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ALLEN GETS 3 TDs, SHEEHAN 1 TD, DUGAN 3 SACKS

Blue Devils Singe Cardinals
In Turkey Grid Classic, 28-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running back Malcolm Allen
cashed in on touchdown (TD) runs of
one yard, five yards and three yards,
and junior wide receiver Chris
Sheehan turned a pass from quarter-
back Tony DiIorio into a 27-yard TD
to give the Westfield High School
football team just enough points to
hold off Plainfield, 28-27, in the an-
nual Thanksgiving Day classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 22.

All of Allen’s 46 rushing yards

were right through the heart of the
Cardinal’s defensive line and it was
the first time since an injury in the
Linden game early in the season that
he could really play at 100 percent.

“I did have an injury. I got hit when
I was playing defense in the Linden
game. In that game, I just shook it off
and kept playing but, as I kept play-
ing, I realized that it was a lot worse
than I thought. I kept trying to come
back. I was back and forth. I missed
the Kearny, Union and Elizabeth
games. I got my chance to come back
against Irvington, got hurt again,”
said Allen. “I didn’t want people to
forget about me. Today was my chance
to let them know I was still around.”

“I can’t tell you how impressed I am
with him as a man,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno. “He could
have bagged it. He was a great leader
the whole time he was hurt, always
encouraging the kids. He busted his

tail to get back and it just so happened
that he got into the end zone three
times today. He deserved it!”

DiIorio completed 12 of 15 passes
for 150 yards, including a TD and
an interception. His favorite target
was Sheehan, who had eight recep-
tions for 89 yards – See this week’s
Devils Den. Fullback Ryan Brand
(13 yards rushing) had two recep-
tions for 27 yards and tight end Joe
Vall-Llobera had two receptions for
34 yards. The 7-4 Blue Devils to-
taled 144 yards on the ground – 99
in the second half when they began
to wear the Cardinals down. Run-
ning back Ricardo Johnson chewed
up 78 yards, DiIorio, who was
thrown for losses four times totaled
seven yards and Vall-Llobera had a
key seven-yard gain on a fake punt.

“We were a well-conditioned team
and I think that played a big part in the

T. COGNETTI, DIERING 2 TDs; MILLER, BRYK TD EACH

Juniors Tie the Seniors, 21-21,
In Powder Puff’s Final Play

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Receiver Arielle Diering caught
Aileen Grogan’s pass at the two-yard
line then fell on the goal line as time
ran out to give the junior girls a 21-21
tie with the senior girls in the Annual
Powder Puff football game at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 21. The senior girls, who won
last year when Cat Cognetti grabbed a
pass and bulleted 48 yards for the
touchdown (TD), were looking to be
the first group of seniors since 2003
and fourth overall to win both outings.

Some self-appointed judges, pri-
marily from the senior class, declared
that the seniors automatically win a
tiebreaker, perhaps due to “seniority”
but in reality it was a 21-21 tie.

“We want to build off what we did
last year. We have many advantages.
We have the strength. We have the
experience and we have the skill.

Those three combined are big for our
team,” said Senior Head Coach John
Wilt prior to the game. “We are strong
up the middle, a lot of power football,
but we’ve got some trick plays ready.”

“We are going to destroy them
mentally, physically and emotion-
ally,” boasted Senior Assistant Coach
Joe Vall-Llobera.

“We have a couple of trick plays up
our sleeves. First play, watch out be-
cause we are going to make a little
adjustment on the line to see how the
defense adjusts,” said Junior Offen-
sive Coach Tony DiIorio. “We are
going to look for Cyndil Matthew our
running back, Nikki Bullock a run-
ning back, quarterback Aileen Grogan
and we have a bunch of receivers.”

“Our defense is looking great. We
have a lot of blitz packages. Our cor-
ners and safeties are looking great. We
want to hold them to no yards,” said
Junior Defensive Coach Chris Sheehan.

Some of the juniors’ defense in-
cluded middle linebacker Alex
Gallego, nose tackle Dana Newman
and outside linebackers Kelsey
Greenfield and Julia Conroy.

Senior quarterback (QB) Tina
Cognetti finished with TD runs of
two yards and 16 yards to go with
several successful QB keepers. Wide
receiver Erin Miller scored the se-
niors’ third TD on a 13-yard recep-
tion from Cognetti. Miller, who was
quite devastating defensively with a
number of key flags (tackles), also
turned screen passes into gains of 17
and 23 yards, respectively, on that TD
drive. Cat Cognetti made several end-
around runs. Rachel St. Lifer turned a
tipped pass into a 15-yard gain. Haley
Mustard, Marlee Austin, Tessa
Schaaf, Allie Lambert and Annie
Galligan contributed offensive gains.

Diering also scored the juniors’ first

CHERVENYAK PASSES 217 YARDS, TD TO D’AGOSTARO

Minutemen Outrun Raiders
In Turkey Grid Game, 39-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One wonders where the mindset of
a football team lies following tough
playoff losses and a short week of
preparation until the team takes the
field. Considering that fact, both
Elizabeth and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football teams
played inspired football but the Min-
utemen came out on top, 39-24, in
Scotch Plains on Thanksgiving Day.

Minuteman tailback Raymond Gra-
ham, who rushed 227 yards, utilized
his speed and ability to rumble into
the end zone on touchdown (TD) runs

of 37, 89, 53 and 14 yards, to go with
his 75-yard TD kickoff return. Quar-
terback Jaheed Mayers provided a
49-yard TD run.

The 7-4 Raiders were without the
services of junior running back An-
thony Taylor and linebacker Keith
Baker, sidelined early with an ankle
injury. Quarterback Mike Chervenyak
completed 21 of 32 passes for 217
yards, including (TD) passes of 34
yards to wide receiver J.J. D’Agostaro
and 16 yards to fullback Marcus
Green. Andrew Brockel added a one-
yard TD.

“It’s tough the way the state sets

this up. To come back and play after
a devastating loss on Saturday and
play on Thursday is tough. As coaches,
we try to get them ready. Our effort
was there but today Elizabeth was
better. Their running back was out
most of the year with a broken collar-
bone and he has a big impact on their
team,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “Offensively, I thought we
moved the ball alright. The defensive
part, we didn’t do the job. We gave up
too many big scores. We gave up a
kickoff return and that wasn’t good
either. All of our kids; they gave it
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Westfield/Plainfield Football
SPF/Elizabeth Football

Powder Puff Football Game
Powder Puff Parade

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEAVY DEFENSIVE PRESSURE…Blue Devils TJ Mruz, No. 36, and Chris Sheehan, bottom, bring down Cardinal
Rashawn Rawles, No. 22. The Blue Devil defense pressured the Cardinal backs all afternoon.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BURSTING THROUGH THE LINE…Raider running back Andrew Brockel, No. 33, attempts to pick up big yardage while
linebacker Marcus Green, No. 21, and defensive lineman Michael Alleman clear away several Minutemen. Brockel scored
on a one-yard touchdown.

WBA
BASKETBALL

Last Call for Basketball

IN-TOWN REGISTRATION

INFORMATION

The Westfield Basketball Association has extended our

Late registration period through December 6th, 2007.

Daughters who would like to play in

our In-Town League can register

Online today at:

 www.westfieldnj.com/wba

Don’t miss out on this last
chance to get involved at the

beginning of the season.


