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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Roriferous – Producing dew
2. Diabolist – A devil worshiper
3. Maricious – Strong; racy
4. Omadhaun – A fool or imbecile

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

KEDDAH
1. An elephant trap
2. A light anchor used to warp a ship or

free it when ashore
3. The eleventh letter in the Hebrew

alphabet
4. Disgust; disapproval

MABBLE
1. To wrap
2. To crumble; scatter
3. To mumble inaudibly
4. To chew loudly

HEURETIC
1. A branch of logic dealing with dis-

covery or invention
2. Solitary in behavior in a mystical

manner
3. A doctrine or set of opinions at

variance with established doctrine
4. Unstable; unbalanced mentally

PERTUSSIS
1. Discharge of mucous from any bodily

opening
2. Given to impudent, saucy behavior

or speech
3. Whooping cough
4. Characterized by being pierced with

holes
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By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

It is with great sadness and frustration
that I report to you that the atmosphere in
our municipal government is at the lowest
point in my 11-year tenure on the Scotch
Plains Township Council.

Since January 1997, I have served the
citizens of our community on unanimous
Republican councils, and both in the
majority and minority of bipartisan coun-
cils. During that time, there have been
disagreements, both public and private,
that were for the most part respectful and
civil, and at the end of the day, the best
interests of our citizens emerged as para-
mount. However, since January 1, 2007
that completely changed. This year’s in-
cessant vitriol and pernicious negativity
that has emanated from certain circles has
alienated council members, our munici-
pal manager, our employees and now, as
a result of a demeaning letter to the editor
from one individual, our volunteers.

While I am not confident that the
sources of this negativity will cease their
destructive motivations, I am asking those
in our municipal government and citizens
across Scotch Plains to counter with a
celebration of what is positive in our
community.

We continued to make great strides in
our recreation facilities and programs in
2007. Thanks to the hard work and dedi-
cation of our recreation director and com-
missioners, we saw the expansion and
renovations to Jerseyland Park completed
this summer. The new soccer and base-
ball fields at the county Vo-Tech site are
in their final stages, and it was a pleasure
to see young children finally using the
facility this past weekend. We are also on
the precipice of embarking on the artifi-
cial turf soccer field project at Southside
Park as well.

In a few short weeks, we should have a
conceptual design for a community/senior
center at Scotch Hills. This facility will
serve citizens of all ages and will also be a
celebration of the history of the Shady Rest

Accentuate the Positive

Golf Club and America’s first African
American golf professional, John Shippen.
Our miniature-golf course at Scotch Hills
is soon to finish its first full year of opera-
tion and through the first nine months of
2007, we have brought in revenue of ap-
proximately $58,000 here. That number is
sure to increase for the balance of 2007,
and it is our hope that in coming years
those numbers continue to rise.

Earlier this year, a decision to alter
parking restrictions on our residential
streets around the high school was met
with much consternation. Since then, the
municipal governments in both Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, along with leaders
from our school district, have worked
together to increase parking and imple-
ment a new plan that seems to be meeting
with success thus far.

Renovations to our municipal building
are nearing an end. Sure, it took a lot
longer than anyone desired or expected
and many were inconvenienced, but right
now, we are getting a feel for what a
drastic improvement we will see and feel
at town hall.

We had an extraordinarily successful
season of road resurfacing, which contin-
ues to date. When winters are not so
harsh, we can use funds allocated for
snow removal to accelerate our roads
program. Hopefully another mild winter
awaits us.

Hey, this weekend is Scotch Plains
Day. Let’s celebrate. Friday evening will
be our bonfire and pep rally at the high
school. Saturday is the homecoming foot-
ball game for our 4-1 Raiders. Beat Union!
Saturday also holds the continuing
Farmer’s Market and day one of the Lion’s
Club Flea Market. Sunday is the big day
for all sorts of fun activities on Park
Avenue.

Join me and wear a smile this weekend,
forget about the purveyors of negativity
and celebrate what makes Scotch Plains
such a special place.

Visceral Reaction Excludes Ability
To Intellectually Process the Facts?

I would like to address the engineer
who provided a rebuttal [Leader/Times,
October 11 edition] to Mr. Smallwood’s
recent letter [October 4]. I too live within
150 feet of the proposed site for this.
Although I am sure it was not his intent,
this gentleman was both condescending
and disingenuous in his characterization
of opponents of cellular towers (or the
public, which he has to travel around the
country to educate) and this tower in
particular.

His specific assumption and repeated
assertions that a visceral reaction excludes
the ability to intellectually process the
facts is evidence of that. “Get the facts”
seems to be a mantra for those with lim-
ited or targeted information to disparage
others with differing viewpoints. Perhaps
these emotional individuals he speaks of
already have the facts and have come to a
conclusion, as I certainly have done.

In September, Omnipiont filed a propa-
gation report, or gap analysis. I am sure he
is familiar with that report. It shows where
Omnipoint says there is no coverage. My
home and Mr. Smallwood’s, as well as
the park and the school, are engulfed in
white space (meaning no coverage). This
is Omnipoint’s report filed for the hear-
ing, not some marketing ploy. The report
says one thing despite the fact that I can
and do regularly make cell-phone calls
from inside my home, as do some of my
other neighbors.

I’d have to thank him for pointing out
that the population of the targeted cover-
age area makes a difference. As stated,
this will cover approximately 10 acres of
park, seven acres of school and play-
ground, another five acres of a closed-
for-the-winter swim club, as well as
wooded area in between and a few of the
surrounding streets in Scotch Plains.
Added coverage will not even reach Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains, based on the
Omnipoint report.

He is being disingenuous when he dis-
parages comments noting the benefits to
Westfield, which borders this site.

I have also seen Omnipoint’s site plans
and read the compliance report and ad-
dendum. Their intent is to direct the an-
tennas east; that is based on their specifi-
cations, not on emotion. In addition, other
experts with backgrounds such as he,
who are people with many years of expe-
rience in citing cellular towers for cell-
phone companies, as well as professional
planners and various attorneys, have all
had the same reaction of surprise when
they see the application details. The re-
quest was for a cellular tower of 120 feet,
for a small area in Scotch Plains.

Their first reaction is “what is neigh-
boring this area because this is highly
unusual.” They say that based on the cost,
effort and return on investment to
Omnipoint on experience and on com-
mon sense.

His further assertions that there are
base stations again obfuscate the point.
The discussion was about cell towers
specifically, not antennas or base stations
alone (which are in excess of 900). There
is not a 120-foot cellular tower on the

apartment building he mentions. Kudos
to Westfield if they have found less intru-
sive ways to provide service for their
residents.

One additional point is that
antennasearch.com is not funded by any
specific carrier and relies on public infor-
mation and actual FCC filings.

We are hopeful that Omnipoint will not
re-apply, although it is certainly their
right. They have the obligation to prove
they also pass the SICA test in addition to
a filling a significant gap in service, re-
gardless of the provider, in the targeted
area.

So that while his intent was not to be
dismissive or disparaging, his initial let-
ter, and subsequent rebuttal both did ap-
pear to have just that effect.

Barbara Lockley
Scotch Plains

Ceremony Affirms
Faith in our Young

Every now and then, I get a chance to
see the future in our young people in
Union County. I had this opportunity last
Saturday at Kim Hoffman’s Bat Mitzvah.

I was impressed with the amount of
work that went into Kim’s religious train-
ing and how hard she prepared for the
day. I was equally impressed with the
way she conducted herself at the temple
in front of so many of her friends and
family. She spoke with ease, confident in
her preparation.

You could see her parents, Jeff and
Judy, beam with pride. I was proud to be
part of the ceremony and celebration. It
was nice to see a glimpse of our future in
Kim Hoffman and with young people like
her, it’s a bright one.

Freeholder Al Mirabella
Fanwood

Troubling – Councilman Glover
Considers Employees ‘Fair Game’

Scotch Plains DEM Chair Samuel
Discusses ‘Self-Aggrandizement’

At a recent Scotch Plains Township
Council meeting, a parade of commis-
sioners from the recreation commission
put on an amassing display of arrogance
by comparing their service to the taxpay-
ers to the service of our volunteer firemen
and volunteer members of our rescue
squad. This falls into the same category of
self-aggrandizement as Dan Quayle’s
comparison of himself to John F. Kennedy.

They made the amazing argument that
if anyone criticized them, whether right
or wrong, the result would be that people
would not want to serve as volunteer
firemen or as members of the rescue squad.

There are at least two flaws in their
argument.

First, the firemen and EMTs save the
taxpayers millions of dollars a year, which
would otherwise add tens of points to our
municipal property-tax rate. The recent

proposals of the recreation commission,
on the other hand, if approved by our tax-
and-spend council majority, could add
over six points to our municipal property
tax rate.

Second – while only a very special
breed of dedicated people are willing to
take the training, serve in extreme cir-
cumstance and keep their certifications
up to date required in our emergency
services, thus narrowing the pool of people
who will make the sacrifice to serve – I
am sure that if one or more of the commis-
sioners wanted to join the volunteer fire-
men or the rescue squad, people would
stand in line to fill their seats. Perhaps
some of the new people would be more of
a voice for fiscal responsibility than we
have now.

Dick Samuel
SP Democrat Committee Chairman

On October 9, I attended the Scotch
Plains Township Council meeting and,
along with other members of the commu-
nity, voiced my outrage over the attack in
a previous letter to the editor by Scotch
Plains Democratic Chairman Dick
Samuel on our volunteer recreation com-
missioners.

During my time at the microphone, I
challenged each member of the township
council to repudiate these types of politi-
cal attacks on our volunteers. To their
credit, each member of the township coun-
cil voiced support for our volunteers and
decried the type of criticism in the letter
written by Mr. Samuel.

What was troubling was the follow-up
response I received from Councilman
Kevin Glover. While Mr. Glover dis-
tanced himself from the attack on our
volunteers, he stated that township coun-
cil members and township employees
were “fair game” for this type of public
ridicule. Having been a council member
myself in both Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, I understand that elected officials
should be subject to scrutiny and should

be prepared for both criticism and some-
times even praise in a public forum.

However, like our volunteers, town-
ship employees should not be “fair game”
for such random ridicule. There is an
appropriate process for admonishing
employees who fail to meet acceptable
standards. That process should be re-
spected whether one is a political party
boss, a citizen, but most importantly, a
member of the governing body, should
they have an issue with a township em-
ployee. That process is certainly not to be
endorsed to occur in a public forum and
clearly not via a demeaning letter to the
editor.

I am certain that a majority of township
council members feel the same, and even
though he has less than one year of expe-
rience on the governing body, Council-
man Glover should know better and re-
evaluate his position on township em-
ployees being “fair game” for these types
of political attacks.

Frank Rossi
Scotch Plains

Have Cell Towers Become More
Controversial than Park’g Decks?

Parking decks and parking ticket discussions used
to be the subjects that invoked the most ire locally –
until recently. It seems that cell-tower construction
has risen to the top of the hated-issues list. The
inconsiderate and irresponsible use of cell phones
goes hand and ear [sic] with the controversy.

Scotch Plains residents have just completed round
one of their battle to stop construction of a 120-foot-
high Omnipoint cell tower at the Willow Grove
Swim Club property nearby McGinn Elementary
School. Concerns for the health and safety of local
children, who are put at risk by the emissions of
high-energy radio frequencies (RF), seem to have
prevailed in this argument for the moment.

An engineer wrote in a letter to the editor that there
is more potential danger to the human brain during
cell-phone usage than simply living near a cell
tower. We understood the engineer was trying to help
matters by urging parents to limit children’s use of
cell phones as a safety precaution. Sounds good to
us.

We’re not sure which has the potential to be more
unsafe – RF emission widespread from a nearby cell
tower or RF emissions to the skull imparted by a cell
phone planted in one’s ear. The government can’t
seem to tell us.

We do believe that cell phones are unsafe, how-
ever. Many automobile drivers are on a mental
holiday while conducting conversations on cell
phones. Perhaps the engineer was right about the
damage imparted to one’s skull.

The engineer also got into an unintended skirmish
when it was noted that he was from Westfield.
Angered Scotch Plains residents claimed that
Westfield doesn’t have its fair share of cell towers
and that locations are being pushed over to Scotch
Plains.

Well, now the focus has turned, as another swim
club hopes to get into the cell-tower business. A 130-
foot cell-phone tower is being sought for location at
the Cranford Swim Club, a three-acre area bordering
Westfield. Verizon Wireless, Omnipoint, AT&T and
Sprint are seeking variances in the joint application.

The proposed tower is 60 feet over the allowable
height restrictions.

We wonder why the sudden involvement of swim
clubs in the cell-tower business. Perhaps the radia-
tion helps with sterilizing the water, yet club mem-
bers remain unaffected?

Of course, Westfield and Cranford neighbors are
more than annoyed with the proposal. They packed
the Cranford planning-board meeting room. Scotch
Plains residents can rest a while and stay out of this
one.

The Cranford cell-tower issue is annoying, but it is
not in my backyard. More annoying to us is the
inconsiderate use of cell phones in public places.

While on a business trip to Boston by train, I was
trapped – appalled by tactless people and their cell
phones. The conductor made several announcements
in vain. I see too that NJTransit is appealing to riders
to curb the use of cell phones – In New Jersey? Forget
about it.

By the time the train reached Boston, I knew the
lady’s apartment location in downtown Boston, the
street address, that it faced east and had a nice
morning shadow.

Her mortgage was $450,000 at 8-percent interest,
a couple left a blue jacket in her closet last week
during a dinner party, her son was a sophomore at
Boston University, her new boss is reluctant to
relocate from Montreal to Boston (she’s in the real-
estate business) and her trip to New York City selling
her home was a success that concluded in less than
30 minutes. None of this did I really want to know.

I hear engineers in Britain have invented a window
spray that blocks cell-phone use on the British Rail.

The Taiwanese supposedly market a hand-held
device, looks like a channel changer, but discreetly
knocks a nearby, obnoxious cell-phone user off the
air. This must being actually happening and most of
the blame is being placed on the lack of cell towers.

Something that we are curious about – technology
changes so fast. Cell phones and cell towers are soon
to become obsolete, history tells us. So, who will be
responsible for tearing down all the old cell towers?

Is It Illegal to Question
Board of Adjustment?
On October 15, I attended my first

board of adjustment meeting of my 53-
year residency in Westfield. During the
case in which I participated, I took the
opportunity to dissent from an earlier
ruling the board had made, which I char-
acterized as “uncharitable.” The board’s
attorney quickly and crankily silenced
me.

Is it illegal, immoral or just “out of
order” to take exception to the board of
adjustment’s work at a board meeting? If
the board’s public forum is not the proper
place to air dissent, what is?

I was told by the town’s engineering
department that board members do not
entertain phone calls from townspeople,
nor does the board’s attorney.

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

See Campaign Letters
On Pages 6 and 7

‘Something for
Everyone’ Photo Spurs
Storefront Discussion
There was a photo in your October 4

edition on page 24 titled “Something for
everyone.” This has brought up much
conversation about an observation I have
made for quite some time now.

No, I don’t have a problem with Victoria
Secret Lingerie store or with their manne-
quins or merchandise in their windows.
My concerns lie with the increase in
signage and what amounts to billboards
in store windows. The amount of posters
and paper is reminiscent of the shopping
area of Broad Street in Elizabeth. Com-
bined with the excessive street signage,
one doesn’t know where to look first.
Other towns of similar demographics as
Westfield are able to control what their
business districts display.

Why are local merchants permitted to,
in essence, plaster their signage to what-
ever degree they care to? A travel agency
has a sandwich sign, multiple posters and
five video screens in their windows. A
banking/mortgage company has their
name on the building, windows and doors
12 times. A wireless company has mul-
tiple posters plus two huge light boxes in
their windows. Two businesses hang
multiple (5) flags from their properties.

I’m pretty sure that one flag, the Ameri-
can flag, is allowed. Both of these busi-
nesses are on two separate main thor-
oughfares. Aren’t there guidelines for
stores to follow, especially in the busi-
ness district? I already know the answer
to that, having looked it up on the town’s
website.

There are many more examples. One
only has to look around to see more. Some
businesses adhere to the guidelines set up
by the town. They should be commended
for doing the right thing. The others should
be dealt with accordingly.

During the course of a conversation,
one newer merchant told me that they
were advised to “do whatever they have
to do and apologize later.” That philoso-
phy could explain a lot of what goes on
without being curtailed. It isn’t the type or
brand of business that makes our down-
town ‘mall-like’ but the excessive clutter
of signage in and outside of the stores. It’s
expected of retailers to display their wares,
but even I fail to see the need for bill-
boards, flashing screens, or beyond-life-
size pages of a lingerie catalog filling the
streets of Westfield.

Debby Burslem
Westfield

Play Important Role
At Paper Mill Playhouse

Since 1989, my wife and I have en-
joyed a subscription to the Paper Mill
Playhouse. We have been privileged to
see a wide variety of excellent musicals,
dramas and comedies presented each sea-
son at a convenient location. They are
well produced and often of a quality ap-
proaching that of Broadway.

We enjoy supporting the arts in our
backyard. To have such world-class en-
tertainment in New Jersey’s theatre is
indeed unique and a treasure, which
strongly deserves preservation. You too
can play an important role by becoming a
Paper Mill subscriber online at
papermill.org or by calling (973) 379-
3717.

Richard Lesko
Westfield

Help Butterflies
Flourish in Westfield
Monarch butterflies raise their young

exclusively on milkweed plants. A milk-
weed plant is considered a weed and is
generally destroyed when discovered.
This has limited the environment for
Monarchs and threatens their survival.

I have been growing milkweeds in my
garden for several years. It has resulted in
an ever-greater attraction of Monarchs. I
am interested in the preservation and pro-
tection of the Monarchs. I have a supply
of milkweed seeds from my plants that I
will make available to anyone interested
in doing the same.

If you would like seeds for your gar-
den, please call me at (908) 654-4157 or
email to rjburkett2004@yahoo.com.

Let’s beautify Westfield with Mon-
arch butterflies.

Ron Burkett
Westfield
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NJ Public Utility Bd.
Lights up an Idea

The New Jersey Board of Public Utili-
ties is asking New Jersey residents to
swich from using incandescent light
bulbs to energy-efficient lighting.

If all households in New Jersey
changed just five incandescent light
bulbs, more than 3.5 million tons of
greenhouse gas emissions would be pre-
vented over the lifetime of the bulbs.
That is the equivalent to removing
600,000 cars from New Jersey’s roads.
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