. This is what I
know my team can be.”

In Game 1, the Raiders trailed early.
Adjustments in the front and
backcourt, however, perfected the hits
that closed the gap at 18-18. Then,
with back-and-forth action and the
score tied at 26-26, Blach finalized
the game with two vicious kills.

“We started out slow and I knew
that I was everywhere but, at the end,

we came together,” said Karis. “We
had flashes where we were just kind
of got lost but our cohesiveness and
poise overpowered their play.”

“There were times everyone fell apart
at some point in the game but we brought
it together when we needed to,” added
Coffey. “Instead of going out, we kept
the ball in bounds and the passes got
better as the game went on. We pushed
them to the center, went to the right spot
and all the parts fit together. We knew
when to pull back. We talked, worked
together and knew we could beat them
if we pushed it out.”

In Game 2, Summit grabbed the
early lead. The Raiders regrouped
midway through the game and edged
their way back. Nicole Colineri coun-
tered with a kill, Karis stepped up
with a block and Blach hammered the
ball into the backcourt to tie the game
at 23. The Raiders took control when
opposite hitter Kristin Betea answered
with a kill and Coffey added the ex-
clamation point with a service ace.

“We had to hit aggressively and had
to pick up every ball. No ball could hit
the ground. To make a pass, get a set
and then get the final kill. This is what
we came here to do to win these games
and we did,” said Blach. “We did make
states and advanced to the second round
of the counties. It all just fit together so
well for us.”

“Blach and Karis, our two captains,
both very aggressive at the net and they
played a great game. When they were
set up by Summit on top, they put that
ball down. I also want to say Coffey, our
setter, best game of her life today.
Couldn’t be more proud of her! She
was faster than I ever have seen her,
touching the ball. She was amazing,”
said coach Stack. “I told them they have
to want it more and obviously they
wanted it more. That’s what it comes
down to. You have to be in to win it. It
sounds lame, but that’s what it is.”

Raiders Slip by Summit
Volleyballers in UCT

Football Season Starting
To Get Real Interesting

So here we are, at almost the mid-
way point of the football season, and
where exactly are we?

Well, for one thing, just by saying
we’re almost at the midway point indi-
cates I think there will be more than
just the normal 10 games this year.
What’s that, you say? How can that
be? There’s the nine regular-season
games, and then a consolation game
during the playoff weeks, you say?

Not that I hate to be against the
flow, but I’m looking at nine regular-
season games, one home playoff game
and hopefully another game the week-
end before the Thanksgiving Day
game.

Yes, you read that right. And why
would anybody think that? The main
reason is that WHS has a pretty darn
good team this year. If they’d stop
letting mediocre (Cranford) and over-
rated (Irvington) teams get 20-0 leads
against them, maybe they’d be 5-0
going into tomorrow night’s HUGE
game against Elizabeth at Williams
Field.

I tried sitting in the main stands
Saturday, but it got discouraging hear-
ing parents being happy because “we
are picking up a little bit of yardage”
and saying stuff like, “well, at least
it’s not a bad blowout.” What is wrong
with these people?

I hear that kind of talk and I want to
put a gun to my head. This year’s club
has, can and will play with anybody
on its schedule. There is good coach-
ing, plenty of talent and toughness,
and enough speed that being 3-2 at
this point should be a disappoint-
ment, not something to satisfied about.

The offense out-gained Irvington
(admittedly playing without its star
quarterback) by a wide margin. If not
for a couple of questionable calls by
the officials (one on an apparent lat-
eral that Manny Mills picked up and
would have had a touchdown, and on
an end zone interception by Danny
Selert; both of which were quickly
followed by Irvington touchdowns),
WHS could’ve basically clinched a
playoff spot last Saturday.

Instead, they have to shake off a
tough loss and head to Williams Field,
where WHS hasn’t won since a 10-0
victory back in … 1979. Hmm, that
was just one week after a shutout win
over Union, which didn’t happen
again until … two weeks ago. Hmm
… are we seeing a pattern here?

Talking with an old pal before the
Irvington game, he felt WHS was prob-
ably looking at a 4-4 record at the
playoff cutoff and said they’d be better
just playing and winning a consola-
tion game, and then beating Plainfield
on Thanksgiving and going into the
off-season on a winning note.

Devil of the Week
Brandon Heroux

Soccer

I disagreed, saying WHS should be
5-3 or maybe even 6-2 at the cutoff
(and I’ll stay with those numbers still),
and bring on whoever, because being
in the playoffs is always better than
not being in them. There is no conso-
lation in playing a consolation game.
Some years that may happen and then
you deal with it, but it’s not some-
thing you want to happen, especially
not with the kind of talent WHS has
this year.

WHS’s three remaining pre-playoff-
cutoff games are against 3-2 Elizabeth,
2-3 Shabazz and 4-1 Scotch Plains.
These are games with huge playoff
implications. Eight teams qualify in
each section and WHS goes into tomor-
row night seventh in North Section 2
Group 4 with 27 power points, although
five of the current top six teams have
already played six games. WHS is three
points behind 3-3 Woodbridge (which
still faces 1-4 Old Bridge and 3-3 South
Brunswick), one point behind 3-3
Phillipsburg (1-5 Warren Hills and 1-4
Hillsborough) and one point ahead of
3-2 Elizabeth (3-2 WHS, 1-4 Linden
and 1-5 East Side).

Woodbridge, P’burg and Elizabeth
each figure to get two more wins, but
minimal power points because their
opponents are mostly 1-win teams.
Tomorrow night’s WHS-Elizabeth
game is worth a minimum of 11 and
more likely 13 pp’s for the winner.
Shabazz and SP-F would likely be 9
and 12 points, respectively.

Elizabeth, Shabazz and SP-F are
all winnable games for coach Jim
DeSarno’s club, and here’s why:

Offensively, quarterback Tony
DiIorio has been outstanding, both
running (over 100 yards vs. Irvington)
and passing the ball. Ricardo Johnson
is a 200-plus-yard game waiting to
happen, and Malcolm Allen had a
200-plus-yard game last year against
Shabazz. Fullback Ryan Brand is a
solid lead blocker. Joe Vall-Llobera
brings some Brian Butts-type
athleticism to tight end, while Chris
Sheehan, Jihad Billups, John Wilt
and Adam Bergo are all talented re-
ceivers.

Massive tackle Tom Wansaw is the
lone veteran in the offensive line but
he and Scott Newman, Josh Gribbon,
Pat Stanley and Eric Moran have done
a solid job.

Defensively, ends John Dugan and
Willie Johnson, tackles John DiIorio
and Ryan Scanlon and inside line-
backers Newman and T.J. Mruz have
pretty much stopped the opponents’
running games (especially if you don’t
count the Cranford debacle). Outside
backers Vall-Llobera and Mike
Wikander along with DB’s Selert, R.
Johnson and Charlie Read (with

Billups and Mills filling in) have been
outstanding most of the time.

You can’t be talked about with the
“big boys” unless you’re playing with
the big boys. And that definitely con-
tinues tomorrow night, against a team
we haven’t beaten since a 16-6 vic-
tory in 1984, Dick Zimmer’s last
coaching win (Elizabeth is 17-0-1 vs.
WHS since that game). But remem-
ber, Irvington was supposed to be this
scary, frighteningly good team, with
a 36-3 win over Elizabeth two weeks
ago. OK, their stud quarterback didn’t
play against WHS, but was anybody
really that impressed by all the other
Irvington players?

Playing Irvington and Elizabeth and
Shabazz is no different now than play-
ing Montclair, Thomas Jefferson and
Nutley was back in the 1970s. It’s
mind over matter. If you think you
can compete, you can compete. If
you don’t, you can’t.

Tomorrow is another really big
game. It’s always great to have WHS
playing in really big games. The
weather forecast is for the upper 70s
with showers, i.e., perfect football
weather.

SOCCER UPDATE
The crowd at last Wednesday’s

WHS vs. SP-F game at Kehler Sta-
dium was one of the largest ever for a
soccer game. It was also extremely
vocal, on both sides of the field. Sadly,
when it ended with a 2-1 WHS vic-
tory, the home fans chose to serenade
SP-F with the lame, ultimate poor
taste song, the one that goes, “Na-na-
nah-nah, na-na-nah-nah, hey, hey,
good bye.” (Barf!)

It would be awesome if the WHS
fans (students and parents) learned
the words to the school song, and
sang that instead after a big win. That
would be a much better way to end
any game: singing the school song to
serenade the WHS team, rather than
some lame song that both mocks the
other team and embarrasses those
singing it.

So, to help those who don’t already
know the words — or maybe didn’t
even know there was a school song —
here are the words:

West-field, dear West-field
We sing to you.
We praise you always
For the many things you do.
Schools know your rep-u-ta-tion
We won’t let it fall,
West-field vic-tor-i-ous,
The champions of all
When WHS’s boys soccer victory

beat SP-F last week, it marked the
first time since 1985 that WHS de-
feated the Raiders twice in one sea-
son; both wins that year were by 3-2
scores. It was also the fifth time in the

45-year rivalry that WHS has posted
two wins in a season over SP-F, the
others being in 1967 (1-0, 3-0), 1980
(3-0, 3-2), 1981 (5-0, 6-0) and 1984
(2-0, 1-0).

In fact, from 1980-85, coach Walt
Leonow’s Blue Devils had a 10-1
mark over the Raiders, and twice net-
ted eight goals in one game. Those
were strong WHS teams, featuring
Joe DiBella, Cam Dunnan, Nikhil
Singh, Billy O’Herron and John
Schwartz.

Ironically, when WHS went 20-2-2
and captured its first state Group 4
title in 1986, both losses were to SP-
F. Talk about a bitter-sweet title.

SP-F does own one 3-0 season over
WHS, in 2001. And there is a strong
possibility the teams could meet a
third time this fall, in the Union
County Tournament semifinals.

Overall, SP-F still leads the 67-
match series by a 30-26-11. The first
match was in 1963, a 3-0 WHS win.
Eddie Thorne scored all three goals
and Mark Metcalf, who gained later
fame as Douglas K. Niedermayer in
the movie “Animal House,” led the
defense in front of goalie Dick
Stiefken.

P.S.: An awesome job by the WHS
boys and girls this past Monday, both
knocking off Kearny, avenging early-
season losses. In fact, the girls’ 3-2
win was amazing considering they’d
lost 5-0 to the Kardinals earlier.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or did anybody else get a kick out of

the ad in last week’s Leader for one of
the private schools in Summit? If you
didn’t see it (hopefully), it had a photo
of about 25 girls, whose parents are
paying thousands and thousands of
dollars for their private school educa-
tion, wearing college sweatshirts of all
the different schools that WHS’s gradu-
ates attend every year. Imagine that?
And WHS kids do it without their
parents paying the extra thousands
and thousands of dollars for that pri-
vate school education.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Brandon
Heroux. The senior soccer player used
his 6-foot-3 height to head in a criti-
cal goal to earn a halftime tie and
pump added life into WHS en route to
a 2-1 victory over Scotch Plains. And
Monday he assisted on Matt Gralla’s
game-winning goal in a 2-1 win over
Kearny.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEV-
ILS!

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,499,000 WESTFIELD $599,900

WESTFIELD $219,999 CRANFORD $839,900

WESTFIELD $2,295,000

WESTFIELD $679,000

Price reduced!  Amazing, handcrafted detail and custom inclusions
set the standard for unrivaled architectural elegance.  The scales have
been tipped with a stunning display of sumptuous decadence.  A
Primavera home stands alone.  Two models are at last completed.

Lovely 6 room Colonial is in great condition and is very charming
and pristine.  Home has been freshly painted – neutral décor and
offers a newer roof, CAC, windows, furnace, HWH and has a
screened, jalousied porch.

Why rent when you can own in Westfield.  Move right into this 2nd

floor unit offering 5 rooms and including 2 Bedrooms with newer
Kitchen, bath and hardwood floors.  Maintenance fee includes taxes,
heat, water, exterior maintenance, snow and trash removal and use
of outdoor pool.

Handsome, brick front Colonial in excellent condition includes 9
rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, spectacular Kitchen with
Viking appliances, cherry cabinets and granite, polished hardwood
floors, updated furnace, CAC and electric.  Family Room addition
has a vaulted ceiling.

Lovely Townhome in 55+ community offers 5 rooms and includes 2
nice-sized Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Living Room with fireplace, Formal
Dining Room, large Kitchen, great closet space, pavestone patio, close
to everything location.

Stately center hall Colonial on nearly ¾ acre of magnificent grounds
in heart of Indian Forest.  Includes 11 rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
4 fireplaces in the Living Room, Dining Room, Master Bedroom
and Library.  Large Family Room addition with vaulted ceiling and
custom cabinets.  Freshly painted interior and refinished oak floors.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FORMIDABLE SLAM…Middle hitter Alyssa Karis, No. 10, demonstrates tre-
mendous aggressiveness in the UCT with Summit. Karis. Outside hitter Nicole
Colineri, No. 14, left, and outside hitter Kristin Betau, No. 15, right anticipates the
winning point while Jill Coffey, No. 4, and Izzy Black, No.6, back up the play.


