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On September 27, New Jersey’s
District 21 Democratic Senatorial
Candidate Gina Genovese received
the endorsement of the Women’s
Political Caucus of New Jersey.

The New Jersey Women’s Political
Caucus is an organization that
promotes pro-choice candidates. “A
woman’s right to choose is an
essential civil right. Our Supreme
Court correctly affirmed this right
under our Constitution in 1973,” Ms.
Genovese said. “The protection of
our civil rights is what makes this
country great, which is why I am
excited about the endorsement by
this bi-partisan organization.”

Ms. Genovese began her
community life as the owner of
Gina’s Tennis World in Berkeley

State Senator Tom Kean, Assem-
blyman Eric Munoz and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick were recently en-
dorsed by the NJ Environmental Fed-
eration (NJEF) for their re-election to
represent New Jersey’s 21st legisla-
tive district.

“The New Jersey Environmental
Federation understands that the health
of our families and the strength of our
economy are directly related to pro-
tecting and preserving our environ-
ment,” said Sen. Kean. “I am honored
to be endorsed by such a worthwhile
organization and I look forward to
building upon our strong working
relationship.”

Senator Kean, Assemblyman Munoz
and Assemblyman Bramnick have
been outspoken advocates of such en-
vironmental issues as energy conser-
vation, the development and use of
alternative fuels and open space pres-
ervation. All three have introduced
various legislative initiatives that would
encourage the purchase of alternative
fuel vehicles, promote the use of envi-
ronmentally friendly cleaning prod-
ucts and limit the release of green-
house gas emissions into the air.

Fiscal Fact No. 103 Heights, a business she has run for
25 years. From this community
background, she developed skills in
helping others to achieve their goals.
Ms. Genovese became the first
Democrat mayor of Long Hill
Township.

“Nothing has ever been handed to
me,” she said. “I’ve had to work for
what I’ve achieved.”

It is this work ethic, along with
the ability to bring opposing
viewpoints to a collective place of
understanding, that guides Ms.
Genovese in her pursuit to bring
reform and results to the New Jersey
Senate.

For more information, call Ward
Saxton at (908) 464-3057 or e-mail
gina@ginagenovese.com.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
LD-21 Senator Tom Kean

Assemblymen Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz

During the most recent legislative
session, Senator Kean sponsored and
Assemblyman Munoz and Assem-
blyman Bramnick co-sponsored the
“Global Warming Response Act,”
which aims to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. It was signed into law on
July 6, 2007.

“As residents of the nation’s most
densely populated state, New
Jerseyans understand the importance
and challenges of protecting our en-
vironment,” stated Mr. Munoz. “I am
proud of being recognized as a leader
on this front.”

“The New Jersey Environmental
Federation is an organization that does
much good for the environment
through their aggressive advocacy,”
said Mr. Bramnick. “I am pleased
that they have recognized that the
policies I advocate for reflect my
commitment to New Jersey’s natural
resources.”

The New Jersey Environmental Fed-
eration (NJEF) is New Jersey’s largest
non-profit grass roots environmental
organization. It has 150,000 individual
members and an additional 100 mem-
ber groups.
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By PATRICIA QUATTROCCHI
Candidate for Union County Freeholder

The Tax Foundation, a nonpartisan
tax research group based in Washing-
ton, D.C., released among it’s find-
ings in September what it calls “Fis-
cal Fact No. 103.” Fact No. 103 ad-
dresses “Where Property Taxes Hit
Homeowners Hardest.” Disappoint-
ingly, Union County once again
landed on this hit parade in slot num-
ber nine.

The foundation was formed in 1937
in the heart of the Great Depression
by a group of business executives.

They came together with the pur-
pose of monitoring the fiscal activi-
ties of all levels of government and,
through research and analysis, would
inform and educate Americans on
government finance.

With information and statistics
drawn from government entities such
as the Bureau of Labor Statistics and
the Census Bureau, the foundation
put together its annual national Top-
Ten list of those counties with popu-
lations of 65,000 or more where the
residents paid the highest property
taxes.

One can argue that here in the north-
east, mainly in New Jersey and New
York City, we also have high per-
capita income, so it stands to reason
that high property-tax bills are usu-
ally found in the areas with the high-
est incomes; however, another report
recently revealed that, here in New

Jersey, about 50 percent of our resi-
dents spend over 50 percent of their
pre-income-tax salaries just to pro-
vide housing for their families; this
leaves precious little for everything
else.

Though it appears that some Union
County residents are doing just fine,
many are actually feeling the finan-
cial burden of excessive taxation and
have let it be known that as soon as
their children are finished with their
educations, they plan to vacate the
area and head for greener pastures
where their dollars will go further.

The Union County Freeholders this
year have increased the tax levy on
the residents by 3 percent; though
that appears to be cutting us all a
break, does it really?

Municipalities like Westfield and
Summit still will send more tax dol-
lars to the county than they keep to
operate their own towns. Something
is seriously wrong with this picture,
as those same towns receive very
little back in the form of county ser-
vices. In terms of the services that
they do receive, the towns could cer-
tainly handle most of those chores
themselves.

Residents should take a look around
and ask the question, “what is county
government doing for me?”

Since real-estate taxes are based on
property evaluations and the prices
that homes fetch when sold, one is
left to ponder how the current de-
pressed housing market will impact a
family’s shelter costs during the next
budget cycle in 2008.

It is doubtful that taxes would fall
when home prices do, as towns cer-
tainly would not be reassessing home
values frequently, but when a few
McMansions are erected and sold in
smaller towns, the tax rate in that
municipality can climb steeply, as it
is assumed that all the houses in that
town are of comparable value.

Surely, residents are now thinking
that, with all of the money they are
paying in taxes, with no reform in
sight, that Union County should be in
the top 10 of counties in the United
States, but for things that would make
them proud.

For instance, our children should
have the best reading scores and the
highest SAT results; we should have
the lowest crime rates. After all, we
are paying thousands annually.

The Republican team of
Quattrocchi, Russitano and Reilly
want those things to be a reality for
Union County and will promote only
responsible spending, zero-based
budgeting and will vote no for any
measure that would increase the tax
burden on the hard-working residents
of Union County.

A Frustrated Husband Writes:
Any day now, I am expecting a big
blowup between my wife and my
mother. My mother has many fixed
(rigid) ideas about the roles of men
and women. My wife works and is
five months pregnant. My mother
anticipates that Beth (disguised
name) will retire from work when
she has the baby and become a full-
time, stay-at-home mother.

Nothing could be further from
the truth. Beth and I agree that she
would be home during the first eight
months, and then we are quite com-
fortable in having a nanny or out-
side childcare. My mom also hints
at my work schedule when the baby
is born: “Beth’s job is the baby and
your job is to continue to focus and
move ahead at work.” Do you feel
we should wait awhile before tell-
ing Mother of our plan? We’ve been
able to keep peace in the family by
not confronting Mother with any
issues that would upset her.

Answer: You and Beth have to
decide when to share some of your
thoughts with your mother. The
problem is that the two of you have
withheld plans, thoughts, etc. in
order to “keep peace.” You and Beth
have a right to make a decision
regarding work, childcare or any-
thing you want to, and you should
not be dependent on your mother’s
anticipated reactions.

When both of you feel it is appro-
priate, you can talk to her pleas-
antly and directly. There’s nothing
wrong with disagreements; it be-
comes a problem when you with-
hold because of your anxiety re
another person’s reactions. Your
mother can disagree, but you have
the right to be in control re future
baby plans. And what do you mean
that Beth and your mother will have
a blowup? Any discussion should
be among the three of you, and you
initiating it; don’t let Beth be the
fall guy (or is it fall person?).

A Loyal Reader Writes: A few
columns ago you wrote about a
grandmother who was angry at the
choice of Dakota as a
granddaughter’s name. We have a
similar situation. My wife (who is

pregnant) and I have chosen names
if she has a girl: Cyd, Sydney or
Sam (Tiger Woods’ daughter’s
name). If it’s a boy, we like Robin.
My mother says the girl’s names
are, and sound like, boys’ names
and Robin is a girl’s name. She
wants us to select traditional names.
Why can’t we do what we want to
do?

Answer: You can and should do
it. Let no one live your life for you.
If you really want to lighten the
situation, buy her a copy of Johnny
Cash’s hit song “A Boy Named Sue.”
Maybe some humor will ease the
tension.

A Frustrated Father Writes: My
16-year-old daughter is heavy; I
mean she is fat; that she is obese,
grotesque. She has always been
heavy, and as a little child, she ate
everything in sight. My wife has put
her on diets; she’s been in different
exercise programs. Nothing works.
Because of this, she is a poor ath-
lete, and she embarrasses herself
and me when she runs after a ball or
tries competitive swimming. She is
shameful in a restaurant when she
eats her food and then tries to eat
mine. I can’t believe this is my
daughter. I have always taken pride
in my weight and healthy body. She
should be grateful to be living in a
home where her parents are doing
everything to make her feel and
look good. It’s a pity she doesn’t
see it that way!

Answer: I don’t either. She should
feel grateful living in a home with a
father who calls her names, criti-
cizes her and makes her feel that
she’s a loser? I don’t think so.

It is obvious that your daughter
has a weight/eating problem, and I
would urge you to continue to get
proper help for this. It is not easy
for any of you since she has had this
problem since childhood. But please
examine your behavior and attitude.
It is not helpful to name call, de-
mean her and talk about her inabil-
ity to perform. She must be in tre-
mendous pain. Please see a thera-
pist who can help you face your
angry, rejecting, anxious feelings
about your daughter.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Expectant Parents Have the Right
To Determine Plans for Childcare

FW Candidate Mitchell Criticizes
Opponent Stroz’s Letter to Editor

As the Fanwood Borough Council
President [and candidate for reelection to
the council] and a long-time liaison to the
Fanwood Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, I feel the need to respond to a recent
letter to the editor by a Republican candi-
date and clarify some information.

The candidate criticized a voluntary,
community-based process that the bor-
ough undertook in order to protect our
cherished historic district and revitalize
the long-ignored South Avenue corridor.
I’d like to ask the writer, where did he get
his information? I can attest to the fact
that he was not at any of the public meet-
ings when Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) was discussed. Let’s get
the facts straight.

TDR was only one approach that could
help us achieve these two goals. We are
currently reviewing other approaches.
Fanwood was given a grant from the State
of New Jersey to explore if TDR can work
in a community like ours. Let’s be clear:
there are no plans ready to be imple-
mented to increase density along the South
Avenue corridor.

High-density development in Fanwood
has always been a major concern to me
and that’s why I felt it was important for
the community to decide how best to
proceed with our last commercial area.
As a 50-year resident of Fanwood, I know
we all can agree that we need a better
supermarket and senior affordable hous-
ing in Fanwood. These are the opportuni-
ties that redeveloping the South Avenue
corridor could hold for Fanwood.

The previous Republican administra-

tion did not talk to the community and we
almost had over-development in our
downtown. The current administration of
Mayor Colleen Mahr was able to stop a
plan that relied on one big out-of-town
developer and the use of eminent domain.
Our approach to the area around the train
station was to work with the community
and our existing merchants to keep them
in town and invest where they have put in
long hours serving the residents of
Fanwood.

This approach has worked – just look at
the results. But the Republican candidates
want the borough council to stop the His-
toric Preservation Commission’s review
of our local historic ordinance. Stopping
their work is an invitation to developers to
come in and destroy our small town flavor.
Other communities have sat idly by while
homes have been ripped down.

I am very sad when I see an older house
torn down. I will not allow the further loss
of historic Fanwood homes to greedy
developers. The Fanwood Historic Pres-
ervation Commission was asked by the
council to review our ordinance to find
the best way to guarantee that future gen-
erations will know what makes Fanwood
special. I am working to make sure that
our historic district will be here to enjoy
past the next election cycle.

I only wish that the Republican candi-
dates would put the community first in-
stead of their own desire to get elected.

Kathy Mitchell, Candidate for
Reelection to the Fanwood Borough

Council
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First Aid Squads Won’t
Survive as 2nd Class
The results of the recently released

New Jersey EMS services study mirror
those of three previous studies in past
decades. Had some of the earlier recom-
mendations been timely implemented,
taxpayers might have saved this latest
$250,000 analysis tab.

The 78-year-old New Jersey State First
Aid Council continues reviewing the
lengthy document and will have more
extensive comments as discussions
progress. Two points merit immediate
attention, however:

New Jersey’s EMS system will not
collapse tomorrow, as some might insist.
Admittedly, it needs first aid of its own,
but we wouldn’t power up the defibrilla-
tor just yet.

Contrary to comments in the docu-
ment, the NJSFAC obliged fully with
reasonable requests for data. We did, how-
ever, decline to provide data that 1) was
asked of our organization alone, and not
requested of any other EMS providers in
the state, and 2) would not affect the
report. Singling out our EMS volunteers
for an unreasonable request, then charac-
terizing us as uncooperative is harmful
and wrong.

The study is correct that the EMS pro-
viders – volunteer and paid – are treated
as second-class citizens, always last in
the funding and consideration lines be-
hind fire and police, even though the
services we provide are just as vital. This
skewed mindset must change if New
Jersey’s EMS system is to survive.

Sue Van Orden, President
NJ State First Aid Council
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Reading is Good For You
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Invite Paulette in,
and she’ll bring results!

Paulette Eves

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Charming Split built in 1955.  Three bedrooms, 1 ½ baths with a built-in
garage that lets out onto Belmar Terrace.  The house has a family room on the ground level
and a finished basement with a recreation room, utility area, laundry area and an office.  There
is a large fenced-in yard with a deck off the dining room.  $549,900.  DIR: South Ave to
Central Ave #1402 (052111562)

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/7  1-5PM
1402 Central Avenue       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
   NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006

218 Canterbury Road, Westfield, New Jersey 
Open House Sunday, October 7th 1:00—4:00PM 

Illuminating classic style beautifully, this exquisite Wychwood Colonial brims with a seam-
less blending of timeless artistry and desirable amenities. Hardwood floors, archways, ex-
quisite moldings and custom built-ins enchant you while a superbly updated kitchen with  
coveted features welcomes you. The charming foyer opens to a gracious living room with  
marble surround fireplace, the formal dining room with bay window, spacious family room,  
library and den with full bath to craft an irresistible first floor. The lovely master suite with 
ample closet space, three additional bedrooms, a rec room and a wonderful professionally 
landscaped yard with bi-level deck compose an unsurpassed venue that warms your soul. 
Presented for $1,837,000.  Dir: E. Broad to Wychwood to Canterbury 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 


