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DEVIZIO AND ASPELL BLAST IN TWO GOALS APIECE

Raider Soccer Boys Bombard
Irvington Blue Knights, 7-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cheap shots and poor sportsman-
ship did not deter the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team from inflicting a 7-1 pounding
on the Irvington Blue Knights on
October 3 in Scotch Plains. Because
of the poor behavior of a few, the Blue
Knights drew seven yellow cards and
a yellow/red card, which placed un-
due onus on the Blue Knights who
did want to play soccer.

The 6-4 Raiders, who recently
knocked off Bridgewater-Raritan and
No. 3 Kearny, 3-0, did play and
launched a barrage of 23 shots on
Irvington goalie Vladimer Vertus, who
finished with 13 saves. Senior Tri-
Captain Mike DeVizio netted two
goals, which included a conversion
of a penalty kick, and senior Evan
Aspell notched a pair of goals off
some well-directed corner kicks.
Adam Brous scored a goal on a direct
kick then launched a corner kick in to
Matt Greany, who found the net. Brian
Fischer, on an assist from Blake
DeJohn, added a goal.

Expressing concern, Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky warned his
team before the game not to play
below their abilities. Although the
Raiders prevented the Blue Knights
from taking a shot on goal until the
final four minutes of the game, they
failed to hit pay dirt until DeVizio
penetrated the box, took two light
taps and uppercut the ball into the
upper center of the net with 29:47 left

in the first half.
“I was able to steal the ball at the

top of the 18 (yards out), take one guy
on and just take a shot,” DeVizio
described.

Eight minutes later, Aspell posi-
tioned himself in the box as Jeff
Stuart’s corner arrived on time for
him to knock it into the goal.

“I have had some trouble in the box
the last few games but I got my head

on a few and got to put them away,
which is good,” said Aspell. “Jeff
Stuart had a cross in. It was a driven
ball low, so I got a foot on it and put
it in. The other goal, I got my head on
it and put it in also.”

Nursing a 2-0 lead, the Raiders got
in synchronization and converted five
of their 15 shots on goal, using every
available player, in the second half.

RODRIGUES GRABS ALL-AROUND, CUMMINGS THIRD

Blue Devil Gymnasts Capture
Crown at Cougar Invitational

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil sophomore Jenna
Rodrigues won the all-around title
for the second straight year as the
eighth-ranked Westfield High School
gymnastics team successfully de-
fended its title at the Cougar Invita-
tional meet in Cranford on October 5.
The Blue Devils had their best perfor-
mance of the year with a 107.875 to
easily top last year’s total of 105.575
at the meet.

A very strong showing from the
hosting Cranford Cougars earned
them second place with a team total
of 104.14. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) took third in the team total with
a score of 97.775. Not technically a
team, five girls from Mount St. Mary
finished with a 102.65 total.

In the practice rounds before the
meet, Blue Devil Head Coach Mel-
issa Bryan commented, “Tonight is
going to be a precursor for October
19, counties. I have a solid group of

returning gymnasts, as well as Tina
Chabrier, who is another solid par-
ticipant. The girls know that, even
though they are doing well, they still
need to work. Our theme for this year
is that they are going to win every-
thing but they are going to have to
earn it. We started the season with an
all-time high and from here it’s just
going to go higher.”

The Blue Devils have already ex-
hibited high degrees of difficulty in
their previous meets. Coach Bryan
has placed her focus on perfection.

“What we are doing right now is
because the girls have such difficul-
ties and they have put in a lot of
bonuses to get the higher scores,
now what we are working on is total
execution, tight bodies and showing
perfection. Gymnastics is a mental
sport. On any given day, you could
win or lose. While we are seeded
first, we still need to work and we
still need to have our heads in this
game.”

Rodrigues, who had an all-around
total of 36.35 last year, broke the
meet record of 36.875 set by
Cranford’s Bridget Murphy in 2003
with a 36.925 total. She took top
honors on the uneven bars with a 9.0
score and turned in a great score of
9.45 to win the balance beam.

With reference to her uneven bars
routine, Rodrigues said, “I get on the
high bar then I shoot a release (to the
lower bar). Then I go back to the high
bar and do two giants (swings) to a
double back (tuck). I’m really focus-
ing on form and trying to get the best
score I can.”

Rodrigues also placed fourth in the
vault with a 9.4 and fourth on her
favorite event, the floor exercises,
with a 9.1.

Sophomore Blue Devil Lacy
Cummings soared into the limelight
to place third with an all-around total
of 35.475 just behind Cougar Meg
Walch at 35.6. She took second on the
floor with a 9.225 and fourth on the
beam with a 9.15 but her fantastic
performance of 9.55 earned her first
on the vault and the meet record.

Prior to the meet, Cummings,
whose highest all-around score for

Farmer Volleyball Girls Stop
Blue Devils in Three Games

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the Westfield High School vol-
leyball team, it was another game
where experience and advancement
against a good team could be mea-
sured. As it turned out, the visiting
Union girls rolled to a 25-17, win in
Game 1 and made it look easy by
dominating Game 3, 25-14. The 5-3
Blue Devils, however, accomplished
much by winning a tough Game 2,
28-26 on October 3.

Outside hitter Paige Roudebush
notched six kills and recorded 12
digs, one block and four assists. Se-
nior outside hitter Caroline Fallon

made 12 digs and slammed four kills.
Senior Laryssa Borkowsky provided
18 digs and junior middle hitter
Gabrielle Jakub delivered two kills,
three assists and one block.

Union outside hitter Andrea Bucko
notched nine kills, 13 assists, two
aces and served up 16 points. Oppo-
site hitter Lexxie Zamboanga had nine
kills, 12 assists and eight digs and
libero Alitha Dos Santos recorded 25
digs, one kill and two aces.

“Volleyball is a game of momen-
tum and everybody has different runs
at different times. That’s what makes
the game exciting. It can turn around
and come back to you at different

times. Union has a great mix of play-
ers that can serve the ball extremely
well and they are a very good hitting
team. They use a good mix of attacks
and they picked up a lot of our at-
tacks. They kept the ball in play and
kept it going,” said Westfield Head
Coach Beverly Torok. “We have to
work on communicating and running
our plays better, as well as effectively
reading the other teams, so we can
make the best play out of it.”

In the first game, the Farmers
jumped to a 14-8 lead. Under pres-
sure, Westfield regrouped and edged
their way back, led by Jakub,
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONLY ONE OF MANY CHEAP SHOTS…Raider Mike DeVizio buckles in the air in an attempt to protect himself from
a knee maneuver exercised by an Irvington defender. Raider Joe D’Annunzio, No. 11, looks concerned.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIANT SWING, GIANT SCORE…Blue Devil Jenna Rodrigues won her second
straight Cougar Invitational with an all-around score of 36.925.
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Location, comfort, convenience and sophistication enhance the allure of this marvelous 
town home in Westfield’s preeminent 55+ community. Brimming with desirable features, 
hardwood floors, an open flow, moldings, first floor laundry and two and one half baths, 
the interior makes everyday life easy. The living room with corner fireplace, inviting foyer 
and formal dining room are joined by a spacious kitchen to craft a lovely first floor. The 
second floor boasts a delightful master suite, a second bedroom and another full bath, as 
well as ample closet space. Other amenities include a full basement, pavestone patio, a one 
car detached garage and an unbeatable location. Presented for $679,000. 
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Westfield . . . Picturesque Tudor on winding Westfield street in coveted location close to award winning
schools, downtown and New York City transportation. Loaded with charm, this home boasts a welcoming front
porch, deep mouldings, beautiful leaded glass, hardwood floors with inlaid borders and more! The floor plan is
composed of spacious rooms punctuated with cozy nooks & crannies, and offers a large living room with
woodburning fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with separate breakfast room, sunny family room with
built-in bookcase, four bedrooms including third floor master suite, and basement study. This lovingly maintained
home filled with enchanting detail awaits a proud new owner!  Offered for $760,000.  WSF0831
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