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At Temple Emanu-El, Local Bands Raise Money for the ‘I Have a Dream’ Foundation
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A contingent of local bands de-
scended upon Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield on September 29 to raise
money for school children in low-
income areas.

“It went really well,” said Evan
Statton of the local four-piece rock
band Pick an Exit (top left). “The
bands did a good job of promoting

the event and selling tickets.”
The Westfield show raised $700

for the Plainfield-based “I Have a
Dream” Foundation.”

Brad Gerstle, the director of youth
programs at the temple, said, “It was
great to see kids in the local commu-
nity supporting their friends and the
cause.”

Pick an Exit have helped create and
promote the Rock for Dreams Project,

designed to allow youth to feel em-
powered to “affect meaningful
change” in their communities.

Rock for Dreams will book and
promote roughly 250 benefit con-
certs nationwide this year to raise
money for the “I Have a Dream”
Foundation, which runs long-term
support programs for students. Half
of the proceeds from each show will
be donated to the charity.

The tour is a collaborative effort
between Photobucket and Paperjam
records, a New Jersey label that fea-
tures Pick an Exit.

Paperjam Records will book and
promote concerts, all of which will
feature area bands looking to
strengthen communities and sup-
port widespread education.
Paperjam/Pick an Exit will then se-
lect four of these bands each month

for Photobucket to promote on its
site.

Speaking on the yearlong tour, Mr.
Statton said “it’s hit-or-miss” when
going out on the road.

“Some places know you; some have
never heard of you,” he said. “What
we find is that a handful of kids at a
given high school will hear our mu-
sic, and it spreads,” he said. “Yet, two
towns over, they’ve never heard of

us.”
He said the band would play

smaller venues.
“The overhead is less, and you

can pay the bands more. Also, if you
get 30 kids in there, it looks really
packed in terms of the atmosphere,”
he added.

Learn more about the band and the
tour at myspace.com/pickanexit and
rockfordreams.com.

Michael J. Pollack for The
Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Musical Club
Announces New Officers

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield announced its
new slate officers: Ellen Scariati,
president; Wendy Lin, vice president
of programs; Ben Baron, vice presi-
dent of auditions; Daniela Weiner,
treasurer; Elena Tinfow, secretary;
Anna Adamovitch, hospitality chair-
person; Nathanael Udell, publicist,
and Melvin Diep, historian.

The Junior Musical Club, a divi-
sion of The Musical Club of Westfield,
is a performing group of eighth grad-
ers through high-school instrumen-
talists and vocalists from Westfield
and nearby communities united by
their love of music.

Club meetings are held once a
month throughout the year. The first
club meeting of the season will be
held this Sunday at 7 p.m. at the home
of Ellen Scariati, located at 840

Cranford Avenue in Westfield.
The Junior Musical Club will present

an ensemble concert on March 17,
2008, at 7:30 p.m. and a senior recital
on June 9, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield. Both concerts
are free and open to the public.

Auditions for membership in the
Junior Musical Club are open to indi-
viduals in grades 8 to 12 who are
studying music.

Two pieces must be performed for
the audition committee – one piece
from the periods up to and including
Beethoven, and the other piece from
the Romantic or Modern periods.

The first audition of the season will
be held on November 7 at 7 p.m. at the
home of Ben Baron, 763 Boulevard
in Westfield. To audition, contact Mr.
Baron at (908) 233-4136.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

If it’s true that love and hate are
opposite sides of the same coin, then
director Robert Benton’s Feast of Love
misses a whole course. Where’s the
loathing? The best his philosophie
d’amour conjures is a little cut-rate
disdain. More pretentious than ambi-
tious, the fast-food-style attempt to
explain the indefinable is at best a
grandiloquent appetizer.

Yet the presentation is not entirely
without merit. Various servings of love
– unrequited, traditional and otherwise
– are portioned out in Lazy Susan-
fashion. A coffeehouse in the proxim-
ity of a Portland, Ore., university pre-
sided over by Greg Kinnear’s Bradley
Thomas, serves as commiseration cen-
tral and clearinghouse for the lovelorn.

Not exactly the sharpest tool in the
shed, poor Bradley gets a rude awaken-
ing early in the doings. His wife, it turns
out, is actually, well, you’ll see. None-
theless a perennially hopeful romantic,
he wears his fool in love badge quite
proudly. And after every failed romance,
he picks himself up, dusts himself off,
and dives right back into the fray.

Too bad he has the judgment of a
doorstop. Like kids at a Saturday
matinee anxious to warn the hero of
the villain sneaking up behind him,
with each new escapade we are wont
to yell, ‘No, not her! How do you
possibly run a successful business?
What are you thinking?’ While it’s
not much fun for him, his foibles in
love are the comedy relief.

A direct antithesis is the mad, des-
perate love affair that ensues between
Bradley’s young manager, Oscar
(Toby Hemingway), and Chloe (Alexa
Davalos), the coffee shop’s newest
employee. There’s no room or time
for self-effacing humor here. Oscar,
who lives with his violent dad (Fred
Ward), is trying to stay off drugs.
Chloe craves purpose.

Overseeing it all and available for
consultation at his regular table is
Harry Stevenson, professor of phi-
losophy. Portrayed by a once-again
endearing Morgan Freeman, his mar-
riage of over 40 years to Esther (Jane
Alexander) gives us the feeling that
he’s got this business of loving down
pat. Pity, there’s a sad asterisk to it.

Still, that doesn’t deter the concerned
observer/narrator from tendering a
regular patter of opinion, his more
pungent observations and worries
warmly saved for Esther. How the pair
relates to each trial and tribulation
inevitably confirms their seasoned
love. We wonder what it is about this
perfect picture that is flawed.

Our attentions are otherwise com-
mandeered by this gaggle of would-be
lovers who engage in bourgeoisie ver-
sions of peccadilloes once only the
province of Olympian Gods. There’s
irony, retribution and just desserts. But
for all the mess made, it’s too fastidi-
ously orchestrated: Boy-girl, boy-girl,
and, for political correctness, girl-girl.

That’s all well and good if you’re
doing made-for-TV or soaps. But if a
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Feast of Love: Not Enough
Food for Thought

movie is going to tackle the really big
quandary, as Feast of Love implies it is,
then pabulum-like analyses just don’t
cut it. Not that we seriously expect to
learn what no poet, songwriter or psy-
chologist has thus far been able to ex-
plain. At least dazzle us; get us thinking.

All the same, once you accept the
fact that earth-shattering divulgences
aren’t forthcoming, the assorted heart-
breaks do supply momentary gratifica-
tion. There are smattering moments of
insight, if not brilliance. And silly as it
may seem, we can’t help but wonder if
sad sack Bradley will finally get it right.

Fraught with premonitory uneasi-
ness, a less lighthearted curiosity at-
tends the sweet-but-troubled affaire
de coeur between Oscar and Chloe.
Mr. Benton, directing from Allison
Burnett’s screenplay, telegraphs a bit
too much. At any rate, it’s proof posi-
tive that there are several answers to
Cole Porter’s musical question, “What
is this thing called love?”

The problem is an inherent contra-
diction. While Feast of Love hopes to
be seen as painfully realistic, in its
heart there’s a lid for every pot. And
thus it is unrealistically hell-bent to
see every character go home with at
least a doggie bag, if not a significant
other. Unabashedly, castoffs are re-
cycled so that they may wind up as
someone else’s pet peeve.

It’s the stuff usually reserved for
supporting characters. You know…
the protagonists find the real thing.
Then, just for good measure, their
less important sidekicks/best friends,
a la Bruno Kirby and Carrie Fisher in
When Harry Met Sally (1989), hook-
up. But here, aside from Harry, al-
most everyone in the ensemble is
doled out leftovers.

It’s director Benton’s scattershot
attempt to explain how the human
version of what Darwin called natu-
ral selection works. Yet, those who’ve
been lucky enough to experience the
genuine article will agree that it can
only be described in the torments and
joys it causes us. And by that defini-
tion, Feast of Love offers a rather
limited menu.

* * *
Feast of Love, rated R, is an MGM

release directed by Robert Benton
and stars Morgan Freeman, Alexa
Davalos and Greg Kinnear. Running
time: 102 minutes.
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SP-F Music Boosters
Hold Clothing Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School  Music
Boosters Association will hold a cloth-
ing drive on Saturday, October 27, in
front of the high school from 8 to 11 a.m.

The event benefits students partici-
pating in the high school’s music,
marching band, chorus, color guard
and other fine-arts programs.

The drive seeks items such as wear-
able and usable clothing, shoes, belts,
handbags, linens and stuffed animals.

For more information, visit the
Music Boosters website at spfk12.org/
musicboosters.

Oratorio Singers Rehearsals
To Begin for Bach Concert

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-
ers, under the baton of conductor Trent
Johnson, will begin rehearsals of
Bach’s Mass in B minor this Saturday,
October 13, with a 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
workshop in the choir room at
Westfield’s First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad Street.

Participation is open to singers who
enjoy Bach’s music, can read and learn
a vocal score and would like to sing in
a chorus of 70 to 100 singers.

The workshop is designed to famil-
iarize singers with Bach’s work before
the regular rehearsal schedule gets un-
derway on Monday evenings from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m., starting October 15 and
continuing through November 19.

After a break for the holidays, the
rehearsal routine will resume on
Monday nights starting January 7,
2008, and continuing until the con-
cert at 3 p.m. on March 9.

Over the years, the mass has be-
come one of the best-loved concert
works from the Baroque era. The
work is scored for two soprano cho-
rus parts and calls for a strong and
able chorus with agile sopranos.

Because of its length and complex-
ity, the extended rehearsal schedule
should provide singers with ample
opportunities to learn and master their
individual parts.

There are no dues to join Oratorio

Singers, which for 28 years has been
a community chorus made up of sing-
ers from many faiths in the surround-
ing areas. Scores will be available for
purchase. Those who have their own
Barenreiter scores should bring them
to the workshop and rehearsals.

More information about Oratorio
Singers can be found on
westfieldnj.com/oratorio or by call-
ing (908) 233-4211, ext. 215 and
speaking to director Trent Johnson at
the First United Methodist Church.

Seeing the Dinner Party From
Hell Through Different Eyes
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Thanks to the gen-
erosity of the Springfield Lions Club,
The Theater Project in Cranford’s
Union County College has inaugu-
rated a series of audio-described per-
formances for the blind.

When invited to a specific perfor-
mance of the satiric play, Omnium
Gatherum, I wasn’t quite sure what to
expect.

On opening night, October 4, I got
to see and hear for myself just what
the assisted performance would en-
tail.

Along with the 22 sight-impaired
or blind audience members and their
fully sighted companions for the
evening, I placed an ear bud in my
right ear and wondered what would
happen next.

I was afraid that the audio
describer’s words would be a distrac-
tion. (I’ve never been able to under-
stand how the evening newscasters
can speak and listen to their produc-
ers feed them questions or informa-
tion in their ears.)

Dan, a young man who sat next to
me, explained that the audio-enhance-
ment could be as beneficial as one
wants it to be.

“I put in the earpiece, and if it gets
too much, I just sit back and listen to
the actors,” he shared.

The describer read the notes in the
playbill just before the play’s start.
She told us, “The play is language-
intense,” noting that she would pri-
marily give the physical actions of
the characters.

Characters’ outfits were described
at the very beginning, as well as the
dining room scene that remained con-
stant throughout.

After 10 minutes into the show, the
audio “interruptions” in my ear be-
came almost natural. “Suzie stands to
pour a glass of wine,” the describer
explained in dulcet tones. I soon for-
got the ear bud was there and settled
into the meat of the play.

And it was quite a dinner party that
The Theater Project threw at the
Cranford Campus of Union County
College. The 90-minute play is of-
fered with no intermission, under-
standably, to maintain the pace of the
party.

Seven guests have gathered in the
lavish New York City apartment of a
wealthy couple during the fall of 2001.
Their dinner conversation swirls
around the ills of the world in general
and America in particular. “Our spiri-
tual response to catastrophe is to
shop,” one character drolly specu-
lates. The catastrophe is 9/11.

The guests are a microcosm of the
world’s population. The hosts — an
upper-crust male-and-female couple
— welcome a gay male, Arab male,
black female, Asian female and
American fireman dressed in uniform.

Khalid, the Arab guest who is an
expert on Middle East relations,
projects what the world will be like in
the future. Stereotypes abound in this
one-act, one-set play.

Amid satiric jabs at the govern-
ment, vapidity of society, nuclear war
and political correctness, a helicopter
circles overhead and, from time to
time, exploding bombs are heard in

the distance.
Julia, the well-dressed black char-

acter, warns the other guests, “To find
meaning in life…we all should be
looking for it.”

Part of the not-so-subtle meaning
of the play unfolds early on when the
Martha Stewart-like hostess descends
through a trap door that belches hell-
ish smoke and red satin.

Playwrights Theresa Rebeck and
Alexandra Gersten-Vassilaros have
created a smorgasbord of items to
nibble on, and director Mark Spina
presents the repast with his usual
panache.

An ensemble play, the acting is
first-rate, combining the talents of
Equity and non-Equity Actors alike.

As the wine flows on stage, the
characters created by Shirine Babb,
Rick Delaney, Gary Glor, Chess
Lankford, Rebecca Moore, Kevin
Sebastian, Faisal Sheikh and Harriett
Trangucci morph into the essences of
their stereotypes.

Hostess Lydia’s surprise guest for
the evening forces the dinner guests
to grapple with some of the night’s
toughest questions. Jeff, an eyewit-
ness to the 9/11 tragedy, holds the
audience spellbound with his effec-
tive short tale of life and death.

At the play’s conclusion, Dan, my
new friend sitting to my right, grinned.
He stretched his legs and reached out
for Springfield’s former Lions Club
president Ken Mattfield, his driver
for the night.

“I’m glad I got to see this one,” Dan
said.

I’m glad he did, too.

Music Idol Sets October 25 Deadline
STATE – Rock’n Music Idol 2007-

2008 – a search for the state’s most
impressive musicians ages 7 to 17 in the
categories of guitar, bass, drums, keys/
piano, vocals and vocals/instrument –
set an October 25 deadline for receipt of
entry forms.

‘Idol’ splits the competition into three
age brackets – 7 to 11, 12 to 14 and 15 to
17. Winners will be selected in each bracket.
The winners of Rock’n Music Idol 2007-
2008 will write and record a professional

song, which will be produced on CD,
experience a professional photo shoot and
receive full press coverage.

After the competition, Rock’n Music
Academy will award multiple scholar-
ships to New Jersey high schools for higher
education in the area of music and arts.

There is a $20 entry fee for the com-
petition. Complete Rock’n Music Idol
2007-2008 information, including the
official entry form, is available at
RocknMusicAcademy.com.

Lamas Stars in Dracula
At Premiere Stages

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University continues its 2007 season
with a sexy and gritty revival of
Dracula, starring renowned film and
television star Lorenzo Lamas.

The adaptation, based on Bram
Stoker’s famous novel, promises to
be the most frightening and hypnotic
event of the Halloween season.

Dracula runs from Saturday, Octo-
ber 27, through Saturday, November
3, at Kean University’s Wilkins The-
atre, located at 1000 Morris Avenue
in Union. The play will be performed
on Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Sunday at 3 p.m. and Wednesday and
Saturdays at 2 and 8 p.m. Tickets
range from $15 to $25.

Patrons with a valid blood-donor
card receive “two-for-one” tickets.
To order tickets, call the Wilkins The-
atre Box Office at 908-737-SHOW
(7469) or visit kean.edu/
premierestages.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DINNER IS SERVED...Omnium Gatherum, The Theater Project’s “explosive
dinner party,” suggests a microcosm of the world after 9/11. Union County
College’s Professional Theater Company’s satiric play runs Thursdays through
Sunday matinees, ending October 21. See story at left.


