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Raider Soccer Boys Bombard
Irvington Blue Knights, 7-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

We’ll Find Out Saturday
If Dreams Do Come True

Back on the steamy summer day of
Aug. 28, 1963, Martin Luther King
had a dream. Well, he had the dream
before that day, but that day, on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C., he told the world
about his dream.

Among the many parts of his dream
that he talked about was where his
four children would be judged not by
the color of their skin by the content
of their character.

The other night, Bruce Raymond
Johnson had a dream, and it too was
about the content of a person’s char-
acter. Actually, he’s been having sev-
eral since late October 2004. Not
every night, but often. And some are
more a nightmare than a dream.

In the nightmare, it’s late in the
fourth quarter of a football game, and
the home team is leading 28-0 and
driving for another touchdown in the
closing minutes against an obviously
beaten-down opponent. The home
team has its starting team in the game
and is still throwing passes as the
clock ticks down (does this sound any-
thing like the end of the 2004 WHS-
Irvington game to anybody else?).

In the nightmare, the starting quar-
terback connects with a starting re-
ceiver for a last-minute touchdown
and the home team coach, apparently
not satisfied with a 34-0 lead against
a beaten-down foe, has his quarter-
back throw for a two-point conver-
sion — prompting an anonymous fan
on the visiting sideline to start shout-
ing obscenities across the field at that
coach. The conversion is successful
and the home team wildly celebrates
with high-fives and crazy dancing on
the sidelines.

In the dream, the score is 28-0 but
this time it’s my team that is driving
for another touchdown against an
obviously beaten-down opponent,
ironically the same team that’s in my
nightmares. There is less than a minute
to play and the defensive team has no
timeouts. With my team at the
opponent’s 1-yard line, our quarter-
back takes a knee, then another, then
one final knee as the clock winds
down to 0. He then takes the ball and
runs over and hands it to the Irvington
coach, shaking his hand. And my
team quietly walks off the field with
a nice big W.

(Truth be told, I would give away
my two beloved cats to have that
Westfield quarterback be somebody
like the Wilday brothers, Lowell
Higgins Sr., Jay Isbrecht, Charlie
Widmer, Jerry Hendershott, Bobby
Flynn, Doug Murphy, Freddy Byrne,
Mark Jackson, Bobby Jester, Rick
Baldwin, John Iglar, Lowell Higgins
Jr., Jay Factor, John Fox or one of the
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Daly brothers, and, as he hands the
ball to that other coach and shakes his
hand, says: “Here you go coach, take
this ball and shove it.” And it’s true
that I might also have dreamed what
would happen if somebody ran up a
score like that on a Les Zorge-coached
team. Clue: There would be no post-
game handshake line … and there
would be no NJSIAA Sportsmanship
Award for WHS for at least the next
decade after Zorge was led off the
field in handcuffs by the local gen-
darmes!)

And this isn’t just about some team
running it up on WHS. A couple of
weeks ago, the same coach of the
same team did the same thing to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Not satis-
fied with a hard-fought 34-20 victory
over the Raiders, he let his starters
score a touchdown and then try for a
two-point conversion with 18 sec-
onds left in the game. What, did he
have the “over” in that day’s over-
under betting pool? (Where are Terry
Morton, Joey Kolesar, Rudy Lanza
and the Jackson brothers when you
need them?)

To be sure, Irvington is a really
talented team and brings a 5-0 record
into Saturday’s 1 p.m. game at Kehler
Stadium. The Blue Knights are led by
quarterback Josh Evans, who has
made people quickly forget Osvaldo
Berjulet, the quarterback in my night-
mare.

Irvington has won the last three
meetings: 36-0 in 2004, 39-8 in 2005
and 17-0 last year. But WHS won the
previous three: 12-9 (two OTs) in
1997, 14-12 in 2000 and 42-13 in
2001. This will be the 25th meeting
between the two teams — the first
was way back in 1923 — with WHS
leading the series 12-10-2.

This is easily the most important
game in the history of the series, and
potentially the biggest (non-Scotch
Plains) football game at Kehler Sta-
dium since the 1998 Union game,
when WHS ended a long drought
against the Farmers with a 29-10 vic-
tory. WHS (3-1) is currently sixth in
power points for the North 2 Group 4
playoffs with 25, one less than
Phillipsburg and one more than Eliza-
beth, who have both played one more
game.

As this Den is being typed (Sunday
night), the forecast for Saturday is 62
degrees and possible showers, i.e.,
perfect football weather. As lineman
Eric Cartman said before the big South
Park Cows vs. Middle Park Cowboys
game: “It’s on. Oh, it’s on.”

THIS AND THAT
You could call it “Black Saturday.”

There were four varsity contests
scheduled last Saturday, and WHS

went 0-for-4!
A day after the girls soccer team

was upset by Somerville 4-2, the boys
soccer team dropped a 1-0 decision to
St. Joseph of Metuchen. The volley-
ball team lost tough matches to both
Eastern (26-24, 25-17) and East
Brunswick (25-23, 27-25) in a tri-
match, while the field hockey team
was dumped 5-0 by A.L. Johnson in
the opening round of the Union
County Tournament.

Ouch! But good competition is al-
ways helpful in the long run.

The boys soccer team did earn the
top seed in what promises to be a
wildly exciting Union County Tour-
nament. SP-F got the No. 4 seed,
behind Union and Elizabeth, so if
WHS meets SP-F it would be in the
semifinals not the final, which this
year will be on A.L. Johnson’s new
lighted and turfed field.

The girls soccer team got a second
seed, behind Summit and ahead of
Union Catholic, with SP-F at No. 4. If
both teams take care of business, as
you would expect, it could be another
Devils-Raiders final again this year.

A nice job by Jenna Rodrigues,
Lacy Cummings and the gymnastics
team, winning a second straight Cou-
gar Classic last Friday at Cranford.
Their score of 107.875 was a meet
record. Rodrigues won the all-around
and Cummings set a meet record in
the vault. Coach Melissa Bryan’s girls
will be the favorites at the county
championships, Friday, Oct. 19.

We mentioned here last week that
the girls tennis team won its 14th
county championship. It was actually
the 12th county title; they have won
14 sectional titles.

GOOD READING
John Ed Bradley ranks right along-

side Gary Smith as the best writers of
my lifetime. Bradley’s latest, and best,
book is “It Never Rains in Tiger Sta-
dium,” a look back at his days as the
center of the LSU Tigers football
team, under legendary coach Charley
McClendon. It’s also a look at his life,
both the good and the bad, after his
playing days. The book is a must-
read for any athlete, especially older
athletes who every now and then look
back on the good ol’ days. Bradley’s
previous books include the outstand-
ing “Tupelo Nights,” “Love and
Obits” and “The Best There Ever
Was.”

WRESTLING UPDATE
The Lions Wrestling Tournament

will be held Saturday, Nov. 3, at Pope
John High School in Sparta. There
are divisions for Pee Wee (ages 6 and
under, weights 30-85, plus heavy-
weight), Bantam (7 and 8), 40-120,
plus heavyweight), Midgets (9 and

10, 50-140, plus heavyweight), Jun-
ior (11 and 12, 60-160, plus heavy-
weight), Intermediate (13 and 14, 70-
175, plus heavyweight) and High
School (95-215, plus heavyweight).

For information or to register (Oct.
31 deadline), contact John Hayes,
P.O. Box 290, Blairstown, N.J. 07825
or call Hayes at 908.362.3080 or
Bruce DeOre at 973.598.0653 (be-
fore 9 p.m.).

The eighth Turkey Bowl Tourna-
ment will be held Sunday, Nov. 11, at
Jackson Memorial High School. The
tournament is open to all, with high
school (grades 9-12) and middle
school (grades 7-8) divisions. The
weigh-ins are from 7-8:30 a.m. and
walk-ins are welcomed. Every wres-
tler is guaranteed at least two matches.

To register or for more informa-
tion, contact Doug Withstandley (Nov.
4 deadline) at Jackson Memorial High
School, 101 Don Connor Boulevard,
Jackson, NJ 08527.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Tara Criscuolo.
The sophomore tennis player won
her second straight Union County
Tournament championship, this one
up one flight at No. 2 singles, leading
WHS to the team title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEV-
ILS!

Aspell added his second goal 12 min-
utes into the half when he headed
Johann Hernandez’s corner kick into
the net.

“We came out slow. We came out
like we were better than them, which
in the beginning we weren’t. But we
got it together, put a few in and got the
game under control, and it was good
for me,” said Aspell.

Four minutes later, DeVizio re-
ceived a penalty kick and ripped it
inside the left post.

“I really go up slow and try to see
which way the keeper is going to go
then I pick my spot,” said DeVizio.

Seven minutes later, Fischer found
the net then with 11:15 remaining,
Brous had no opposition on his direct
kick when the frustrated Blue Knights
opted to sit down near the sidelines.

“It happens! When you go down by
a couple of goals, you get frustrated
and start fouling,” said DeVizio.

Two minutes later, Greany con-
verted off Brous’ corner kick. With
less than four minutes remaining, Blue
Knight Ebenezer Tsuide found the
net.

“It was difficult. They got frus-
trated. We got a lot of our starters out
by halftime,” commented coach
Breznitsky who added, “This was
probably the first game we scored on

corner kicks, so that’s good to see.
We’ve had a zillion opportunities on
corner kicks and haven’t been able to
capitalize. They were some of the
problems we had early in the season.
It was some bad luck! That’s the way
things go. It’s a round ball but it still
won’t go in no matter how hard you
try. We beat two top-20 teams, so
hopefully the tide has changed. The
only thing that matters is at the end
(of the season).”

.

Irvington 0 1 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 5 7

Morawski’s Advance
In NJSIAA Tennis

Westfield High School’s Kim and
Melissa Morawski advanced past
the third round of the NJSIAA girls
tennis doubles tournament at Mer-
cer County Park in West Windsor.
After receiving a bye, the sisters
defeated Bautista and Sinning of
Emerson, 6-0, 6-0, then stopped
Sengun and Morris of Ridgewood,
6-1, 6-3, in the third round.

Blue Devil Sam Borr defeated
Marya-Nina Coloso of Hackensack,
6-3, 6-0, in the singles division be-
fore being stopped, 6-3, 6-2, by Ali
Tierney of Governor Livingston.
Tierney went on to defeat Nicole
Lippens of Shore, 7-6 (5), 6-2. She
then stopped Karolina Wojsiak of
Holmdel, 6-4, 6-0, in the fourth
round.

See Photos on Web!
www.goleader.com

Gridder Fabiano Helps
TCNJ Defeat Rowan
GLASSBORO, NJ – Kicker Matt

Dalessio kicked an 18-yard field goal
with five seconds remaining to give
The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) a
10-7 victory over Rowan University
in a New Jersey Athletic Conference
(NJAC) game on October 5. TCNJ
improved to 4-1 (2-0 in the confer-
ence)

The Lions gained possession on
the Profs’ 12-yard line with 2:12 left
to play after sophomore linebacker
Joe Spahn (Burlington/Florence)
forced a fumble. Senior defensive
end Joe King (Mountainside/Gover-
nor Livingston) recovered the ball to
set up the winning drive.

TCNJ was led by its defense, which
limited Rowan to 173 yards of total
offense (54 passing, 119 rushing).
Junior defensive lineman Marc
Fabiano (Scotch Plains/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood) recorded 13 tackles. King
followed with 11 stops, including
three for a loss (-18 yards), 1.5 sacks
(-13 yards), one fumble recovery and
two pass breakups.
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Mint condition center hall Colonial featuring 9 rooms is classic,
elegant and comfortable with spectacular gourmet Kitchen, 5 Bed-
rooms, 2.5 newer baths, Living Room with wood-burning fireplace,
Formal Dining Room, hardwood floors, 2-zone CAC, updated elec-
tric, fenced yard and near town, trains and schools.

Grand and exquisite 5 Bedroom, 6 bath center hall Colonial in the
“Gardens” has been completely renovated and expanded in 2004.
Noteworthy features include a gourmet Kitchen and beautiful Fam-
ily Room, luxurious Master Suite including an exercise room and an
extensive, climate controlled wine cellar.

Beautiful and spacious home on a cul-de-sac.  This home features 10
rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms and 3.5 baths.  With over 3200
square feet of living space, this home features a Formal Living Room
and Dining Room, an updated Eat-In Kitchen with center island
with granite counter.

Front porch Colonial with 11 rooms offers 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths
and loaded with vintage charm and architectural detail.  Large addi-
tion includes a Master Bedroom (or Family Room) with fireplace
and French doors to deck and huge grade level Family Room/Stu-
dio with French doors to pergola and patio overlooking deep lot.
Close to town and train.

Spacious and bright brick front Colonial set on 206’ deep lot has
7 large, sunny rooms, hardwood floors, central air conditioning,
wood-burning fireplace, updated Eat-In Kitchen, 1st f loor laun-
dry, Family Room with Pella windows and French door to huge,
private backyard.

Traditionally styled Colonial with 8 rooms includes 4 Bedrooms,
1.5 baths, chestnut trim, high ceilings, hardwood floors, sunlit Fam-
ily Room, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Kitchen
with breakfast bar, alcove and powder room, nice-sized Bedrooms,
finished 3rd floor, lovely yard and convenient location.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GAINING CONTROL OF THE BALL…Raider Joe D’Annunzio closes in on the
ball in the game against Irvington. The Raiders defeated the Blue Knights, 7-1.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Elizabeth Soccer
Cranford Invt’l Gymnastics
SPF/Irvington Boys Soccer
Westfield/Somerville Soccer
Westfield/Union Volleyball
Baltusrol Putting Course


