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MEET THE CANDIDATES
Colleen Mahr,  for Reelection

as Mayor of Fanwood

Last week, Fanwood’s Community
Police Alliance, Fanwood’s Police De-
partment, the mayor and council in con-
junction with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, hosted a presenta-
tion for our community about Megan’s
Law. It was a well-attended seminar held
at Park Middle School that residents of
both Fanwood and Scotch Plains attended.

Assistant Prosecutor Maureen O’Brien
spoke to all of us in attendance about what
Megan’s Law is, what its strengths are
and also what some of the weakness of the
law are. She was an eloquent speaker,
who handled this emotional subject with
great professionalism. As mayor I know
how vitally important it is to keep the
lines of communication open between
our residents and law enforcement.

The goal of that evening was to have
an open and honest dialogue on a topic
that effects everyone in our community
and we succeeded in doing that. I want to
thank those mothers and fathers who
made the time to attend the presentation.
I also want to thank those who were on
hand that night in support of the discus-
sion: Fanwood Chief Domanoski, Cap-
tain White, Lieutenant Trigo, Detective
Chin, Assistant Prosecutor Hook, De-
tective Sergeant Baum and Scotch Plains
Police Chief Brian Mahoney. By work-
ing and talking together Fanwood is a
stronger community for all of us. I en-
courage everyone to visit
www.fanwoodCPA.org to learn more
about the array of topics this wonderful
organization supports.

Kathy Mitchell’s concern for the role
of the Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission in preserving the historic
district comes about two- and-one-half
years too late.

In February of 2005, the Star Ledger
reported that Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr stood at a press conference in Tren-
ton with Susan Bass Levin, head of the
Department of Community Affairs and its
Smart Growth Division. They jointly an-
nounced that Fanwood applied for and
would receive a grant of $160,000 to imple-
ment a pilot program called Transfer of
Development Rights (TDR) that for the
first time would involve a historic district.

That press conference was the first time
any member of Fanwood’s Historic Pres-
ervation Commission had any knowledge
that Fanwood had applied for the grant.
There was absolutely no prior consultation
with the commission by either Mayor Mahr
or Kathy Mitchell who, ironically, is coun-
cil liaison to the commission.

That showed a blatant disregard for the
primary role of the commission. The com-
mission exists to protect the historic dis-
trict and should have had prior notice of
the application in order to evaluate the
merits of such a far-reaching untested
program.

After squandering $160,000 of New
Jersey taxpayer dollars, and with the

implementation far from being completed,
further discussion of the controversial
TDR program was declared to be “on
hold” at the July 2007 Fanwood Borough
meeting – without a formal resolution or
vote by the council. Two-and -one-half
years after TDR was launched, Kathy
Mitchell “discovered” one of the primary
roles of the historic preservation commis-
sion – to protect the historic district –
something it has been doing all along with
a historic preservation ordinance.

Don’t be fooled. The real beneficiaries
of this “Smart Growth” TDR program
will be land developers. The program will
provide these developers with the right to
build up to 242 high-density residential
units along the already heavily traveled
South Avenue. Contrary to the all-Demo-
crat council’s ploy of calling these high-
density residential units potential sources
of senior housing, the TDR program itself
provides no formal requirement for the
building of senior housing.

Moreover, developers will gain a loop-
hole, through TDR’s credit process, that
will permit them to avoid the ordinary
zoning restrictions and process – leaving
local residents powerless to stop high-
density development.

The time to stop TDR is now. Vote for
Tony Parenti and Joel Stroz on November
6 to make Fanwood better, not denser.

See history come alive on Saturday and
Sunday, October 20 and 21, as musicians,
actors, and historic re-enactors converge
on Union County for “Four Centuries in a
Weekend.” Choose from a wide variety
of sights and scenes at the 25 historic
places spread throughout the county —all
free of charge, and within a short ride
from where you live.

Among the special events, you can join
in a Revolutionary War-era drill with the
3rd New Jersey Regiment, chat with a
veteran of the Mexican-American War
about serving under Ulysses S. Grant as a
young lieutenant, or listen to the coura-
geous story of African-Americans fight-
ing for their freedom during the Civil
War, as told by soldiers in the 6th Regi-
ment United States Colored Troops. “So-
journer Truth,” the famed abolitionist,
will offer her compelling thoughts on
human rights, and “Eleanor Roosevelt”
will describe her experience of a world
torn apart by two wars.

You can also learn about old-time
baseball, or delve into the mysteries of
early arts, including paper silhouette
cutting. You can hear the ghostly voice
of Nitschke House, see the “Biggest Little
Wurlitzer” organ from the golden age of
vaudeville, and learn about the Native-
American tribes of this area.

This year, Four Centuries in a Week-
end includes a slate of special events
presented by talented and knowledge-
able historians, musicians, actors and re-
enactors, made possible by a 2007
HEART (History, Education, Arts,

For the foreseeable future, towns in
New Jersey like ours will continue to face
significant financial challenges. In
Westfield, our strategy to address this
issue includes a number of shared ser-
vices and cost-saving strategies.

As you may have heard, next year’s
Westfield’s assessment to our sewage
provider, the Rahway Valley Sewage
Authority, will increase by about $900,000
to help pay for upgrades that were man-
dated by a court order. We also expect
other items such as health insurance and
pension contributions to rise at rates sig-
nificantly higher than the cost of living.
On the revenue side of the ledger, we will
be lucky if our state aid, once again,
remains flat. Looking to save costs through
shared services is one of the ways that we
have focused on reducing the burden on
our taxpaying residents.

For the past year, I have been spear-
heading Westfield’s efforts with regard
to shared services. Westfield presently is
engaged in a number of service arrange-
ments. The best example of this is the
Westfield Regional Health Department,
which contracts with seven other munici-
palities to provide required health ser-
vices. This allows us to provide first class
health services while spreading the ad-
ministrative costs over eight towns.

You may also have noticed at the conser-
vation center this year that there was a sepa-
rate lane for Scotch Plains residents. Allow-
ing Scotch Plains to use our conservation
center fills the need of our neighboring town.
More importantly though, Westfield ben-
efited from this shared service arrangement
as the cost of permits for Scotch Plains
residents is twice the amount charged to our
residents. At the same time, however,
Westfield did not incur any additional cost,
as no staffing was needed at this site.

Westfield is a member of a number of
purchasing consortiums, which provide
the advantage of lower prices through

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Mark Ciarrocca, for Reelection
Westfield Town Council, Ward 3

bulk buying. We can purchase items at
state contract prices. We are also a mem-
ber of the Cranford cooperative, which
focuses on police and parking items.
Recently we were able to replace a
vehicle through the Cranford co-op at a
lower price than even the state contract
price.

We join with the county to purchase
items such as rock salt and natural gas.
Sometimes the price we get bidding out
alone is lower than any consortium. It is
important for Westfield to have all of
these options available so that we can
pick and chose to find the best price.

We will continue to increase our shared
services activities to reduce the reliance
on property taxes. Recently, I attended a
shared service conference at Kean Uni-
versity focusing on joint purchasing of
supplies. I was surprised that I was the
only elected official to attend, but that
reflects the importance that we have placed
on shared services. At this conference, we
discussed setting up an e-mail notifica-
tion system to improve communication
among all governmental entities about
new sharing opportunities.

I will ensure that we are leaders in
developing a shared bidding process for
other utilities such as electricity. Most
people are surprised to learn that towns
are responsible to pay the cost street light-
ing. For Westfield, that amounts to over
$200,000 per year. A cooperative bid
may result in significant savings.

I am committed to making sure that we
deliver improved municipal services
while, at the same time, finding creative
ways to do so in the most cost effective
manner. I look forward to continuing this
multi-pronged approach to increase
Westfield’s involvement in shared ser-
vices of many types. Please contact me if
you have any questions or comments at
(908) 233-1611 or visit me on the web at
mark2007.com.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Joel Stroz, Candidate for

Fanwood Borough Council

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Lori Majeski, Collector of Taxes of the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell at public auction on THURSDAY, OCTOBER
18th, 2007 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 9:30
o’clock in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be
adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons
whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total
amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 18th day of October 2007.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale.  Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid,  but in no case in excess of 18%. Payments for said parcels shall be
made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order
or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will  be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payment must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.), In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK  LOT QUAL OWNER LOCATION TOTAL DUE
00201 10 Cole, Alisha 1 Malanga Court $ 9,637.03
00503 16 Cioffi, John & Ann 1711 E. Second Street $10,537.82
00503 17 Cioffi, John Sr. 1707 E. Second Street $ 1,605.46
01101 07 PSRE  Holdings, LLC Et Al 435 Willow Avenue $ 2,870.46
02201 39 DiGuiseppe, Mauro 1957 Birch Street $ 7,890.84
02303 28 Baratucci, Antonio 1965 Portland Avenue $13,574.81
02601 01 DiNizo, Frank & Eileen 2053 Westfield Avenue $ 8,659.41
03101 03 Ford, William & Josephine 2 Azalea Court $ 8,193.38
03101 36 Cuesta, William 422 Pine Grove Ci $   278.91
03201 09 Margaritonodo, Steven & Stacy 515 Westfield Road $ 6,883.77
03902 03 Safi, Judy/Simpson, Alicia 185 Watchung Terrace $ 1,883.95
03905 21.01 223 Katherine St., LLC 211 Elm Court $ 2,593.71
03905 21.02 223 Katherine Street LLC 207 Elm Court $ 2,283.44
04302 08 Campanaro, Luis & Elia 528 Jerusalem Road $ 1,027.59
04401 14 West, Mary E. 4 Johnson Street $   624.88
04401 17 Spady, Connell & Diane 10 Johnson Street $ 2,960.95
04801 09 Northeast Developers, Inc. 182 Victor Street $ 9,276.97
04802 01 GRIG, Corp 2435 Route 22 $      91.26
06503 08 DiNizo, Romano & Juanita 2508 Plainfield Avenue $ 4,402.77
06601 03 Moseley, Hassan 6 Happel Court $ 6,522.80
07001 09 Garcia, Juan 2288 Redwood Road $ 4,462.15
07304 15 Riviere, Natasha 2409 Park Place $   409.16
08201 16 Schmiede, Martin & Liesleotte 2295 South Avenue $11,274.80
08704 03.01 Brown, Otis & Norma 1125 Lincoln Avenue $ 7,651.11
08902 06 Pappas, Scott C. & Kristie 2070 Jersey Avenue $ 3,641.25
09004 05 Searby, Sarah 2309 Elizabeth Avenue $ 2,084.43
09005 15 Espinoza, Manuel E. 2251 Newark Avenue $ 4,880.67
10602 03 223 Katherine Street, LLC 2150 Gallegher Avenue $ 4,094.82
11301 02.08 Gonzales, Richard & Janet 17 Pitching Way $ 7,256.99
11603 11.01 Fidalgo, David 2 Shirewood $ 4,152.07
12201 24.01 Ricciardelli, Michael & Allison 2 Dutch Lane $15,598.83
12201 25.20 Sorkin, Charles & Saundra 21 Rambling Drive $ 4,069.16
15302 02 Shanni, Stefan 1310 Cushing Road $ 6,902.67
15601 12 Hernandez, Ligia 1011 Locust Avenue $     22.48
16001 34 Iarrapino, Gail 14 Winchester Drive $    703.56

Lori Majeski
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 9/20, 9/27, 10/4 & 10/11/07, The Times Fee: $461.04

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 12, 1970, SECTION 3686,

TITLE 39, UNITED STATES CODE, SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT,
AND CIRCULATION OF THE TIMES AS OF SEPTEMBER 06, 2007.

Frequency of issues: Weekly.
Location of office of publication: 251 North Avenue, West, 3rd Floor, Westfield, Union

County, New Jersey.
The name and address of the publisher and assistant publisher are:
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.
David Corbin, Assistant Publisher, 30 Union Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.
The known corporation holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages,

or other securities are:
Watchung Communications, Inc. T/A The Westfield Leader/The Times, P.O. Box 250,

Westfield, New Jersey.
Horace R. Corbin, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.

Avg. No. Copies Actual No. Copies
each issue of single issue

during preceding published nearest
12 months to filing date

A. Total No. of Copies printed 2,103 1,900
(Net press run)

B. Paid Circulation
1.  Paid subscriptions mailed 1,224 1,211
3. Sales through dealers,  carriers,

street vendors and counter sales 252 147
C. Total paid circulation 1,475 1,353
D. Free distribution by mail

1. Nonrequested copies mailed 272 157
3. Nonreqested outside of mail 5 5

E. Total Free Distribution 277 162
F. Total Distributin (C+E) 1,752 1,515
G. Copies not distributed 251 385
H.  TOTAL (F+G) 2,103 1,900

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete.
The newspaper is widely circulated via HORACE R. CORBIN
timesnj.com and goleader.com Publisher

1 T - 10/11/07, The Times

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 12, 1970, SECTION 3686,

TITLE 39, UNITED STATES CODE, SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT,
AND CIRCULATION OF THE WESTFIELD LEADER AS OF SEPTEMBER 06, 2007.

Frequency of issues: Weekly.
Location of office of publication: 251 North Avenue, West 3rd Floor, Union County,

Westfield, New Jersey.
The name and address of the publisher and assistant publisher are:
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.
David Corbin, Assistant Publisher, 30 Union Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.
The known corporation holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages,

or other securities are:
Watchung Communications, Inc. T/A The Westfield Leader/The Times, P.O. Box 250,

Westfield, New Jersey.
Horace R. Corbin, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield New Jersey.

Avg. No. Copies Actual No. Copies
each issue of single issue

during preceding published nearest
12 months to filing date

A. Total No. of Copies printed 5,933 5,800
(Net press run)

B. Paid Circulation
1. Paid subscriptions mailed 4,434 4.383
3. Sales through dealers, carriers,

 street vendors and counter sales 685 673
C. Total paid circulation 5,119 5,056
D. Free distribution by mail

1.  Copies mailed 309 199
3.  Outside of mail 15 15

E. Total Free Distribution 309 214
F.  Total Distributin (C+E) 5,428 5,270
G. Copies not distributed 505 530
H. TOTAL (F+G) 5,933 5,800

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete.
The newspaper is widely circulated via HORACE R. CORBIN
timesnj.com and goleader.com Publisher

1 T - 10/11/07, The Leader

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
Wednesday, October 24, 2007, at 7:30
P.M. in the lower level meeting room of the
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Planning Board will hold a Preliminary
and Final Major Subdivision Hearing on
the application of the undersigned. The
property in question is located at 227 and
243 Midway Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey, also known as Block 10, Lots 27 and
28, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Donald and Debbie Close.

The applicants request major subdivi-
sion approval for three single-family resi-
dences where two single-family residences
now stand, with 3 bulk variances for lot
width and 1 bulk variance for lot frontage.
The applicants will also seek a conditional
use permit, and such variance and other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (Tues. - Thurs., 9 AM
- 2 PM) from the Secretary of the Planning
Board at the Administration Office of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey. In accor-
dance with the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act, any person that might require
special needs should be in contact with
the Planning Board office during normal
business hours so that their needs may be
addressed (visually, wheelchair bound,
etc).

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicants:
Donald and Debbie Close

Attorney for Applicant:
Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger
1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 10/11/07, The Times Fee: $42.84

who said he believed that the county
would not be on the hook, but he did not
appear to be sure exactly who could be.

The board moved forward anyway and
approved the ordinance with one sole
dissenting vote, from Freeholder Mapp.
When contacted by The Westfield Leader,
Ms. DeFilippo, voiced her chagrin re-
garding what had transpired saying “This
was much ado about nothing” and it was
“the authority’s role to finance the
project,” adding that Mr. Mapp as a CPA
should know that the county would not be
responsible for the debt, however, she
didn’t really say who could be.

The entire episode is somewhat alarm-
ing when one realizes that no one picked
up on the clue that this ordinance could
cause controversy when it was originally
inquired about in early September. Not a
single person with the exception of Mr.
Mapp questioned the wisdom of blindly
consenting to the improvement authority’s
assumed due-diligence when handling a
$7 million project without information
about what the project entailed. The ques-
tion is raised as to what else has the board
blindly approved, no questions asked?
Further it appears that coming to a meet-
ing familiar with what will be on the
agenda may be too much to expect. And,
doesn’t anyone have a copy of the
freeholder’s by-laws or Roberts Rules of
Order handy so they would know what
procedure to follow when diverting from
the norm, as it was obvious that the county
counsel was perplexed as well.

We don’t believe that this is any way to run
government. Every elected official should
understand and expect, insist if need be, to
have provided to them the requisite informa-
tion needed to make an informed decision.
Trusting in someone else’s assumed due
diligence can be considered risky at best
where large sums of money are concerned
especially when the details are scant and
blurry. The Republican candidates for free-
holder, Patricia Quattrocchi and John
Russitano, will hold themselves to a higher
standard believing that the residents of Union
County deserve nothing less.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Patricia Quattrocchi

 John Russitano
For Union County Freeholders

Following his veto of the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP), President Bush stated that the
government should help people find pri-
vate insurance. The President also advo-
cated for the industry of “private medi-
cine, not the federal government running
the health care system.”

Where are Republican values? SCHIP
is an invaluable federal program that pro-
vides health care funding for uninsured
children in need. How can the government
help parents find private insurance for
their children if it has no program in place?

More importantly, how can New Jer-
sey citizens stand by when their President
demands hundreds of billions of dollars
to endlessly send their sons and daughters
into war, while he vetoes spending $12
billion for five years to protect children
who are uninsured? It makes no sense.

I believe in taking a stand on issues
important to New Jersey, and raising my
voice in support of solving problems. That’s
why I’m asking the citizens of New Jersey
to find out where their elected officials
stand on SCHIP, and I support New Jersey’s
fight for the SCHIP program.

A New Jersey lawsuit filed by Gov-
ernor Corzine against the Bush admin-
istration follows similar litigation filed
by Arizona, California, Illinois, Mary-

land, New Hampshire, New York and
Washington.

When Governor Corzine filed the suit
on behalf of New Jersey’s uninsured on
October 1, he made a statement about
New Jersey Democrats’ values. The fed-
eral government needs to work with states
to expand health care opportunities, not
limit programs that are working.

I think the people of New Jersey should
know whether those running to represent
them in this year’s November election are
willing to be partners in affordable health
care, or opponents of programs for work-
ing families. The President’s failure on
SCHIP has left a big void in leadership on
affordable health care for all. It’s up to
state leaders to pick up the slack, and act
as a conscience to force our national lead-
ers to do the right thing when it comes to
making quality health care affordable for
families.

As a resident of the 21st Legislative
District, I’m concerned that my oppo-
nent, Tom Kean, Jr., will continue to fall
in line with each step of the Bush Admin-
istration, and not show the leadership
needed to protect New Jersey. Like Bush,
he’s voted down funding for stem-cell
research, and he’s touted the Bush Re-
publican line on other issues affecting
New Jersey’s citizens.

I want New Jersey to ask whether his
track record makes him the leader that
people want in Trenton because so far
he’s done nothing except follow where
President Bush has lead.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Gina Genovese, Candidate for

State Senate, District 21

What is a governing body to do when
they don’t know what to do? And what if
their hired legal counsel doesn’t know
what to do either?

Here in Union County, they proceed
with business as usual in the sixth floor
freeholder meeting room in Elizabeth.
Two weeks ago, the freeholders found
themselves in a bit of quandary when an
ordinance was presented for a second and
last time to be voted on and become
reality.

The Union County Improvement Au-
thority, under the directorship of Char-
lotte DeFilippo, also the chairman of the
Union County Democratic Committee,
asked the board to give its consent to
allow the authority to manage a loan
being made to a Plainfield non-profit for
a building project to the tune of $7 mil-
lion. It should be noted that at a Septem-
ber meeting, an alert resident questioned
this ordinance’s sudden appearance on
the board’s meeting agenda — asking for
an explanation; the inquiry went mostly
unaddressed.

One would think that someone on the
board would press for backup informa-
tion before the second reading of the
ordinance so that they could make an
informed decision on how to cast their
votes. However, this proved not to be the
case.

It has been reported that Freeholder
Adrian Mapp of Plainfield pressed the
issue by requesting that the ordinance be
tabled until further information could be
obtained, including who would be re-
sponsible for repaying the debt if the non-
profit were to default.

Freeholder Chester Holmes of Rahway
suggested they move ahead and get the
details in time for the second reading —
only to be alerted that this was the second
and final reading.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan of Elizabeth
indicated he was sure that the authority
had done its due diligence and therefore
should be trusted.

Freeholder Chair, Bette Jane Kowalski
of Cranford, deferred to county counsel

The fourth ward of Westfield is home
to some of the true gems of our town – our
parks and fields. As I seek to serve an-
other four years as your town council-
man, I will keep as a priority the contin-
ued improvement of our recreation facili-
ties. I will continue to work hard to up-
grade our passive and active parks but I
will do so only while continuing to be an
advocate for quality-of-life issues of the
neighbors that live near these facilities.

Chief among my accomplishments as
councilman has been the installation of
the turf field at Houlihan/Sid Fey fields.
This experience has been a great success,
resulting in increased playing time for our
children, added enjoyment for our fami-
lies and reduced maintenance. In addi-
tion, by successfully partnering with the
private sports leagues in town, we were
able to install the upgrades while offset-
ting the costs and keeping taxes in check.

We have completed updates to
Tamaques Park tennis courts and the up-
per playground area. Tamaques Pond has
been dredged, restocked with fish, and
the fountains reinstalled to promote not
only a bucolic setting but water flow that
promote a healthy and vibrant ecosystem.
The work on the pond area will be final-
ized shortly with the installation of a
toddler playground.

We are currently in the midst of a near
total renovation of Memorial Pool. This
project includes replacing the nearly 50-
year-old main pool and the outdated kiddie
pool area. It is funded solely by pool
membership fees resulting in no cost to
the taxpayers. By prudently bonding the
project through our pool utility, the mem-
bership fees will only increase modestly

over the next 10 years keeping the pool
one of the most affordable summer recre-
ation opportunities in the area. Also, with
this reinvestment in our infrastructure,
we guarantee that Westfield, for the next
50 years, will enjoy the same benefits we
have had for the last 50 years.

I have, and will continue to support, the
reallocation of four of our department of
public works employees to the recreation
department exclusively for field mainte-
nance. The pilot program implemented
this year has reaped tremendous benefits
for our youth. The results are visible in the
marked improvement in the quality, play-
ability and durability of our fields. By
reassigning our employees, we are pre-
serving the longevity of our fields, thereby
reducing the need for capital expense and
increased taxes.

Four years ago, our recreation facili-
ties were lagging behind other neighbor-
ing communities. I recall our fields being
described as “deplorable,” embarrassing,”
and “dangerous.” After working hard to
address this issue, we have seen great
improvement. At a recent council meet-
ing, a representative of a local sports
league thanked the town council by stat-
ing, “Our fields are the best they have
been in years.”

It has been my honor to serve the people
of the fourth ward for the last four years.
I hope that you have seen and felt the
improvements we have made and will
allow me to continue to serve as your
councilman by supporting me on Novem-
ber 6. For more information about my re-
election campaign, please visit
www.jim2007.com or call me at home at
(908) 233-3251.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
James Foerst Candidate for

Westfield Town Council, Ward 4

PUBLIC NOTICE
Thomas Gordon
19 Mendell Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

In the Matter of the Estate of Edward E.
and Mary A. Gordon, Deceased

To: Robert Gordon
825 Grandview Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT
on Friday, the 19 of October, 2007 at 1:30
pm, I shall apply to the Surrogate of Hudson
County, at his office in room 107 of the
Hudson County Courthouse-Administra-
tion Building, 595 Newark Avenue, Jersey
City, New Jersey, for the granting of letters
of administration ad prosequendum and
general administration to myself, or some
other fit person, of the goods, chattels and
credits of Edward E. and Mary A. Gordon,
deceased, late of Jersey City, in the County
of Hudson and State of New Jersey, who
died on or about December 8, 2001 and
July 16, 2003, intestate.

s/Thomas Gordon
1 T - 10/11/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Reaching, Thousands) grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

The HEART program supports and
amplifies the work of volunteer-run or-
ganizations. It’s a modest investment
that returns benefits many times over in
the form of cultural enrichment, partici-
pation in community life, and an in-
crease in Union County’s importance as
a destination for tourists and history
buffs.

In addition to offering a glimpse into
the lives of both famous and ordinary
New Jersey citizens who lived through
extraordinary times, this Four Centuries
Weekend also celebrates the 150th anni-
versary of Union County. And I would
like to honor the hundreds of present-
day volunteers who have made this pos-
sible.

The two-day event includes 25 sepa-
rate historical sites that are maintained
and run almost entirely by volunteers.
Most of these sites would not even exist
today except that communities rallied
around local treasures to save them from
the wrecking ball. Now they’re popular
attractions for area residents and tourists
alike.

Thanks to the foresight and initiative
of our fellow Union County residents,
you can walk the same grounds as our
forebears did hundreds of years ago.
With hosts at many sites in full period
dress, you can pass through the same
doors, visit the same rooms, and explore
the way people lived in times gone by.

The historic sites are in the following
places: Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Summit, Union, and Westfield. Several
sites will feature authentic period music
performed live by 18th century fiddlers,
a Victorian harpist, a barbershop quar-
tet, a virtuoso violist da gamba, and a
Gilded Age soprano, among others.

I’ve mentioned just a partial sampling
of the events you can enjoy this week-
end. For a full listing, please visit our
website at www.ucnj.org. It’s a great
opportunity to explore hidden corners of
Union County, and to take part in the
spirit of community service that makes
our area such a wonderful place in which
to live. Please come out and see the sites,
and join in the fun.

Union County Freeholder For Reelection

Bette Jane Kowalski
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