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K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

I N FO RM AT ION S E S S ION

By Reservation Only. RSVP by December 4, 2007

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ 07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

908.273.0900 x 269 

You’re invited to experience 
an atmosphere of trust, 

freedom and caring for 
preschool girls and boys.

Nursery & Pre-K Program
For Girls and Boys

Thursday, December 6, 2007, 9-11 a.m.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

I N FO RM AT ION S E S S ION S

By Reservation Only. RSVP by December 4, 2007

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

908.273.0900 x 269 for Primary School (Grades K-5)

x 254 for Middle School (Grades 6 & 7)

You’re invited to experience 
a school where girls are focused, 

self-reliant, and leading the way.

Primary School (Grades K-5)
Middle School (Grades 6 & 7)

Thursday, December 6, 2007, 9-11 a.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

FOUNDING-FATHER FIGURE…David Heller, vice principal and alumnus of
Franklin Elementary School in Westfield, came to the Scholastic PTO Book Fair
on November 3 dressed up as Benjamin Franklin himself. Children enjoyed
listening to the author/inventor/politician read.

Cranford PD, School Team
Up to Win $90,000 Grant

PIANO PERFORMANCE…Alejandro
Vollbrechthausen, the son of Alejandro
and Lucila Vollbrechthausen of
Westfield, performs a rendition of
“Tango” during the Lower School Caba-
ret on November 6 at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison. Alejandro
is a fifth grader at the co-educational,
college-preparatory school.

STOP, DROP...Earlier in the month, the Fanwood Fire Department visited
Westminster preschoolers. Fanwood Fire Official Tom Scalera, after teaching
the children about fire safety, gave tours of the fire truck. The preschoolers
assisted in spraying the fire hose, learned how to call 911 in emergencies and
practiced “Stop, Drop and Roll.” Westminster Preschool is located at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church on Martine Avenue.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Student Says It is Hard
To Find Sports Role Models

By NATHAN VERRILLI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The late-game home run, the bone-
crushing hit and the buzzer shot pro-
vide the adrenaline rush in every sport-
ing event. These are the moments that
make playing and watching sports a
cornerstone of my life.

As an avid sports fan, however, I
have found it increasingly hard to
find a role model in today’s sports
world. The public and the press focus
on the misbehavior and negative im-
ages of many athletes rather than the
good deeds performed by other ath-
letes.

I am sure many baseball fans know
that Alex Rodriguez won the AL Most
Valuable Player award for 2007, but
how many of these fans could re-
member that Bill Hall, shortstop for
the Milwaukee Brewers, won the
Roberto Clemente award for his char-
ity work and donations to inner-city
children through the RBI (Returning
Baseball to the Inner-cities) Program
and other youth organizations?

In recent years, it seems that the
world of sports has been full of noth-
ing but horrifying scandals such as
steroids in baseball, gambling in bas-
ketball, and dog fighting in football.

Media coverage on these subjects
has been extensive, but there are other
stories that deserve as much, if not
more, attention. Last year, two Bos-
ton Red Sox players were diagnosed
with cancer, third baseman Mike
Lowell and pitcher Jon Lester.

These two warriors prove that
people, even when confronted with
seemingly unsurpassable obstacles,
are willing to fight just to do what
they love.

After their struggles, both fully re-
covered and went on to help the Red
Sox win the 2007 World Series, with
Lowell receiving the World Series
MVP award.

In the postseason, Lester was 1-0
with a 1.93 ERA through 9 1/3 in-
nings, and Lowell had 18 hits, two

homers, 15 RBI and a .353 batting
average.

Their contributions were enormous
and carried the team through the play-
offs. I find it obvious that a feel-good
story like this is worthy of more no-
tice than one that covers Mike Tyson’s
arrest for possession of cocaine.

In the troubled world that we live
in, it is important to find an enjoyable
diversion from the problems of the
world. Sports can provide that diver-
sion.

Many people may suggest that the
character of the athletes and the
amount of money used invalidates
the enjoyment factor of sports.

These attitudes would change if we
focused on stories that show that or-
ganizations can make a difference in
the lives of those who need it most.

Last winter Willie Randolph, the
New York Mets manager, donated $1
million in food and baseball supplies
to Ghana in order to support strug-
gling villages in this West African
country.

Despite the fact that the Mets spent
119 times that in signing their
centerfielder, perhaps these acts of
charity will continue if the press and
we, who devour their stories, could
find as much interest in stories like
this instead of Barry Bonds’ indict-
ment.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if sports
could use the billion-dollar annual
revenue they produce to fund addi-
tional humanitarian-aid projects?

Nobody wants to read only about
some goody-two-shoes player who
never breaks any rules; fans love a
rebel, but I am tired of reading about
what thugs all athletes are.

Like all people, some athletes are
upstanding and moral, and some are
liars and cheaters. However, it would
be better to occasionally mix stories
of good behavior in with the usual
tales of horror.

Nathan Verrilli is a student at
Cranford High School.

St. Bart’s Academy
Plans Santa Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew Academy (SBA) will
hold its annual breakfast with Santa
this Saturday, December 1, from 9
a.m. to noon at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $6
for children and include crafts, face
painting and a photo with Santa Claus.
Anyone interested should make a res-
ervation by contacting Connie Del
Negro at connielady@comcast.net.

CRANFORD — Cranford’s police
department and board of education
recently teamed up to win a $90,000
Safe Routes to School Grant (SRTS).

The SRTS, distributed by the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) in coordination with federal
officials, is designed to “assist com-
munities in developing and imple-
menting projects that encourage walk-
ing and bicycling to school while
enhancing the safety of these trips,”
according to the DOT’s website.

Cranford applied for the SRTS
Grant funding this past December. It
enlisted the support of Detective Ed-
ward Davenport, Jr. of the traffic divi-
sion and Stephen Izzo, the school
district’s manager of grants and spe-
cial programs.

The two prepared a grant applica-
tion that addressed three SRTS plat-
forms — education, encouragement
and engineering — with an emphasis
on improved engineering and infra-
structure.

“Only if parents and pedestrians
alike see walking and biking as safe
alternatives, can we increase the num-
ber of students traveling this healthier
way,” said Mr. Izzo.

Cranford became one of 29 com-

munities to win the grant out of the
274 that applied.

“[Specifically],” Detective Daven-
port said, “the SRTS Grant will en-
able Cranford to improve its 13.5
miles of bikeways, upgrade school
crosswalks and create sidewalk and
sidewalk extensions on school-adja-
cent passages, which will improve
usability and safety for all bikers and
pedestrians — not just those travel-
ing to school.”

For more information on Cranford’s
SRTS grant and programs, contact
Detective Davenport at (908) 272-
2222 or Mr. Izzo at (908) 709-6207.

Wardlaw School Reveals
First Quarter Honor Roll

AREA – Rhona Eserner, Upper
School headmaster at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, has an-
nounced the names of Westfield and
Scotch Plains residents named to the
regular honor roll and honor roll with
distinction for the first quarter of the
2007-2008 academic year.

To qualify for the honor roll with
distinction, students must obtain a
grade-point average of 93 or higher,
with no individual grade below a “B.”
To qualify for the regular honor roll,
students must earn a grade-point av-
erage of 87 or higher, with no indi-
vidual grade below a “C.”

Students receiving honor roll with
distinction status include 12th grad-
ers Jordan Neuhauser of Scotch Plains

and Alice Ren of Westfield.
Students earning regular honor roll

status include Cari Rosoff of Scotch
Plains (12th grade), Amanda Moser
of Westfield (11th grade), Sahil Zubair
of Scotch Plains (11th grade), Rachel
Cleaver of Scotch Plains (ninth grade)
and Peter Minnium of Scotch Plains
(ninth grade).

WHS Hosts Financial
Aid Night Tonight

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Guidance Department will
present its 22nd-annual Financial Aid
Information Program tonight, No-
vember 29, at 7:15 p.m. in the audito-
rium at Westfield High School.

The program will feature a repre-
sentative from the office of the New
Jersey Higher Education Student As-
sistance Authority (HESAA) as guest
speaker.

The details and resources for fi-
nancing a college education will be
reviewed. The speaker will also ex-
plain the process for completing the
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) form.

In addition, a member of the
Westfield High School guidance team
will discuss resources for accessing
scholarship information. There will
be time for questions.

According to Guidance Director
Stephen Maczynski, “We believe this
information will prove helpful to par-
ents and seniors who may soon be
applying for financial aid or scholar-
ships. We encourage junior and sopho-
more parents to attend for early plan-
ning purposes.”

McKinley School PTO announces their

Holiday Shopping Event
Fri., Dec. 7th ~ 3-5 pm and 7-9 pm

McKinley School Gym 
 500 First St., Westfield

Join us for a fabulous afternoon & evening 
of shopping featuring a wide selection

of gifts for everyone on your list!

Sunday, December 2nd
11:00am-1:00pm

Please join us for a buffet style brunch
and entertainment. Meet our team, tour

the community and learn about
the care and services we offer.

Caregiver Brunch

Tuesday, December 11th
7:00pm

Please join us for an open discussion
about managing and helping

our loved ones battling
Parkinson’s disease.

Support Group for Caregivers
Managing Parkinson’s Disease

Enjoy a December Special Event
at Sunrise of Westfield

Please join us to meet some new friend while enjoying food and entertainment.
Meet our team, mingle with residents and tour our community.

See what we do to make our community a place seniors are proud to call home.

Please RSVP for each event, or call for more details.

Sunrise of Westfield                     908-317-3030                     Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

CAN YOU TELL ME HOW TO GET
TO SESAME STREET?…Teachers
from the Westfield Cooperative Nurs-
ery School enjoy meeting Bob McGrath
of Sesame Street at the New Jersey
Early Childhood Convention, recently
held in Atlantic City. Above, pictured
from left to right, are Cindy Babetski,
Diane Talbot, Mr. McGrath, nursery
school director Terri Mandrillo, Diane
Young, Angela Murphy and Patricia
Michaels. The teachers attended the
two-day convention as part of their
ongoing education in early-childhood
development.


