
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 18, 2007 Page 3

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANSWERING ‘YES’…Union County Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski
speaks at a press conference at Warinanco Park supporting ballot question No. 3. The
measure would provide $200 million to continue land and historic preservation.
Pictured, left to right, are: Eric Stiles of the New Jersey Audubon Society, Dennis
Miranda of the Rahway River Association, Union County freeholder Angel Estrada,
Ms. Kowalski, Amy Hansen of the New Jersey Conservation Foundation, Jonathan
Phillips of Groundwork Elizabeth and Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage.

County, ‘Green’ Activists
Seek Passage of Initiative

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROSELLE – Two Union County
freeholders joined representatives
from the New Jersey Audobon Soci-
ety, New Jersey Conservation Foun-
dation, Rahway River Association
and Groundwork Elizabeth in seek-
ing voter approval of the Green Acres,
Farmland, Blue Acres and Historic
Preservation Bond Act of 2007 on
the November 6 General Election
ballot.

The fund, ballot question No. 3,
would replace the nearly exhausted
Garden State Preservation Trust Fund,
a 10-year funding source approved
by voters in 1998. The source funded
new acquisitions and preservation
programs.

If approved, the referendum would
raise $200 million as a temporary
funding source “to continue land and
historic preservation statewide and in
Union County,” according to a press
release issued at last Thursday’s press
conference.

According to The Keep It Green
Campaign, sponsored by the Out-
door Recreation Alliance, the bond
act would designate $109 million for
the Green Acres program for open-
space preservation and park develop-
ment, $73 million for farmland pres-
ervation, $12 million for the Blue
Acres program and $6 million for
historic preservation.

The Outdoor Alliance is a coalition
of more than 90 organizations sup-
porting the initiative to renew fund-
ing for preservation efforts in New
Jersey.

Another $45 million would be used
for acquisition and park development
by the state, $55 million for grants
and loans to local governments and
$9 million for matching grants to
non-profit groups.

Ms. Kowalski described
Warinanco Park, on the Elizabeth-
Roselle border, as “one of the most
outstanding examples of urban land
preservation on the eastern sea-
board.”

She said the county parks system
was begun some 80 years ago with a
push by “a few dedicated people”
who helped put a referendum on the
ballot that led to the creation of a
county parks commission.

“Today, we are still fighting to
save land. We have more than tripled
the 2,000 acres of Union County’s
parks system,” Ms. Kowalski said.
She urged “every New Jersey voter
to say ‘yes’ on public question No.
3.”

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
said 46 acres in Elizabeth have been

preserved over the past few years,
including soccer, baseball and foot-
ball fields and outdoor recreational
facilities.

“Voting ‘yes’ on question No. 3 is
going to allow New Jersey to pur-
chase low-line flood-prone areas
(through the Blue Acres program).
Voting ‘yes’ will enable the preserva-
tion of New Jersey’s farmland, allow-
ing residents to continue the Jersey
Fresh that we have here in the City of
Elizabeth on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days of every week,” Mayor Bollwage
said.

He said passage of the referen-
dum would also allow “the preser-
vation of New Jersey’s rich and
important historical heritage” and
would help protect the state’s envi-
ronment.

Dennis Miranda, executive direc-
tor of the Rahway River Association,
said, “After 50 years…[New Jersey’s]
Green Acres program continues to be
one of the most popular programs in
the State of New Jersey [that] ben-
efits all of us.”

He said “more needs to be done” in
preservation efforts, including “re-
storing wildlife habitat at Brightwood
Park in Westfield,” developing a but-
terfly garden in Rahway and restor-
ing habitats such as “bird watching
and nature observation” in the
county’s urban parks.

Eric Stiles, vice president of con-
servation and stewardship of the
Audobon Society, called the referen-
dum “a question of values.”

“Nature in New Jersey is not some-
thing that we watch on the Discovery
Channel,” he said, noting that parks
“shape the values of our families, the
values of our children and the fabric
of our businesses.”

Mr. Stiles said wildlife-related tour-
ism in the state is a $3.8-billion in-
dustry. He called investments in ur-
ban areas a “fundamental right” and
“not a privilege” for all citizens.

“Voting ‘yes’ on ballot No. 3 al-
lows us to put our money where our
mouth is,” he said.

Jonathan Phillips, executive direc-
tor of Groundwork Elizabeth, called
New Jersey a “dense state” and said
that “open space is a need that we all
have.” He told The Leader/Times the
ballot question affects the Elizabeth
River Trail, the banks of the Eliza-
beth River and Apple Tree Park
projects.

He called the referendum “a stop-
gap measure” until more stable fund-
ing develops.

Amy Hansen, a policy analyst with
the New Jersey Conservation Foun-
dation, added, “After Election Day,
we are going to be back pounding the
pavement for a long-term source of
funding” for the Garden State Preser-
vation Trust Fund.

According to Mr. Stiles, part of
the $200 million would help groups
like the Conservation Foundation
preserve state farmland through the
purchase of development rights from
farmers.

More information on the referen-
dum is available at njkeepitgreen.org.
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The American Dream
is alive and well in our communities

Mortgages / Re-Financing / Home Equity Lines & Loans

Here’s
$250

to get you
off to a

great start.*

By now we’re sure you’ve all heard about the sub-prime mortgage crisis

and people struggling to keep up with their payments.  It’s a shame.

If only the lenders and brokers offering those mortgages were more

interested in what mortgage was right for the customer, and not just

making another sale.

We’re a real community bank, and the last thing we would ever do

is push you into a mortgage that’s not right for you. After all, we’re

rooted in the community and look forward to you being a  valued

customer for years to come.

We’ll be with you every step of the way so the process is simple.

You’ll get a great rate with no surprises, and you’ll feel comfortable

knowing you made the right decision.

PRESENT COUPON AT THE TIME OF MORTGAGE APPLICATION. *Rebate of bank fees up to $250.00 to be paid at settlement.

Loans must close by March 31, 2008. Rebate offer expires February 29, 2008.

You deserve a real community bank.

knowledge is power.

   read candidate bios.
   learn the issues.
   watch the videos.

goleader.com/07election

Board of Adjustment Seeks
More Info. on Land Sale

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — At its meeting
Monday, the town’s board of adjust-
ment heard the introduction of an ap-
plication to re-draw site lines for the
Westfield Hall property along Boynton
Avenue and Laurel Place in prepara-
tion for a sale of a portion of the land.

The L-shaped lot currently houses
two houses of worship for the Ply-
mouth Brethren religious organiza-
tion, which has members in Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood, Scotch Plains
and Plainfield. The application met
concerns from board members, and
the church withdrew it.

However, the church plans to re-
submit the application in the future.
According to Robert Kraus, the attor-
ney for the church, the group plans to
sell the larger portion of the lot.

“We will be back to address the
concerns of the board,” Mr. Kraus
said. “We look forward to presenting
more information to move the appli-
cation along.”

The Plymouth Brethren currently
own two buildings on the lot that are
used for religious meetings – a one-
story brick building that faces Boynton
Avenue and a smaller brick building
on Laurel Place. The two buildings
share an odd-shaped parking lot.

The church seeks to re-draw the
site lines for the parking lot to create
two rectangular lots and sell the larger
building and parking area. The board
raised concerns with the sale of the
building and the future impact on the
parking capacity.

“We can’t look into a crystal ball
and see who will purchase the build-
ing and how they will use it,” Board
Chairman William Heinbokel said.
“It is a difficult legal issue with pro-
tected-use properties.”

The board denied an application to
build an in-ground pool and expand a

garage at 1031 Wyandotte Trail.
Homeowners Cathy and Steven Tabak
said they were disappointed that their
application was denied and did not
plan to resubmit a new one.

Builder Ralph Rapuano successfully
asked the board to approve a new
home at 953 Wyandotte Trail, which
he said would replace the existing
structure with one of equal size.

The board approved an application
to construct a side porch on a home at
307 Woods End Road and a second-
floor addition at 729 Coolidge Street.
It approved plans to convert a porch to
a finished room at 420 Birch Avenue.

DWC Resurrects Rialto
Theatre Barricade Project

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Monday
evening’s meeting of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation Board saw the
pedestrian barricade in front of the
Rialto Theater returned to life. Also,
the DWC agreed to aid the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield with a new
fence around part of the Revolution-
ary burial ground and to assist a North
Avenue property owner with façade
improvements.

The pedestrian barricade project
had been abandoned when Union
County voiced its disapproval of the
project. DWC officials said the goal
of installing the barricade is to im-
prove safety by preventing pedestri-
ans from crossing East Broad Street
and stopping passenger drop-offs in
front of the theater.

Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the DWC, said that over time, she
learned that the county only had right
of refusal if the project were done on
county land (which includes the curb).

She said county personnel had ob-
jected to simultaneously executing
the traffic light project at the ends of
Central Avenue and Mountain Av-
enue, since completed, while also
adding the pedestrian barrier in front
of the theatre.

Mrs. Cronin had also recently re-
ceived data on accidents in the area.
The DWC board voted to refer the
project to the town council’s public
safety committee. Councilman Sal
Caruana, liaison to the DWC, also
asked that they solicit a written state-
ment from the county noting that it

does not object to the project.
The cemetery project is a historic

preservation effort being organized
by the Presbyterian Church. It in-
cludes gravestone preservation,
grounds maintenance, and replace-
ment of the fence.

DWC board member Lee Hale is
heading up the church’s effort and
has raised $90,000 of the $100,000
goal for the first stage of this long-
term project. The DWC agreed to
assist with the costs of replacing the
fence, noting that it would improve
the appearance of drift way and the
attached parking area.

The board also agreed to assist the
owners of 226 North Avenue West,
home of the New Jersey Table Tennis
Club, with façade improvements.
Most of the improvements will be
done to the upstairs, including new
aluminum-framed windows to replace
the current steel-framed windows,
which had completely disintegrated
in areas, officials said. The project,
which is already underway, includes
reattaching the cornice and cleaning
and re-pointing the brick façade.

The DWC approved a grant for Fit
Activewear in the Rialto Building for
façade improvements. These grants
use up the remaining façade funds in
the 2007 budget, DWC officials said.

there’s always
more fun at

goleader.com


