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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE 

 
  The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that 
Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. 
Outhwaite, Esq. and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq. will present to the public a free 

seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” at The 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark on Thursday, October 18, 2007 and Saturday, 
October 20, 2007.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for 

over 35 years, Mr. Outhwaite for over 17 years and Lisa Stein-Browning for 
over 2 years, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer your 
questions concerning separation, divorce, division of assets, domestic violence 
and post-divorce Court review of alimony and child support as well as the law 

governing civil unions.   
 
  Information will also be provided on divorce mediation, an 
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce mediation offers 

the potential for significant savings while assuring that your rights are fully 
protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court 
proceedings. 
 

  If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating 
divorce, or if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or 
divorce, this Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the 

Seminar may be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 
former spouses.  Free Personal Consultation to All Attendees.  

 

WHERE: 

The Crowne Plaza Hotel 

36 Valley Road  

Clark, New Jersey 07066 

732-574-0100 

 

WHEN: 

Thursday, October 18, 2007 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Saturday, October 20, 2007 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Reservations Required (no names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served 

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL ABOARD!…Families enjoy a hayride at the Trailside Nature Center in
Mountainside on October 5.

County Emerald Society
To Hold 26th ‘Pub Night’

Inquiries on Megan’s Law
Encourage FPD Forum

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — In response to “nu-
merous” inquiries regarding Megan’s
Law, the Fanwood Community Po-
lice Alliance met at Park Middle
School Wednesday for a presentation
on it. During the meeting, some at-
tendees objected to the boundaries of
the law and said they wanted more
disclosure with regard to sex offend-
ers in the area.

Assistant Union County Prosecutor
Maureen O’Brien led the information
session by detailing the two parts of
Megan’s Law – the registration pro-
cess/tiering and community notifica-
tion. Under this law, convicted sex
offenders must register with the local
police; according to Ms. O’Brien, the
three categories of people required to
register under Megan’s Law are those
“convicted, adjudicated delinquent or
found not guilty by reason of insanity
to a sexual offense.”

There are approximately 500 reg-
istered sex offenders in Union County
and 11,500 in New Jersey, Ms.
O’Brien said. According to a New
Jersey Attorney General’s Office bro-
chure distributed at the meeting, some
offenses requiring registration include
aggravated criminal assault, kidnap-
ping, criminal sexual contact and pro-
moting prostitution of a child.

If a person is considered a “compul-
sive and repetitive offender,” regard-
less of the date of conviction, they are
required to register, as are all those
serving a sentence on the date the law
went into effect and all who have been
convicted since, said Ms. O’Brien.

 Some information attained at reg-
istration includes name, address of
legal residence, date of birth, finger-
prints, photo, height, weight, date and
place of employment, as well as
school status if applicable. Convicted
offenders must submit a place of resi-
dency 90 days prior to their release
from prison in order for the informa-
tion they submit to be confirmed.

“The majority [of offenders] actu-
ally comply with the law,” Ms.
O’Brien said, referring to convicted
offenders who complete the registra-
tion process. Convicted offenders
from out-of-state are required to reg-
ister in New Jersey if they attend
school or work in the state or are in
the state for more than 14 consecutive
days or 30 days per year.

Tiering is a numbering scale that
combines the conviction with a range
of factors such as the age of the vic-
tim, degree of violence in the crime,
behavioral problems or substance
abuse to judge an offender’s risk fac-
tor to the community. County pros-
ecutors decide if the offender is ranked
a tier 1 (low risk to commit another
offense and who must register with
law enforcement), tier 2 (moderate
risk and who must also register with
community organizations through

which children gather or women are
cared for) or tier 3 (high risk and who
are made known to the general public
who may either live within a certain
radius or who may encounter this
person daily).

“I know this in an unpopular state-
ment, but not every sex offender is a
predator, and not every sex offender
is the risk that the public thinks they
are,” Ms. O’Brien said.

Ms. O’Brien said there are 12 ac-
tive tier-3 offenders in Union County.
“Over 90 percent of sex offenses are
committed by people you know and
trust,” she said.

An audience member suggested that
if he obtains information as a Cub
Scout leader, he should be able to
inform parents associated with his
group to protect the children. Ms.
O’Brien said this is not permissible, as
the law does not allow the relaying of
any information – even to a neighbor –
if a person receives notification of a
sex offender living in close proximity.

Audience members reacted to Ms.
O’Brien’s statement, with two attend-
ees agreeing they would rather be
arrested than risk a child be hurt.

“Before you say that every sex of-
fender should be on the Internet or
strung from a tree, you need to consider
this without the emotions,” Ms. O’Brien
said. “If you find out that a child is HIV
positive, you’re not going to run around
and tell the whole community.”

Ms. O’Brien said one downfall
about Megan’s Law is that it gives
people a “false sense of security”
because “you think you’re going to
be warned about sex offenders,” re-
ferring to the fact that because of
tiering or proximity requirements,
residents may never be notified.

Audience member Monica Felsing
said New Jersey is “one of eight states
not to have a form of Jessica’s Law [in
place].” That law, passed in 2005,
sets, among other penalties, lifetime
electronic monitoring of anyone con-
victed of lewd acts against victims 12
years old or younger.

Raising her voice and reading facts
about Jessica’s Law, Ms. Felsing was
told by Ms. O’Brien that if she did not
stop, she would be asked to leave the
forum.

“This is my First Amendment right
on public property,” Ms. Felsing said.

One audience member said there
was an “e-mail string” going around
town and said that “[it’s] human na-
ture, people will talk,” regardless of
the law, if a sex offender is released
into the community.

CPA events are about “getting people
on the right page,” said Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Donald Domanoski.

“It’s not just us saying that we can’t
give you information,” he said refer-
ring to the explained requirements of
Megan’s Law that keep information
regarding offenders private from the
general inquiring public.

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

AC Mayor Vanishes After Rumors
Of Phony Military Background
Authorities have not located the

whereabouts of Atlantic City Mayor
Bob Levy, who has been missing since
September 26, according to The Press
of Atlantic City. Rumors exist that a
federal probe is investigating mili-
tary decorations he has claimed to
have earned and possible benefits to
which he is not entitled.

The Press of Atlantic City has re-
ported that Levy was never a member
of the U.S. Army’s Special Forces
despite claims he has made for years,
including during his 2005 campaign.

A city councilman was expected to
file a motion in court Tuesday to have
the mayor’s office declared vacant.
That would allow the local Demo-
cratic Committee to select a replace-
ment for Levy.

The mayor had been a lifelong
Republican before switching to the
Democratic Party in December of
2004, The Press reported.

Green Resigns from Westfield
Lobbying Firm to Avoid Conflict

Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield) has announced his resigna-
tion from the Westfield-based Alman
Group, a lobbying firm that represents
18 of the state’s hospitals, including
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield. Mr. Green, who serves
as the firm’s vice president for local
affairs, serves on the Assembly Health
Committee. His resignation will be
effective October 15.

Mr. Green has said he is resigning

to avoid a possible conflict of inter-
est. His resignation follows an eight-
part series on government ethics pub-
lished by Gannett New Jersey.

Fourth JC Judge Steps Down
As Part of Ticket-Fixing Scandal

NJ.com has reported that a fourth
Jersey City municipal judge has be-
come the latest to leave the bench as
part of a ticket-fixing scandal. Victor
Sisone joins two other municipal
judges and Chief Judge Wanda
Molina, who have resigned from the
10-judge court. Sisone has informed
Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Healy
and state Superior Court Assignment
Judge Maurice Gallipoli that he would
take a leave of absence.

Canada’s TD Bank Purchases
Commerce Bank for $8.5 Billion

Canada-based TD Bank Financial
Group has purchased Commerce Bank
for $8.5 billion. The bank employs
Camden County Democratic Party
Chairman George Norcross as head of
Commerce National Insurance, a sub-
sidiary of Commerce Bancorp, Inc.
according to politicsnj.com.

A TD Financial Group spokesman
told phillyburbs.com that there were
no plans to change signs at Com-
merce branches or replace the banks’
“leadership teams.”

Some analysts have said the sale of
Commerce was not a surprise after its
founder, Vernon W. Hill, 2nd, resigned
in a settlement with federal regula-
tors amid allegations the bank was
conducting business with companies
owned by its executives.

elect officials who will make you proud.

goleader.com/07election
it’s everything you need to get informed.

Arboretum Hosts
Pumpkin Contest

SUMMIT – The Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum invites the community to its
Pumpkin Carving Contest this Sun-
day, October 14, from noon to 2 p.m.
Children and adults are welcome to
show off their pumpkin-carving skills
and enjoy the changing colors of the
autumn leaves on this family day.

Pumpkins will be available for pur-
chase, or entrants may bring their
own. Participants must supply their
own pumpkin-carving tools.

Registration is required by today,
October 11, and there is a $2 registration
fee. Those interested should contact the
arboretum at (908) 273-8787 or
j.mccarron@reeves-reedarboretum.org.

A parent must accompany contest
entrants under 14.

The Reeves-Reed Arboretum is the
only public garden, and one of the
largest green spaces, in Summit. It is
a non-profit conservancy dedicated
to preserving the 13-acre historic es-
tate and gardens and to promoting
environmental and horticultural edu-
cation for children and adults.

KENILWORTH – The Union
County Emerald Society will host its
26th-annual “Pub Nite” at 8 p.m. next
Saturday, October 20, at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street.

The fraternal organization of law-
enforcement officers and firefighters
of Irish descent will honor Eugene
Gillespie, owner of the Blackthorn
Restaurant and Irish Pub in
Kenilworth, as Irishman of the Year

Garwood Swim Night
Set for November 3

GARWOOD – The Garwood Rec-
reation Commission will hold a
“Garwood Swimming Night” from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., on November 3 at
the Cranford Centennial Pool.

The event will be held rain or
shine.

All Garwood residents, adults and
children, are invited. For more infor-
mation, call the recreation hotline at
(908) 418-7649.

and Sally Sinclair of the Center for
Hope Hospice as Irishwoman of the
Year.

The Bobby Byrne Show and
Charlie Warwick will provide Irish
entertainment. Tickets cost $25 and
will include beer, wine, soda and
snacks.

The Union County Emerald Soci-
ety supports Project Children, the
Union County Baseball League and
Hurricane Katrina relief.

For tickets and more information,
call Lester Sargent at (908) 272-8977,
Jack Geoghegan at (908) 245-2471
or Jack Casey at (732) 382-5982.
Tickets will also be available at the
door.

GW Mayor McCarthy
Holds Saturday Hours

GARWOOD – Borough
Mayor Dennis McCarthy will
hold his monthly Mayor’s Satur-
day hours from 10 to 11 a.m. on
Saturday, October 13, in the
municipal building at 403 South
Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop
by to discuss any concerns they
have or just stop by and say
hello to Mayor McCarthy. For
more information, call (908)
789-0710.

ASK THE DENTIST ! 

 

DE AR DR.  ME RRIM AN:  

my mouth and my teeth look okay. Do I really need to have treatment? - 

Julie S. 

DE AR JULIE:  

Congratulations on having a dentist that routinely examines you for signs of 

Periodontal (Gum) Disease. It is the number one cause for individuals to 

lose their teeth and affects approximately 80% of the population. In most 

instances, patients are unaware of the fact that they have a gum infection 

that is destroying the bone and tissues that hold their teeth in place. Gum 

disease is somewhat similar to high blood pressure, which may also be 

asymptomatic but cause serious consequences if left undetected and 

untreated. Periodontal disease can lead to loosening and premature loss of 

teeth in addition to bad breath, bleeding gums, and sensitivity. And these 

are only some of the consequences of gum disease that are limited to the 

mouth. 

In the last few years, evidence of the Mouth Body Connection has continued 

to mount. Bacteria in the gums can enter the blood stream and travel to 

major organs. Recent research suggests that people with periodontal 

disease have an increased risk of developing heart disease, stroke and (if 

female) having preterm and low birth weight babies. Periodontal disease is 

an infection and all infections need to be treated. This is especially important 

respiratory disease or osteoporosis.  So Julie, in short, getting treatment for 

gum disease is a wise investment not only in your dental health but in your 

general health as well. 

 

 

229 Charles Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

Tel: 908.389.0222 Email: DoctorMerriman@aol.com 

Recent research suggests that 

people with periodontal 

disease have an increased risk 

of developing heart disease  


