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Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
MAYOR SPONGE BOB…Mountainside Board of Education representative
Gene Nagel, left, and Mayor Robert Vigliante do their best to ward off attacks
from wet sponges thrown by schoolchildren at the borough PTA’s annual fair last
Saturday at Deerfield Elementary School. Other “good sports” included PTA
President Carolyn Williams and Chief School Administrator Richard O’Malley.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
NO SPIN HERE…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) looks at a washing
machine at Top Line Appliance Center in Westfield on Monday as he discusses
legislation he has sponsored to provide a 25-percent tax credit on all federal
Energy Star washers. See story on page 3.

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
BOOGIE NIGHTS…Nick Dehmer, Jake Weber and Austin Hamwi of Rahway
join performer Jim Rohe, master storyteller and musician, in a sing-a-long
around the campfire at the Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside
last Friday. Hayrides, hot chocolate, and perfect weather made for a fun-filled
night for area residents.

WF GOP Talks County Building,
Raccoons, High-School Parking

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – This year’s
Westfield Republican slate visited The
Westfield Leader office last Friday,
with incumbent councilmen choos-
ing to highlight the current council’s
efforts to rein in spending,
increase efficiency and con-
trol overdevelopment, while
a newcomer introduced him-
self to the Westfield public
and stressed the need for a
dialogue with county offi-
cials.

Incumbents Jo Ann
Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and
Jim Foerst – second-, third-
and fourth-ward council
members, respectively –
represented three of the af-
firmative votes on 2007’s
$36-million budget, which
passed 7-2 along party lines.

Addressing a budget that
burgeoned $2 million from
2006, Mr. Foerst considered
it the “perfect example” of
illustrating some of the
changes the current council
has enacted.

“We were able to save $280,000 in
terms of our salary and wage num-

bers, and we did that not by cutting
any of the benefits of our employees
but by encouraging them to move
into different kinds of managed-care
plans for them and their families,” he
said. “We saved $280,000 on one line
item, so that $2 million…could have

very easily been $2.3 million.”
Seeing it as an opportunity to “do

more with less,” he said that after
Doug Black left TV-36, the town
searched for a replacement and hired
Jamie Lynn Drohan as a part-time
employee.

“She has great experience and re-
ally has been able to give us a much
better product,” he continued. “We’ve
upgraded in terms of the way we
provide that service, and we did it at
basically half the cost.”

Looking ahead to 2008, the council
faces a $24-billion under-funded state
pension system and a $900,000
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
assessment, in addition to the county
portion of the property-tax bill, which,

in 2007, represents more than 20 cents
on the dollar.

First Ward –
Frank Arena

Senior sales executive and Westfield
resident Frank Arena ran unsuccess-

fully for the office of Union
County Freeholder in 2004
and told The Leader that
“when I’m in that council
seat, I do want to be proac-
tive and enthusiastic in
reaching out to the county,
so that we can talk to them
about shared services.”

He continued, “Most
people don’t realize this, but
we send about $25 million a
year down to Elizabeth.
That’s a lot of money. Our
school budget was about $65
to $70 million. That’s a lot of
money also, but the people
in Westfield can see the
schools and the textbooks.
[A budget of] $25 million –
people in town have a tough
time seeing that.”

Mr. Arena replaced Pe-
ter Echausse on the ticket after Mr.
Echausse chose not to run for re-
election. A resident of Coleman Place
in the first ward since 1996, Mr. Arena
has helped out with his son’s soccer
and lacrosse teams, in addition to
being active on the College Men’s
Club and the United Way.

The first ward will eventually be
home to a 49,000-square-foot public-
storage facility, owned by the county,
adjacent to the Ralph Froehlich Pub-
lic Safety Building.

If elected, Mr. Arena said he wants
to rally a group of council members
together to attend freeholder meet-
ings in Elizabeth.

“There’s been no communication
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GRAND OL’ POLITICS...Westfield Leader editor Michael Pol-
lack, left, discusses town issues with Republican council candi-
dates Frank Arena (Ward 1) and incumbents JoAnn Neylan
(Ward 2), Mark Ciarrocca (Ward 3) and Jim Foerst (Ward 4)
in the Leader offices last Friday. Watch the full interview and
read up on the candidates at goleader.com/07election.

Cell Carriers File App.
To Build 130-ft. Tower
CRANFORD – Westfield residents

John and Jenny Schuvart of Manitou
Circle notified The Westfield Leader
on Monday morning that Verizon
Wireless, Omnipoint Communica-
tions, New Cingular Wireless (AT&T)
and Sprint have filed a joint applica-
tion with the zoning board of the
Township of Cranford for approval to
construct a wireless-communications
facility at the Cranford Swim Club,
located at 201 County Park Drive.

The Schuvarts said they were con-
cerned about the 130-foot “mono-
pole” that the facility would feature,
especially “after [successfully] fight-
ing the one at Wychwood Gardens.”

The applicants have applied for
use, height and setback variances.
The zoning board has scheduled a
public hearing on the joint applica-
tion for next Monday, October 15, at
8:15 p.m. at Cranford’s municipal
building, located at 8 Springfield
Avenue.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
BALLOONS OF HOPE...Participants in the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Light the Night Walk gather on the
Presbyterian Church lawn on Mountain Avenue in Westfield. The approximately 700 walkers hold balloons – white ones
for survivors and red for supporters – commemorating lives touched by blood cancers. The event raised more than $96,000
to help find a cure for the cancers, according to Gina Panas of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Topps Meat Co. Closes
Following E-Coli Outbreak

By DEBRA DOWLING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Shoppers and suppliers of
frozen “Topps” hamburger patties
continue to express surprise that the
family-owned business shut down
Friday after a massive recall proved
too costly for the company to handle.

Less than a week ago, Topps Meat
Company in Elizabeth was the
nation’s largest producer of frozen
beef, but a recall of more than 21
million pounds of meat that health
officials say may be contaminated
with E-coli bacteria has wiped out the
67-year-old company.

Local supermarkets, including the
Clark and Garwood Shop-Rites and
Kings supermarkets, promptly re-
moved all products following the re-
call late last month.

“I never even knew how much we
carried until we had to get rid of
them,” said a worker at the Garwood
Shop-Rite.

Topps laid off 77 workers Friday,
leaving a skeleton staff of about 10 to
work with U.S. Department of Agri-
culture inspectors and handle paper-
work, but Topps Chief Operating
Officer Anthony D’Urso said the com-
pany would be closing.

“In one week, we have gone from

the largest U.S. manufacturer of fro-
zen hamburgers to a company that
cannot overcome the economic real-
ity of a recall this large,” he said. “We
sincerely regret the impact this will
have on our employees, on our cus-
tomers and suppliers, and the com-
munity.”

Bacteria-tainted hamburgers may
have sickened 25 people in eight
states, including a Florida teenager
who reportedly suffered kidney fail-
ure in August after eating a Topps
hamburger patty tainted with E-coli
that her mother bought at Wal-Mart
in the Fort Lauderdale area.

Florida and Indiana appear to have
the largest number of cases, and there
have been four possible cases in New
Jersey, according to the state’s health
department, which is still conducting
an investigation.

“It’s a shame, but E-coli is serious
stuff,” said Karen Archer of Westfield,
who said she had been a regular buyer
of the frozen meat and wondered why
freezer cases suddenly went empty at
Shop-Rite and Wal-Mart.

Founded in 1940, Topps was a lead-
ing manufacturer and supplier of pre-
mium-branded frozen burgers and was
a contract manufacturer as well, in-

Westfield Student Test Scores
Exceed State’s Proficiency Rates

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan announced
to the board of education on Tuesday
that “all students have surpassed state
proficiency rates” as per the results of
state-mandated tests students took last
spring.

These annual assessments, which
include GEPA (for eighth graders),
HSPA (for 11th graders) and NJ ASK
(for grades 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7), test students
in mathematics and language arts.

Ms. Dolan reported that “for every
single school, we surpassed school
requirements.” This includes special-
education students, English-language
learners and all other subgroups, the
superintendent noted.

She began her discussion of the test-
ing results with an overview of state-

wide results, pointing specifically to
the fourth-grade assessments. She said
41 percent of New Jersey fourth grad-
ers are considered advanced proficient
in mathematics, while 6.7 percent are
advanced proficient in language arts.

“Parents can be misled by the re-
sults they get,” said Ms. Dolan. Point-
ing to the percentages, she said,
“Clearly, the tests are not equivalent.
So just take this warning – don’t think
you can equate these results, because
you can’t.”

The superintendent suggested to
parents who are analyzing test results
to take note of district/state compari-
sons and use the test results as a guide.
“I’m not saying the tests are useless;
they’re not,” she said. “I’m just saying
that the results are not the same from
test to test or grade to grade.”

On average, 93.4 percent of

Westfield students tested above state
standards in language arts; the state-
wide number is 81.1 percent. In math-
ematics, 93 percent of Westfield stu-
dents are above state standards. For
the state, 77.6 percent of students fall
into that category.

“Because our scores are so high, we
have the luxury of being able to focus
on a student, a grade level, a class – on
something specific that might need
our attention,” said Ms. Dolan.

Board member Gary McGready
asked if these tests determine whether
a district is adhering to the No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) requirements.
He asked whether there is any way to
accurately monitor “how close we
are to the line” as far as not meeting
the requirements.

“As a district, we are fine,” replied
Ms. Dolan. “We do have some sub-
groups that we are worried about,
especially as NCLB standards are
going up in the spring,” she said.

In other business, the board voted
to accept a gift from the Wilson El-
ementary School Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization to re-grade the infield with
clay, sod the outfield and reposition
the sprinklers.

Board member and Facilities Com-
mittee Chairman Richard Solomon
reported that the gift was “somewhere
in the $22,000 range.” The PTO has
already raised the money, he said.

Board member Anne Riegel ex-
pressed concern about organizations
beginning the fundraising process
without seeking prior approval from
the board. She asked about the stand-
ing policy in this capacity.

Mr. Solomon replied that the policy
states that organizations must seek
approval for major projects from the
school principal and superintendent.
“We have it in policy; maybe we just
need to reiterate it to the public,” he
said.

Mr. McGready suggested that the
policy provide a specific monetary
amount for which organizations must
seek prior approval, so as to alleviate
the ambiguity of what defines a major
project.

Board President Ginny Leiz agreed:
“It is very ambiguous. It would be
hard to follow the letter of the law
when it doesn’t state it in the policy
clearly.”

Ms. Leiz also reported that she and
Ms. Dolan, along with Julia Walker,
board vice president, and Business
Administrator Robert Berman, met
recently with Mayor Andy Skibitsky
“to find ways to work together and
share resources to serve the commu-
nity.”

One matter they talked about was
the importance of a town-wide emer-
gency-alert system. “It would make
sense for us to use the same system
and jointly share the cost,” Ms. Leiz
said.
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Mtside. Council Disagrees
 With 4Connections Proposal

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – “This is a resi-
dential area, so why do you want to
put it here?” Councilman Keith Turner
asked Richard DeAngelis, a repre-
sentative from the telecommunica-
tions utility 4Connections, at Tues-
day night’s council work session.

4 Connections made a presentation
of a possible route that would allow
the company to provide services to

large enterprises outside of
Mountainside. Setting up fiber-optic
cables within the borough would al-
low the company to provide service
from “point to point,” according to
the presentation. The company’s goal
is to place the cables on certain utility
poles and conduits that already exist
in the borough.

“It would make more sense to go
straight up Route 22, instead of a
residential area,” Mr. Turner said.

The route design maps out streets
the connection would go through,
which include a privately owned
street. “We don’t negotiate route de-
sign,” Mr. DeAngelis said.

According to Mr. DeAngelis, under
the Federal Telecommunications Act
of 1996, the company is entitled to the
right-of-way to set up its fiber-optic
cables throughout municipalities.

“So you came to ask our permis-
sion, but the only answer we can give
you is ‘Yes?’” asked Councilman Glen
Mortimer.

Mr. DeAngelis responded that
while the company retains the right to
set up the cables, the borough is al-
lowed to establish conditions.

Mayor Robert Viglianti asked that
4 Connections make another presen-
tation with the company’s engineer
present to answer any questions the
council may have. “You’re talking
economics, not what’s convenient for
the borough,” Mayor Viglianti said.

In other council business, officials
discussed additional actions in regards
to the borough’s vandalism ordinance.


