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SP Council Slates Soccer-Field
Bond Ordinance Hearing at SPFHS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will hold a public hear-
ing next Tuesday, October 23, at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
on a $1.9-million bond ordinance that
would fund the construction of a new
soccer field behind the southside
firehouse at the corner of Martine
Avenue and Raritan Road.

Expecting a large crowd, the coun-
cil will hold what Mayor Martin Marks
said would be the governing body’s
first off-site meeting in his recollec-
tion because of the “intense interest”
the proposed project has generated.

At its regular meeting on October
9, the council voted unanimously to
introduce the bond ordinance, which
would finance a 70-foot by 110-foot
artificial-turf, lit field to be situated
alongside Martine Avenue, with a new
50-space parking lot to be built east

of the firehouse and accessible from
Raritan Road. There would also be a
small playground and storage and
restroom building next to the field.

As a result of discussions with
neighborhood residents earlier in the
year, officials said they reduced the
proposed parking lot by 15 spaces,
reduced the size of the new building
and added two additional light stan-
chions to reduce light spillover. In
addition, they swapped the planned
locations of the building and the play-
ground and situated the bleachers on
the eastern side of the field. Tree
buffers and a fence line would also be
added, they said.

As he did during a discussion of the
project in July, Councilman Kevin
Glover raised concerns about where
the money to pay off the bond would
come from and what its impact would
be on taxpayers.

“We have open-space [trust] funds
that will enable us to build it with no
effect on the taxpayers,” he said. Mayor
Marks had said in July that it was

likely that a “substantial portion” of
the bond would be financed by the
trust fund, but this week he refused to
commit to fully funding the bond with
those monies, noting that other projects
are also slated to be financed with
open-space funds. That fund, which
was approved by township voters seven
years ago, “is not an endless source of
dollars,” the mayor said.

See additional council discussion
on the matter on page 12.

In other business at its October 9
meeting, the council approved a reso-
lution awarding a $21,000 contract to
RBA, a Morristown-based architec-
tural firm, to develop conceptual de-
signs for a new senior-citizen and
community center at Scotch Hills
Country Club.

RBA will develop designs for a new
building to replace the existing facility
at the township-owned country club
and submit them to township officials
before the end of the year. If the council
approves and funds the project, esti

SP, FW Schools See Increases
In Cases of Student Violence

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District re-
ported 39 cases of violence during
the 2006-2007 school year, an in-
crease from 29 incidents from the
2005-2006 school year, according to
Thomas Beese, director of special

services.
During his report to the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
last Thursday, Mr. Beese said last
year the district reported 10 fights, 11
reports of harassment/bullying, six
threats and 12 simple assaults.

In both 2005-2006 and 2006-2007,
he said, there were eight reports of

vandalism. Reports of weapons in-
creased from four in 2005-2006 to
seven when there was a report of a toy
gun, five incidents of pocketknives
and one BB gun incident. Mr. Beese
said the weapons were not brought to
school “with the intent to hurt some-
one.”

Substance-abuse reports decreased
from seven incidences in the 2005-2006
school year to five last year, including
three cases of marijuana, and one each of
alcohol and cocaine. Combining these
categories, there was an overall increase
of 11 incidences from the previous school
year, Mr. Beese said.

While there was an overall in-
crease, Mr. Beese said, “We’ve been
running very safe schools.” He said
the district always makes occur-
rences public and never hides them
from parents.

“I take pride in the fact that we do
report all of our incidences,” he said.

Mr. Beese said the district has be-
come “much more diligent in ad-
dressing bullying issues.”

The school board named the week
of October 15-19 “School Violence
Awareness Week.”

PTA Council Vice President Karen
Kulikowski announced that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council would
host a “Gang Awareness Presenta-
tion” on Monday, October 22, at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
as part of its fall education forum.
Lieutenant Edwin Torres from the
New Jersey Department of Correc-
tions will lead the event, which will
begin at 7:30 p.m.

“A few parents who had already
seen Lt. Torres at a PTA training
event earlier in the summer thought
the other parents in the district would
benefit from hearing Lt. Torres and
learning about gang awareness,” Ms.
Kulikowski told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

“As our children get older they like
to go out with their friends [without
their parents] and go to malls, movies
and other out-of-town events that may
bring them through other neighbor-
hoods and unfamiliar areas. The par-
ents want to know what to watch out
for and to make sure our children are
safe when they venture away from
home,” she said.

SP-F School District Sets
Objectives for State Tests
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assistant Su-
perintendent of Schools Madeline
Meyer presented the Quality Annual
Assurance Report at last Thursday’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education agenda meeting, announc-
ing eight proposed objectives for the
2007-2008 school year.

According to Ms. Meyer’s slide pre-
sentation and handout, the first objec-
tive asked that 85 percent of second
graders (Brunner, Coles, Evergreen,
McGinn and School One) score a 2 or
higher on a district-modified New Jer-
sey Assessment of Skills and Knowl-
edge 0-to-3-point rubric by June 2008.

She said this would include “writ-
ing, comprehending and responding
to text.” Similarly, by 2008, 85 percent
of all first graders would accurately
record observations in a science jour-
nal, using diagrams and illustrations.
In grades 3 and 4 at Evergreen School,
the percent of students scoring ad-
vance proficiency in language-arts lit-
eracy would meet or exceed the DFG
1 (District Factor Group), as measured
by the NJ ASK for those grades.

For eighth-grade students at Terrill
Middle School, the district asked that
the number of students scoring ad-
vance proficiency in language-arts
literacy meet or exceed the DFG 1 as
measured by GEPA (Grade Eight Pro-
ficiency Assessment).

The district has set a 5-percent-
increase objective (from 2006) for
seventh graders at both Park and Terrill
Middle Schools for the number of
students scoring proficient or above
in mathematics on the NJ ASK 7.

All grades at Park and Terrill have
an objective to achieve the No Child
Left Behind AYP (Adequate Yearly
Progress) for all subgroups. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School has two
objectives. The first objective is to
increase the percent of 10th graders
scoring Advanced Proficient in math
and language arts on the NJ PASS
(Proficiency Assessments of State
Standards) by 5 percent when held
against the ninth-grade 2007 scores.

The second objective calls for the
entire 11th-grade population to
achieve the new NCLB AYP bench-
marks for all subgroups.

Last year, the district proposed nine
objectives. According to Ms. Meyer’s
slide presentations and handout, the
first focused on meeting or exceeding
the DFG 1 percent for Advance Profi-
ciency in Language Arts Literacy as
delineated by NCLB. The Brunner
School fourth grade achieved that, while
Evergreen (grades 3 and 4) and Terrill

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOCKMEISTER…Jack Panosh of Scotch Plains cares for the 1886 E. Howard
town clock in Westfield in the tower of Westfield’s First United Methodist
Church. With his care, the intricate mechanisms continue to provide accurate
time, making it one of a few of its kind still operating. Mr. Panosh and the physics
of the clock are the subject of an upcoming video to be aired at goleader.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FW Board Raises Concerns
Over Proposed Subdivision

By WILLIAM VOGT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board reviewed plans Monday
night for a proposed subdivision at 36
Stagaard Place. If approved by the
board, architect Jim Hurtado plans to
construct two duplexes that would
house four families.

Mr. Hurtado said he has the neces-
sary sketches and blueprints but said
he did not present them to the board
because he has not yet filed an official
application with the borough.

Board members told Mr. Hurtado
said they had a number of concerns
they would like addressed before he
submits the proposed subdivision to
the board.

After Mr. Hurtado said similar sub-
divisions to his have been approved
on nearby South Avenue, various
members expressed their individual
concerns.

Board member Kevin St. Onge told
Mr. Hurtado that the issue was not the
size of the property, but the shape of
the subdivision.

“Your property is a long, thin rect-
angle [lot]. I’m worried about the
‘proportionality’ [of the subdivision],”
he said.

Mr. St. Onge added that “towns across
the state” have been using this “propor-
tionality” in determining subdivisions.

Board member John Celardo said,
“Stagaard Place is a small, narrow street.
Adding four more families will increase
the amount of people and cars. My
concern is about the density [of the
population on the street],” he said.

In other business, the board de-
cided it would hold a hearing of a
major subdivision on 277 and 243
Midway Avenue by applicants Donald
and Debbie Close.

The Closes want to build three single-
family homes, replacing two current
homes on the property, and have re-
quested four bulk variances (three for
the lot width and one for lot frontage)
and a conditional-use variance.

After its regular meeting next
Wednesday, October 24, the plan-
ning board will have its next agenda
meeting on November 19.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUICK RESPONSE...The Union County patrol unit of 10 officers demonstrates
how the new response team will provide swift, lifesaving assistance to local police
in an emergency at a demonstration in Westfield on Tuesday.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Charlie Brown’s Unveils
New S. Plains Restaurant

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nine months
after an early-morning fire destroyed
the landmark Charlie Brown’s on
North Avenue, company and elected
officials cut the ribbon on the newly
constructed 200-seat restaurant on the
same location.

“It was a tragedy when we lost it in
January, and we are very happy that
we were able to rebuild it…and get it
open in October,” said Charlie
Brown’s chief executive officer
Russell D’Anton. “We are very happy
to get it back up and running.”

He said the Scotch Plains estab-
lishment was one of the oldest the 40-
year-old steakhouse chain operated.
Mr. D’Anton said the restaurant’s
design is “one of our newer proto-
types,” with around the same square
footage as the previous restaurant.

“It’s kind of a new generation of
Charlie Brown’s,” he said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
helped officials cut the ribbon to mark

the opening of the restaurant.
“Here we are just a few short months

later, and we have a phenomenal build-
ing, a phenomenal establishment res-
urrected from the ashes. I couldn’t be
happier that it’s all worked out. I
think the best two words to sum it up
are ‘welcome back,’” the mayor said.

Joe Nagy of Fanwood said he was
impressed that the restaurant used a
number of historical pictures from
Fanwood to decorate the walls of the
restaurant.

“They did a magnificent job,” he
said. “We are very proud.”

Scotch Plains board-of-adjustment
member Rich Duthie said he believes
the township “made a good decision
in keeping this area historic.”

After board members expressed
opposition to the initial design of the
new restaurant, Mr. Duthie said Charlie
Brown’s agreed to go with a different
format. The board set up a committee
to help move the application while
meeting the goals of the township.

Karen Clarkson for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOU’RE A GOOD RESTAURANT, CHARLIE BROWN’S…The new Scotch Plains Charlie Brown’s building stands
where the old restaurant had burned down. Inset, news articles and photographs depicting the fire that destroyed the original
restaurant and the efforts to construct the new structure. See story below.

Karen Clarkson for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEMS JOIN FORCES...Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22) of Fanwood
poses with Westfield Town Council candidates at Aquavita Restaurant in Westfield
Tuesday night. Several dozen area supporters attended the affair to prepare for
Election Day. Mrs. Stender is up for re-election to her Assembly seat on November
6. Pictured, left to right, are: first-ward candidate Ross Katz, second-ward
candidate Bruce Regenstreich, Kenneth Rotter, chairman of the Westfield Demo-
cratic Committee, and Mrs. Stender.

Karen Clarkson for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME BACK…The inside of the new Scotch Plains Charlie Brown’s
contains the same square footage as the previous restaurant with booths and
tables, a bar and large salad bar. The restaurant is tentatively set to open Sunday
night for dinner.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Candidates
Forum Update

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Candi-
dates Forum, sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the League of
Women Voters, will be held on Monday,
October 22, at 8 p.m. at Fanwood Borough
Hall at 75 North Martine Avenue.

Participating in the forum are those
seeking election to the two seats up for
grabs on the borough council for terms
of three years each. Republicans An-
thony Parenti and Joel Stroz oppose in-
cumbent Democrats William Populus
and Katherine Mitchell.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, runs unopposed for reelection
as mayor for another four-year term. Ac-
cording to the rules of the League of Women
Voters, Mayor Mahr will not participate in
the forum, as she is uncontested.

There are no municipal elections in
Scotch Plains this year.

The public can attend and can submit
questions for the forum in advance by e-
mail to editor@goleader.com.

Fanwood TV35 will air the forum live
and replay the telecast several times
prior to Election Day,  November 6.

Times reporter Fred Rossi and Merry
Wisler of the League of Women Voters
will moderate the forum.

View candidate biographies and video
at goleader.com/07election.


