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Berkeley Heights Artist
Leads Pastel Workshop

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Nancy
Ori of Berkeley Heights, a local in-
structor and exhibiting artist, will join
fellow pastel artists and lead a work-
shop group during a full day of pastel
painting at the Frelinghuysen Arbo-
retum in Morristown.

The event – to run on Saturday,
October 20, with a rain date ofSaturday
, October 27 –begins at 9:30 a.m. and
ends at 4 p.m. with an artists’ reception
open to the public. The group of three
instructors will work as a team to pro-
duce The Pastel Picnic for the second
time at the arboretum.

The workshop will focus on devel-
oping the skills necessary to capture
the varied landscape, architecture,
gardens and sites of interest at the
arboretum. The day is open to all
levels of pastel artists.

Tuition for the day of instruction
and painting is $80 for members of
the arboretum or $95 for non-mem-
bers. Membership is $25.

For additional information, contact
Ms. Ori at (908) 790-8820. Registra-
tions can be made with the Frelinghuysen
Arboretum, located at 53 East Hanover
Avenue, at (973) 326-7603.

Lorenzo Lamas to Star in
Dracula at Premiere Stages

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University continues its 2007 season
with a revival of Dracula, starring
renowned film and television star
Lorenzo Lamas. The production, an
adaptation of Bram Stoker’s famous
novel, runs from Saturday, October
27 through November 3 at Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre, located
at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union.

The production, as directed by Pre-
miere Stages artistic director John
Wooten, will feature a naturalistic
approach to the classic tale.

“This is not another musical or
comic revival that pokes fun at
history’s darkest character,” Mr.
Wooten said. “Our aim is to transport
the audience to 19th-Century England
for a heart-pounding ride that pro-
vides no escape from the ‘undead.’”

Mr. Lamas garnered acclaim for
his work on “Falcon Crest” before
starring in additional network pro-

grams that included “Bold and the
Beautiful,” “The Immortal” and “Ren-
egade.” His films include Lethal, Vi-
per and Mask of Death.

Located on the main campus of
Kean University, Premiere Stages
offers affordable prices, air-condi-
tioned facilities and free parking in
close proximity to the theaters.

Wilkins will stage the production
on Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Sunday at 3 p.m. and Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 2 and 8 p.m. Tickets
range from $15 to $25. Patrons with a
valid blood-donor card receive “two-
for-one” tickets. To order tickets, call
the Wilkins Theatre Box Office at
908-737-SHOW (7469) or visit
kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages offers free or dis-
counted tickets to handicapped patrons.
For a list of sign-interpreted, audio-
described or open-captioned perfor-
mances, call (908) 737-SHOW (7469).

Casino Night Comes
To Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS – Saint
Bartholomew Academy’s second-an-
nual Casino Night will be held on Sat-
urday, October 20, from 7 to 11 p.m.

The night will feature a variety of
games, including blackjack, craps,
poker, Caribbean stud, roulette and
money wheel.

There will be prizes and a silent
auction. Atlantic City rules will apply.

Casino Night is a fundraiser for the
academy, located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Tickets are $50 per person and in-
clude $100 start-up chips, two free
drinks and hors d’oeuvres.

Those who make reservations by
Wednesday, October 10 will receive
$200 in start-up chips.

For tickets or more information, call
Karen Ryan at (908) 889-4684 or e-
mail hsa@stbartholomewchurch.org.

WCP to Hold Auditions
For Crimes of the Heart

WESTFIELD – Director Fred
Cuozzo of Westfield Community
Players (WCP) will hold open audi-
tions for the Beth Henley dramedy
Crimes of the Heart on October 8,
and 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the WCP theater
at 1000 North Avenue West in
Westfield.

Callbacks, if needed, will take place
on October 10 at 7:30 p.m. Rehears-
als start in late October; the show
opens January 5, 2008, for three week-
ends.

This Pulitzer Prize-winning play is
set in Hazlehurst, Miss., where the
Magrath sisters have come together
as their grandfather is dying.

The oldest Magrath sister remains

unmarried and faces diminishing
prospects, while the middle sister
moves back home after a failed sing-
ing career and the youngest gets out
on bail after shooting her husband.

Their troubles, alternately grave
and ridiculous, comprise the story of
three sisters escaping the past to seize
the future.

Cast requirements are as follows:
four women and two men, all be-
tween 20s and 40s; all must affect a
Southern accent.

Auditions will consist of readings
from the script, which will be pro-
vided.

For more information, call (908)
232-9568.

LOST AND FOUND…Westfield sixth-
grader Sam Hays will perform in a
national-touring production of Peter
Pan. In Sam’s first professional role, he
will play the leader of the Lost Boys in
a musical production that will tour the
United States and Canada from Octo-
ber through March. Sam is also an
understudy for the role of Michael
Darling. He is a member of the Little
Opera Company, a division of the NJ
Workshop for the Arts and a member
of NJPAC’s Young Artist Institute. The
production will make a local appear-
ance this Saturday, October 6, at Kean
University’s Wilkins Theater with a
matinee and evening performance.
Tickets are available at keanstage.com
by clicking on family events.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Director David Cronenberg’s East-
ern Promises begins its tensely ab-
sorbing, sinister delve into the world
of the Russian Mafia with the grue-
some death of a 14-year-old, pregnant
prostitute. Anna, the midwife (Naomi
Watts) who discovers the dope-ad-
dicted mom’s diary, hopes it’s a key to
the tragedy. Oh…the baby survived.

That’s the initial motivation. If Anna
can’t locate the little girl’s relatives, the
waif becomes a ward of the state. The
stage is set. As Moviedom is wont to
prove time and again, the road to perdi-
tion is paved with good intentions. It’s
also more exciting if the Samaritan
journeyer is an unwitting innocent. The
midwife brings the journal home.

There, in the London household
inhabited by her often drunk, dyspep-
tic Russian uncle, she asks him to
translate the chronicle. But, just to be
ornery, it’s nyet. Just as well. Call it
intuition. Could be there’s something
Uncle Stepan (Jerzy Skolimowsky)
shouldn’t see.

Her next move, prompted by a busi-
ness card found in the diary, takes the
intrepid lass to the Trans-Siberian
Restaurant. In the baroque, damask-
shrouded space run by Armin Mueller-
Stahl’s Semyon, she’s offered a ladle
of borscht, but no answers.

All the same, Anna suspects she’s
in hot soup. You don’t need your
Zagat to know that “while Russian
émigrés from both the imperial past
and the post Soviet tumble frequent
this old favorite for sumptuous re-
pasts and to celebrate new miseries,
that Trans-Siberian is actually a front
for the vori v zakone (thieves in law)
is what gives it an intriguing cachet.”

Besides, there sure are a lot of
comings and goings. And why would
a restaurateur need a chauffeur posted
outside, practically 24-7? At least
that’s how Nikolai, the rather myste-
rious fellow in black trench coat and
sunglasses, repeatedly identifies him-
self: “I am just driver.”

Managing a devilish array of confus-
ing emotions, Viggo Mortensen’s enig-
matic Nikolai does a smirk that re-
minds of those optical-illusion charms
that once came in candy packages. Look
at it one way, it’s a cat; another way, it’s
a dog. Only in his case, it is at once a
terrifying scowl and comforting smile.

Still, when her motorcycle won’t
start, Naomi Watts’s brave gal ac-
cepts a ride home. Hey, her uncle just
indiscreetly informed why her last
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Eastern Promises
From Russia with Crime

beau dumped her. She’s vulnerable.
But Nikolai warns, “Stay away from
people like me.” Oh well, just as long
as she isn’t hoping to reform him.

That’s unlikely. Though currently
serving as bodyguard/playmate to
Semyon’s loose-cannon son, Kirill
(Vincent Cassel), Nikolai is on the
trajectory to earning the star tattoos
above his heart that denote investiture.
A timeworn tale that nonetheless works
again, the knight is outshining the
prince. That could be trouble.

Meanwhile, back at the dysfunc-
tional digs, curiosity gets the best of
the curmudgeonly uncle. He surrep-
titiously reads the diary, oh boy, oh
boy. Never mind the plot-divulging
details. Semyon was the last one Anna
should have shown the telltale tome.
A suddenly sober Stepan sums up the
danger: “I know these people.” Anna
names the baby Christine.

The borscht thickens. But said pos-
sible case of incrimination is only
one of several never-ending chal-
lenges to Semyon’s fiefdom. For ex-
ample, a Chechen group is upset that
crazy Kirill, as a matter of vanity, has
executed one of its top operatives.

In fact, Nikolai’s role as “funeral
director” in that matter is what helped
ingratiate him with the gang. It also
introduces the first of several very
graphic scenes. Doubtless, many films
have boasted greater volumes of nas-
tiness. But pound for pound of muti-
lated flesh, this stuff’s about as grisly
as it gets.

Steven Knight’s screenplay
complements the physical horror with
an equally disturbing look into the
psychology of these villains. Similar
to what we’ve witnessed in The God-
father (1972) et al, there’s plenty
hypocritical talk of honor.

And many of the codes and rituals
apparently translate from Black Hand
to Triads to this Muscovite brand of
scourge. Yet the thesis here is that
accentuated stereotypes identify these
worst of every kind. Thus in this case,
an air of fatality permeates. Chekhov
does Goodfellas.

Momentary victories merely pro-
pel these nogoodniks toward that un-
explainable, unavoidable destiny only
they understand. Effective art direc-
tion and cinematography utilize the
dreary London locales to impart the
hopelessness. A musical score only a
tad less cheery than “The Song of the
Volga Boatmen” seals the mood.

But aha, there is our heroine. She’s
made a vow, both to herself and
Christine’s martyred mom. If paper
beats rock, maybe hope beats gloom.
And so in trying to figure out this
Nikolai guy while also keeping the
baby alive, Anna puts us at seat’s
edge, uncomfortable as heck but won-
dering if she’ll be able to keep her
Eastern Promises.

* * * *
Eastern Promises, rated R, is a Focus

Features release directed by David
Cronenberg and stars Viggo Mortensen,
Naomi Watts and Armin Mueller-Stahl.
Running time: 100 minutes.

D’OH…The Simpsons have taken up residence in the children’s room of the
Springfield Free Public Library. The library received the larger-than-life-size
characters as a gift to the township from 20th Century Fox Film Corporation for
participating in their “The Simpsons Movie Springfield Challenge.” This Sunday,
from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m., the public can attend the Simpsons party. People can take
their pictures with the Simpsons or visit with live Simpson characters as they roam
the stacks. The event will feature a craft activity for children and Homer’s favorite
donuts, provided by the local Dunkin’ Donuts. The Springfield Free Public Library
is located at 66 Mountain Avenue. For more information, call (973) 376-4930.

Seton Hall University
Presents The Crucible
SOUTH ORANGE – Seton Hall

University Arts Council presents
Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, begin-
ning October 19, in Seton Hall
University’s Theatre-In-The-Round.
The play, directed by James McGlone,
professor of theatre in the department
of communication, will launch Seton
Hall’s theater productions.

The Crucible, written by Arthur
Miller, tells the story of the Salem
Witch Trials in 1692. The play pro-
vides an example of the recurring
challenge to the freedoms Americans
routinely enjoy.

Tickets may be purchased through
the ticket office in the Seton Hall
University Center or online at
a r t s c i . s h u . e d u / a r t s c o u n c i l /
tickets.htm. Prices are $15 for regular
admission, $12 for alumni, children
and senior citizens and $8 for stu-
dents (with a valid ID), faculty and
staff. Performances are at 7:30 p.m.
on October 19, 20, 26 and 27, and 2
p.m. on October 21 and 28.

For more information, visit
artsci.shu.edu/theatre.

Trailside Offers New
Adult Art Workshop
MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside Na-

ture and Science Center in
Mountainside will offer a new art
workshop for adults ages 18 and older
on the creative and engrossing art
technique of touch drawing this Sat-
urday from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Linda Howe, a certified art teacher
and touch-drawing instructor for the
past five years, will teach the workshop.
Participants will experience the flow,
flexibility and creativity of mono-
printing – a process in which finger
pressure impresses a design from
underneath paper submerged in paint.

Participants can make countless
prints using a Plexiglas panel, a soft
rubber brayer, water mixable oil paints
and paper on which to “touch draw.”
Participants should bring an apron or
old shirt to wear while painting.

Space is limited; pre-registration is
required. The fee is $15 for Union
County residents and $20 for out-of-
county participants. The fee includes
all materials.

For additional information visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence Road.

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER…Rick Delaney and Harriett Trangucci
welcome a somewhat unwilling dinner guest in Omnium Gatherum, presented by
The Theater Project, Union County College’s professional theater company.

Community Players Open
Season with Born Yesterday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players’ (WCP) produc-
tion of Garson Kanin’s political com-
edy Born Yesterday opens this Satur-
day, October 6, at 8 p.m. in the theater
at 1000 North Avenue West.

The show continues Friday and Sat-
urday evenings October 12, 13, 19, 20,
26 and 27, with all reserved seat tick-
ets at $15. There are benefit perfor-
mances open to the general public on
October 12 and 19, with tickets avail-
able from sponsoring organizations.

Call the box office at (908) 232-
1221 for further details. Note that all
non-member tickets must be pre-paid
to secure a reservation and WCP
member tickets will not be honored
for benefit performances.

Director Jon Heron has the cast in
final rehearsals for the October 6 open-
ing, assisted by producer Kay Macrae
and stage manager Barbara Ruban.

Set in wartime Washington, D.C.,
Harry Brock is a corrupt tycoon who
brings his showgirl mistress Billie
Dawn with him to the Capitol as he
tries to convince some members of
Congress to vote his way.

Realizing Billie Dawn needs some
polish, he hires a journalist to educate
her and keep her busy while he wines
and dines the congressmen. As the
writer falls in love with Billie, she
realizes how corrupt Harry really is
and begins interfering with his plans
to “buy” a few congressmen.

Harry Brock (John Correll) and
Billie Dawn (Barbara Riecken) are
targeting Senator and Mrs. Hedges
played by Stan Kaplan of Westfield
and Jean Kuras.

Either starting or trying to thwart

the political shenanigans are Ed
Devery (Charlie Dietz), Paul Verrall
(Einar Gunn), Eddie Brock (Keith
Sampino) and Helen (Sandy Polsky
of Cranford).

Viewing from the sidelines while
offering their own perspective on
politics are Phillip Nolf (Westfield),
Desiree Ewankov (Westfield) and
Mike Bieber (Westfield).

Art Assoc. Travels
To Phila. Museum

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
will take its fall trip to the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art on Thursday,
November 8.

The group will view the “Renoir
Landscapes,” public and private col-
lections devoted to Renoir’s view of
nature. This is the exhibit’s only show-
ing in the United States.

The bus will depart from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at 8:30 a.m.
and return around 5 p.m. The $50 cost
includes bus, exhibition ticket and audio
tour. Those interested in reserving seats
should contact Anne Gibbons at (908)
232-2631 by Saturday, October 6.

After Last Year’s Success,
Berke Goes to Bat for Charity

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After a successful
inaugural effort, Westfield eighth grader
Daniel Berke and his friends – 25 in all
– took to the baseball diamond once
more to benefit those less fortunate.

Created last year to satisfy his
Mitzvah Project – an initiative that
stresses the importance of good deeds
and philanthropy – “Daniel’s Charity
Baseball Game” benefited the resi-
dents of Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital in Mountainside in 2006.

In 2007, the game’s second edition
had a different level of importance to
Daniel.

“It was more meaningful [than last
year] because I just did it because I
wanted to,” Daniel, 13, said. “I wanted
to give to charity.”

Echoing her son’s comments, Meg
Berke said, “This year he just did it
because it feels good to help others.
You do it because you want to. It
absolutely has more meaning. That’s
what so nice about it.”

Daniel’s father, Evan Berke, con-
curred, saying, “I’m proud of the kid.
He did it of his own volition. He just
wanted to do it. It takes on more
meaning when it’s that way.”

Choosing a charitable beneficiary
can prove difficult, but the choice
came easily for Daniel, who thought
of his experiences with Idella LaPierre
when making his decision.

Mrs. Berke told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that Ms.
LaPierre, who is in her 80s, makes

trips to the Berke residence to collect
clothes and household items that the
family donates. Ms. LaPierre then
“pairs [what she receives] with people
who need them,” Mrs. Berke said.

As Mrs. Berke explained, Ms.
LaPierre gives the Berkes a receipt
for tax purposes, which denotes the
St. Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth – the recipient Daniel chose.

“Daniel wanted to do it as a surprise
to her,” she added. “So, he went ahead
and made the decision. He didn’t tell
her. [When she learned], she came to
the game and was thrilled.”

Ms. LaPierre speaks fondly of Daniel,
describing a “loving, kind young man”
who would offer anything he could to
help and would run outside barefoot to
carry things to her car.

“Daniel is one of my favorite young
men,” she said. “It’s a religious fam-
ily. They trained him well – I can tell.”

Saying she “volunteers everyday
for someone in need,” Ms. LaPierre
references a passage from the Book
of Matthew in which God outlines
how he will judge nations, specifying
that he will view favorably those who
feed the hungry, welcome the stranger,
clothe the naked and care for the sick.

Because of Daniel’s willingness to
help others and act in a loving, consid-
erate way, she feels “he has Christ in his
life…and it doesn’t make a difference
what denomination or religion you are.”

Daniel holds Ms. LaPierre in high
esteem as well, saying “she’s such a
sweet, caring person. She loves when
you donate. [She’s] just a people per-
son. She cares about everybody.”

Mr. Berke notes that when she
would come over, “she’d hug and kiss
us. The love she generated and showed
Dan…had to make him consider her
and [St. Joseph’s].”

So the choice to involve Ms.
LaPierre and St. Joseph’s in the game
came quite naturally, and on Septem-
ber 15, two teams, clad in black and
gold uniforms, took the field at

Tamaques Park to do their part.
As Mrs. Berke explained, “Each

player gave $20. We encouraged fami-
lies to watch the game. Parents bought
raffle tickets and silent-auction items
to bid on (including a Jason Kidd-
signed basketball, which went for
$225). Some pledged a fixed amount
for a number of runs (individuals in
Mrs. Berke’s office pledged varying
amounts, totaling $400), and people
donated money for food and drinks.”

Although the weather didn’t ap-
pear favorable to start, clear skies
emerged at noon, and the game began
without postponement.

“We had a great turnout and a lot of
fun,” Daniel’s mother recounted.
“Daniel did a really good job. He went
door-to-door garnering donations. He
got 17 raffle items and food donated.”

To Daniel’s father, his son gained
invaluable experience by relating his
project to prospective businesses and
successfully landing their contributions.

“I’m most impressed with how he
confronted business owners, shook
their hands, looked them in the eye to
request that they donate to the cause.
It’s a tremendous learning
experience…It’s remarkable how
well people respond to goodness.”

All together, the game garnered
$2,350, which will aid the Elizabeth
center.

Sister Jacinta Fernandes, director
of St. Joseph’s Social Service Center,
said, “It’s wonderful to see young
people with that type of compassion
and commitment to the community

and for people less fortunate.”
She said the money will go towards

“a number of things,” including food
the center purchases through the com-
munity food bank, a prescription pro-
gram to help people pay for medica-
tions, bus passes for those in the
center’s job program and other basic
necessities.

She explained that in the job pro-
gram, people come to classes for six
weeks, learning computer skills,
résumé writing, interviewing tech-
niques, math and English in order to
prepare for finding a job.

“When they interview and…get a
job, we provide their bus tickets until
they receive their first paycheck,”
Sister Jacinta noted.

In terms of her overall reaction, she
said, “we weren’t expecting it. It was
a nice surprise.”

While the day surrounded the cause
away from the ballpark, a game did
go on, which Daniel’s Gold team won
8-7 in comeback fashion.

“It was 7-3 going into the second-
to-last inning,” Daniel said. “I got a
single and a double (in addition to a
nice catch, which his dad notes), and
we came back to win.”

Teammate and friend TJ Lutz said,
“The whole thing was great…He’s
been organizing this 24/7, and he
raised a lot of money. It was a ton of
fun.”

TJ also added that the day had
increased meaning because “It was
from his heart…Why not do it again?”

Daniel reiterated, when speaking
to The Leader/Times, that he “didn’t
do the project for a reward. I know
that [the center] will do something
useful with the donations. It won’t go
to build a building.”

To Ms. LaPierre, that level of think-
ing and foresight is atypical for some-
one with 13 years of life experience.

“It’s amazing at his young age,”
she said. “It’s such a blessing. I thank
God for him.”

Daniel Berke’s Charity Baseball Game

and he seems to garner the adamant
respect of both performers and audi-
ence alike.

That kind of pas-
sion for a classic
and sometimes-ar-
chaic-seeming art
form is what has
preserved the
WSO and the
more-than-150-
year-old Rigoletto.
WSO Executive
Director Elizabeth
Ryan said, “In a
time when most or-
chestras are con-
tracting, the
Westfield Sym-
phony is continu-
ally expanding, a
tribute to the con-
ductor and his pas-
sion.”

According to Ms. Ryan, the expan-
sion of the WSO is both financial —
the budget has increased 70 percent
in the last five years —and geographi-
cal. And yet in a time when popular
music becomes more mainstream with
the further innovation of the Internet,
we see the WSO expanding.

Yes, it would have been nice to see
some kind of scenery, costumes or a
plastic sword now and again, but the

concert did not
depend on high
production. The
experience of
Rigoletto was
wholly secured in
the music, which
the soloists
brought to life.

And while the
production may
not have been the
three most excit-
ing hours of my
life, those who
were actually will-
ing to read the
loose translations
of the music in the
program could tell
that this concert

had more murder, betrayal and twists
of fate than the average episode of
“The OC.”

If younger people dared to experi-
ence an opera in concert, they too
might be pleasantly surprised.

Julia Burns is a junior Journalism
student at Westfield High School.
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SUMMIT SEASON OPENING FOR
WSO...WSO debuts in Summit to a full
house at Central Presbyterian Church
with silver-anniversary, season-open-
ing performance of Verdi’s Rigoletto in
concert. Maestro Wroe, center, appears
with renowned international guest so-
loists, from left to right, Eduardo
Calcano, September Bigalow, Jiyeun
Cholee and Daeson No.

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times


