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Delighted for SP Rec. Volunteers,
Dismayed by Sour Samuel Attack

SP-GOP Chair Finds SP-Dem Chair
Recreation Comments Puzzling

Communication Act Rules in Cell
Phone Issues, Keep Away from Head

Letters to the Editor

Melvin Smallwood seems upset. I wrote
a letter to the editor (September 27) to
point out facts about cell phone base
stations and the effects of RF exposure on
the human body. I wind up in a Westfield-
versus-Scotch Plains battle. That was
never my intention. After 10 years of
living in this area, I still don’t understand
this battle. I apologize that my statement
of facts have been misunderstood in the
face of intense emotions.

Mr. Smallwood states there are no base
stations north of North Avenue in
Westfield. He is mistaken. He should
check out the rooftop of the Westfield
Arms apartment building. How many
more did he miss? Base stations and an-
tennas don’t have to be affixed to towers.

I don’t pretend to know how many base
stations are in this area. The number should
be on facts, not emotion.

The public includes all, no matter what
town they live in. The public should be
concerned about RF exposure. The editor
got my point. That’s why the title was
stated as “Keep Kids Safe, Keep Cell
Phones Away From Their Brains.” You
are exposed to RF waves every day from
TV, radio, microwave communications,
police and fire communications and AC
power lines. Did you ever wonder why
your radio doesn’t work near power lines?

Your [Mr. Smallwood’s] interpretation
of my use of the word public is offensive.

I stated that coverage is not the only
factor in determining where and why a
base station is necessary. If an area is
more populated, it needs more capacity.
As the number of cell-phone users in-

creases, the network needs more capac-
ity. More capacity requires more base
stations. There are also newer digital data
services that don’t have the same cover-
age footprints as the basic phone service.
To get faster data rates, you need more
base stations. Looking at a service
provider’s coverage map is useless. Be-
lieve me, these are just marketing tools to
get customers. You have to understand
the details and the facts behind these
maps.

It might behoove you to investigate
zoning laws. I don’t pretend to know the
differences between those in Westfield
and those in other places. You will always
find more base stations in commercial
zones. Are there more commercial zones
in the towns you mention? Believe me,
installing base stations in surrounding
towns does nothing for my cell phone
coverage, especially with all the trees in
this area. That’s why I have a phone
hanging on the wall.

I don’t know the details of the base
station you are concerned about. I truly
hope you are successful in any effort you
undertake to stop the cell site from being
built. It was never my intention for others
to get the idea that I was in favor of it. Just
remember, stick to the facts.

The Communication Act rules, and
until there is clear evidence of the health
risks or a change in the law, networks will
continue to expand. At least control what
you can control. Keep the cell phone
away from your head as much as possible.

Anthony Scaglione
Westfield

I read the article in the October 4 edition
[The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times] by
Fred Rossi “SP to Hire RBA for Design on
New Scotch Hills Facility.” Mr. Rossi
writes that Ray Poerio, our recreation com-
missioner and our recreation commission
interviewed six architectural firms to de-
sign the new senior citizen and community
center to be located at Scotch Hills.

After a 90-minute discussion, the en-
tire council lauded the praises of these
volunteers and unanimously supported
the recommendation of the committee to
appoint RBA as architect. Surprisingly,
this included the support of Democratic
councilman Kevin Glover, who put his
political differences aside and has come
to the realization that political differences
on a municipal level are not as vote grab-
bing as actually doing what is right for the
community. We are all grateful of his
epiphany, as I, for one, have been grow-
ing tired of arguments for the sole pur-
pose of political advancement.

I was delighted, until I read the letter to
the editor from his political boss, Dick
Samuel. Mr. Samuel not only questions
the project but also attacks the recreation
director and the volunteers who serve on
the recreation commission. Attacking our
volunteers is a new low for even Mr.
Samuel, who, week after week, is al-
lowed to spew his negativity in this pub-
lication.

I know many, if not all, of these volun-
teers, and, believe, me each of them has
earned our respect far more than a soured
individual who sits on the sidelines con-
demning those who take time away from
their families and work commitments,
only to be criticized by those who fail to
volunteer for anything that is not self
promoting. This is nauseating to me and
I am sure to many others.

As a fellow volunteer in town, I not
only applaud the efforts of the recreation
commission but the results. This project,
a mere 3/4 mile from my house, works. It
is a great idea for the seniors and the
community at large, and we should all be
thankful for the work of these and all
volunteers that work selflessly to im-
prove our community lifestyle.

I encourage the seniors in our commu-
nity to let the council and recreation com-
mittee know how you feel and thank them
for their support.

For those who would prefer to offer
nothing but constant criticism, why not
sign up to volunteer at the new senior
citizen center instead? I fully expect to get
bashed by the captain of criticism in the
next edition to The Times and will not
exchange with him. I am too busy serving
my purpose as a volunteer in many ca-
pacities for our community.

Rich Duthie
Scotch Plains

[Scotch Plains] Democratic Chair Dick
Samuel wrote a letter last week criticiz-
ing the miniature golf, golf costs and the
new senior/community center. As a former
mayor and council member, a former
liaison to the recreation commission and
a frequent player at Scotch Hills Golf
Course, I find his comments puzzling.

Mr. Samuel does not play much golf. If
he did, he would realize that all residents
in Scotch Plains get a great deal with the
prices at Scotch Hills for a nice course
that is kept in excellent condition. You
cannot play a round of golf anywhere else
in the area for anywhere near the prices
charged at Scotch Hills. The senior dis-
count during the week makes it even
better.

Miniature golf gets a lot of play. There
are multiple birthday parties there every
week and quite a number of players of all
ages, in addition. Miniature golf is paying
for itself, providing a fun event for our
residents and has actually attracted golf-
ers to the regular golf course who have
not been as aware of it before.

Mr. Samuel is also confused about the
county grant that led to the construction
of the starter’s building. That grant was
based on freeing up space at the old
building for senior activities and putting
in a handicap bathroom. In fact, many
senior activities take place in that build-
ing, and the senior clubs hold their meet-
ings there. The grant also benefited the
operation of the golf course, based on the
fact that over 40 percent of the people

using the golf course were seniors.
Mr. Samuel’s current lack of support

for the use of this county grant is a little
surprising since it had been supported and
voted for by his wife when she was a
member of the council. His criticism of
the recreation commissioners is also un-
founded. As a former council liaison to
the recreation commission, I know that
these hard-working volunteers are of the
highest caliber and do an outstanding job.

The old Scotch Hills building is a nice
old structure, but it is not laid out in a way
that can be used efficiently, and its condi-
tion severely limits its amount of use. It
gets used by seniors, other recreation
activities and private parties, but a new
well-planned community center would
allow many more activities, especially
for our seniors. The number of programs
offered there would expand exponentially.

Our senior population represents about
20 percent of our population, and we need
to be able to offer more programs. I do not
understand why Mr. Samuel does not
want our seniors to have a center.

Basically, I believe that Mr. Samuel is
trying to make this into a false political
issue, and he does not care one way or the
other about our seniors. He seems to be
always against everything while the town
government and the recreation commis-
sion work at doing things for the benefit
of our residents.

Bill McClintock, Chairman Scotch
Plains Republican Committee

Letters to
the Editor

Rec. Commissioner Says Samuel’s
Letters Have Become ‘Irritating’

Berkeley Heights Voters Seek
Referendum on $10-Mil. Bond

Solutions to WF Tax for
Parking in Wrong Spot

Regarding the letter to the editor from
Richard Parry on parking, September 20,
there have been too many of these inci-
dents. A very simple and inexpensive
remedy does exist. When parking in a lot
where payment is required:

Park your vehicle. Go to the pay sta-
tion. Select the amount of time that you
wish to park. Deposit the correct amount
of money. Collect your receipt from the
awkward slot. Go back to your car and
place the receipt on the dashboard in front
of the steering wheel so that it can be seen
through the windshield. Lock your car.
Go about your business and enjoy
Westfield.

This receipt should be valid in all park-
ing lots until the time has expired. The
parking official periodically walks past
all the cars in the lot and verifies the time
remaining on the receipt. Done.

This is how it is done all over the world,
including the long-term parking lots in
Westfield, with the difference that these
are prepaid. So why does Westfield charge
double or more for those of us who incor-
rectly enter a number at the pay station?

There are several areas and times where
the numbers are not fully visible. Snow,
ice, rain and dirt sometimes obscure the
numbers.

Save money on time and paint. There is
no need to paint, repaint or touch up the
numbers to make them clear in the first
place. The receipt in the car says it all.

As two lots are currently being reno-
vated, the change can be made there im-
mediately.

Peter Murray
Westfield

Junior Women Thank
Everyone For Support
We would like to thank everyone who

participated and supported activities
hosted by the Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club.

With funds raised from our Town-wide
Garage Sale, Town Egg Hunt, Simon
Mall Evening of Giving, Cheeburger
Cheeburger Night and Grand Bunco Bash,
we were able to distribute money to the
following organizations: Tiny Tim Fund,
CHILD, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
Heart for Humanity, Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation and Homefirst (formerly the
Interfaith Council for the Homeless of
Union County).

The Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club is a group of ladies who like to
socialize, make friends and make a differ-
ence in the community. The Junior
Woman’s Club has been serving the com-
munity for 60 years and looks forward to
many more. New members are always
welcome.

If you are interested in learning more
about us, you can check out our website at
spjwc.com. Please contact Odette Alves
at (908) 889-4849 or e-mail
scotchplainsjrwomen@comcast.net for
additional information.

Odette Alves, President
Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s Club

On October 9, a group of Berkeley
Heights voters submitted a petition seek-
ing a referendum on a $10-million bond
ordinance to the township clerk. While
only 770 signatures were needed to ob-
tain a referendum, over 1,250 township
voters signed the petition. The referen-
dum would allow the voters to have a say
on whether the township takes on such a
substantial financial commitment.

The ordinance was passed on Septem-
ber 18. It provides over $8.6 million for a
community center, $1 million for fire-
fighting equipment and the remainder for
other town improvements. Mayor David
Cohen rejected earlier requests to put the
proposed bond issue on the November 6
ballot for voter approval. The council
also rejected requests that the community
center be placed on an ordinance separate
from other items.

The council plans to build the commu-
nity center on the Stanford Drive site. The
county is also planning to build two sports
fields on this same site. The township has
not yet taken title to the site. There is no
DEP approval yet to build on the site,
which contained asbestos and other con-
taminants. Final plans for the center have
not been drafted.

The council could not give any infor-
mation as to the anticipated expenses of
operating the community center and main-
taining the sports fields. The council also
has not provided information regarding
the operation of the community center
such as whether the more than 75 percent
of township seniors who are not in the
Senior Citizens Club will have easy ac-
cess to the space dedicated to seniors.

Tom Foregger
Berkeley Heights

Property-Tax Rebate is Election-Year Charade
That Scotch Plains Resident Refuses to Endorse

Governor Jon Corzine,
I regret that your actions and those of

the legislature on property-tax reform have
been unacceptable and results in that I
cannot file for this return of my tax dol-
lars. Should I complete this application
and receive the money, I will be endors-
ing you and the other elected officials
who are orchestrating this charade of prop-
erty-tax reform. It is obvious that this is
strictly an election-year ploy to obtain our
votes in November.

You convened committees to review
the runaway property taxes and make
recommendations, but not all the 98 rec-
ommendations were implemented. In fact
the Republican Party was not even in-
cluded in the decision-making tree.

You personally prevented the legisla-
ture from defining the parameters for
contracts with public workers. You wanted
these to be handled in the negotiations.

At the time of the negotiations, you
gave into the NJEA and played games
with the CWA.

We as the public have doubts regarding
your private contacts with a leader of one
of the unions. Your gifts to the same
individual and relatives have never been
proven not to affect public contracts.

Subsequent to the completion of the
contract, the CWA retirement contribu-
tion was removed.

There were very limited moves to end
dual-office holders. If it is wrong in the
future, it is wrong today. You supported
the pension padding of Ms. Levine to the
board of Local Finance Board.

The raising of the sales tax to provide
property tax reform is a joke. You raised
one tax to lessen another. This is nothing
but a shell game.

In industry, when one runs into hard
financial times, expenses are cut. Where
have been the cuts? In fact, your budget is
an increase over last year.

I understand that our costs of public
sector employee benefits are growing
astronomically. I have never seen man-
agement participate in a union action and
support the union’s contract as you have
done. Why is it that the elected officials in
the capital building appear to not know
when one of their own is taking advantage
of public? How many of these officials
have been indicted and how many more
will there be?

You did not want to define your mon-
etization program of state assets until
after the November election. Therefore,

you want us to vote for people who we
don’t know where they stand on this im-
portant issue. In fact, I suspect that what-
ever is done, the state will be further
bonding (i.e. increasing our debt).

We are looking at the public retiree
health plan costing $69 billion, $33.7
billion in long-term debt and $25 billion
for government pensions. In addition,
there is the projected $14 billion for bridge
repair. With the state’s past history at
managing budgets, I expect this to be $30
billion or more by the time we are done.
If it was not for buying votes, how could
we afford to return any money to the
taxpayers?

The spending of $450 million for stem-
cell research appears like pocket change
when you look at the above numbers.
However, it will further raise our debt.
There is no proof we will receive a single
dollar of profit. This strikes me as a “make-
work program” or like a gambler who has
run out of money who asks to borrow a
dollar since he is expecting to hit it big on
the next roll of the dice. In addition, will
this result in the fiasco like the SCC?

Governor, I could go on, but you get
the idea. The news media reported that
you read the newspapers. You know that
hands down, the letters to the editors
express disagreement with your actions.

In order that my sacrifice will have
meaning and perhaps some good might
come out of it, I provide a copy of this
letter to the media and select members of
the legislature. Perhaps more will have
the courage to join me.

I initially drafted this letter several
months ago, but I hoped that things would
improve. However, there has been no
improvement, and in fact, the situation
has become even worse.

Governor, in conclusion, I would like
to point out that I cannot and will not
allow my vote to be purchased by you,
your party, private-interest groups or any-
one else. I have too much respect for our
founding fathers and the many that have
sacrificed for our freedom to allow this.
This money means more to me than the
millions you give away, but I have to look
myself in the mirror and will not be asso-
ciated with your actions.

Albert J. Muller
Scotch Plains

I am one of the seven volunteers who
serve on the Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission. For the past several months,
I have read with growing irritation the
litany of letters by the chairman of the SP
Democratic Committee disparaging the
actions and intentions of the commission-
ers and the recreation department’s direc-
tor.

My fellow commissioners and I serve
our community because of a united pas-
sion to maintain, improve upon and ex-
pand the services available to all residents
of Scotch Plains – from the youngest
child to the oldest senior. We are not
involved for political or personal gains.

Like many volunteer positions, acting
as a commissioner can sometimes be a
thankless job. It involves commitments
of precious free time, occasional personal
sacrifices and many hours of work. It
sometimes involves making hard deci-
sions for the benefit of the community as
a whole that may not always be univer-
sally accepted.

Many citizens may not understand the
breadth of the department’s services and
with it the overwhelming responsibili-
ties. In one way or another, the depart-
ment is involved in nearly every township
activity. The accomplishments of the de-
partment have been many – the develop-
ment of Memorial Field, renovations to
Jerseyland, Kramer Manor and Farley
Avenue parks, expansion of children and

adult programs, and the Scotch Hills min-
iature golf course – to name just a few.
None of these services or accomplish-
ments would have been achieved without
the hard work and dedication of the
department’s director, staff and commis-
sioners and support of the past and present
councils.

The chairman’s most recent harangue
is directed at the department’s efforts to
develop plans for the senior citizens com-
munity center at Scotch Hills. The com-
mission and the director spent a consider-
able amount of time seeking and evaluat-
ing architect bids and presenting their
recommendation to council. Rather than
commend them for their efforts, as Coun-
cilman Glover and the other council mem-
bers have done, and encourage commu-
nity involvement in the development of
the center’s plans, the chairman has once
again taken his all-too-familiar negative
path of belittling the department’s ef-
forts, dredging up irrelevant history and
cautioning our seniors to “kick the tires”.

Please Mr. Chairman, stop demeaning
the efforts of the department. Work with
the department, not against it. Be con-
structive, not destructive. Encourage par-
ticipation, not skepticism. Express opti-
mism, not pessimism. If not, the residents
of our great town will soon ask – is it
really the tires that need to be kicked?

Robert Giordanella
Commissioner, SP Recreation

Recreation Commission
Thanked for Mini-Golf

I want to let the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Commission know what a wonder-
ful job they did with the miniature-golf
course at Scotch Hills. My husband and I
have two boys, 6 and 4 years old, and the
mini-golf course has provided an activity
that we can all participate in.

In today’s lifestyle of television and
video games, it gets us outside to have
some fun and it is very affordable. Being
there, I have noticed many other local
families and realized how great it is to
have an option within our own town.
Usually we go to other towns to do things,
including bowling, movies, Trailside, bat-
ting cages, etc.

Having the course in our own town
adds to a sense of community. My sons
have both gone to several birthday parties
held at the mini-golf course. The parties
were run smoothly and reasonably priced.
Thanks again for a job well done.

Doreen Coyle
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dadalian – Ingenious or intricate
2. Ustulate – Discolored or blackened

as if by burning
3. Cuckquean – A woman whose hus-

band has committed adultery
4. Skilder – To live by beggingor steal-

ing

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RORIFEROUS
1. Round or oval in form
2. Producing dew
3. Boisterous; noisy
4. Snarly; tangled

DIABOLIST
1. A sword swallower
2. A nutritionist
3. A devil worshiper
4. An editor

MARICIOUS
1. Sea-dwelling; marine
2. Very sweet; tasty
3. Marshy; covered with water
4. Strong; racy

OMADHAUN
1. A tyrant or despot
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A Moslem cleric; a holy man
4. A Scottish grandfather or great grand-

father

See more letters pages 5, 19
Election info pages 5, 18

To Restore Good Government,
The Best Model Is Here at Home

In New Jersey, one can conclude that good government
is dead. We’ve faced years of disgrace, embarrassment
and fraud. It’s hard to see an end in sight. The latest
disgrace is the missing mayor of Atlantic City.

Still, there are a few bastions of good government left.
See them in action first-hand. We encourage residents to
attend the two upcoming forums for Westfield and
Fanwood featuring candidates for municipal office to be
decided by the voters on Election Day, November 6. We
invite readers to e-mail us with questions to ask candi-
dates to address – no later than tomorrow evening for
Westfield, and no later next Friday evening for Fanwood.

The Westfield Candidates Forum will be held this
Sunday, October 14, at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing at 425 East Broad Street.

The Fanwood Candidates Forum will be held on Mon-
day, October 22, at 8 p.m. at Fanwood Borough Hall at 75
North Martine Avenue.

Those seeking election to the four seats up for grabs on
the Westfield Town Council for four-year terms will
participate. Democrats Ross Katz (Ward 1), Bruce
Regenstreich (Ward 2), Matt Sontz (Ward 3) and Lenore
Scurry (Ward 4) oppose Republicans Frank Arena (Ward
1) and incumbents JoAnn Neylan (Ward 2), Mark
Ciarrocca (Ward 3) and James Foerst (Ward 4).

There are eight seats on the town council, two from

each ward. Every other year, four seats are up for election.
Mayoral races occur every four years; the next will be in
November 2009.

Participating in the Fanwood forum are those seeking
election to the two seats up for grabs on the Fanwood
Borough Council for terms of three years each. Republi-
cans Anthony Parenti and Joel Stroz oppose incumbent
Democrats William Populus and Katherine Mitchell.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a Democrat, runs unop-
posed for reelection as mayor for another four-year term.
According to the rules of the League of Women Voters,
Mayor Mahr will not participate in the forum, as she is
uncontested. There are no municipal elections in Scotch
Plains this year.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, along with the League of Women Voters, sponsor
the forums. TV-36 will air the Westfield forum and TV-35
will air the Fanwood forum. The programs will be re-
peated multiple times up until Election Day. The pro-
grams will be webcast at goleader.com.

Leader/Times reporter Fred Rossi and Merry Wisler of
the League of Women Voters will moderate the forums.

View candidate biographies, video and other features at
goleader.com/07election.

To bring good government back to the state, the best
model to follow is the example right here at home.


