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Westfield Council Candidates Discuss
Spending, Development, Safety

BY MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Demo-
crats and Republicans squared off at
Sunday’s 2007 Candidates Forum,
with Democrats claiming fiscal irre-
sponsibility on the part of the current
Republican-led council and Republi-
cans touting their records on matters
from overdevelopment to traffic
safety.

Republican incumbents Jo Ann
Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and Jim
Foerst – representing wards two, three
and four, respectively – debated
Democratic challengers Bruce
Regenstreich, Matt Sontz and Lenore
Scurry at Sunday’s forum, which was
sponsored by The Westfield Leader
and The League of Women Voters.

Vying for the open first-ward seat,
Democrat Ross Katz sparred with
Frank Arena, who replaced current
councilman Peter Echausse on the
GOP ticket after Mr. Echausse de-
cided not to seek re-election.

Beginning the debate, Mr. Arena
said traffic congestion in and around
the first ward, specifically near
Roosevelt Middle School, Franklin
Elementary School and the Y, was
“very important and near and dear to
me.”

He said the current council, through
the work of Mr. Ciarrocca, has iden-
tified traffic hot spots, which have led
to increased safety measures: “We
have put plans together to make sure
the problem is identified and the so-
lution has taken place.”

Responding, Mr. Katz said, “We
all pretty much know the hot spots in
town that need to be addressed, as
well as the issue of teardowns. It’s
time for action. The time for plans has
come and gone, and we have to start
acting.”

Ms. Neylan said all hot-spot sug-
gestions and eventual implementa-
tions have come with the input of the
neighborhood. She said the Citizens’
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee
sees to it that “there’s no chance of
something coming into the neighbor-
hood that’s not desirable by the people
who live in the area.”

Addressing what moderator Fred
Rossi of The Westfield Leader termed
a “gateway” into town from Clark,
Mr. Ciarrocca said Union County is
conducting design work on Central
Avenue that the county expects to
complete in February 2008.

He said “measures would be taken”
to “improve the flow of traffic” on
Central Avenue, thereby alleviating
congestion around Jefferson Elemen-
tary School on Summit Avenue and
Boulevard.

His opponent, Mr. Sontz, joked that
third-ward residents “only opened the
door because they thought I was a
student selling candy.” He assured
everyone in the audience, “I’m 30
years old. I’m not doing this as a
high-school project.”

He said, “Speeders are running ram-
pant in the third ward of Westfield,
and they’re a danger to our families
now…Designating one hot spot ev-
ery two years is simply not enough.”

Mr. Sontz referenced a motorcycle
accident that occurred at the intersec-
tion of Boulevard and Clifton Street
during the summer, calling for the
town to “step up” its police enforce-
ment in that vicinity. “We can’t wait
for more studies,” he said.

Mr. Ciarrocca later responded to
Mr. Sontz’s claim, saying, “The state-
ment that all we do is one hot spot a
year is simply incorrect.” Mr.
Ciarrocca used Doris Parkway and
Jefferson School as examples in which
the council has addressed problems

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Applicants Propose Cell Tower at
Cranford Swim Club on WF Border

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A standing-room-
only crowd attended Monday night’s
Cranford planning-board meeting as
Cranford and Westfield residents
came out to protest a proposed 130-
foot cell-phone tower at the Cranford
Swim Club, a three-acre area border-
ing Westfield.

Residents voiced concerns from
property values, danger to wildlife,
health issues and aesthetics.

Engineer Daniel Collins, speaking
on behalf of the applicants – Verizon
Wireless, Omnipoint Communica-
tions, AT&T (formerly Cingular Wire-
less) and Sprint – gave testimony
regarding radiofrequency compli-
ance. According to his calculations,
the worst-case scenario of
radiofrequency emissions from the
monopole is approximately seven-
tenths of 1 percent of the Federal
Communication Commission (FCC)
limit. He said the proposed cell tower
is 141 times below the FCC limit.

Board Attorney David Weeks said

since the applicants comply with FCC
standards, the board could not turn
down the application on that reason
alone. Nevertheless, residents spoke
after the testimony to ask questions.

Kurt Krause of 20 Pittsfield Street
in Cranford asked about the potential
hazard to migrating birds flying into
the structure, considering the approxi-
mate 150-foot proximity of the wet-
lands and string of county parks.

“There are towers that can cause
problems with birds, but they are 300-
foot towers,” said Mr. Collins. “There
is no effect on animals.”

Verizon Wireless, Omnipoint Com-
munications, AT&T and Sprint seek
variances in their joint application for
the tower. According to the applica-
tion, the tower is 60 feet over allow-
able height restrictions.

A 14-foot setback from the prop-
erty line for the monopole and a 15-
foot setback from the property line
for the equipment compound, as well
as a 13-foot setback for the side prop-
erty line, are under the required 35
feet and 62.8 feet, respectively, in

Cranford’s building codes. The equip-
ment compound is 145-square feet
greater than the maximum 200 square
feet permissible under Cranford’s
regulations.

Civil engineer Anthony Suppa pre-
sented site plans for the applicants
that showed the tower at 246-feet
from the nearest house in Westfield
and 378 feet from the nearest resi-
dence in Cranford. However, he said,
it is 30 feet from the first property line
in Westfield, 13 feet from the parking
lot of the Cranford Swim Club and 25
feet from the first property line in
Cranford.

He said Omnipoint would occupy
the lowest point on the monopole at
100 feet. The tree level in the area is
about 75 to 85 feet, and cell towers
must have clearance of trees in or-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOING TO A CANDIDATES’ DEBATE...Incumbent Republican Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst, center, responds
to a question at the Westfield Candidates Forum, held this Sunday night. His Democratic challenger, Lenore Scurry, sits
at left, and Democratic third-ward candidate Matt Sontz sits at right.
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
CLOCKMEISTER…Jack Panosh of Scotch Plains cares for the 1886 E. Howard
town clock in Westfield in the tower of the First United Methodist Church. With
his care, the intricate mechanisms continue to provide accurate time, making it
one of only a few of its kind still operating. Mr. Panosh and the physics of the clock
are the subject of an upcoming video to be aired at goleader.com.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
QUICK RESPONSE...The Union County patrol unit of 10 officers demonstrates
how the new response team will provide swift, lifesaving assistance to local police
in an emergency at a demonstration in Westfield on Tuesday.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader
YOU’RE A GOOD RESTAURANT, CHARLIE BROWN’S…The new Scotch
Plains Charlie Brown’s building stands where the old restaurant had burned
down. Inset, news articles and photographs depicting the fire that destroyed the
original restaurant and the efforts to construct the new structure.

Charlie Brown’s Unveils
New S. Plains Restaurant

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nine months
after an early-morning fire destroyed
the landmark Charlie Brown’s on
North Avenue, company and elected
officials cut the ribbon on the newly
constructed 200-seat restaurant on
the same location.

“It was a tragedy when we lost it in
January, and we are very happy that
we were able to rebuild it…and get it
open in October,” said Charlie
Brown’s chief executive officer
Russell D’Anton. “We are very happy
to get it back up and running.”

He said the Scotch Plains estab-
lishment was one of the oldest restau-
rants the 40-year-old steakhouse chain
operated. Mr. D’Anton said the
restaurant’s design is “one of our
newer prototypes,” with around the
same square footage as the previous
restaurant.

“It’s kind of new generation of
Charlie Brown’s,” he said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
helped officials cut the ribbon to mark
the opening of the restaurant.

“Here we are just a few short months
later, and we have a phenomenal build-
ing, a phenomenal establishment res-
urrected from the ashes. I couldn’t be

happier that it’s all worked out. I
think the best two words to sum it up
are ‘welcome back,’” the mayor said.

Joe Nagy of Fanwood said he was
impressed that the restaurant used a
number of historical pictures from
Fanwood to decorate the walls of the
restaurant.

“They did a magnificent job,” he
said. “We are very proud.”

Scotch Plains board-of-adjustment
member Rich Duthie said he believes
the township “made a good decision
in keeping this area historic.”

After board members expressed
opposition to the initial design of the
new restaurant, Mr. Duthie said Charlie
Brown’s agreed to go with a different
format. The board set up a committee
to help move the application while
meeting the goals of the township.

“They came back with proper modi-
fications to retain the residential look
of this portion of North Avenue,” he
said. “We just knew that we had a
partner with their business and our
town. It worked out really well.”

The new restaurant is tentatively
scheduled to open for dinner Sunday
night, with lunch and dinner begin-
ning Monday; the restaurant needs a
few more approvals from the town-
ship.

Rec. Director Kaufmann Says
Pool Work ‘On Schedule’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Recreation Direc-
tor Bruce Kaufmann gave an update
on the renovation of Memorial Pool’s
main and kiddie-pool areas at the
town council’s meeting on Tuesday.

“The contractors are on schedule,”
Mr. Kaufmann said. “They will be
pouring concrete for the kiddie pool
on Monday…They are presently put-
ting in the main drains…Hopefully,
by the end of October, they’ll be
chuting concrete in the main pool.”

Sharon Stockwell of Nelson Place
asked the council about the removal
of trees at a construction site on Clark
Street “near the mouth of Edgewood
[Avenue].” She said before the struc-
ture was torn down, two large Ever-
green trees existed. In addition, she
said a town tree on an easement had
been removed.

Town Engineer Ken Marsh, who
acts as the town’s tree-enforcement
officer, said, “We are investigating
the situation now.” He mentioned that
“shortcomings” exist, whereby the

tree-preservation committee “can’t go
far enough” in enforcing its man-
dates. He specified that trees less than
six inches in diameter are “exempt”
from the tree-preservation plan.

Jim Baker of Lincoln Road read a
written statement and supplied a data
grid to support his assertion that the
town “missed a chance” at procuring
$150,000 in revenue by “procrasti-
nating in the conversion of parking
lot #8 near Trader Joe’s from permit
parking to customer/shopper-only
parking.”

Mr. Baker derived a “shortfall” of
between $131,800 and $150,000.

He also asked Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Jim Foerst to see the council’s
plan to address parking at Westfield
High School, suggesting the town
place the plan on its website.

Responding to the comment, Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said he, along with
multiple town officials, has begun to
meet regularly with the board of educa-
tion. The mayor thought it was “prema-
ture” to put the document on the website.

Mountainside Teachers:‘Stop
Dragging Feet on Contract’

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Borough
teachers dressed in red shirts de-
manded that the board of education
(BOE) stop “dragging its feet on a
new contract” at the BOE meeting
Tuesday night.

In a public meeting that ran from
7:30 to 11 p.m., members of the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) waited, held a walk-out and
then returned to address the board as
the BOE conducted a first reading on
66 policies, which lasted more than
two hours.

The BOE discussed the policies
without providing copies for the pub-
lic to look at or allowing public par-
ticipation.

“Clearly, they are playing with us.
I am here representing 106 members
who want to address the lack of a new
contract,” Deborah Weiss, MEA presi-
dent, told MEA members outside the
meeting room. “The board has cho-
sen to impose a new dental plan on
our members without negotiating this
issue during collective bargaining.
Our members are still working under
the terms of an expired contract, with
no raises.”

At the beginning of the meeting,
Ms. Weiss attempted to address the

board. However, John Perrin, BOE
president, told her to hold her com-
ments until the public portion of the
agenda because it did not pertain to
the executive session.

“It’s hard to understand these poli-
cies you are discussing without a copy
of the existing policies. Do you have
copies?” a member of the public asked
the BOE.

“We do not require public partici-
pation when the policy is on the table
for discussion. The public is only
welcome to discuss in crisis situa-
tions. The public is only welcome to
comment at the beginning and end of
the agenda,” Mr. Perrin said.

“Why are you reading through all
of these here then?” the member of
the public asked.

“We are required by the state to
discuss these publicly,” Mr. Perrin
said. He also said that the BOE has no
deadline to finish rewriting policies
and that it is something they do on a
continuous basis.

The BOE does not have to provide
the public with write-ups of the old or
new policies, he said. The old poli-
cies are available to the public, and
the new ones are not valid until the
administration approves them. “We
should have half of them done by

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BE ALL THAT YOU CAN BE…The Army National Guard drug program, based out
of Trenton/Mercer Airport, landed a helicopter on the grounds of Deerfield School in
Mountainside last Thursday. The guard helps local authorities keep drugs off the
streets of New Jersey. The landing coincided with Red Ribbon Week, which will start
next week and teach young children about the dangers of drugs and alcohol. CONTINUED ON PAGE 12


